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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment 

other names/site number  KHRI #115-852 

2.  Location 

street & number   Address Restricted.   not for publication 

city or town  Lehigh   vicinity 

state Kansas  code KS county Marion code 115 zip code 67073 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this   x     nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  x  _  meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this 
property be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

   X   national                  statewide              local  
 
SEE FILE                                   ____________________________________ 
Signature of certifying official                                                                         Date 
 
                   _____________________________________ 
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
 
 
                                   ____________________________________ 
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 
                            ___________________                                                                                          _________                                                      
Title                                                                                                                                        State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 

4.  National Park Service Certification  

I, hereby, certify that this property is:   

 

       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           

       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    

       other (explain:)       ________________________________________________________________________________  

    

                                                                                                                      
                                    ____________________________________ 

  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
 

 

 

X 

X 
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5.  Classification  
 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

X private  building(s) 0 0 buildings 

 public - Local  district 0 0 district 

 public - State X site 3 0 site 

 public - Federal  structure 0 0 structure 

   object 1 0 object 

    4 0 Total 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

Historic Resources of the Santa Fe Trail (2012)  0 
                                             

6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

TRANSPORTATION/road-related  AGRICULTURE/agricultural field 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/marker  RECREATION AND CULTURE/marker 

COMMERCE/restaurant (roadhouse)   

COMMERCE/department store (trading post/road 

ranch)   

   

   

   
 

   

7. Description 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 
 Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

N/A  foundation: N/A 

  walls: N/A 

    

  roof: N/A 

  other: Stone (DAR marker) 
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Narrative Description 

 
Summary 

French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment is located [REDACTED] in Marion County, in central Kansas.  
There are at least 6 visible swales that are approximately 615 m (2020.5 ft) in length, within a corridor that 
ranges in width from 137.2 m (450 ft) at the north to 205.7 m (675 ft) near the middle to 34.3 m (112.5 ft) at the 
south end of the segment.  This Santa Fe Trail remnant follows a northeast-southwest path, connecting the 
Cottonwood River Crossing [REDACTED] and Station Little Arkansas/Camp Grierson [REDACTED] along the 
main route of the Santa Fe Trail [REDACTED].  French Frank’s Trail Segment includes four property types as 
outlined in the Historic Resources of the Santa Fe Trail revised multiple property nomination: one 
Transportation Site (Trail Segment subtype) in the form of swales; two Travel and Trade Sites, the Cottonwood 
Holes (Natural Amenity subtype) and French Frank’s Ranch (Building Site subtype); and an example of a 
Monument and Memorial, the Waldeck (French Frank’s) Daughters of the American Revolution marker.  
Together these four resources and their contributing land area constitute 30.65 acres. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  
 

 French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment generally follows the General Land Office (GLO) survey lines 
marked in Marion County between 1857 and 1876.  It was here that a French emigrant, Claude Frances 
Laloge (French Frank), established a road ranch in 1861 at what was known as Cottonwood Holes.  The creek 
is named French Creek in honor of Laloge, the first homesteader in the area.  Cottonwood Holes were so 
named because this was the first water that could be found west of the Cottonwood Crossing, and the water 
was found in a depression along the creek, hence, Cottonwood Holes.  Southwest of this site, the trail has 
been almost obliterated in Marion County by farming operations. 

Landscape1 

French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment is located on the eastern edge of the Smoky Hills division of 
the Dissected High Plains section of the Great Plains province of the Interior Plains division of North America.2  
The Dissected High Plains section essentially constitutes the heavily dissected eastern front of the High Plains 
of western Kansas.  The region under consideration is characterized by “…a broken landscape of high plateau 
like uplands, prominent and often sharply indented east-facing sandstone or limestone escarpments, 
conspicuous headlands, isolated buttes, hills, and rolling lowland plains.”3  Located north of the Arkansas River 
and covering most of north central Kansas, this portion of the Dissected High Plains is made up of two distinct 
ranges of upland which parallel each other in a northeast-southwest irregularly trending fashion.  Bedrock is of 
Cretaceous age.  The eastern range (and sometimes the entire Dissected High Plains area) is commonly 
referred to as the Smoky Hills; it is formed mainly in thick beds of Dakota sandstone.  The western range is 
referred to as the Blue Hills; the bedrock there consists mainly of limestones and shales. 

