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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How 
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not 
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. 
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).  
 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name  Delaware Cemetery 

Other names/site number Zeigler Family Burying Ground; KHRI #103-727 

Name of related Multiple Property Listing N/A 

2. Location 

Street & number  10388 222nd St.    not for publication 

City or town  Linwood  x  vicinity 

State  Kansas Code KS County Leavenworth Code 103 Zip code 66205 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this   x  nomination  _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property   x_ meets  _ does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

     national     x   statewide     local   Applicable National Register Criteria:   x A     B     C  __D     

  

   
Signature of certifying official/Title Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO       Date 

Kansas State Historical Society   
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  

   
Signature of commenting official                   Date 
 

   
Title                         State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

4. National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   

    entered in the National Register                  determined eligible for the National Register    
      

    determined not eligible for the National Register            removed from the National Register  
    

    other (explain:)          _________________                 

                                 

   

 Signature of the Keeper                           Date of Action  
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5. Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private  building(s)   buildings 

 public - Local  district 1  sites 

 public - State x site   structures 

 public - Federal  structure   objects 

   object 1  Total 

 
 
  Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

  NA 
            

6. Function or Use                   

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

FUNERARY/Cemetery  FUNERARY/Cemetery 

   

   

   

   

   

   
 

  

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 
 Materials  

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

N/A  foundation: N/A 

  walls: N/A 

    

  roof: N/A 

  other: N/A 
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Narrative Description 

Summary  
 
The Delaware Cemetery is located in a rural area along the east side of 222nd Street, in Reno Township, 
Leavenworth County, Kansas, approximately 1 mile north of Eudora, Douglas County, Kansas. The cemetery 
occupies 0.54 acres in the southwestern corner of a 105.3-acre parcel described as S1/2, SW1/4, NW1/4 & GL 
6 NW1/4 & GL 7 NE1/4 & accretions & all less row. The cemetery includes the known graves of 45 people, 
although only 14 are marked. It was first established as the Zeigler Family Burying Ground with the first known 
burial being of Delaware Betsy Zeigler on October 1867. However, there may have been earlier, 
undocumented burials as early as 1860, when some of the Delaware, including the Zeiglers, were relocated to 
Leavenworth County. The cemetery is currently marked by a 4-foot tall chain-link fence on the front, or west 
side, and a single iron fence post at each of the rear corners. Although a flood in the 1950s washed away 
several of the headstones, the cemetery retains its historic integrity.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 

The Delaware Cemetery, a small one acre or less burial ground situated in Reno Township, Leavenworth 
County, Kansas, approximately one mile north of Eudora, Douglas County, Kansas,  holds the remains of 
members of Betsy Zeigler’s extended family and neighbors. Betsy Zeigler was a member of the Delaware Tribe 
and the first known person buried at this location. The cemetery is located along the east side of 222nd Street, 
also known as Leavenworth County Road 1, in the very southeast corner of Leavenworth County. It is in the 
Kansas River bottomland less than a mile north of the Kansas River. The soil is very sandy from the many 
Kansas River floods that have occurred over the years. 

 
The site of the cemetery was selected because it was part of Betsy Zeigler’s daughter Ellen (Zeigler) (Swisher) 
Ritzinger’s Delaware allotment when the family was relocated from Wyandotte County to Leavenworth County 
in 1860. At the time the land was allotted, Ellen’s married name was Swisher. After her husband’s death, she 
married Michael Ritzinger. History has it that the parcel of land was donated by Ellen’s family but it was most 
likely reserved as a family burial ground out of necessity. Today, the cemetery is surrounded on the north, 
east, and south sides by cultivated cropland. The land is said to be some of the best farmland in the state of 
Kansas. The acreage surrounding and including the cemetery has passed through several landowners since 
the 1860s and is currently owned by Keith C. and Marilyn L. Neis. The cemetery has been retained through the 
years as an easement on said property. 
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Figure 1: Overview of the Delaware Cemetery, taken June 2018 by Steve Rowe. 

 
A short grassy driveway along the north side of the cemetery provides access to the property off the east side 
of 222nd Street. The cemetery is bordered by a 4 foot chain link fence on the street (west) side, with a drive-
thru double gate and sign.  The three remaining sides had been enclosed by a simple two-wire barbed wire 
fence, until a Reno Township maintenance crew removed the barbed wire in November 2017 to facilitate 
mowing and removal of underbrush. The back corner iron fence posts were left in place to mark the cemetery 
boundary. Reno Township is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of the cemetery, even though it is 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. Neis. 
 
Very little is known concerning the land surrounding the cemetery in the 1860s. It undoubtedly was flat, sandy 
river bottom as today and was probably uncultivated prairie except for the Delaware homesteads and whatever 
farming they would have done. The river to the south and the bluffs to the north were covered by native timber. 
Old newspaper accounts report that Logan Zeigler, buried in the cemetery, harvested timber in the area and 
sold it to the railroad, present-day Union Pacific. Today, the only large trees in the vicinity of the cemetery are 
inside the cemetery itself, including silver maple, elm, sycamore, and mulberry. 
   
Inside the cemetery, just past the first row of graves, stands a double-sided sign on posts and is approximately 
eight feet tall and 3 feet wide. The sign has glass enclosures on both sides which contain lists, somewhat 
lacking in detail, of those people buried in the cemetery and a brief history of the cemetery.  
 
In 1974, students from Haskell Indian Nations University in Lawrence, Kansas, volunteered to build a wooden 
gate and sign, which was installed at the northeast corner facing north. It was used as a convenient entrance 
to the cemetery by visitors who had parked on the north side of the cemetery.  
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Figure 2: The wooden gate and sign before they were destroyed by a fallen tree limb in 2017. 

 
The wooden gate and sign were destroyed during the summer of 2017 by a large fallen tree limb. The sign 
letters were all that was salvageable, and they were installed on new boards. In the spring of 2019, the Reno 
Township Trustee, Jerry Shepherd, made and installed a new gate made of 4x4 steel uprights for the sign and 
a steel gate as part of the cemetery’s upkeep. Partial wooden fencing on either side of the gate will tie the gate 
to the west side chain link fence. There are no paved or gravel paths or roadways within the cemetery. 
 

