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Overview 
The purpose of this lesson is to teach students about the different weather that occurs 
in Kansas.  The lesson will show students pictures of past weather events in Kansas.  It 
will also have students make observations about the current Kansas weather.  The 
lesson is divided into five sections that can be taught over the course of five or more 
days. 

 
Standards 
Geography 
Benchmark 3, Indicator 1: The student observes and identifies local weather conditions  
 and patterns. 
Benchmark 5, Indicator 2: The student describes how the physical environment impacts  
 humans. 
 
Common Core Writing 
W.1.7: The student will participate in shared research and writing projects. 
 
Common Core Speaking and Listening 
SL.1.1b: The student will build on others’ talk in conversations by responding to the  
 comments of others through multiple exchanges. 
 
Science 
Standard 4, Benchmark 3, Indicator 1: The student observes changes in the weather. 
Standard 4, Benchmark 3, Indicator 3: The student discusses weather safety  
 procedures.  
 
Objectives 
 
Content 

 The student will name three or more weather conditions that occur in Kansas. 

 The student will identify ways to stay safe in different weather. 
 
Skills 

 The student will participate in a shared writing activity about wind and tornadoes, 
snow and blizzards, rain and thunderstorms, and extreme heat and droughts. 



2 

 

 The student will create a picture of and write at least three complete sentences 
about one of the following weather conditions: wind and tornadoes, snow and 
blizzards, rain and thunderstorms, and extreme heat and drought. 

 
Essential Questions 

 What kind of weather events occur in Kansas? 

 Is the weather always the same in Kansas? 

 How does the weather affect people? 

 How do we stay safe in the different kinds of weather? 
 

Resource Table 
 

Image/Resources Description Citation URL 

 

April 13, 1884 
Anderson County 
tornado.  Photo is 
believed to be the 
first to ever capture 
a tornado on film. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 209199 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/209199 
 

 

June 8, 1966 
Atchison, Topeka, 
Santa Fe Shop 
after a tornado.           
Topeka, Kansas 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 51743 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/51743 
 

 

June 8, 1966                  
Ruins of a house 
after a tornado.                          
Topeka, Kansas 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 51730 
 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/51730 
 

 

June 1966 
Damage to trees 
near the capitol 
building. 
Topeka, Kansas 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 217365 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/217365 
 

 

June 8, 1966 
Tornado on the 
ground in Topeka, 
Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 504 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/504 
 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209199
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/209199
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/51743
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/51743
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/51730
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/51730
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217365
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217365
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/504
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/504
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1886 
Blizzard in Ford 
County, Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 157 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/157 

 

March 14, 1912 
Shoveling 
sidewalks in 
Oakley, Kansas.  
Drifts were 
reported to be 6 to 
7 feet tall. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 215074 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/215074 
 

 

January 23, 1886 
One-edition B-B-
Blizzard 
newspaper written 
while travelers 
were stranded in a 
Kansas blizzard.  

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 211237 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/211237 

 

January 17, 1915 
Automobile 
stranded in 
between Newton 
and Peabody, 
Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 217100 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/217100 

 

February 23, 1861 
An illustration of 
the suffering 
people in Kansas 
went through 
during a two year 
drought. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 222219 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/222219 

 

April 14, 1935  
A dust cloud rolling 
over the prairie 
near Hugoton, 
Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 323 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/323 

 

1934 
An approaching 
dust storm in Ford 
County, Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 24889 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/24889 

 

1935-1936 
An approaching 
dust storm in an 
unknown Kansas 
town. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 211238 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/211238 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/157
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/157
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/215074
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/215074
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211237
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211237
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217100
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/217100
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/222219
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/222219
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/323
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/323
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/24889
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/24889
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211238
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211238
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July 1951 
Heavy rains 
damaged this 
railroad bridge. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 211169 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/211169 

 

May 16, 1898 
Flood waters in 
from of the mill in 
Ottawa, Kansas.  
This mill is where 
the Co-Op is today. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 211593 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/211593 

