
Uses of the Buffalo Traveling Resource Trunk   Kansas Historical Society 

www.kshs.org  kshs.education@ks.gov  ©2014 

 Rawhide 

Object Card 

 

Plains Indians used tools of bone and stone to 

clean a buffalo hide. The cleaned hide would 

become tough and hard if it wasn’t tanned. This 

was called rawhide. Rawhide could become a 

parfleche, drum head, or shield. Strips of rawhide 

were turned into rope. The tough material also was 

used to make soles of moccasins, and even 

horseshoes.  
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