 
Figure 3: Delaware Cemetery list of burials and brief history - on site. 
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Eleven granite markers, upright and flat, remain marking the graves of 14 people and 1 limestone marker with 
the initials RAM engraved into the top, which is partially encased by a large tree and is believed to be that of 
Rosa (Mathews) Dulen. Most of the markers are located in a north-south row just inside the chain link fence 
toward the northwest corner. One is located toward the southwest corner, and three are located in the 
southeast corner, including the limestone marker. All of the markers face west. According to the recollections 
of Louie Koerner, great-grandson of Betsy Zeigler, many of the grave markers were either washed away or 
covered by silt during the 1951 flood of the Kansas River, which is located less than a mile south of the 
cemetery. It is unknown whether or not any markers were recovered. Mr. Koerner stated that the early Indian 
burials were in the northeast quarter of the cemetery. There are no markers in this portion of the cemetery. 
According to Delaware tradition, the Indians would have been buried with their heads to the east in graves dug 
after the body arrived at the cemetery. The graves were marked with wooden markers, Kikinhikan, which were 
painted Indian red. For a man, this consists of a straight board with a diamond cut at the top. For a woman it is 
a cross with a diamond at the top and on the ends of the crosspiece. The markers were left to rot and never 
replaced.1 
 
Before his death in 2003, Mr. Koerner was the cemetery caretaker and was responsible for the 1974 cleanup 
and gate restoration of the cemetery since it probably had fallen into disrepair. The cemetery has since been 
designated as an Indian Cemetery by Leavenworth County and is currently maintained by Reno Township.2 
 
 
INTEGRITY 
On May 28, 2019, the Linwood community was hit by an EF4 tornado and the Delaware Cemetery was within 
the path. Some damage was done to the cemetery including damage to “the gate to nowhere,” the chainlink 
fencing, the entrance gate, and some downed trees and branches. The fencing and signs have been cleaned 
up, repaired, and put back in place as of Fall 2019.  
 
The Delaware Cemetery retains a good level of historic integrity needed to communicate the property’s historic 
feeling and association with the Delaware Indians that remained in Kansas after the remainder of the Tribe was 
removed to Indian Territory in 1868. The rural setting has changed little (although some main roads have been 
paved) over the decades apart from the foliage and other trees. Currently, the layout and remains within the 
cemetery reflect the period for a rural farmland cemetery. Some grave markers have been washed away by 
intrusion from the flooding Kansas River. However, the cemetery remains in its original location, design, and 
materials, which help to indicate the association and feeling of the property as a cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
1 Lenape Funeral Customs, Nora Thompson Dean, The Lenape Indian: A Symposium, Seton Hall Publications no. 7, 
1984, by Herbert Kraft 
2 Delaware Cemetery (Indian) was designated as an Indian Cemetery by the Leavenworth County GIS Department when 
a survey of Leavenworth cemeteries was accomplished. http://www.leavenworthcounty.org/gis/  There is a Delaware 
Cemetery (City) located in Northeast Leavenworth County that served the ghost town of Delaware City and contains no 
burials of Delaware Indians.  

http://www.leavenworthcounty.org/gis/
http://www.leavenworthcounty.org/gis/
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8. Statement of Significance 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 

The period of significance begins in 1867 with the earliest known burial and ends in 1975 with the last known 
Delaware Indian burial. Of the 45 individuals buried in the cemetery, 29 are the extended Zeigler family, the 
matriarch of which is Betsy Zeigler, a full-blooded Delaware Indian. Twenty-three of the 29 burials are those of 
Delaware Indians. Betsy Zeigler died in October 1867 and is the first known burial in the cemetery, although 
her husband Philip is thought to have possibly been the first. The last burial was that of Karl W. Koerner, 
Betsy’s great-grandson, in 1975.  
 

 
Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National 
Register listing.) 

 

x 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 
   

 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

x 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

 

Areas of Significance  

ETHNIC HERITAGE: American Indian 

 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance  

1867-1975 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1951 

 

 

Significant Person  

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

Delaware Tribe 

 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 
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Criteria Considerations (justification) 
 

The Delaware Cemetery meets Criteria Consideration D because it is a rare extant reminder of the Delaware 
Tribe in Leavenworth County and eastern Kansas, especially around the time of the tribe’s removal to Indian 
Territory. Few extant remnants directly associated with this tribe remain within the state’s boundaries.

 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

 
Summary  
 
The Delaware Cemetery is nominated to the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A for its local 
significance in the areas American Indian Ethnic Heritage, and Archaeology as it possesses an essential link to 
the history of the Delaware Indians who remained in Kansas. This small half-acre burial ground in Reno 
Township, Leavenworth County, Kansas holds remains of the Betsy Zeigler, a full-blooded Delaware Indian, 
her family, and some of their neighbors. The cemetery is locally significant as the only known vestige of a 
unique group of American Indians who were relocated to this area of Leavenworth County by the United States 
government in 1860. Their original dwellings are gone, and their descendants are located from coast to coast 
in the United States. Delaware Cemetery, however, remains as a memorial of their contributions to the history 
of Leavenworth County. Betsy Zeigler, her family, and descendants lived in the Fall Leaf vicinity for many 
decades. Once the remainder of the Tribe left Kansas in 1868, this group of Delaware was left to continue their 
lives as the farmers that they had become. Logan Zeigler, Betsy’s eldest child, became a well-known 
farmer/lumberman in the area. When he died in 1895, he had acquired nearly 800 acres of the fertile Kaw 
Valley farmland. He was a Reno Township Trustee, a member of the Fall Leaf school board, and is said to 
have been an intimate friend of United States Senator, James Henry Lane. Betsy’s daughter, Ellen, upon 
whose land Delaware Cemetery is located, continued to live on her farm, after both of her husbands had died, 
until her death in 1911. Many of Betsy’s grandchildren lived in the area for many years. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Elaboration  
 

The Delaware Tribe Relocation to Kansas 
For more than 12,000 years, the region that is now southeastern New York, all of New Jersey, eastern 
Pennsylvania, and the northern part of Delaware was home to groups of Lenape (Delaware) Indians. During a 
series of migrations westward during the late 1700s and early 1800s, they resettled for a while in central and 
western Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, eastern Missouri, and southwestern Missouri. Between 1829 and 1831, 
the Delaware Tribe moved, this time to the junction of the Kansas and Missouri rivers in present-day 
northeastern Kansas.3  
 
The 24th TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE DELAWARE, 24 SEPTEMBER 1829, St. MARY'S, 

OHIO (Appendix A) specified the terms and conditions for the Tribe’s move to the new reservation in 
northeastern Kansas. The Reverend Isaac McCoy was appointed a surveyor for the Delaware reservation in 
Kansas. McCoy submitted his final report of the survey to the federal government in early 1831. In one of the 
several communications concerning his completed task, McCoy established that “the quantity of land designed 
for the residence of the Delawares equals about 38 miles square—1444 square miles, or 924,160 Acres.” In 
addition to the land upon which the Delaware would live, the survey also included what became known as the 
Delaware Outlet, which encompassed approximately 1.9 million acres and provided passage for Delaware 
hunters to travel more than 100 miles into the interior. The survey also made allowance for lands to be set 
aside for the military establishment that would become Fort Leavenworth. In the conclusion of his final 
                         
3 Brown, James W., and Rita T. Kohn, Long Journey Home, Indiana University Press, 2008., Introduction by Deborah 
Nichols-Lederman and James  A. Rementer (Moosh-hah-kwee-nund). 
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assessment, McCoy noted that the Delaware had accepted the territory west of the Missouri border “under an 
assurance that there, they and their posterity may remain as long as any of them remain on earth.”4 The 
Delaware reestablished towns along the Kansas River and soon prospered from the emerging industry 
surrounding the migration of American settlers to the West for which the Delawares served as traders, ferry 
operators, military scouts, and guides. 