 

May 16, 1898 
Flood waters in 
Ottawa, Kansas.  
The buildings 
shown are 
businesses that 
were located North 
of the Marias de 
Cygnes River. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 211594 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/211594 

 

1951 
Flood waters in 
Topeka, Kansas. 

Kansas State 
Historical Society, 
Kansas Memory, 
Item 218671 

http://www.kansasme
mory.org/item/218671 

 

1951 
Looking South on 
Main Street in 
Ottawa, Kansas. 

Ottawa High 
School Class of 
1957 website 

http://www.ohs57.com
/id170.htm 

 

This children’s 
book describes 
blizzards from a 
child’s perspective. 

Thomas, Rick, and 
Denise Shea. 
Whiteout!: a Book 
about Blizzards. 
Minneapolis, MN: 
Picture Window, 
2005. Print. 

 

 

This book has 
many pictures that 
may be helpful for 
children to view. 

Burby, Liza N. 
Blizzards. New 
York: PowerKids, 
1999. Print. 

 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211169
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211169
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211593
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211593
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211594
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/211594
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/218671
http://www.kansasmemory.org/item/218671
http://www.ohs57.com/id170.htm
http://www.ohs57.com/id170.htm
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This book has 
many fun facts 
about snow.  It 
would be an 
excellent choice for 
the classroom 
library as some of 
the students can 
read it. 

Herriges, Ann. 
Snow. Minneapolis, 
MN: Bellwether 
Media, 2007. Print. 

 

 

This children’s 
book has excellent 
illustrations and is 
written in rhyme, 
which children 
love. 

Aardema, Verna, 
and Beatriz Vidal. 
Bringing the Rain to 
Kapiti Plain: a 
Nandi Tale. New 
York: Dial, 1981. 
Print. 

 

 

This is a nonfiction 
text with many 
good illustrations 
and child-friendly 
descriptions of heat 
waves and 
droughts. 

Burby, Liza N. Heat 
Waves and 
Droughts. New 
York: PowerKids, 
1999. Print. 

 

 

This children’s 
book describes 
thunderstorms, 
how they occur, 
and safety 
precautions. 

Thomas, Rick, and 
Denise Shea. 
Rumble, Boom!: A 
Book about 
Thunderstorms. 
Minneapolis, MN: 
Picture Window, 
2005. Print. 

 

 

This book tells 
about rain and is 
written at a child’s 
level.  It would be 
good for a 
classroom library. 

Herriges, Ann. 
Rain. Minneapolis, 
MN: Bellwether 
Media, 2007. Print. 

 

 

This book tells 
about lightning and 
is written at a 
child’s level.  It 
would be good for 
a classroom library. 

Herriges, Ann. 
Lightning. 
Minneapolis, MN: 
Bellwether Media, 
2007. Print. 
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This book tells 
about tornadoes, 
how they form, and 
how to stay safe 
during a tornado. 

Thomas, Rick, and 
Denise Shea. 
Twisters: A Book 
about Tornadoes. 
Minneapolis, MN: 
Picture Window, 
2005. Print. 

 

 

This book has 
many illustrations 
of all kinds of 
weather. 

Llewellyn, Claire. 
Wild, Wet and 
Windy: the 
Weather--from 
Tornadoes to 
Lightning. 
Cambridge, MA: 
Candlewick, 1997. 
Print. 

 

 

This book has 
many illustrations 
of all kinds of 
weather. 

Parker, Janice. 
Sunburns, 
Twisters, and 
Thunderclaps. 
Calgary, Alta.: 
Weigl Educational, 
2000. Print. 

 

 
 
Lesson Plan 
 
Day 1—Snow and Blizzards 

1. After discussing weather and what the students know about the different kinds of 
weather, introduce snow and blizzards by reading the book Blizzards by Rick 
Thomas.  Invite children to ask questions during break points in the story. 

