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Changing Farming Practices

SOUTHWEST IS NOT LOST 
DEAN UMBERGER SCOFFS AT  

REPORTS FROM THE EAST

Plans Under Way to Halt Blowing and 
Erosion in Great Producing Area— 
Abandonment Out of the Question

(By The Star’s Own Service.) 
Manhattan, Kas., Feb. 24. [1937] – 
Dean Harry Umberger of the Kansas 
State college extension service and 
chairman of the Kansas wind erosion 
control committee today ridiculed reports 
from the New York financial district that 
the Southwest’s future is hopelessly 
buried in drifts of silt.

FIELDS LACK PROTECTION
“Many reasons have been advanced for 
the increased amount of soil blowing in 
the Southwest. The principal one, of 
course, is lack of rainfall ... .

READJUSTMENT IS THE NEED
“Readjustment of farming practices to 
make the most efficient use of the 
precipitation which comes is needed,” 
Dean Umberger continued.

“For many years experts have been 
encouraging the use of sandy soils more 
exclusively for row crops, greater use of 
strip farming where it is adaptable, and 
increased use of good summer fallow 
practices in those areas where summer 
fallowing can be used successfully. They 
have encouraged an increase in the 
production and conservation of feed 
crops and reseeding range with native 
and tame grasses and legumes. The long 
time effect of these practices is to make 
the Southwest a more reliable wheat 
producing area ... .
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In this Kansas City Times article, the chairman of the Kansas wind 
erosion committee contradicts reports that Kansas will never be able 
to produce wheat again.
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Reseeding

Dust Bowl Farmers  
Reseeding Sod Land

Ulysses, Kan, Feb. 26., —A quarter century ago in World War I thousands of 
acres of sod were broken out in Southwest Kansas to produce more wheat. 
Now in the midst of World War II, instead of plowing up sod, farmers are 
engaged in re-seeding the land.

“Farmers realize now that the food necessary for victory can be produced 
on the acres now in cultivation, and that from the longtime standpoint,  
more pasture acres will be a help in stabilizing Grant County agriculture,” 
explained A.H. Epperson, of the Soil Conversation service, who is assisting  
in the grass re-seeding program in this county.

The Grant County soil conservation district board has purchased a grass  
drill especially equipped for seeding both the fluffy seed, and the very small 
seed of the native grasses adapted to Southwest Kansas climatic conditions.

So far the supervisors of the soil conservation district have been able to get 
sufficient seed for only 400 acres of ground. This is 100 acres less than the 
area that was planned to be seeded.

This article was published in the Topeka Capital on February 26, 1944.  
It is an example of how farmers were seeking ways to prevent another  
Dust Bowl.