French Frank’s is located within the eastern, Smoky Hills division of the Dissected High Plains.  Some 
of the major cities within the Smoky Hills are Washington, Minneapolis, Salina, Lyons, and Larned.  Notable 
Smoky Hills landmarks include Coronado Heights and Pawnee Rock, which are singularly large outcrops of 
Dakota sandstone, and Rock City, an area of numerous large sandstone concretions.  Ranging from 20 to 40 
miles wide, the Smoky Hills region is a maturely dissected broad hilly belt having a relief in places of up to 200-
300 feet.  In general, however, the relief is much less.  Topographically, the region consists mainly of largely 
indistinct terraces and dissected escarpments, with numerous outlying hills and mounds.  The major rivers of 
the region – the Republican, Solomon, Saline, and Smoky Hill – flow in an easterly or southeasterly direction 
through flat-bottomed valleys ranging up to two or three miles wide.  Numerous spring-fed tributaries indent the 

                         
1
 The following three paragraphs are adapted from standard language used in reports written by Kansas State 

Historical Society, Cultural Resources Division, Archeology Department. 
2
 W.E. Schoewe, “The Geography of Kansas, Part II: Physical Geography,” Transactions of the Kansas Academy of 

Science 52, no. 3 (1949): 280, 309-311. 
3
 Waldo R. Wedel, “An introduction to Kansas archeology,” Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of American Ethnology, 

Bulletin (1959): 10. 
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valley margins; like the larger streams and rivers, their courses are commonly terraced lined.  The bottomland 
soils are usually deep, well drained, and fertile. 

The vegetation of the region prior to modern encroachment and change apparently consisted of prairie 
penetrated by riverine forest, with a few small patches of trees occupying sheltered locations on the prairie, 
mainly on steep escarpments and butte tops.  The potential natural vegetation of the region consists of 
tallgrass prairie and mixed prairie dominated by bluestem (Andropogon gerardii and Schizachyrium scoparium) 
and grama grasses (Bouteloua spp.), combined with floodplain forest or savanna vegetation consisting of tall, 
medium tall, and low broadleaf deciduous scattered trees and shrubs.4  Moving from east to west, the forests 
become narrower and lower, and often less dense.  Dominant trees include hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), 
cottonwood (Populus deltoids), willow (Salix spp.), and elm (Ulmus spp.).  A variety of fruit and berry-producing 
shrubs such as chokecherry (Prunus virginiana), currant (Ribes odoratum), gooseberry (Ribes grossularia), 
plum (Prunus spp.), and grape (Ampelopsis cordata) were also present in the forested areas. 

At French Frank’s, trees are much more abundant than during trail days.  This is likely due to the 
Timber Culture Act (1873), which encouraged the planting of trees.  This act, authored by US Senator Phineas 
W. Hitchcock of Nebraska, was a follow-up to the Homestead Act (1862), which gave an applicant freehold title 
to an area called a “homestead” (160 acres) of surveyed federal land.5  The Timber Culture Act allowed 
homesteaders to acquire another 160 acres of land if they planted trees on at least 10 acres of the quarter 
section.6  It was thought that the timber would be beneficial for use as building materials, as fuel for fires, and 
as windbreaks on the plains.  This Act was repealed in 1891, but evidence remains in the form of existing 
trees, including ash (Fraxinus spp.), Osage orange (Maclura pomifera), black walnut (Juglans nigra), locust 
(Gleditia spp. and Robinia spp.), some catalpa (Catalpa spp.).  Willow and cottonwood are also found here. 

This 30.65-acre site is a gently sloping site intersected in the middle by French Creek, which feeds the 
Cottonwood Holes.  Along the northern boundary, the topography begins at 472.4 m (1550 ft) and slopes 
southwest to an elevation of 463.3 m (1520 ft) at the creek.  From here, the site begins to gently rise, ending at 
an elevation of 469.4 m (1540 ft) at the southern boundary.  French Creek – named in honor of Claude 
Frances (Frank) Laloge, owner of the associated road ranch – enters the quarter section from the northwest at 
an elevation of 469.4 m (1540 ft) and follows the topography south-southeast, exiting at the center of the 
quarter section at the south section line at an elevation of 460.2 m (1510 ft).  Runoff from the multiple swales 
on this property has likely influenced the varying widths and the course of the creek, though the general 
location within the landscape appears to be the same as in trail days. Some concentrated erosion has occurred 
during this time.   

[REDACTED] Grazing is allowed within the boundary part of the year, but haying is prohibited in this 
area in order to better protect the existing Santa Fe Trail swales.  The cultivated areas of the farm were 
reseeded in 2002; native prairie still remains within most of the Santa Fe Trail boundary.  This land is 
maintained as an educational experience, where soft pedestrian trails have been created for landowner-led 
tours. 

