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Results of Tuttle Creek Dam and Reservoir

Everyone agreed fl ood protection was desperately needed in Kansas. The disagreement lay with the
construction of a large reservoir in prime farm land. For nearly 30 years the controversy continued. 

Ten towns were affected by the building of Tuttle Creek Dam: Stockdale, Randolph, Winkler, Cleburne, Irving, 
Blue Rapids, Schroyer, Garrison, Barrett, and Bigelow.

Looking over the Blue River Valley as Tuttle Creek Reservoir 
begins to fi ll.

Bigelow’s Depot—miles of railroad track was moved or 
abandoned because of the dam. 
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Five of these small Kansas towns 
were completely inundated. 

  Three thousand residents of the Blue River 
Valley were affected by the dam. For 13 
years the U.S. Corps of Engineers negotiated 
with 1,713 landowners to establish a fair 
price for their land. Many purchased land in 
other areas, some left farming and began 
new professions. More than 60,000 acres 
were purchased for both the lake and 
easements. Transportation facilities, including 
two railroads were abandoned or moved.  
Numerous state highways, county, and 
township roads were relocated.  Schools, 
churches, cemeteries, and public utilities 
were moved. Approximately 55,000 acres 
of the fertile farm land was fl ooded. 

The Blue River was fi nally contained behind the dam in 1959 and by 1963 the reservoir had reached the 
desired level. The dam and reservoir were built at a cost of $80 million. Over the years the lake has prevented 
an estimated $3 billion in fl ood and drought damages.

Irving’s Presbyterian Church. Congregations often split apart as 
members of the various churches in the valley moved to new 
locations. 

Randolph was the only one of the inundated towns that was 
moved to a new site. This image shows Randolph’s residents at 
the new site. 
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