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William Clark to Elbert Herring

Superintendency of Ind: Affs. 
St Louis, March 1st 1832.  
Elbert Herring, Esq. Ind: Dept.W. City.    

Sir, 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 19th, 24th, 25th, 27th, 28th, two of 
30th, & one of 31st Jany. – two of the 4th and one of the 7th Feby – the contents of which, shall receive 
due attention. With regard to the Emig: Senecas and Delawares now in Indiana on their way to the 
west, I have despatched an Acting Sub Agent (Mr. A. Kennerly) with the means of assisting their 
movements, & have also written to Mr. Brish on the subject. The Agents for the Tribes entitled to the 
benefits of education for their children, under the 5th art: of the P. du Chien Treaty of 1830, were 
instructed on the 26th May last, to use the necessary exertions to effect the object in view; from various 
causes however, none of the Agents needed excepting Genl. Hughes. I shall again instruct such of the 
Agents as have hitherto failed in procuring, the necessary No. of boys, and request them to make 
further efforts for the attainment of an object so desirable & beneficial to the children of those Tribes, as 
the acquisition of a knowledge of letters, and of the arts of civilized life. I regret that it will not be in my 
power to comply satisfactorily with the wishes of the Dept. regarding an investigation of the Panis to the 
land claimed by them conveyed by the U. S. to the Delawares, unless I am furnished with a copy of the 
Surveys made by Mr. McCoy. I must therefore request you will have the goodness to forward me a 
copy of that Gentleman’s field notes, plats, &c of the Survey of the Delaware lands, & also of the Tract 
laid off for and assigned to the Senecas of Ohio.

Your injunctions, regarding the necessity of economy in this Dept shall be particularly observed. The 
Sub Agent at Peoria will be immediately advised of the transfer of his Indns. and the consequent 
discontinuance of that Sub Agency; I would however beg leave to observe, that the services of Mr. 
Menard or of some other Agent, will be necessary to aid in the removal of those Tribes, which they 
have acquiesced in, (to take place within the present year) if the means are provided for the necessary 
assistance in Provisions & Transportation for them, as suggested in my letter of 12th December last.

I have the honor to be &c &c

(Signed)  
Wm Clark
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Superintendy of Ind. affs. 
St Louis, May 20th 1832. 

Sir,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 1st. inst. requesting to be informed what 
assistance has been rendered the Senecas under instructions heretofore given, &c. – And in answer will 
state, that those Indians were supplied by me at this place, with the necessary provisions, – some 
clothing to the naked, and also with the blankets, rifles, plough, hoes & axes promised in the treaty – 
accounts for which, have in part been forwarded to the 31st Decr last. The Sub Agent was also 
authorized to contract with some respectable individual for a supply of provisions for those Indians,  
for the first six months after their arrival on their land, and until they reached it, which was done  
accordingly. The contract has not yet been filed in this office, altho’ I was officially informed by the Sub 
Agent of its having been entered into. The terms according to the best of my recollection, were ten cents 
per ration whilst remaining on xxx, near Troy (where they wintered) and sixteen cents for the amount 
delivered on their land, which was considered reasonable by me at the time, tho’ I have been since 
informed that the contractor must lose thereby, – on account of the bad crops of last year and the high 
price of provisions of every kind, which, considered with the enormous expense of transporting those 
provisions to the Indian lands thro’ very bad roads, must fall heavily upon him. 

He is however considered fully responsible for the faithful execution of his contract, – having sent to 
Cincinnati for the flour part of the ration which is now I am informed, complete, and is on the way to  
its destination.

I have this day written to Mr. Brish for the Contracts made by him for provisions and for transportation, 
which when received, shall be forwarded, together with my accounts of Expenditures on account of 
said Indians. I have also notified Capt. Jacob Brown, of the U. S. army, of what has been done in 
relation to the provisioning of those Indians – the term for which will expire in six months after their 
arrival, which will probably be from the 1st to the 10th June.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully,

Your most ob. Sevt. (Signed) 
Wm: Clark. Elbert Herring, Esq. 
 Ind. Dept.  W. City  

William Clark to Elbert Herring