Located in a rural area of Marion County, this site’s views and vistas out of the landscape are minimally 
obstructed. To the southeast of the site are the remnants of a former farmstead, including the largest 
concentration of trees. The highest area on site is along the northern boundary, marked by a gravel road; a 
barb wire fence runs along the south side of the road marking the property line.  The landscape gently slopes 
south toward the creek from there. 

                         
4 A.W. Kuchler, “A New Vegetation Map of Kansas,” Ecology 55, no. 3 (1974): 586-604. 
5
 NHD, NARA & USA Freedom Corp, “Homestead Act (1862),” Our Documents Website [Homestead Act page]; 

available from http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=31; accessed 31 January 31, 2012; Nebraska 
State Historical Society, “Timber Culture Act of 1873,” Official Nebraska Government Website [Timber Culture Act page]; 
available from http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/timeline/timber_culture_act_1873.htm; accessed 31 
January 2012. 

6
 Everett Dick, The Sod-House Frontier, 1854-1890: A Social History of the Northern Plains from the Creation of 

Kansas & Nebraska to the Admission of the Dakotas (New York: D. Appleton-Century Co., 1937), 164. 
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Trail Segment 

French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment is an example of a trail segment subtype of transportation sites 
defined in the revised multiple property nomination.  [REDACTED] The swales follow the topography as it 
gently slopes to the creek from both the southwest and the northeast.  The crisscrossing course of these 
swales indicate that over the active years of the trail through this section, travelers chose different routes to 
cross the creek, which interrupts the swales in the middle of the site (Figures 2 and 3). 

The exact depths of the individual swales vary along the length of the segment.  Given the sloping 
character of this site, rainwater runoff, which tends to collect at the bottom of the depressions, has made them 
slightly larger depressions than they were in trail days.   

Cottonwood Holes 

The Cottonwood Holes is an example of a natural amenity – a subtype of travel and trade sites defined 
in the revised multiple property nomination.  These naturally formed water holes provided a convenient location 
for a mid-day break from traveling from and the first water source west of Cottonwood Creek [REDACTED] 
These naturally-occurring water holes are located at the site’s lowest elevation [463.3 m (1520 ft)] and 
historically were fed by the creek and underground aquifers.  In recent years, the holes have become drier than 
during trail days due to drought and the construction of a well house to the northwest of the property that 
diverts water away from the creek.  Cottonwood Holes are still distinguishable by a variance in vegetation. 

The number of holes varies with the amount of available water.  At least two large holes were visible 
[REDACTED]  in January 2012.  [REDACTED] The holes were a combination of depressions in the valley and 
holes along the stream.   

French Frank’s Road Ranch Site 

French Frank’s Road Ranch site is an example of a building site, a subtype of travel and trade sites 
defined in the revised multiple property nomination.  The exact location of French Frank’s Ranch within the 
site’s boundaries is yet to be determined.  [REDACTED] Archeological investigation has the potential to 
confirm this site, and the boundaries of French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment are large enough to 
incorporate the ranch site should it be discovered through future archeological investigations. 

The only clues concerning the physical description of the ranch come from Laloge’s son, Claude.  While 
relating an incident between his father and Kiowa Chief Satanta, Claude mentions “a cedar post under the 
ridge pole of the log store,” indicating a gable-roofed log structure.7  The ranch also had at least one stove for 
heat.8  Accounts exist concerning similar structures along the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas that help contextualize 
French Frank’s.  The station at Lost Spring (1859-1866), [REDACTED], was an L-shaped structure, measuring 
18 m x 18 m (60 ft x 60 ft).  The exterior walls featured vertical clapboard siding; the roof was sod, and the 
floors were dirt.9  The Ranch at Cimarron Crossing in Gray County (1866-1868) was built using turf, and they 
had to go “twenty miles for timber” to lay the roofing, “consisting first of poles, then a layer of buffalo hides and 
gunny sacks and upon this an eight inch course of dirt or sod.”10  The structure measured 12 m x 5 m (40 ft x 
16 ft), and the walls were two feet thick, “so that every part of the building was not only secure against fire and 
weather, but also proof against bullets.”11  The Ranch at Cow Creek Crossing in Rice County (1858-1859) was 

                         
7
 C.F. (Claude) Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F. (Francis) Laloge in Chase County in Early Days,” Chase County 

Historical Sketches, volume 1 (1940): 267. 
8
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F. (Francis) Laloge…”, 267. 

