
“Keeping the family in moccasins was a constant problem for the women. During the migrations on the hunt, 

moccasins wore out all the time and the woman had to carry along some cutout moccasin leather all ready to be 

sewn up. A sewing bag with sinew, an awl, and moccasin patterns was an essential of the hunting equipment. A 

man going on a long journey over the country would take along a similar kit.

“There were two kinds of moccasins in general use among North American tribes—one better adapted to 

rough open terrain, a hard-soled moccasin, the other with a soft sole suitable for forest dwellers. The hard-soled 

moccasin was the one the Pawnees used most, but in winter they sometimes made soft-soled moccasins out of 

buffalo hide with the hair turned inside for warmth. Sometimes they adapted the hard-soled moccasins to cold 

weather by wrapping the feet in hay or calico, changing the padding in the evening when it became damp.

“The hard-soled moccasin was in two parts—a hard rawhide sole of buffalo leather with a softer top of deer skin 

sewn on. To make a soft-soled moccasin, one piece of hide was used folded over in length, one section serving as 

the sole and the other as the upper.

“Ordinarily, everyone had to have at least two pairs of moccasins at a time—one for everyday use and one for 

good wear. When the ordinary pair was worn out, the good ones were moved down and a new good pair made. 

Soles were patched when they wore through, and if the sole was entirely worn out and the top still good, the 

whole sole was replaced. On the summer and winter migrations, soles often had to be fixed en route. Children 

were not ordinarily provided with moccasins except in winter. The young boys who foraged about for bird’s eggs 

in the spring were the exception. Moccasins had to be made for them in order to protect them from snakebite. 

Winter moccasins were made large to accommodate the lining of hay or calico.

“Each moccasin took about an hour and a half to sew—three hours for a pair. If they were decorated with beads 

it took five or six days of spare time. When a man was in a hurry for his moccasins, a woman would have to ask 

someone to help her out with the sewing. She would say, ‘My husband wants to go off and I’m making him one 

pair of moccasins. Would you help me out and sew up another one for me?’ Sisters were likely to help out in this 

way or women married to two brothers.”

Ethnographic Source #2

The Pawnee built permanent earthlodge villages. Twice a year they left their  
villages for several weeks to hunt buffalo. These migrations took place each  
summer and winter.
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