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TERRITORIAL CHARACTER: 

ANDREW REEDER 

Andrew Reeder was the first territorial governor of Kansas. He 
supported the Kansas-Nebraska Act. The act allowed the residents 
of the territory to decide on the issue of slavery in Kansas. Reeder 
tried to stay neutral on the issue of slavery, which was not easy. He 
eventually ioined the free-state movement. 

What did Andrew Reeder do before he came to Kansas Territory? 
Andrew Reeder was born in Pennsylvania. He completed high school in New Jersey. After 
his graduation he learned the law by working in a law office in Pennsylvania. He soon 
became a respected lawyer. He was reported to be a fine speaker. Reeder participated in 
politics but did not run for office. 

Why did he come to Kansas Territory? 
U.S. President Franklin Pierce appointed Andrew Reeder as governor 

of Kansas Territory. Reeder established his first office in 
Leavenworth. As the first governor of the newly formed 

territory, it was his job to set up the government. In a 
very short time, Reeder conducted an election for a 

congressional delegate to Washington D.C. He also 
ordered a census to record who was living in the 
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Andrew Reeder 
disguised 
himself as a 
woodsman so 
he could leave 
Kansas Territory. 
A proslavery 
grand jury had 
threatened him. 
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What was his role in Kansas Territory? 
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Andrew Reeder wanted to allow Kansas residents a chance to 
decide on the issue of slavery. Soon Reeder began to make the 
proslavery forces mad. Reeder was not happy when many pro
slavery Missourians crossed the border to vote in Kansas. This was 
election fraud. Reeder refused to certify the election results. He 
called for a new election. 

Andrew Reeder owned land near the town of Pawnee 1· ust east of 
Fort Riley. He named Pawnee the first territorial capita. Some 
free-staters believed this was a good move since it moved the 
government away from the Missouri border. Others thought Reeder 
was trying personally to profit by calling the legislature to a place 
where he was a landowner. 

Election fraud had created the Bogus Legislature, which was 
proslavery. They met in Pawnee for six days. They then decided to 
move the legislature back to the Missouri border. Over Andrew 
Reeder's objection, the legislature met at Shawnee Methodist 
Mission. The proslavery legislature asked President Pierce to 
remove Reeder from office. 

The president dismissed Andrew Reeder from the office of territorial 
governor. Soon Reeder became part of the free-state movement. A 
proslavery grand jury indicted Reeder for treason. He was forced 
to Aee the territory disguised as a woodchopper . 
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1828 became a lawyer 

1853 appointed governor of 
Kansas Territory 

1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act 

1854 arrived in Kansas 
Territory 

1855 designated Pawnee as 
territorial capital 

1856 fled Kansas Territory 

1861 Kansas statehood 

1864 died 

• K A NS A S H EALT H FO U ND A TI ON 