9
 Sondra Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and Present (Hillsboro, Kansas: M.B. Publishing House, 1972), 

225. 
10

 The recollections of Charles Raber, a freighter in the mid-1860s quoted by Louise Barry in “The Ranch at 
Cimarron Crossing” Kansas Historical Quarterly 39, No. 3 (Autumn 1973): 350-351 

11
 Ibid. 
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described as “three or four little lumber shanties built in a row on the east side of Cow creek.”12  The Ranch at 
the Little Arkansas Crossing, also in Rice County, (1859-1880) was constructed using stone.13  Boyd’s Ranch 
(1868) located in Pawnee County was made of sod.  Future archeological investigations have the potential to 
yield information about this building, which will inform scholarship on ranches along the Santa Fe Trail.   

Waldeck DAR Marker 

The Waldeck Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Marker is an example of a monument and 
memorial property type as described in the revised multiple property nomination.  The carved red granite 
Waldeck DAR marker was placed in 1907.14  The base was replaced, but the marker has never been 
relocated.  [REDACTED] Roughly rectangular in shape, the marker is approximately 2 feet tall and half as 
wide; it faces north.  The etched black lettering reads “SANTA FE TRAIL/1822-1872/MARKED BY 
THE/DAUGHTERS OF THE/AMERICAN/REVOLUTION/AND THE/STATE OF KANSAS/1906.”  The marker’s 
base was replaced and the words were recut by the Cottonwood Crossing Chapter of the Santa Fe Trail 
Association (SFTA) in 1998. In 2010, the lettering was lithographed by the DAR. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
12

 The Rice County Gazette, Sterling, May 25, 1876; or, “Rice County Clippings,” v1, p41 (in KSHS library) quoted 
by Louise Barry in “The Ranch at Cow Creek Crossing (Beach Valley, P.O.)” Kansas Historical Quarterly 38, No. 4 (Winter 
1972): 444. 

13
 Louise Barry, “The Ranch at Little Arkansas Crossing” Kansas Historical Quarterly 38 (Autumn 1972): 294. 

14
 Almira Cordy, The Story of the Marking of the Santa Fe Trail by the Daughters of the American Revolution in 

Kansas and the State of Kansas (Topeka: Crane and Company, 1915), 135. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing) 

 

X 
A Property is associated with events that have made a 

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history.  

 
B Property is associated with the lives of persons 

significant in our past. 
  

   

 
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  

of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  

   

X D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

 

 
  

 
 
 

Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) 

 

Property is: 

 
 

A 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.  

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

X 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

 
 within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Transportation 

Commerce 

Social History 

 

 

 

 

Period of Significance  

1821-1907 

 

 

Significant Dates 

1861-1866 

1907 

 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above) 

 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

Unknown 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The period of significance encompasses the years the trail was active in Marion County and extends to include the year 
the DAR marker was installed at the site. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
As discussed in the revised multiple property nomination, the commemorative DAR marker is eligible because the age, 
intent, and symbolic value of this resource contribute to the marker’s own historical significance.  This significance is in large-
part directly tied to the effort to memorialize the trail by those who were associated with the trail.  This object also provides 
the location of a Santa Fe Trail swale, and in this way helps to confirm and illuminate the history of the trail itself. 
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8. Statement of Significance  

 
Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and applicable criteria)  

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment is nationally significant as part of the Historic Resources of the 

Santa Fe Trail revised multiple property nomination under Criterion A for its association with transportation and 
commerce along the Santa Fe Trail and under Criterion D for its potential to yield information about the road 
ranches in central Kansas.  This property is also significant under Criterion A in the area of social history for its 
commemoration by the DAR.  The site, together with the surrounding landscape, retains a good degree of 
integrity in terms of location, setting, feeling, and association required for registration.  Its period of significance 
begins with the initiation of commercial traffic over this segment of the trail in 1821 and ends with the 
installation of the Waldeck DAR marker in 1907.  This site materially reflects important historic events outlined 
in the historic contexts: International Trade on the Mexican Road, 1821-1846; The Mexican-American War and 
the Santa Fe Trail, 1846-1848; Expanding National Trade on the Santa Fe Trail, 1848-1861; The Effects of the 
Civil War on the Santa Fe Trail, 1861-1865; The Santa Fe Trail and the Railroad, 1865-1880; The 
Commemoration and Reuse of the Santa Fe Trail, 1880-1987, as well as the Santa Fe Trail in Kansas. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance  
 

French Frank’s Trail Segment is a site that contains remnants from the Santa Fe Trail, which was active 
from 1821 until 1880.  In Marion County, the trail’s years of use began with William Becknell’s first expedition to 
Santa Fe in 1821 and ended in 1866 with the arrival of the railroad.  In 1866, the Kansas Pacific Railroad (KP) 
arrived in Junction City [REDACTED].  Junction City briefly became the eastern terminus of the trail until the 
KP reached Salina, [REDACTED], in 1867.  As was common in the years immediately following the active trail 
days, the Santa Fe Trail was used as a local road in this area until the section line roads were established, 
between 1882 and 1892.  The dedication of the Waldeck DAR marker in 1907 marks the end of this site’s 
period of significance. 

