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Document 1: Transcript of Northwest  
Ordinance (1787) – An Excerpt

An Ordinance for the government of the Territory of the United States northwest of the  
River Ohio.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, That the said territory, for the 
purposes of temporary government, be one district, subject, however, to be divided into two districts, as future 
circumstances may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

Sec. 8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made shall have force in all parts of 
the district, and for the execution of process, criminal and civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof; 
and he shall proceed from time to time as circumstances may require, to lay out the parts of the district in which 
the Indian titles shall have been extinguished, into counties and townships, subject, however, to such alterations 
as may thereafter be made by the legislature.

Sec. 14. It is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, That the following articles shall be 
considered as articles of compact between the original States and the people and States in the said territory and 
forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:

Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner, shall ever be molested on account 
of his mode of worship or religious sentiments, in the said territory.

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good government and the happiness of  
mankind, schools and the means of education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always 
be observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken from them without their consent; 
and, in their property, rights, and liberty, they shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful  
wars authorized by Congress; but laws founded in justice and humanity, shall from time to time be made for 
preventing wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace and friendship with them.
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Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the  
punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted: Provided, always, That any person 
escaping into the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the original States, such 
fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of April, 1784, relative to the subject 
of this ordinance, be, and the same are hereby repealed and declared null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th day of July, in the year of our Lord 1787, and of 
their sovereignty and independence the twelfth.

Document 2: Indian Citizenship Act of 1924

The text of the 1924 Indian Citizenship Act (43 U.S. Stats. At Large, Ch. 233, p. 253 (1924)) reads as follows:

“BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and house of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress  
assembled, That all non citizen Indians born within the territorial limits of the United States be, and they are 
hereby, declared to be citizens of the United States: Provided That the granting of such citizenship shall not in 
any manner impair or otherwise affect the right of any Indian to tribal or other property.” 

Approved, June 2, 1924. June 2, 1924. [H. R. 6355.][Public, No. 175.]SIXTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. Sess. I. 
CHS. 233. 1924. See House Report No. 222, Certificates of Citizenship to Indians, 68th Congress, 1st Ses-
sion, Feb. 22, 1924. 

Note: This statute has been codified in the United States Code at Title 8, Sec. 1401(b).