 
 

 
Figure 4: American Indian lands surveyed by missionary Isaac McCoy between 1830-1836 

 
The TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND DELAWARE 30 MAY 1860, SARCOXIEVILLE 
["KANSAS"] allotted each Tribal member an 80-acre parcel within the bounds of the reservation.5 (Appendix 
C) Delaware Cemetery is located on what was the allotment of Ellen (Zeigler) (Swisher) Ritzinger. (Figure 8) 
 
After the Civil War white settlement increased, the railroad expanded significantly, and the Delaware were 
forced to give up their reservation in Kansas and relocate to Indian Territory (present-day Oklahoma).6 The 
Delaware population in Kansas when first settled was around 1,000 members. The tribe increased to 1,160 
while confined to the reservation in 1867.7  
 
The TREATY BETWEEN THE DELAWARE AND THE UNITED STATES 4 JULY 1866, THE DELAWARE 
AGENCY, KANSAS specified the terms of the removal of the Delaware Tribe from their Kansas Reservation. 
The tribal members had to choose between moving to Cherokee lands in Indian Territory (present-day 

                         
4 (Isaac McCoy to John Eaton, April 20, 1831, OJA-LR, roll 300) (Source: Great Plains Quarterly, Winter 2016 Vol. 36 No. 
1; Article “The Lands of My Nation”: Delaware Indians in Kansas, 1829-1869 by Brice Obermeyer and John P. Bowes). 
5 (Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. II (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J. Kappler. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1904, pp. 803-807.). 
6 Kansas Historical Society, Kansapedia Delaware Indians, Topeka, KS, 
(https://www.kshs.org/index.php?url=kansapedia/delaware-indians/19229) 
7 Indian Cemetery Restored as a Memorial, Joy Uthoff, Kanhistique: Kansas history and antiques, November 1980, pp. 6-
7. 

https://www.kshs.org/index.php?url=kansapedia/delaware-indians/19229
https://www.kshs.org/index.php?url=kansapedia/delaware-indians/19229
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Oklahoma) or remain in Kansas, become United States citizens, and sever their ties with the Delaware Tribe. 
Twenty Delaware adults, along with their 47 minor children,8 chose to stay in Kansas for reasons known only to 
them. Article 9 of this treaty (Appendix B) sets forth the terms and conditions for those Delawares who chose 
to remain in Kansas. The non-federally recognized Kansas Delaware Tribe of Indians, formally organized in 
1973, has 1,954 members who are direct lineal descendants of the twenty. Of those, 674 are descendants of 
Betsy Zeigler, who is the first known burial in Delaware Cemetery.  
 

 
Leavenworth County  
In the early 1820-30s, the area now known as Leavenworth County had been occupied by the Kickapoo Tribe, 
after being forced to relocate there by the U.S. government. By the 1840-50s, the land was being surveyed and 
explored for possible city plats by white and Euro-American settlers. Early communities included Leavenworth, 
because of the Fort’s influence, and Kickapoo, named after the Tribe that previously occupied the land. 
Another town was that of Fall Leaf, named after the Delaware Chief, located between Lawrence and Linwood.9 
The Kansas Pacific Railroad platted the small community of Fall Leaf on the banks of the Kansas River as a 
40-acre town with a train depot in 1865, because the railroad needed a stop between Kansas City and 
Lawrence. The land, formerly the Delaware Indian Reservation, was two miles north of Eudora and three-
fourths of a mile west in Leavenworth County. The railroad station was named after Fall Leaf, a Delaware 

Indian leader who once lived there and is buried near Dewey, Oklahoma.10  
 
Another community – now a ghost town – was that of Delaware City, established in 1854 and platted in 1859.11 
Leavenworth County held elections for the county seat in 1857, in which Delaware City won. However, there 
was thought that some voting irregularities and the election was held a second time, securing Leavenworth 
City as the Leavenworth County seat.12 Initially called “Journey-Cake,” after another Delaware Chief, Linwood 
was first named this because Chief Journey-Cake lived close to the community when it was established.13 The 
Delaware “built numerous cabins which were found mostly upon the hills and bluffs and along the well 
established trails through their lands.”14 The tribe had become familiar and entrenched in the community and 
Leavenworth County. In the 1860s, after the Delaware tribe members who stayed in Kansas accepted their 
land, the U.S. government sold the rest of the diminished reservation, which was purchased by the 
Leavenworth, Pawnee & Western Railroad company in 1868.15 The Linwood community was well-established 
by the twentieth-century with a bank, telephone company, grain elevator company, soap manufacturing, post 
office, high school, and general store.16  
 
Delaware Cemetery began as a family burial ground and later included burials of neighbors who lived in the 
vicinity of Fall Leaf, Leavenworth County, Kansas. Indian people are a part of the history of Kansas, and the 
area is steeped in Indian history. Even the agricultural industry in Leavenworth County was influenced by the 
Delaware, who stayed in Kansas.17 It is therefore fitting that the Delaware Cemetery has been reclaimed by 
descendants as a memorial to the Delaware Indians and as a reminder of a civilization that contributed to the 
important agriculture and industry in Kansas. 
                         
8 Find the full list of Delaware tribal members that remained in Kansas as Appendix E. 
9 Kess A. Hall and Leroy T. Hand, History of Leavenworth County Kansas (Topeka, KS: Historical Publishing Company, 
1921), 101. 
10 “Fall Leaf,” Where the Wakarusa Meets the Kaw, accessed Summer 2019, http://eudorakshistory.com/area-
histories/fall_leaf/fall_leaf.htm 
11 Kess A. Hall and Leroy T. Hand, History of Leavenworth County Kansas (Topeka, KS: Historical Publishing Company, 
1921), 142 
12 Ibid., 143 
13 Ibid., 101 
14 Ibid., 102 
15 Ibid. 
16 Ibid., 523 
17 Ibid., 102 
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Delaware Cemetery 

The cemetery was established on the 1860 Delaware allotment of Betsy Zeigler’s daughter Ellen (Zeigler) 
(Swisher) Ritzinger’s land. On November 19, 1868, Ellen was awarded a land patent for her allotment by the 
United States government. (Figure 8) The earliest known burial was that of Betsy Zeigler in October 1867. Her 
death is noted on John G. Pratt’s, Indian agent, register of Delaware, who chose to remain in Kansas. (Figure 
5-7) The last burial was that of Karl W. Koerner on August 14, 1975. Karl was a great-grandson of Betsy 
Zeigler.18 Like the Euro-Americans that arrived in Leavenworth County, the Delaware Indians played an 
important role in the early settlements of the communities.  
 