Trail Traffic (1821-1866) 

The trail segments located at French Frank’s were part of the primary route of the Santa Fe Trail before 
it split between the Mountain and Cimarron routes farther west.  This land saw the majority of travelers and 
traders who traveled between Santa Fe and Missouri.  The first Santa Fe trader to cross this site was William 
Becknell in 1821, with a pack mule train; in 1822 Becknell repeated his trip, this time with 3 wagons – the first 
wagons used on the Santa Fe Trail – in the spring.  George Sibley’s survey expedition of the Santa Fe Trail 
likely crossed this land on August 14, 1825.15  However, Sibley’s survey marked the trail to the north of where 
the actual trail crossed this section [REDACTED].  On July 8, 1846, Brigadier General Stephen Watts Kearny 
and his Army of the West, with approximately 1600 men, crossed this land on his way to occupy Santa Fe 
during the Mexican-American War.  Regular mail service started through this area in 1850.  In 1866, over 5000 
wagons passed over the land.16   

The pattern of traffic left within this landscape tends to support the fact that west of Council Grove 
[REDACTED] the wagons traveled in four parallel columns.  The extant swales intersect the creek where 
travelers would pause for a mid-day respite.  After camping at Cottonwood Creek, Santa Fe-bound travelers 
would spend the morning on the trail, stopping around the noon hour for rest at the Cottonwood Holes to the 
south of French Creek.  This site provided both the water (the first since Cottonwood Creek) and “nooning 
area” for this mid-day break.  Noted traveler Susan Shelby Magoffin mentioned this site in her diary on June 
27, 1846, “We left [Cottonwood Creek] at 7 o’clock in the morning – came some [REDACTED] miles… [and] 
                         

15
 S. and G. Schmidt, “Santa Fe Trail – Chisholm Trail, Crosses The Schmidt Land – Story,” 29 February 2004 

[transcription on-line]; available from Santa Fe Trail Research <http://www.santafetrailresearch.com/main-route/santa-fe-
chisholm-trail.html> (accessed 31 January 2012). 

16
 Ibid. 
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nooned it on the Prairie… After dinner to get rid of the hot sun, we spread out a buffalo robe in the little shade 
made by the carriage, and took a short siesta of a few minutes.”17  Magoffin’s siesta most likely occurred on the 
level ground on the south side of the creek. 

Magoffin was not the only traveler to mention this stopping point in journals.  In 1859, Captain Randolph 
Marcy in his book The Prairie Traveler, commissioned by the US War Department, noted that “Water Holes. 
[sic] – Water generally; no wood” [REDACTED].18 Marcy’s terse commentary actually enlightens much about 
this location in 1859. First, he confirms that water and water holes were present – a valid reason to take a 
break from traveling. Second, his comment about the lack of wood supports the fact that the trees currently 
present at the site are remains from a later time period, namely from circa 1873 when this land was planted as 
part of the Timber Culture Act.  Finally, his lack of mentioning a trading post or road ranch helps to confirm that 
Frank Laloge had yet to establish himself at this site.   

One of the last mentions of the Cottonwood Holes comes in 1865.  Kansas settler, Frank Stahl, was 
employed by Leavenworth contractor James Kerr to drive over 1100 head of cattle to Fort Union, New Mexico 
for the US military.19  Upon leaving Cottonwood Crossing on August 22, 1865, Stahl “Got an escort of 24 men 
and a commissioned captain to accompany us to Running Turkey.”20  On their way, they camped at 
Cottonwood Holes.21 

French Frank’s Ranch (1861-1866) 

 Though no evidence of the ranch remains above ground, documentary evidence supports the 
hypothesis that the ranch was located within the boundaries of this site.  Magoffin’s and Marcy’s journal entries 
note relatively the same distance between Cottonwood Creek and Cottonwood Holes: [REDACTED].  Further, 
Frank Laloge’s son, Claude, wrote that his father established a “trading post at Cottonwood Holes, about 
[REDACTED].”22  French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment fits both of those locational descriptions. 

