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Archeology (also spelled archaeology):  The study of human beings in the past, using 

techniques and methods centered on the examination and interpretation of artifacts and 

features left behind by past cultures. In the United States archeology is a subfield of 

anthropology. 

Arrow Point:  A relatively small, light chipped stone or metal projectile point mounted 

on an arrow shaft and shot with a bow. 

Artifact:  Any object that shows evidence of use or alteration by humans. 

Atlatl:  Spear thrower. 

Chert:  A dense, hard, silica-rich rock that is formed in limestone and was used in 

making prehistoric chipped stone tools. 

Chronology:  Arrangement or relation of events in the order of occurrence. 

Classification:  A process of dividing objects into categories. 

Context:  The relationship between an element and its setting; for example, grass (the 

element) in relationship to the prairie (setting); a dam in relationship the river; and a 

chimney in relationship to the house it is part of. 

Cordage:  Animal or plant material fabricated into cords. 

Criteria:  The characteristics used to define a group of objects. 

Cross Section:  A piece created by a plane cutting a solid perpendicular to its long axis. 

(A vertical side of an excavation unit that has been excavated in full or in part.) 

Culturally Sterile:  Containing no manmade artifacts or features, as in a natural soil 

layer. 

Culture:  A learned set of habits and traditions, passed from generation to generation. 

Culture gives a set of rules to live by that assure basic needs (such as food) will be met 

and that children will be protected and taught the way life is lived. Customs, social and 

political organizations, language, clothing, childrearing, work, and play are all part of 

culture. 

Dart Point:  A relatively large, chipped stone projectile point used to tip a wooden dart 

hurled with an atlatl. 

Digging Stick Tip:  The bone tip that is fastened to a straight wooden handle for 

loosening soil, often for gardening. 
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Earth Lodge:  A substantial dwelling made of wooden framework, thatched with grass, 

and covered with earth. 

Ethnographer:  A person involved in the study and practice of ethnography. 

Ethnography:  The branch of anthropology that researches the historical origins and 

affiliations of cultures. 

Ethnohistory:  The study of humans through research in historical documents. 

Feature:  Nonportable archeological remains that provide evidence of use or alteration 

by humans and is worth noting within an archeological site, such as a hearth, posthole, or 

cluster of artifacts. 

Grass House:  A beehive or dome-shaped house with a wickerwork frame, thatched with 

grass. 

Grassing Needle:  A piece of bone that has been worked to a blunted edge on one end 

and has cordage tied to the other end.  This tool was used by the Wichita Indians to 

construct grass houses. 

Grid:  A network of two sets of parallel lines that are at right angles to each other. Used 

to establish uniform units for investigation. 

Hearth:  An open fire pit or fireplace. 

Hypothesis:  A process used to evaluate arguments based on observations and resulting 

inferences. 

Inference:  An assumption about a behavior, object, picture, etc. 

Midden:  A trash heap or refuse deposit. 

Observation:  A statement about what a person is seeing, hearing, feeling, tasting, or 

smelling. 

Pawnee:  In the sixteenth century the four Pawnee bands – Skidi, Grand, Tappage, and 

Republican – were settled in the river valleys of southern Nebraska and northern Kansas. 

The Pawnee lived in earth lodges. They grew crops of beans, corn, and squash during the 

growing season. Pawnee lived in tipis when they traveled to hunt buffalo. 

Post Mold:  A dark circular stain, sometimes containing charred remains of wood, 

indicating the former placement of a structural support pole. 

Radiocarbon Dating:  An absolute date obtained by measuring the decay of unstable 

radioactive isotope of carbon (C
14

) into stable elements. The C
14

 method can be used only 

on materials that were once alive. 

Salvors:  People who salvage shipwrecks. 
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Scapula Hoe:  A gardening implement made from the shoulder blade of a bison, attached 

with sinew (tendon or other connective tissue) to a wooden handle. 

Scientific Method:   A process used in science to test a hypothesis by experimentation. 

Scraper:  Chipped stone tool used to clean or smooth materials such as animal hides. 

Sequence:  A series having continuity and connection, as in a cultural sequence; the 

order of events in time, as in chronological sequence. 