Because of the history of the Delaware Indians in the Kaw Valley in Kansas, the Delaware Cemetery stands as 
a memorial to the Delaware Indian people. Thus, a remnant of the Delawares in Kansas remains through a few 
ancestors who have tried to preserve a place in history. The Delaware Indian Cemetery has been preserved 
and maintained. Today, the plot of ground directly north of the Eudora Kaw River Bridge stands as a reminder 
of the former Indian Burial Grounds in the area. With its location in the river bottom area, it has been inundated 
through the years each time the mighty Kaw has escaped its flooded banks. The cemetery faces west-its face 
to the setting sun. Its back is to the rising sun. The moon rises behind this modest piece of land and loftily 
casts its glow. The river flows to the southwest. On a clear night, across the fertile bottomland of the Kaw, the 
flowing river echoes in the silence. The simplicity and beauty of the valley exemplify a quiet serenity as a fitting 
memorial to the tribal members who now have found their peace.19 
 
Delaware Indian (Lenape) Funeral Customs 
This is a brief description of practices from “Lenape Funeral Customs” by Nora Thompson Dean, 1984. 
 
The Delaware do not believe in embalming as blood is considered part of the soul. After the body is prepared, 
the custom continues with a wake followed by vigil at the person’s home. During this time (prior to 1895) 
visitors played the Moccasin Game called Chipahkwinalitin. The deceased’s face would be painted; mens with 
three lines from the eye to hairline, and womens with two small spots one one either cheek. The actual burial 
must occur before noon. Thompson’s paper says “Regardless of what takes place, no one is ever permitted to 
look back when they are on their way. It is said that the spirit walks behind, and if someone should look back 
the spirit will fall behind.”20 Upon arriving at the grave site, the non-family members then dig the grave for the 
casket. Common clothes, and not dress clothes, are worn to the funeral. 
 
So that the soul may come and go from the body, a small hole is placed at the top of the casket. According to 
Delaware tradition, the Indians would have been buried with their heads to the east in graves dug after the 
body arrived at the cemetery. The graves were marked with wooden markers, Kikinhikan, which were painted 
Indian red. For a man, this consists of a straight board with a diamond cut at the top. For a woman, it is a cross 
with a diamond at the top and on the ends of the crosspiece. 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
18See Appendix D for those known to have been interred in Delaware Cemetery 
19 Indian Cemetery Restored as a Memorial, Joy Uthoff, Kanhistique: Kansas history and antiques, November 1980, pp. 6-
7. 
20 Nora Thompson Dean. 1984. “Lenape Funeral Customs.” In The Lenape Indian: A symposium, Seton Hall University, 
28 March 1981.  
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10. Geographical Data                 

 

Acreage of Property  0.54 

 
 
Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.  
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.) 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates  
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1   38.964525°  -95.093699°  3    38.964101°   -95.093162° 

 Latitude:  Longitude:   Latitude: 
 

Longitude: 

2   38.964525°  -95.093158°  4    38.964101°   -95.093700° 

 Latitude: Longitude: 
 

  Latitude:  Longitude: 

 
 
 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property) 
The cemetery is located at the southwestern corner of a 105.3-acre parcel described as S1/2, SW1/4, NW1/4 & GL 6 
NW1/4 & GL 7 NE1/4 & ACCRETIONS & ALL LESS ROW. The rectangular cemetery is bounded on one side, west, by a 
chain-link fence and is marked at the rear corners by iron fence posts, the other side is bound by the highway.  
 
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)  
The selected boundaries represent the historic boundaries of the established cemetery. 
 
 
   

11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Steven M. Rowe/Tribal Historian 

organization Kansas Delaware Tribe of Indians date  October 2018 

street & number  5729 NW 70th Street telephone  (785) 246-1070 

city or town  Topeka State KS   zip code  66618 

e-mail stevemrowe@yahoo.com 

 
   

Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name Keith C. and Marilyn L. Neis 

street & number  604 Ash Street telephone  (785) 393-0869 

city or town  Eudora state KS 66025   

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 

Figure 1: West Gate (street side). Overview image of Delaware Cemetery. Taken by Steve Rowe, July 
2018.  
 
Figure 2: American Indian lands surveyed by missionary Isaac McCoy between 1830-1836. Image from 
the Kansas Historical Society, Kansas Memory, Map of Indian Lands in Kansas, Topeka, KS. Accessed 
summer 2019 http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210082 
 
Figure 3: Delaware Cemetery list of burials and brief history - on site. 
 
Figure 4: American Indian lands surveyed by missionary Isaac McCoy between 1830-1836 

Figure 5: First page of the Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas. From the National Archives Kansas 
City, Indian Agent John G. Pratt’s handwritten register of Delawares who stayed in Kansas 
 
Figure 6: Second page of the Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas. From the National Archives Kansas 
City, Indian Agent John G. Pratt’s handwritten register of Delawares who stayed in Kansas 
 
Figure 7: Third page of the Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas. From the National Archives Kansas 
City, Indian Agent John G. Pratt’s handwritten register of Delawares who stayed in Kansas 
 
Figure 8: Ellen (Zeigler Swisher) Ritzinger Land Patent, from the General Land Office records 
 
Figure 9: Tribute from the Kansas House of Representatives to the 24 Lenape-Delaware people (Kansas 
Delaware or Citizen Delaware) 
 
 
Appendix A: Treaty Between the U.S. and Delaware, September 24, 1829 
 
Appendix B: Treaty between U.S. and Delaware, July 4, 1866 
 
Appendix C: Treaty between the U.S. and Delaware, May 30, 1860 
 
Appendix D: Delaware Cemetery Burials and their relationship to Betsy Zeigler 
 
Appendix E: List of Delaware members that stayed in Kansas. From the National Archives Kansas City, 
Indian Agent John G. Pratt’s handwritten register of Delawares who stayed in Kansas  

 
 

 
 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210082
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/210082
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Figure 5: First page of Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas 
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Figure 6: Second page of Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas 
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Figure 7: Third page of Registry for Delaware staying in Kansas 
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Figure 8: Ellen (Zeigler Swisher) Ritzinger Land Patent, from the General Land Office records 
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Figure 9: Tribute from the Kansas House of Representatives to the 24 Lenape-Delaware people (Kansas Delaware or 
Citizen Delaware) 
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Appendix A: Treaty Between the U.S. and Delaware, September 24, 1829 
 
