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Lawrence Taliaferro to William Clark

(Circular) Indian Agency St. Peters
August 16th 1830.

Recent occurrences at this Post, and adjacent to it, has made it my duty to notify all persons engaged 
in the Indian trade within the limits of this Agency, that in no case whatever will either high wines or 
whiskey, be permitted to be introduced into the country by them in future – a violation of this notice  
will be viewed as a contempt for the existing laws and regulations in force for the government of trade 
and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and will subject you to the penalties of the Acts of Congress of 
March 30th 1802, and an act supplementary to the same passed April 29th 1816. – Your attention is 
particularly called to the 2nd Section of the amended “act” of the 30th March 1802, which was 
approved by the President May 6th 1822 The necessity as well as the causes which have made this 
notice necessary at this time for your government, will forthwith be reported to the Department of War 
for the information of the President of the United States.
I have the honor to be,

To Your Obt. Servt.
Joseph Rolette Lau: Taliaferro
Alexis Bailly Ind: Agt. St. Peters.
Alex Culbertson
&c . &c . &c .
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Indian Agency St. Peters,
August 17, 1830.

Sir, I have taken the responsibility upon myself (as you will perceive by the enclosed Circular, addressed 
on the 16th inst. to all the principal traders within this Agency) to direct that in future no high wines or 
whiskey would be permitted to be introduced into this country. The ill effects resulting from its use by the 
traders has been seriously felt here as well as elsewhere, and it is a well established fact that almost 
every outrage which has been committed by the Indian tribes within the last twelve years can be safely 
traced to whiskey as the direct, or primary cause. I earnestly hope that as my only object is to preserve 
peace, and harmony, that my course in this Important matter may meet the views of the Department, 
and that final Instructions may reach this Agency from the President giving the Agent and Commanding 
Officer full powers upon the subject. Opposition in the trade still causes hostilities on the part of the 
Sioux against the Chippeways – for this, and other considerations of equal weight I beg leave  
respectfully to suggest the only plan at present known to me, by which, it may be put a stop to – that of 
breaking up the trading Location on the Military reserve near Fort Snelling – this plan being carried into 
effect in conjunction with the total exclusion of whiskey – there will then be no farther obstacles to “be 
surmounted in the way of a pleasing, and efficient discharge of my various and complicated duties. If 
other Agents have not reported the injurious effects of ardent Spirits upon the habits, and morals of the 
Indians with-in the limits of their respective Agencies, you may be assured, Sir, that it is not. Because the 
evil does not exist to a greater or less extent with them. The Traders under existing regulations are 
permitted to take into the Indian country, one gallon of whiskey pr. month for each engagee in their 
employ respectively – but under this plea is cloaked Kegs, and Barrels of high wines, for purposes of 
trade with, and to corrupt the Indians – as their men do not positively get or see one third of this  
pretended allowance, and not even this small quantity except at the rate of from Eight to Sixteen dollars 
per gallon – this fact I have frequently had from many of the most respectable, and best informed 
among them. Be pleased to forward copies of the enclosed letters to to the Hon: Secretary of War – for 
the information of the President of the United States.

I have the honor to be
With the highest respect,
Genl Wm. Clark Your mo: obt. Servt.
Supt of Ind: Affs. (signed)  Lau: Taliaferro,
At St. Louis    Ind: Agt at St Peters

Lawrence Taliaferro to William Clark