  Claude Francis Laloge (later known as French Frank) was born near Lyons, France, May 31, 1831 
(Figure 6).23  He left France with 15 other men on June 10, 1857 and landed at New Orleans on July 22, 1857.  
Laloge and Peter Martin, another young Frenchman who had probably come to America on the same ship, 
visited Kansas in July 1859.  Though sources do not specify where they visited, their nationality indicates the 
likelihood they ended up in the Cottonwood Valley that spans between Chase and Marion counties where they 
would later establish French Frank’s Ranch.  This area included a total of 60 French-speaking families that 
arrived from France, Belgium, and Switzerland from 1857 to 1885.  Most settled in Cottonwood Township in 
Chase County, while some families continued into Marion County to settle in Grant and Doyle Townships and 
the city of Florence.24   Martin gained unspecified employment on the Santa Fe Trail; Laloge continued on to 
                         

17
 Susan Shelby Magoffin, Down The Santa Fe Trail and Into New Mexico: The Diary of Susan Shelby Magoffin, 

1846-1847, ed. Stella M. Drumm (Lincoln & London: University of Nebraska Press, 1982), 30. 
18

 Captain Randolph Marcy, “Itinerary II,” The Prairie Traveler (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1859) [transcription 
on-line]; available from Kansas Collection Books <http://www.kancoll.org/books/marcy/mai02txt.htm> (accessed 15 June 
2012).  

19
 William E. Connelley, A Standard History of Kansas and Kansans Vol. III (Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1918-

1919), 1316. 
20

 Francis (Frank) M. Stahl, John Meredith, trans., Santa Fe Trail Diary: Cattle drive from Leavenworth, Kansas to 
Fort Union, New Mexico (Unpublished, 1865, 2008), 7 [electronic transcription on-line]; available from 
http://www.frankstahlbio.net/Frank%20Stahl%20Santa%20Fe%20Trail%20diary%20transcription.pdf; Internet; accessed 
22 June 2012.  Running Turkey Creek was west of the Cottonwood Holes. 

21
 Ibid. 

22
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 266. 

23
 Francis Laloge, Jr., “Francis Laloge: A Brief Outline of the Laloge Family” Chase County Historical Sketches, 

volume 1 (1940): 268. 
24

 Alberta Pantle, “History of the French-Speaking Settlement in the Cottonwood Valley” The Kansas Historical 
Quarterly 19 (February 1951): 12. 
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Pike’s Peak to dig for gold.25  Upon his return to Kansas in 1860, Laloge was hired as a cook at an unknown 
station on the Santa Fe Trail.26  It was this experience that prepared him for his commercial venture in the fall 
of 1861.   

Laloge quit his job as a cook in the fall of 1861 and established a ranch at “Cottonwood hole [sic], a few 
miles south and west of Moore’s ranch at Cottonwood crossing.”27  Peter Martin became Laloge’s business 
partner, and the two operated what became known as “French Frank’s” from 1861 to 1866.  The ranch was so-
named because Laloge was the first person to lay claim to this quarter section on 5 January 1863, under the 
Homestead Act of 1862.28  Laloge and Martin most likely chose their location because of its proximity to other 
French-speaking families.  Martin usually stayed at the ranch while Laloge went east into Chase and other 
neighboring counties to buy produce, eggs, and buttermilk, among other items, or went west to trade with 
American Indians, most likely Kiowa and Cheyenne, which were in the area west of Marion County during the 
Civil War years.29  On one of Laloge’s trips into Chase County, he met a French girl, Mary Eugenie Hallotte, 
who had come from Ohio with her parents in 1860 to settle in the French-speaking area of Cottonwood Valley.  
On May 10, 1863, Laloge and Hallotte were married, and she returned with him to the ranch at Cottonwood 
Holes.30  Little is currently known about her contribution to the running of the ranch. 

The known list of provisions Laloge purchased and his previous experience as a cook at a station 
support the idea that French Frank’s Ranch offered meals and small provisions to trail travelers.  Further, the 
years of operation, 1861-1866, indicate that traffic continued along the trail, even though the Civil War was 
ongoing.  Future archeological investigations of the ranch site have the potential to provide insight into how the 
ranch building(s) functioned, answering questions such as: were sleeping quarters available; how many 
ancillary structures were associated with the ranch and what were their functions; how was this ranch 
arranged?  This information is important not only to further understand the significance of French Frank’s but 
also to understand how road ranches functioned during the Civil War. 

As is described in the multiple property nomination, the Civil War years were not only a time of 
increased military presence on the Santa Fe Trail but also a time of increased tensions between travelers on, 
settlers near, and American Indian tribes along the trail.  French Frank’s Ranch played a role in at least two 
incidents that resulted from this tension.  On July 20, 1864, Ed Miller, an 18-year-old from Marion Centre, “was 
sent to take a message to the E.P. Waterman family at Running Turkey ranch” [REDACTED] west of 
Cottonwood Holes.31   

Ed stopped for a few minutes at French Frank’s ranch.  Alphonse Bichet, who was working there at the 
time rode a mile or two with him then turned back to the ranch.  He was the last person to see the boy 

                         
25

 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 266.  Laloge Jr. reports that his father stayed in Colorado for about a year, spent 
all of his money and walked back to Kansas City. 