Indian agency, near Kansas River, 24th TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE DELAWARE, 24 
SEPTEMBER 1829, St. MARY'S, OHIO 
 
Sept. 24, 1829. 7 State, 327. Proclamation, Mar. 24, 1831. 
Supplemental article to the Delaware Treaty, concluded at St. Mary's in the State of Ohio, on the 3d of October, 1818. 
Whereas the foregoing Treaty stipulates that the United States shall provide for the Delaware Nation, a country to reside 
in, West of the Mississippi, as the permanent residence of their Nation; and whereas the said Delaware Nation are now 
willing to remove, on the following conditions, from the country on James  fork of White River in the state of Missouri, to 
the Country selected in the fork of the Kansas and Missouri River, as recommended by the government, for the 
permanent residence of the whole Delaware Nation; it is hereby agreed upon by the parties, that the country in the fork of 
the Kansas and Missouri Rivers, extending up the Kansas River, to the Kansas Line, and up the Missouri River to Camp 
Leavenworth, and thence to a line drawn Westwardly, leaving a space of ten miles wide, north of the Kansas boundary 
line, for an outlet; shall be conveyed and forever secured by the United States, to the said Delaware Nation, as their 
permanent residence: And the United States hereby pledges the faith of the government to guarantee to the said 
Delaware Nation forever, the quiet and peaceable possession and undisturbed enjoyment of the same, against the claims 
and assaults of all and every other people whatever. 
 
And the United States hereby agrees to furnish the Delaware Nation with forty horses, to be given to their poor and 
destitute people, and the use of six wagons and ox teams, to assist the nation in removing their heavy articles to their 
permanent home; and to supply them with all necessary farming utensils and tools necessary for building houses, and to 
supply them with provisions on their journey, and with one year's provisions after they get to their permanent residence; 
and to have a grist and saw mill erected for their use, within two years after their complete removal. 
 
And it is hereby expressly stipulated and agreed upon by the parties, that for and in consideration of the full and entire 
relinquishment by the Delaware Nation of all claim whatever to the country now occupied by them in the State of Missouri, 
the United States shall pay to the said Delaware Nation, an additional permanent annuity of one thousand dollars. 
 
And it is further stipulated that thirty-six sections of the best land within the limits hereby relinquished, shall be selected 
under the direction of the President of the United States, and sold for the purpose of raising a fund, to be applied under 
the direction of the President, to the support of schools for the education of Delaware children. 
 
It is agreed upon by the parties that the supplementary article shall be concluded in part only, at this time, and that the 
deputation of a Chief, or Warrior, from each town with their Interpreter shall proceed with the Agent to explore the country 
more fully, and if they approve of said country, to sign their names under ours, which shall be considered as finally 
concluded on our part; and after the same shall be ratified by the President and Senate of the United States, shall be 
binding on the contracting parties. 
In testimony whereof the United States Indian agent, and the chiefs and warriors of the Delaware nation of Indians, have 
hereunto set their hands at Council camp, on James fork of White river, in the State of Missouri, this 24th day of 
September in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine.21 
 
 
  

                         
21 Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. II (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J. Kappler. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1904, pp. 304-305. 
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Appendix B: Treaty between U.S. and Delaware, July 4, 1866 
 

Article 9. The TREATY BETWEEN THE DELAWARE AND THE UNITED STATES 4 JULY 1866, THE 
DELAWARE AGENCY, KANSAS 
 
It is also stipulated that the Secretary of the Interior shall cause a registry to be made of the names all said 
Delawares who have elected to dissolve their tribal relations  and to become citizens of the United States, as 
provided in this treaty, with the names, ages, and sex of the members of the family of said Delawares, and 
present a certified copy of the same to the judge of the district court of the United States for the district of 
Kansas, and cause a copy to be filed in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, after which any of said 
Delawares, being adults, may appear before the said judge in open court, and make the same proof and take 
the same oath of allegiance that is provided by law for the naturalization of aliens, and also make proof, to the 
satisfaction of said court, that he is sufficiently intelligent and prudent to control his own affairs and interests, 
that he has adopted the habits of civilized life, and has been able to support, for at least five years, himself and 
family; when he shall receive a certificate of the same under the seal of the said court; and on the filing of the 
said certificate in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the said Delaware Indians shall be 
constituted a citizen of the United States, and be entitled to receive a patent, in fee simple, with power of 
alienation, for the land heretofore allotted him, and his just proportion, in cash or in bonds, of the cash value of 
the credits of said tribe, principal and interest, then held in trust by the United States' and also, as the same 
may be received, his proportion of the proceeds of the sale of lands under the provisions of this treaty, when 
he shall cease to be a member of the tribe. Whereupon all of the minor children of those who have become 
citizens shall be construed to have elected to sever their connection with said tribe for the time being, and be 
entitled to their just proportion of the annuities of the tribe, to be paid to the head of the family to be expended 
for their support and education until they shall attain the age of twenty-one years, after which each shall elect 
to remove to his tribe or to become a citizen of the United States, as hereinbefore provided, and if thus 
admitted to citizenship, shall be entitled to all the privileges and interests herein provided for the head of the 
family. Should any minor as aforesaid, arriving at the age of twenty-one years, and electing to become a citizen 
of the United States, or any adult Indian having so elected, fail to be admitted, he shall not be compelled to 
remove but the Secretary of the Interior shall provide proper guardianship for the protection of his rights and 
interests and those of his family. There shall be granted to each of the Delawares who have thus become 
citizens, a patent, in fee simple, for the lands heretofore allotted to them, and, if they do not remove with the 
nation, their pro rata share of all annuities and trust-property held by the United States for them, the division to 
be made under the direction by the President of the United States, after which such persons shall cease to be 
members of the Delaware tribe, and shall not further participate in their councils, nor share in their property or 
annuitie.22   
 
 
 
  

                         
22 Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. II (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J. Kappler. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1904, pp. 937-942. 
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Appendix C: Treaty between the U.S. and Delaware, May 30, 1860 
 

TREATY BETWEEN  THE UNITED STATES AND  DELAWARE 30 MAY 1860, SARCOXIEVILLE 

["KANSAS"]  

May 30, 1860. 12 Stat., 1129. Ratified July 27, 1860. Proclaimed August 22, 1860. 

