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William Myers to Pierre Menard

(Instructions from Col Menard to Wm Myers) 
Kaskaskia July 18 1831.

Wm Miers

Sir: On your arrival at the Indian Camp in the Swamp after you will have explained to them the subject 
of your mission and read and explained the different documents, in your possession, beginning with the 
petition, No 1 and so on in rotation. My talk to them to be the last. You will sound their minds on the 
subjects of moving to their land, if you find them disposed to accept the proposition, stated in my first 
Instructions. You will make an estimate of the probable amount to be expended in their removal; you 
will also take & make an estimation of the probable quantity of corn each one of them may have in 
their respective fields, and ascertain as near as possible the number of horses that would absolutely be 
necessary to remove them, that is in case they were willing and ready to move – if the necessary 
assistance was offered to them, you will also try to get, as near as possible a correct enumeration of the 
number of those that are willing to move including men, women, and children, & ascertain the time they 
will be ready to start and to join their nation.

(Signed)   
Pierre Menard
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August 7th 1831

Col. Pierre Menard   
U S Sub Indian Agent

Sir, 
Agreeably to your instructions of the Supt to you and your own of the llth July last, I proceeded to the 
Indian Camps in the Swamp, about 15 miles below what is called the West Prairie in the County of 
New Madrid, I reached there by water of the 28th of same month, and on the first day of August, I met 
the Indians in Council, and explained to them the object of my mission, and read and explained to 
them the object of my mission in my possession. They seemed very much surprised when they heard the 
complaints lodged against them, and could not imagine that the white people could fabricate such 
falsehoods. They However – the day after, and after some consultation among themselves, informed me 
they would join their people on the Kansas river, and would move as soon as assistance was offered to 
do so…I have carefully examined their situation, there will be about ninety two persons to be removed, 
the greatest of them being Delawares of Chief Anderson’s family & relations together I am of opinion it 
would require from 20 to 22 good pack-horses to transport them they will also want a person to 
accompany them and procure provisions for them during their journey, some – ammunition will also  
be necessary – There is a part of the senecas that are willing to move on the same principles as the 
Delawares, there is also a good many half muscoes & half Shawanoes who are not willing to move till 
next Spring, but they wish to move towards the Arkansas river…Those who intend to move will be 
ready to move on the 1st day of September.  Exertions will be made to retain them, but I believe it will 
not prevail with the Delawares.

With Respect Yr Obt Sert W Myers

Eunumeration of the Indians residing in the Swamp in the County of New Madrid and belonging to the 
Superintendency of Genl William Clark.

16 families of Delawares amounting to _ 49 persons 
12   do    “  Senecas      “    “    32  ditto 
4   do   of Shawanoes    “    “    13   do 
The Balance are as before stated of half breeds of Shawanoes & Muscoes, when they move they will 
join their nation the Muscoes or Greeks on the Verde Gre a Branch of the Arkansas River.

After a careful examination of their corn fields they contain fully as follows. 
Lesarkoxey .   .  75 Bushells Kochetowais  .  .   75  do Moonshine  .  .   50  do Jos: Smith  –  60 – do

Wm Myers

William Myers to Pierre Menard