26
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 266; Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 23.  Known stations near the Cottonwood Valley 

at this time were: Smith-Moore Ranch at Cottonwood Creek, Lost Spring, both in Marion County, and the Fuller Ranch on 
Turkey Creek in McPherson County.  The latter ranch is known to have had a restaurant. 

27
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 267; Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 23; Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and 

Present, 25.  All of these sources refer to the ranch as a “trading post” and a “ranch.”  Current scholarship on these two 
terms indicates these are two distinct entities.  Trading posts were established first and foremost to trade with American 
Indian populations; road ranches were later establishments for supporting trail travelers, though American Indians also 
interacted at these locations.  Because of the late date of establishment and the types of merchandise offered at this 
location, the term “ranch” is most accurate. 

28
 Schmidt, “Santa Fe Trail – Chisholm Trail,” n.p. 

29
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 267; Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 23; Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and 

Present, 25. 
30

 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 267; Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 23. 
31

 Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 25; Marion Record, 11 January 1912. 
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alive.  Three days later a [search] party found his body near the present Marion-McPherson county line.  
He had been killed and scalped by [Cheyenne].32   

The search party set out from French Frank’s on July 23, 1864 to look for him and found his body four miles 
west of French Frank’s. 33  They buried him beside the trail near where they found him.  In September 1864, 
Laloge is said to have had an encounter with Kiowa Chief Satanta and members of his tribe.  Laloge’s son, 
Claude, relates the story in which Satanta threatened to kill Laloge, and Laloge then threatened to blow up the 
ranch building by inserting a firebrand into an open keg of powder.34  Neither threat was carried out, but the 
tension, presumably between Laloge and a tribe with which he once traded, resulted in the eventual selling of 
the ranch.  The first attempt to sell came the day after the incident with Chief Satanta:   

[A] man driving two teams of oxen, stopped at the store and offered to trade his outfit for the store, and 
the deal was made.  [Laloge] and Martin departed that same evening for the home of his brother-in-law, 
where [Laloge] had sent [his wife] a few days before.  They traveled all night.  A man on a horse 
overtook them the next morning at sun up and told them that the store was on fire and about one 
hundred American Indians were dancing around it and singing war songs.  That was in September 
1864.  The new store man was never heard of again.35 

Laloge and Martin were eventually able to sell the ranch to George F. Russell between 1865 and 1866.  Laloge 
and Martin paid for a dram shop (liquor) license in October 1865; Russell paid $25 for a six month license in 
July 1866.36  Because Santa Fe traffic shifted away from this area of Marion County in 1866, the ranch likely 
did not continue operating much past 1866.   

Laloge and Martin remained in Cottonwood Valley after selling the ranch.  Laloge relocated to nearby 
Cedar Point until 1869.  At that time, the Laloges moved to a farm at the junction of Cedar and Coon creeks, 
2.5 miles southeast of Cedar Point, where they remained.37  Frank and Mary Laloge had five sons, four whom 
– Joseph, Francis, Claude, Peter – along with Mary, survived Laloge.38  Frank Laloge died at home in June of 
1899 from stomach cancer, and Mary Hallote Laloge died in February of 1911. 39  He is buried in Mount 
Calvary Cemetery near Florence, Kansas.  Peter Martin homesteaded also on Cedar Creek, and in 1868, 
married Rosalie Dumartinot, who died in 1872.  Upon his wife’s death, Martin left the valley.  Subsequent 
information on Martin is unknown.40 

Marking French Frank’s (1906-1907) 

Efforts to mark the Santa Fe Trail in Marion County occurred in 1906 by school children and the 
Daughters of the American Revolution.  In a letter to early Marion County settler, Alex Case, then secretary of 
the Kansas State Historical Society, George W. Martin, informed Case of the DAR’s interest in placing three or 
four markers in the county.41  Case suggested the markers be placed at Lost Spring, Smith-Moore’s Ranch at 
Cottonwood Creek, French Frank’s, and Ed Miller’s grave.42   

                         
32

 Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 25-26.  Alphonse Bichet’s 1859 house near Florence, Kansas is listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places.  See nomination on file with the Kansas SHPO for more information. 

33
 Ibid. 

34
 Laloge, Jr., “History of C.F.,” 267. 

35
 Ibid. 

36
 Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and Present, 25, 27.  Van Meter references The Marion County 

Treasurer’s Book, Vol. 1, “Account of Money received for Dram Shop Licenses for the year 1865” and the [Marion] County 
Commissioners, Journal, Vol. 1. (July 1866), 15. 