Sherd:  A fragment of a broken pottery vessel. (Also called postsherd or pottery sherd.) 

Sinew:  Tendon or tough band of connective tissue. Native Americans used sinew from 

the leg of a bison as thread. 

Stewardship:  Preserving our heritage. Being a caretaker of our resources. 

Storage Pit:  A hole dug in the ground and usually specially prepared to store dried 

foods.  Wichita pits were usually bell-shaped and concealed from enemies. The Pawnee 

dug bell-shaped pits, carefully lined and sealed, for storage of dried meat and vegetables. 

Stratified Site:  An archeological site with several layers of human occupation. 

Stratigraphy:  The layers in soil or rock. 

Subsistence:  Set of customs that deals with the technology of supplying food and water 

to members of a cultural group. The technology depends on both the food and water 

resources available in the environment and the choices the culture makes about what it 

can or ought to consume. (For example, in France horse is a popular meat, while in the 

United States it is not generally considered appropriate for humans to eat.) All food-

getting strategies, including scavenging, gathering, hunting, and agriculture, are part of 

subsistence. 

Temper:  An agent added to clay to help the clay stay together in the forming and firing 

process. Sand, crushed shell, and crushed sherds are often used as temper. 

Tipi Ring:  A widely spaced circle of stones remaining after a tipi is removed from a site. 

When placed on the bottom edge of a tipi they helped hold the tipi cover tight to the 

ground. 

Wichita Indians:  An American Indian confederacy of Caddoan-speaking people, 

probably related to the Pawnee. The Wichita have been identified historically with the 

Quivirans that the Coronado expedition encountered in south-central Kansas in 1541. The 

group moved south into what is now Oklahoma early in the eighteenth century where 

they are located today.  
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National Historic Preservation Act (1966) 
 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 [16 USC section 470-70x-6 

1994] as amended is one of the most important pieces of legislation enacted to protect 

and preserve heritage resources. NHPA is a conclusive statute that provides for 

consideration of the value of a variety of heritage resources, including resources of 

federal, state, and local significance, and recognizes the ever-increasing growth of the 

nation’s urban center. NHPA recognizes that our nation is founded upon, and reflected in, 

its historic heritage and that the preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in the public 

interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, economic, 

and energy benefits will be maintained and enriched for future generations of Americans. 

By enacting this law, Congress mandated for the first time some very precise 

guidelines to protect our heritage resources. The essences of these guidelines are that: 

1. Federal agencies consider the impact of federal undertakings on historic 

resources of national significance. 

2. Federal agencies assume responsibility for the preservation of historic 

resources that they own or control. 

Failure to comply with these mandates can lead to a lawsuit against the agency. Any 

project that a federal agency is going to undertake is subject to these, meaning any land 

that is part of their project (this is mostly federal land) is subject to these guidelines. 

Section 106 of this law is the important section to archeologists because this section 

sets forth the responsibilities of a federal agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction 

over a proposed federal or federally assisted “undertaking.” 

The head of any federal agency having direct or indirect jurisdiction over a proposed 

federal or federally assisted undertaking in any state, and the head of any federal 

department or independent agency having authority to license any undertaking shall: 

prior to the approval of the expenditure of any federal funds on the undertaking or prior 

to the issuance of any license, as the case may be, take into account the effect of the 

undertaking on any district, site, building, structure, or object that is included eligible for 

inclusion on the National Register. The head of any such federal agency shall afford the 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation established under Title II of this Act a 

reasonable opportunity to comment with regard to such undertaking. (16 USC section 

470f) 

 

 

 

Kansas Antiquities Commission Act (1967) 

 

The Antiquities Commission Act (Kansas Statutes Annotated 74-5401 though 74-

5408) formally recognizes the need to conserve significant archeological remains on 

state, county, and municipal lands. It establishes a commission to protect and regulate the 
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removal of antiquities from these public lands. It also requires that provisions be made 

for the long-term storage of artifacts removed under an antiquities commission permit. 

The Antiquities Commission comprises the executive director of the Kansas State 

Historical Society; the state archeologist; and archeologists from the University of 

Kansas, Kansas State University, and Wichita State University. 