2. After reading the story, give students five to ten minutes to look at different books 
and pictures about snow and blizzards.  Snow and Blizzards are both good 
choices with many photographs.  Pictures from the Ford County blizzard, the 
blizzard in Oakley, Kansas, and the old automobile stuck in the snow near 
Newton should be printed or put on a projector to share with the students.  Allow 
the students to discuss what they see with partners or small groups. (It is good to 
have many photos and books available for the students to view.) 

3. After reading the story and time to look at other books and the primary sources 
from Kansas Memory, write “Snow and Blizzards” on the top of a piece of chart 
paper.  This will become an anchor chart that students will use at later times. 

4. Ask children to recall what they learned about snow and blizzards from the story 
and historical photographs writing their answers on the chart paper as they 
share.  Prompt students to tell what occurs during a blizzard, when blizzards 
happen, and how to stay safe during a blizzard.  Provide plenty of opportunity for 
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each child to share.  When the students have covered the desired information, 
transition to the next activity. 

 
Day 2—Extreme Heat and Droughts 

1. Ask one or two students to recall what kind of weather they discussed yesterday.  
Allow them to share a few things that were discussed. 

2. Tell the students that today they will be learning about another kind of weather, 
extreme heat and drought.  Tell the students that today you will be reading 
another book, but it is not like the book from yesterday because it is not true or 
nonfiction.  Tell them to listen closely for things in the story that could happen 
and things that could not.  Read the story Bringing the Rain to the Kapiti Plain by 
Verna Aardema, stopping frequently to ask the student if events in the story 
could or could not happen. 

3. After reading Bringing the Rain to the Kapiti Plain and discussing the fact and 
fiction in the story, write “Extreme Heat and Drought” at the top of a new piece of 
chart paper.  Ask the students to share what they learned from the story, writing 
their answers as they share. 

4. Tell students that now they will read another story about extreme heat and 
drought, but this one is true.  It is nonfiction and tells us real facts.  Read Heat 
Waves and Droughts to the students. (This is a longer text, so some sections 
may be skipped if time does not allow.) 

5. Show students additional primary source pictures from the Dust Bowl in different 
parts of Kansas.  Print the pictures or display them with the projector, allowing 
time to ask questions and discuss what they see with a partner or small group. 

6. After reading the story, return to the “Extreme Heat and Drought” chart.  Ask 
students to share additional information they learned, writing it on the chart as 
they share.  Prompt students to tell what happens and how to stay safe during 
extreme heat and droughts.  After the students have covered the desired 
information, transition to the next activity. 

 
Day 3—Rain and Thunderstorms 

1. Ask one or two students to recall what kind of weather they discussed yesterday.  
Allow them to share a few things that were discussed. 

2. Tell the students that today they will be learning about other kinds of weather, 
rain and thunderstorms.  Introduce the book Rumble, Boom! A Book about 
Thunderstorms by Rick Thomas.  Read the story, asking students to listen for 
important facts that will go on today’s chart.   

3. After reading the story, give students an opportunity to look at other books about 
rain and thunderstorms.  Some books with good illustrations include: Rain by Ann 
Herriges and Lightning by Ann Herriges.  Pictures of floods in Ottawa and 
Topeka (from Kansas Memory) can be printed off or displayed on a projector to 
share with the students.  Ask the students what they see in the pictures and how 
they feel they would be affected if this happened in their town.  Allow the 
students to talk in pairs or small groups about the pictures. 

4. After reading the story and allowing the students to look at other books, write 
“Rain and Thunderstorms” at the top of a new piece of chart paper.  Ask the 
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students to share what they learned about rain and thunderstorms, writing it on 
the paper as they share.  Prompt students to tell how thunderstorms affect 
people and how to stay safe during thunderstorms.  Allow time for all children to 
share.  After desired information is covered, transition to next activity. 
 

Day 4—Wind and Tornadoes 
1. Ask one or two students to recall what kind of weather they discussed yesterday.  