Articles of the agreement and convention made and concluded at Sarcoxieville, on the Delaware reservation, 
this thirtieth day of May, one thousand eight hundred and sixty, by Thomas B. Sykes, as a commissioner on 
the part of the United States, and following named chiefs of the Delaware tribe of Indians, viz: John 
Conner, head chief of the whole tribe; Sar-cox-ie, chief of the Turtle band; Ne-con-he-con, chief of the Wolf 
band;Rock-a-to-wha, chief of the Turkey band, and assistants to the said chief, chosen and appointed by the 
people, and James Connor, chosen by the said chief as delegate. 

ARTICLE  1. 
By the first article of the treaty made and concluded at the city of Washington, on the sixth day of May, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, between George W. Manypenny, commissioner on the part of the United 
States, and certain delegates of the Delaware tribe of Indians, which treaty was ratified by the Senate of the 
United States on the eleventh day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- four, there was reserved, as a 
permanent home for the said tribe, that part of their country lying east and south of a line beginning at a point 
on the line between the Delawares and the Half-breed Kansas [Kansas Tribe], forty miles in a direct line west 
of the boundary between the Delawares and Wyandottes, thence north ten miles; thence in an easterly course 
to a point on the south bank of Big Island Creek, which shall also be on the bank of the Missouri river, where 
the usual high-water line of said creek intersects the high-water line of said river. And by the eleventh article of 
said treaty it was stipulated that "at any time hereafter when the Delawares desire it, and at their request and 
expense, the President may cause the country reserved for their permanent home, to be surveyed in the same 
manner as the ceded country is surveyed, and may assign such portion to each person or family as shall be 
designated by the principal men of the tribe: Provided, such assignment shall be uniform." The Delawares 
having represented to the government that it is their wish that a portion of the lands reserved for their home 
may be divided among them in the manner contemplated by the eleventh article of the treaty aforesaid, it is 
hereby agreed by the parties hereto, that the said reservation shall be surveyed as early as practicable after 
the ratification of these articles of agreement and convention, in the same manner that the public lands are 
surveyed; and to each member of the Delaware tribe there shall be assigned a tract of land containing eighty 
acres, to include in every case, as far as practicable, a reasonable portion of timber, to be selected according 
to the legal subdivisions of survey. 

ARTICLE 2.  
The division and assignment in severalty among the Delawares of the land shall be made in a compact body, 
under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, and his decision of all questions arising therefrom shall be 
final and conclusive. Certificates shall be issued by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for the tracts assigned 
in severalty, specifying the names of the individuals to whom they have been assigned respectively, and that 
the said tracts are set apart for the exclusive use and benefit of the assignees and their heirs. And said tracts 
shall not be alienable in fee, leased, or otherwise disposed of, except to the United States or to members of the 
Delaware tribe, and under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior; 
and the said tracts shall be exempt from levy, taxation, sale, or forfeiture, until otherwise provided by 
Congress. Prior to the issue of the certificates aforesaid, the Secretary of the Interior shall make such rules and 
regulations as he may deem necessary or  expedient, respecting the disposition of any of said tracts, in case of 
the death of the person or persons to whom they may be assigned, so that the same shall be secured to the 
families of such deceased persons. And should any of the Indians to whom tracts shall be assigned, abandon 
them, the said Secretary make take such action in relation to the proper disposition thereof, as, in his 
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judgment, may be necessary and proper. The improvements of the Indians residing on the lands to be sold 
shall be valued by the United States, and the individual owners thereof shall receive the amount realized from 
the sale of same, to be expended in building other improvements for them on the lands retained. 

ARTICLE 3.   
The Delaware tribe of Indians, entertaining the belief that the value of their lands will  be enhanced by having a 
railroad passing through their present reservation, and being of the opinion that the Leavenworth, Pawnee, and 
Western Railroad Company, incorporated by an act of the legislative assembly of Kansas Territory, will have 
the advantage of travel and general transportation over every other company proposed to be formed, which will 
run through their lands, have expressed a desire that the said Leavenworth, Pawnee, and Western Railroad 
Company shall have the preference of purchasing the remainder of their lands after the tracts in severalty and 
those for the special objects herein named shall have been selected and set apart, upon the payment into the 
United States treasury, which payment shall be made within six months after the quantity shall have been 
ascertained, in gold or silver coin, of such a sum as three commissioners, to be appointed by the Secretary of 
the Interior, shall appraise to be the value of said land: Provided, in no event shall the value be place below the 
sum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, exclusive of the cost of the survey of the same. (And that the 
United States will issue a patent in fee-simple to said company, upon the payment as aforesaid, for all the land 
remaining in Kansas.) It is, therefore, agreed by the United States that the wishes of the Delawares shall be 
granted; that they will accept of the trust reposed upon them; and that the money resulting from such 
disposition of the lands shall be disposed of and applied in the same manner provided for by the seventh and 
eighth articles of the Delaware treaty of six May, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, after expending a 
sufficient sum to enable them to commence  agricultural pursuits under favorable circumstances. It is also 
agreed that the said railroad company shall have the perpetual right of way over any portion of the lands 
allotted to the Delawares in severalty, upon payment of a just compensation, therefore, in money, to the 
respective parties whose lands are crossed by the line of railroad. It being the intent and meaning of the 
Delawares, in consenting to the sale of their surplus lands to said company, that they should, in good faith, and 
within a reasonable time, construct a railroad through their reservation, and to carry out this intent as well as to 
secure so great a public convenience, it is agreed that no patent shall issue for any of these lands nor shall the 
sale be binding upon the Delaware Indians or the United States, until the Secretary of the Interior shall be fully 
satisfied that a line of twenty-five miles of the road from Leavenworth City shall have been completed and 
equipped, when a patent shall issue for one-half of the ascertained quantity. The patent for the residue shall 
issue only when the said Secretary shall be satisfied that the road has been, in like manner, completed and 
equipped to the western boundary of the Delaware reservation. And if the said company shall fail or neglect to 
construct either the first or second section of the road, or having constructed the first section and fail to 
complete the second section within a reasonable time they shall forfeit to the United States all rights to the 
lands not previously patented, and the certificate of purchase shall be deemed and considered cancelled. And 
provided further, That in case the said company shall fail to make payment for the lands or fail to construct the 
road, as hereinbefore stipulated, within a reasonable time, the surplus lands shall be disposed of by the 
Secretary of the Interior, at public auction, in quantities not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres; but, in no 
case for a sum less than the appraised value, the net proceeds to be applied in the same manner as 
heretobefore specified: And provided further, That the said railroad company shall, finally, and in good faith, 
sell and dispose of all said lands within seven years after receiving the patent therefor, except what may be 
necessary for railroad purposes; and in default thereof so much thereof as may remain undisposed of shall 
revert to the Delaware nation, to be disposed of as herein provided for other forfeited lands. 