 

 

 

Archaeological Resources Protection Act (1979) 

 

Federal laws provide for severe penalties to those who disturb and destroy sites more 

than 100 years old. The Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA) [16 USC 

470aa-mm (1997)] was passed in 1979 and prohibits unauthorized digging and collecting 

of archeological resources, including pottery, basketry, bottles, sites with coins, or 

arrowheads, tools, structures, pithouses, rock art, graves, and human skeletons. No person 

may sell or buy any archeological resource, that was illegally acquired. Penalties for 

those convicted of violating ARPA are: 

1. First Offense: a person who breaks this law for the first time may be fined 

$100,000 and spend one year in jail. IF the cost of repairing the damage 

exceeds $500, the offender may receive a fine of $250,000 and spend two 

years in jail. 

2. Second Offense: a person who breaks this law for the second time may be 

fined $250,000 and spend five years in jail. 

3. Vehicles and other equipment used in breaking this law may be confiscated. 

ARPA applies to all public lands, including those administered by the U.S. Forest 

Service, Bureau of Land Management, the military, Fish and Wildlife Service, the 

National Park Service, and the Bureau of Reclamation. 

People who dig in sites are engaged in an illegal market activity, are armed with 

weapons, and should be considered dangerous. Never approach someone you see digging 

in sites or collecting artifacts. Instead, record information about them – their physical 

description, what they were seen doing, the license number of their vehicle – and 

immediately report them to a local law enforcement agency. 

People enjoying recreation in the outdoors occasionally find archeological sites and 

wonder what they should do. Always leave artifacts where they are found, including 

small surface finds such as potsherds and stone flakes. Discoveries of rare or remarkable 

artifacts and sites should be reported the land managing agency, or, in the case of private 

lands, to a local agency archeologist or the State Historic Preservation Office. 

 

 

 

Kansas Unmarked Burial Sites Preservation Act (1989) 

 

In 1989 the Kansas Unmarked Burial Sites Preservation Act (Kansas Statutes 

Annotated 75-2741 through 75-2754). [House Bill 1244] established a procedure for the  
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protection, treatment, and disposition of human skeletal remains, and associated grave 

artifacts, from unmarked burial sites. It established an unmarked burial sites preservation 

board to make recommendations for the disposition of human remains and grave goods 

and provided for a registry of unmarked burial sites. The act prohibits any person from 

willfully disturbing an unmarked burial site or from possessing, selling, trading, giving 

away, or throwing away human skeletal remains or grave goods. A person may be fined 

from $5,000 to $100,000 for breaking the law. 

 

 

 

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(1990) 

 

The Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) was 

enacted in 1990. This law was put into place in part to help right some wrongs done to 

the Native Americans in the 1800s and early 1900s. The NAGPRA protects human 

remains and other grave goods and to some extent ceremonial goods. This law is very 

complex and so only a very broad overview is given here. 

The NAGPRA applies to federal lands, those lands owned or controlled by the United 

States, and to tribal lands. The NAGPRA goes into much detail in defining human 

remains and other categories of protected cultural items. It also has a very detailed 

procedure and definitions for determining cultural affiliation, which becomes crucial to 

the question of repatriation. 

There are two ways to violate this act. The first deals with the museums’ collections 

of Native Americans and Native Hawaiian organizations. All museums or federally 

funded organizations holding collections are required to inventory and complete 

summaries of all holding relating to these two groups. If these are not done and provided 

to the groups which the law specifies, and if there is failure to precede with repatriation 

once this has been done, federal criminal jurisdiction will be invoked. 

The second way to violate this act is to not turn over material defined in the law to the 

Native American owner or to use the material in a prohibited activity. 

The NAGPRA also does not allow the trafficking of human remains or cultural items. 

This includes the sale, purchase, use for profit, possession without proper right, and the 

removing and transporting of these items. 

Several different fines are enacted for these different violations. For the museums that 

do not comply a fine of 1% of all operating budgets can be assessed. For a sale, purchase, 

etc. violation of this act several steps can occur. The first violation is punishable as a 

misdemeanor. A second or subsequent violation is a felony, punishable by up to five 

years in prison and/or a fine. 

 

 
 