Allow them to share some things that were discussed. 
2. Tell the students that today they will be learning about wind and tornadoes.  

Introduce the book, Twisters, A Book about Tornadoes by Rick Thomas.  Read 
the story, asking students to listen for information that can be used on today’s 
chart.   

3. After reading the story, give students an opportunity to look at other books about 
wind and tornadoes in pairs or small groups.  Some books with good illustrations 
include: Wild, Wet, and Windy by Claire Llewellyn and Sunburns, Twisters, and 
Thunderclaps by Janice Parker.  Display pictures of the Anderson County 
tornado (believed to be the first tornado ever photographed) and tornado damage 
in Topeka and other parts of Kansas. Allow students time to discuss how they 
might be affected by a tornado and how to stay safe during a tornado in small 
groups or pairs.  

4. After reading the story and allowing the student to look at books and photos, 
write “Wind and Tornadoes” at the top of a new piece of chart paper.  Ask the 
students to share what they learned about wind and tornadoes, writing it on the 
paper as they share.  Prompt students to tell how tornadoes form, how they 
affect people, and what they should do to stay safe during a tornado. Allow time 
for all children to share.  After desired information is covered, transition to the 
next activity. 

 
Day 5—Review and Writing Activity 
 

1. Displaying the four anchor charts from previous days, ask students about snow 
and blizzards, extreme heat and droughts, rain and thunderstorms, and wind and 
tornadoes.  Ask them to share what they have learned about the different types 
of weather. 

2. Tell students that for the next activity, they need to choose one of the kinds of 
weather that have been discussed.  Let them know that they will be writing three 
or more sentences about the weather they choose.  Give them about one minute 
to make their choice. 

3. Give each student a blank piece of white construction paper.  Tell the students 
that they may use markers, crayons, and pencils to create a picture of the 
weather they chose.   

4. When a student finishes their drawing, give them a sheet of lined writing paper.  
The students should write at least three sentences about the weather they chose.  
(The students may refer to the anchor charts to assist with ideas and spelling.) 

5. When the students are finished, their work may be displayed with the anchor 
charts they helped to create. 
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Assessment 

 Observe the students’ participation in whole group discussions about weather. 

 Evaluate the students’ effort in successfully creating a picture and writing three 
complete sentences about one type of weather. 

 
For the Teacher 
 
Materials Needed 

 Books about weather  

 Chart paper and markers 

 One piece white construction paper for each student 

 Lined writing paper for each student 

 Crayons 

 Markers 

 Pencils 

 Pictures of weather 
 
Introducing the Lesson 
Before introducing the different types of weather, tell the students that they will be 
learning about some different types of weather that occur in Kansas.  Ask students to 
brainstorm the kinds of weather and what they know about them.  This information can 
be written on a chart tablet, on the board, or recorded in some other way if the teacher 
chooses. 
 
Snow/Blizzard Facts 

 Every snowflake is different. 

 Most snowflakes have six sides. 

 There have been blizzards recorded in Kansas since the 1800’s.  
 
Extreme Heat/Drought Facts 

 Some places in the world get less than one inch of rain per year. 

 Kansas was one of the states in the Great Plains that was affected by the Dust 
Bowl.   

 In 1988, temperatures got as high as 110 degrees and more than 5,000 people 
died. 

 
Tornado Facts 

 In 1957, a tornado was on the ground from Williamsburg, Kansas to Liberty, 
Missouri.  That is 71 miles!  Items and documents from Kansas were found in 
Missouri. 

 The most powerful tornadoes occur in the United States. 

 Tornadoes do not frequently occur in every state, but they have been reported in 
every state. 
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Rain/Thunderstorms Facts 

 The average lightning bolt can contain as much energy as a nuclear reactor. 

 The largest hailstone to be recorded fell near Aurora, Nebraska.  It was 7 inches 
across. 

 Electrical storms have been observed on other planets. 
 


