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The site of the Norman No. 1 oil well is today a Neodesha city
park. & reconstruction of the original derrick was made from California
redwood and erected over the well site in 1961. {The original derrick
was not of redwood, but it was used because of its durability.} The
derrick stands 67 feet tall and each of the four gides measures 21 feet
at the base and tapers to less than one-third that amount at the top. A
small shed and other accoutrements of the oil drilling activity have
been placed in the proper location. A fence surrounds the well site and
geparates it from a museum and information center built on the grounds
in 1970.
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STATEMENT OF S1GN T CANCE

The Norman No. 1, which was located in the garden of T. J. Norman,
a Neodeshaz blacksmith, was the first commercially successful well of
the Mid-Certinent oil field, the nation's largest, which spreads over
Kansas, Oxklahoma, and Texas.

0il kad been known in Kansas for many years; travelers on the
Santa Fe trail knew of oil seepages which they used for lubricating
their wagons. Following the news of Edwin Drake's successful drilling
at Titusviile, Penna., in 1859, interest was stirred in eastern Kansas
where oil traces had been found. Several wells were dug with slight
success bafore the Civil War curtailed such activities. After the
war the searth for oil and gas continued, particularly in southeastern
Kansas.

One of the key figures in oil and gas exploration in southeastern
Kansas was William Mills, who left Pennsylvania in 1884 for Miami county,
Kan., where he successfully completed a number of gas wells. Several
Neodesha businessmen decided their community in Wilson county should
have gas for fuel, and they promised Mills leases on 5,000 acres if he
would drill a well. They were not averse to the development of an oil
industry in case he should find oil instead of gas, and a clause in
the leases stated that if oil was struck, it would be refined in Neo-
desha. The leased properties included the four-acre garden patch of
T, J. Norman along the banks of the Verdigris on the cast edge of town.
The firm of A. P. McBride and ¢. I,. Bloom of Independence, Kan., con-
tracted to drill Mills' well.

On November 28, 1892, the drilling rig struck oil at 832 feet.
Mills' diary entry for that date reads: "Well commenced flowing at
noon. I staid with it all day and night. Gathered 60 gallons of oil
. . ." He believed that the oil was of marketable guality, but he
lacked the large sums of money needed to go into large scale preduction.
Therefore the discovery was kept secret, the machinery was taken down
and the well capped the next day, and Mills went East to seek capital.
His efforts were unguccessful until he talked to the firm of John
Guffey and James Galey in Pittsburg. These men were well-known wild-
catters famous for their development of eastern oil fields. Galey
made a trip to Kansas and decided that the venture was worthwhile.
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8. They took over Mills' project, offering him one-fourth interest, and
soon had leased thousands of acres in Wilson and adjoining counties.
(Some estimates say as much as one million acres were leased. } Several
drilling operations took place but no gushers were found.

Then on October 4, 1893, after it had been left idle for almost a
year, the Norman well was shot with 30 quarts of nitroglycerin. The
assembled crowd of onlockers saw a large column of oil and water rise Y
high above the derrick., The first pumping yielded 371 barrels of oil.
The well produced as much as two barrels of oil an hour and 18 to 24
barrels a day with continuous pumping. The Norman No. 1 was the first
producing well in what became known as the Mid-Continent field. It was
the first major discovery of oil in the nation since the Titusville :
find in 1859,

Other successful wells were drilled, but Guffey and Galey could
not market their Kansas oil without paying prohibitive transportation :
charges. (The rates were controlled by Eastern interests who had no :
desire to see the Kansas oil fields developed.) Consequently they sold :
out in 1895 at a considerable loss to the Forest 0il Co., a subsidiary
of Standard Oil. Before the turn of the century Standard 0il had
erected a refinery at Neodesha.

The Norman No. 1 continued to pump for 24 years until 1917 At
that time its yield was down to half a barxrel a day and the pipe was
pulled and the well abandoned. The site was forgottern until the cele-
bration of the 50th anniversary of the discovery of oil in Neodesha
stirred interest in marking the site responsible for much of the growth
and prosperity of the city. - .

In 1961 a e67-foot reconstruction of the original derrick was ! 2=
erected on the site of the well. An information and museum building ‘ L
was placed at the city-owned site in 1970,

The Norman No. 1 oil well site is an important landmark to the
industrial growth of Kansas. The well is not significant for the
amount of oil it produced but rather for what its successful completion
led to. As the discovery well of the Mid-Continent field, whose oil
has been so important to the nation's prosperity, the Norman No. 1 is
a historic site worthy of National Register listing.
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