ARTICLE 4.  
Whereas some years ago a good many of the Delawares went down among the Southern Indians,  and as 
there are still about two hundred of them there, they have reason to believe they will return soon, it is hereby 
agreed that eighty acres each be set apart for them, to be allotted to them as they return, and certificates to be 
then issued to them, in the same manner as those now within the reservation, and in every respect to be 
governed by the same rules and regulations prescribed for the government of the lands reserved by the 
preceding articles, that until they return the allotments set apart for belong to the nation in common. 
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ARTICLE  5.  
There shall be reserved three hundred and twenty acres of ground where the mill, and school-house, 
and Ketchum's store now stand; three hundred and twenty acres where the council-house now is; one hundred 
and sixty acres where the Baptist mission now is; one hundred and sixty acres where the agency house now 
is; forty acres where the Methodist Episcopal Church South now is; forty acres where the Methodist Episcopal 
Church North now is; which several tracts, with the improvements thereupon, shall be disposed of when the 
objects for which they have been reserved shall have been accomplished, in such manner and for such 
purposes as the Secretary of the Interior shall determine to be just and equitable, for the benefit of the 
Delawares. 

ARTICLE  6.  
By article fourteen of the treaty between the Delawares and the United States,  of May six, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-four, ratified by the Senate July eleven, eighteen hundred and fifty-four, the United States 
bound herself to protect them and their rights: and that whereas, that depredations of various kinds have been 
committed upon them and their lands, it is hereby agreed that the United States shall pay them, within twelve 
months from the ratification of these articles of treaty and convention, thirty thousand dollars as indemnity, for 
timber that has been cut off from their reservation by the whites, and nine thousand five hundred dollars as 
indemnity for ponies and cattle that have been stolen from them by the whites since their last treaty with the 
United States. It is further stipulated that should the Senate of the United States refuse this article, it shall in no 
wise effect the validity of the other articles, or prejudice the rights of the Delawares to appeal to the Congress 
of the United States for the indemnities hereby agreed upon. It is further understood that, at the treaty between 
the Delawares and the United States, made September twenty-nine, of one thousand eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, the boundary of the reservation then set apart for them included the Half-breed Kansas lands; but 
it afterwards proved that the United States had previously set apart these lands for the Half-breed Kaws, and 
by that means they have been kept out of the use and benefit of said lands; it is, therefore, hereby agreed that 
a fair valuation shall be made by the United States upon such lands, under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Interior, and that the amount of said valuation shall be paid the Delawares. 

ARTICLE  7.  
In consideration of the long and faithful services of the chiefs of the Delaware nation, and of the interpreter, 
who is also a member of the nation, it is further agreed that the said chiefs and the interpreter shall have 
allotted to each a tract of land, to be selected by themselves, and shall receive a patent in fee-simple therefor 
from the President of the United States, viz: John Conner, principal chief, six hundred and forty acres;Sar-cox-
ie, chief of the Turtle band, three hundred and twenty acres; Roc-a-to-wha, chief of the Turkey band, three 
hundred and twenty acres; Ne-con-he-con, chief of the Wolf band, three hundred and twenty acres, and Henry 
Tiblow, interpreter, three hundred and twenty acres; the lines of each tract to conform to the legal subdivision 
of survey. It is further agreed that, from the money as paid the Delaware tribe of Indians, in accordance with 
article number ten of this treaty, the chiefs of said tribe of Indians shall appropriate one thousand five hundred 
dollars as the annual salary of the councilmen of the said tribe of Indians. 

ARTICLE  8.  
Any stipulation in former treaties, inconsistent with those embraced in the foregoing articles shall be of no force 
or effect. 

 ARTICLE  9.  
As these articles are entered into for the sole use and benefit of the Delaware Indians, it is understood that the 
expenses incident to carrying them into effect shall be defrayed from the funds of said Indians, held in trust for 
them by the United States. 

ARTICLE  10.  
The interest accruing to the Delawares under the former treaties, and that which may accrue under this, shall 
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be paid on the first of April and the first of October in each year. In testimony whereof, the said Thomas B. 
Sykes, commissioner as aforesaid, and the said delegates of the Delaware tribe of Indians have hereunto set 
their hands and seals, at the place and on the day and year hereinbefore written. 

[United States:]  
Thomas B.  Sykes, Commissioner. 
[Delaware]  
John Connor, Head Chief,  
Sar-cox-ie, or The Highest, Assistant Chief,   
Ne-con-he-con, or Bounding Ahead, Assistant Chief.  
Rock-a-to-wha, or Sun Rise, Assistant Chief,  

James Connor, or Ah-la-a-chick. 
Signed in the presence of--Henry Tiblow, United States interpreter,  James Findlay,  William G. Bradshaw, 
Samuel Priestley, Thomas S. Gladding.23 

 
 
 
 
 

                         
23 Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties. Vol. II (Treaties). Compiled and edited by Charles J. Kappler. Washington: 
Government Printing Office, 1904, pp. 937-942. 
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Appendix D: Delaware Cemetery Burials and their relationship to Betsy Zeigler 

 

Abbott, Francis 1914-1944 GG-grandson 

Abbott, George Washington 1858-1933 
 

Abbott, Mary Ann 1835-1913 Mother of George Washington Abbott 

Adair, Joseph 1836-1904 Family friend 

Adair, Permelia Ann 1843-1910 Mother of Joseph Adair 

African-American Man Unknown 
 

Bagby Leroy W. 1934-1938 GG-grandson 

Crummett, Melvina 1823-1895 Family friend 

Dulen, Rosa 1886-1925 G-granddaughter 

Hicks, Amos 1821-1898 Family friend 

Koerner, Arthur Logan 1895-1968 G-grandson 

Koerner, Ernest William 1868- Brother of Henry Karl Koerner  Died after 1945 

Koerner, Henry Karl 1866-1925 Husband of Mary Sophia (Zeigler) Koerner 

Koerner, Homer A. 1897-1929 G-grandson 

Koerner, Johann August 1845-1891 Father of Henry Karl Koerner 

Koerner, Johanna Christina 1845-1927 Wife of Johann August Koerner 

Koerner, Karl W. 1900-1975 Grandson 

Koerner, Mary Sophia 1873-1923 Granddaughter 

Mathews, Jonathan 1852-1928 Husband of Mary Francis Mathews 

Mathews, Martha J. 1864- Daughter of Joseph Adair 

Mathews, Mary Francis 1857-1943 Granddaughter 

Ritzinger, Anna Elizabeth 1875- Granddaughter 

Ritzinger, Clarissa Lucinda 1877- Granddaughter 

Ritzinger, Ellen 1840-1911 Daughter 

Snapp, Bryon 1896-1900 Grandson of Joseph Adair 

Swisher, James Henry 1861-1888 Grandson 

Swisher, John S. 1863-1943 Grandson 

Swisher, John W. 1857-1943 Unknown – possible duplicate of John S. Swisher 

Swisher, Mary Ellen Unknown G-granddaughter 

Swisher, Samuel 1835-1869 First husband of Ellen Ritzinger 

Swisher, Tuden Unknown 
 

Tabor, Isaiah L. 1872-1944 Family friend 

Tabor, Jefferson Lafayette 1865-1944 Family friend 

Tabor, Margaret Mae 1839-1899 Family friend 

Torneden, Baby Unknown Nephew of Henry Karl Koerner 

Turner, Cecil Unknown Family friend 

Zeigler, Arthur James 1915-1915 G-grandson 

Zeigler, Barbara Unknown Granddaughter 

Zeigler, Charles Herbert Sr. 1867-1945 Grandson 

Zeigler, Cora Alice 1889-1902 G-granddaughter 
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Zeigler, Betsy 1812-1867 Full-blooded Delaware Indian 