37
 Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 24; Laloge, Jr., “Francis Laloge,” 268. 

38
 Laloge, Jr., “Francis Laloge,” 268-269. 

39
 Ibid. 

40
 Pantle, “French-Speaking,” 24. 

41
 Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and Present, 26. 

42
 Ibid. 
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The Waldeck DAR marker was installed June 11, 1907 at Dole’s Park in the now-defunct community of 
Waldeck.43  Waldeck was platted in December 1899, but though a school and general store were located 
there, no town officially developed.44  Dole’s Park – named for B.F. Dole, who was paid $4.60 to haul the 
marker to Waldeck – was in the section in which French Frank’s was located.45  The marker “was placed where 
the main road, coming into Waldeck from the east, crosses the old Trail.”46  The suggestion by a local settler to 
place a marker at French Frank’s and the fact that this marker has not been relocated further help to confirm 
this site is the correct location wherein the ranch was established.   

French Frank’s Trail Segment contains and is likely to contain resources related to the Santa Fe Trail.  
These resources played important roles in the commerce and transportation along the trail by providing the 
route and amenities where travelers could rest.  This site also has the potential to yield information about 
ranches on the trail, especially informing research on ranches in Kansas. 

                         
43

 Cordry, Marking the Santa Fe Trail, 135, 137. 
44

 Van Meter, Marion County Kansas: Past and Present, 324. 
45

 Cordry, Marking the Santa Fe Trail, 135, 137. 
46

 Ibid., 137. 
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Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:   A Lat.,Long. map indicating the property's location.  Datum used: WGS84.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 

 Continuation Sheets 
 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Photographs:  

 

Name of Property: French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment   
City or Vicinity: Lehigh vicinity  
County/State: Marion County, Kansas    
Photographer: John Barry  
Date: 11 January 2012 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number: 
 
1 of 8: Standing in swale, looking N toward county road. 
2 of 8: Looking W-NW at possible location of ranch.  People in photograph are standing at approximate corners. 
3 of 8: Looking SW, showing swale running from left to right in center of photograph. 
4 of 8: View of creek, looking S. 
5 of 8: Standing in swale, looking SW. 
6 of 8: Looking SW, showing swale running from left to right. 
7 of 8: One of the Cottonwood Holes, looking S. 
8 of 8: North face of Waldeck DAR marker. 
 
 
 

 Property Owner:  

(complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)  

name On file with SHPO. 

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state  zip code  
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment  Marion, Kansas 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

16 

 

Figure 1. 
 

 
 

French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Santa Fe National Historic Trail brochure, National Park Service Official Map and Guide. 
Blue arrow indicates approximate location of segment. 
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Figure 2. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
E/4 S4-T19S-R1E  
U.S.G.S. Waldeck 7.5’ Quadrangle Map 
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Figure 3. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Oblique aerial image, looking east and showing swales running from NE to SW and crossing French Creek. 
Photographer: American Images. 
Photo shared by current site owner. 
3 June 2008. 
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Figure 4. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Aerial image, showing depression that may indicate the site of the ranch within red box. 
2012 Google Earth image. 
Accessed 15 June 2012. 
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Figure 5. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Map showing Sibley’s Survey (in blue) overlaid with the 1857 General Land Office 
survey of the trail (in red) through the area where French Frank’s is located. 
L. Stephen Schmidt & Richard Hayden. 
“The Survey and Maps of the Sibley Expedition, 1825, 1826 & 1827” 
Appendix G, page 11 
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Figure 6. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Pantle, “French-Speaking,” insert between 32 & 33. 
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Photograph Key. 
 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment. 
Numbers correspond to photographs. 
No scale. 
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Boundary Map. 

 
French Frank’s Santa Fe Trail Segment 
Lehigh vicinity, Marion County, Kansas 

Boundary of site is represented by hatched area. 
GLO survey line denoted by line labeled “old road.” 

Dots within hatched area represent area withing which the swales are located. 
 

Site Boundary Coordinates (Datum=WGS84): 
A: 38.427893,-97.322159 / B: 38.427900,-97.319232 

C: 38.425808,-97.320496 
D: 38.424448,-97.320476 / E: 38.424350,-97.325621 

Potential Ranch Site: 
F: 38.427224,-97.321484 

Cottonwood Holes: 
G: 38.424816,-97.321575 

Waldeck DAR Marker: 
H 38.427931,-97.320675 

 
Total area of nominated site: 30.65 acres 
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Contextual Map. 
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