
State Government: 
Working to Keep You Safe

Making it a law to wear seat belts
One role of state government is to provide for the safety of all Kansans.  It does
this by writing laws.  Kansas government has a law that requires all adults riding
in the front seat of a car to wear seat belts.  There also are additional laws for
children according to their age, weight, and height.  Until the age of 17 children
have to use a car seat, a booster seat, or a seat belt.  

Educating Kansans to wear seat belts
It’s the law.  Everyone must buckle up.  So why don’t some people follow the
law? People make all kinds of excuses.  Some say, "I’ll never be in a crash, I’m
a good driver."  Others say, "I don’t need a seat belt when I’m traveling at low
speeds or going on a short trip."  Another excuse is, "It takes too much time and
trouble to fasten my seat belt."  These are all bad excuses.
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It is the role of state government to
educate people to follow the law.  This
education is a public service.  The state
loans car seats to people who cannot
afford to buy one.   The state also
promotes seat belt safety through its
"Click it or ticket" program.  They place
advertisements on television, radio, and
billboards to remind people to buckle up.

Enforcing the law to wear seat belts
We know that car crashes are the leading cause of death for Kansas
children ages 1 through 17.  Also, it is a fact that each year 1 in 20 people
will be involved in a car crash. 

This is why it is important to enforce the seat belt laws.  Police enforce the
laws for public safety.  They give people tickets for not wearing seat belts.
They give tickets if adults don’t have their children in the proper car seat.
Adults have to pay money if they get a ticket.  State government is very
interested in making sure all children are safe when riding in a car.  
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