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Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka

On May 17, 1954, by a unanimous vote, the U.S. Supreme Court declared that “separate but equal” education 
facilities are “inherently unequal,” and that segregation in the schools is, therefore, unconstitutional. The  
landmark case, known as Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, involved a Kansas statute permitting racial 
segregation in some of the state’s elementary schools.

In many states African American students were placed in schools that were inferior to those attended by white 
children. The plaintiffs in Topeka did not charge that the schools’ facilities their children attended were inferior, 
but that segregation itself did psychological and educational damage to black children forced to attend schools 
isolated from the other children in the community.

The Supreme Court ruled unanimously to support their opinion that segregated public education violated the 
14th Amendment.  Specifically they used the clause that requires that states provide equal protection under the 
law to all people.  

The Brown decision altered the daily lives of black and white Americans. It laid a foundation of equal rights and 
opportunities for all. It demonstrated that educational opportunity and achievement are core values.  It also 
recognized that education can be a great equalizer among people of different races, classes, and backgrounds. 

The landmark case Brown v. Board of Education was the result of the hard work of many people, including the 
following plaintiffs:  
      Oliver Leon Brown 

Darlene Brown 
Lena M. Carper 
Sadie Emmanuel 
Marguerite Emerson 
Shirla Fleming 
Mrs. Andrew (Zelma) Henderson 
Shirley Hodison 
Mrs. Richard (Maude) Lawton 
Alma Lewis 
Iona Richardson 
Vivian Scales 
Lucinda Todd     

The Monroe school, formerly an all-black school, is now the  
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site museum.
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Segregated drinking fountains in the Dougherty County Courthouse in Albany, Georgia,  
circa 1963.