Zeigler, Emma 1864-1922 Granddaughter 

Zeigler, Logan 1826-1895 Son 

Zeigler, Philip 1805- Husband 

Zeigler, Sophia 1834-1925 Wife of Logan Zeigler 
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Appendix E: Delaware Indians Who Remained In Kansas 

 

HEAD OF FAMILY MINOR CHILDREN OF AGE SEX 

MARY JANE DEFRIES  24 years Female 
 William A Defries 5 years Male 
 Anna E Defries 2 years Female 

FRANCES C GRINTER  27 years Female 
 Mary L Grinter 10 years Female 
 John W Grinter 7 years Male 
 Nannie H Grinter 5 years Female 
 Edward E Grinter 2 years Male 

ANNIE GRINTER  45 Years Female 
 Martha Grinter 9 years Female 
 Cunningham Grinter 2 years Male  

WILLIAM HENRY 
GRINTER 

 25 years Male 

ROSANNA GRINTER  37 years Female 
 Juliet Grinter 16 years Female 
 Henrietta F Grinter 15 years Female 
 Mary Jane Grinter 13 years Female 
 Sarah Frances Grinter 11 years Female 
 Mary Bell Grinter 9 years Female 
 James W Grinter 7 years Male 
 Elizabeth S Grinter 3 years Female 
 Flora Grinter 15 months Female 

SALLY HONEYWELL  36 years Female 
 Ely M Honeywell 12 years Male 
 Susan F Honeywell 9 years Female 
 William Honeywell 5 years Male 
 John Honeywell 3 years Male 

GEORGE O COLLINS  22 years Male 
 Ida M Collins unknown months Female 

LEWIS KETCHUM  52 years Male 

ELIZABETH Z 
KETCHUM (WIFE) 

 31 years Female 

 Mary L Ketchum 20 years Female 
 Jane Ketchum 17 years Female 
 Barbara Ketchum 16 years Female 
 Simon Ketchum 12 years Male 
 Silas Ketchum 10 years Male 
 Lucinda Ketchum 8 years Female 
 Solomon Ketchum 5 years Male 
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JOHN W KETCHUM  24 years Male 

MARY E KETCHUM  21 years Female 

SARAH ANN KETCHUM  40 years Female 

ELIZABETH SWISHER  24 years Female 
 Mary P Swisher 6 years Female 
 James Henry Swisher 5 years Male 
 John S Swisher 2 years Male 
 Rosalie Swisher 5 months Female 

MELINDA WILCOXEN  36 years Female 
 Lucinda Wilcoxen 14 years Female 
 Emmett Wilcoxen 1 year Male 

BETSY ZEIGLER  54 years Female 
 Charles Zeigler 14 years Male 

LOGAN ZEIGLER  40 years Male 
 John Zeigler 4 years Male 
 Emily Zeigler 2 years Female 

GEORGE ZEIGLER  24 years Male 
 Rachael Zeigler 2 months Female 

MARY TIBLOW 
STEVENSON 

 17 years Female 

 Rosanna Stevenson 1 year Female 

MARY ANN TIBLOW  43 years Female 
 Virginia Tiblow 18 years Female 
 Francis Tiblow 13 years Male 
 Richard W C Tiblow 11 years Male 
 Charles Tiblow 4 years Male 
 Nancy Jane Tiblow 6 months Female 

NANNIE M PRATT  24 years Female 
 Lovania I Pratt 6 years Female 
 Ella May Pratt 4 years Female 
 Ida Florene Pratt 2 years Female 
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 Name of Property:  Delaware Cemetery 

 City or Vicinity:  Linwood (vicinity) 

 County: Leavenworth State:  KS 

 Photographer: Jamee Fiore, Kansas SHPO 

 Date Photographed: May 8, 2019 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the direction of camera: 

 

 

Photo 
Number View Description 

1 SE Overview of the cemetery from the road 

2 S Closeup of the Delaware Cemetery sign that replaced the wood sign 

3 SW Relation of sign to the road, NW boundary corner of the cemetery 

4 SW Overview of the cemetery at NE boundary corner 

5  Closeup of remaining stone 

6 NW Overview of the cemetery at SE boundary corner 

7 NW Overview of the cemetery at SE boundary corner 

8  Closeup of remaining features 

9 E Closeup of remaining stone looking out toward Neis farmland 

10 E Closeup of remaining stone 

11  Closeup of headstone 

12 NE View of remaining headstones looking out toward the east of Neis farmland 

13 E View of headstones looking out toward the north of Neis farmland 

14 NE Overview of the cemetery from the SW boundary corner 

15  Closeup of remaining headstones 

16 N Sign of the persons buried in the cemetery and history 

17 S Overview of the cemetery looking out toward the south of Neis farmland 

18 N View of remaining headstones along the edge of the cemetery bordering the road 

19 SW View W toward the road, overview of the remaining headstones 

20 E View of the double gate and sign on the west side of the property 
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Photo 1 

 

Photo 2 
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Photo 3 

 

Photo 3 

 

 

Photo 4 

 

 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
       

Delaware Cemetery  Leavenworth County, Kansas 
Name of Property              County and State 
 
 

34 
 

 

Photo 5 

 

Photo 6 
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Photo 7 

 

 

Photo 8 
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Photo 9 

 

 

 

Photo 10 
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Photo 11 

 

 

 

Photo 12 
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Photo 13 

 

 

 

Photo 14 
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Photo 15 

 

Photo 16 



United States Department of the Interior                                                                                       National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900                                                    OMB No. 1024-0018  
       

Delaware Cemetery  Leavenworth County, Kansas 
Name of Property              County and State 
 
 

40 
 

 

Photo 17 

 

Photo 18 
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Photo 19 

 

 

Photo 20 

 

 

 

 

  


