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Guide Map of the Best and Shortest Cattle Trail to the Kansas 

Pacific Railway from the Red River Crossing 
 

“The trade in Texas cattle has developed rapidly from the beginning until it has assumed an 

important pace in the live stock interests of the West. The Texas cattle producers find in the 

western States and Territories an adequate demand for their great surplus, and the feeders and 

packers of this country have come to look to this source of supply for the cattle required in their 

business. 

 “The market having been established at Kansas City and on the frontiers of Kansas, a number 

of advantages have been developed that offer it unequaled inducements to remain. In the first 

place, it affords an opportunity for those drovers who desire it, to sell their cattle as soon as they 

reach Kansas to the feeders in the Territories . . . The concentration of railroads at Kansas City 

gives excellent shipping facilities with competing rates . . . besides which the drover has a choice 

of points to which to drive in Kansas, with at least three railroads competing for the business of 

carrying his cattle to the Kansas City market. These facts, reducing the cost of handling the cattle 

after they reach Kansas, enable buyers to pay better prices than they could do elsewhere. . . . 

 “Another advantage in Kansas is in the fact that the laws of the State, while, like the laws of 

other western States, protecting the native herds and cultivated fields by excluding Texas cattle 

from the agricultural parts of the State, establish a line, west of which Texas cattle are protected. 

In the region thus set apart for them the finest grasses and best water privileges exist; the 

railroads penetrate this country, and the shipping points are all within it. At these points large and 

convenient stock yards, hotels, and all desirable facilities and conveniences for the trade have 

been provided. . . . 

 “Drovers are recommended to make Ellis, Russell, Ellsworth and Brookville, the principal 

points for their cattle for the following reasons: Freedom from the petty annoyances of settlers, 

arising from the cattle trespassing upon cultivated fields: because there is wider range, an 

abundance of grass and water, increased shipping facilities and extensive yard accommodations. 

Large and commodious hotels may be found in all these places, and at Ellsworth, especially, the 

old ‘Drovers Cottage,’ so popular with the trade for years, will be found renovated and enlarged. 

The banking house of D.W. Powers & Co., established at Ellsworth in 1873, in the interest of the 

cattle business, will remain at this point and continue their liberal dealings as in the past. . . . 

 “Summing up the advantages of this great, popular trail, it will be seen that they are of a 

character to merit the consideration of all drovers, and may be stated in full as follows: 

 “Parties who drive cattle to the Kansas Pacific Railway have an outlet to New Mexico, 

Colorado, Wyoming, Idaho, Montana, Utah, Nevada, Oregon, and California, and the benefit of 

About this source: The Kansas Pacific Railway produced this guide book to help Texas cattle 

ranchers get their cattle to market. 
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the large demand for cattle to supply the Government points in those States and Territories, and 

in the States of Kansas and Nebraska. 

 “They also have the benefit of the demand for the packing houses at Leavenworth and 

Kansas City. At the latter place are located the largest packing houses in America, having 

facilities for packing, and affording a demand at Kansas City for, at least one hundred thousand 

beeves annually. 

 “The Union Stock Yards at Kansas City, now in active operation, are conceded to be the best 

arranged west of Chicago, and have given the utmost satisfaction to shippers. 

 “The experience of Texas cattle men along the line of the Kansas Pacific Railway during the 

past five years has conclusively demonstrated that cattle can be wintered upon the buffalo or 

mesquit grasses in and about the vicinity of Ellis, Ellsworth, and Brookville, and in the country 

west, as economically, and in much better condition than in Texas, so much so, that leading men 

engaged in stock raising in Texas have established permanent depots or ranches at these places, 

with a view to holding over annually, during the winter, a certain proportion of their herds. Cattle 

so held come out in the spring in much better condition, improve more rapidly, command better 

prices, and can be forwarded to market much earlier than freshly driven cattle from Texas. 

 “Another important feature in connection with this line is, that cattle can be held in the 

adjacent country, within sight of the track on both sides, a distance of one hundred miles between 

Brookville on the east and Ellis on the west, within easy access to buyers, without incurring 

expensive livery bills or other expenses incidental to locations where cattle have to be held thirty 

and forty miles from a railroad.” 

    

 

 

Guide Map of the Best and Shortest Cattle Trail to the Kansas Pacific Railway from the Red 

River Crossing. Kansas Pacific Railway Company: 1874. Pg. 3-12. Kansas Historical Society, 

Kansas Memory, www.kansasmemory.org, #209730. 

http://www.kansasmemory.org/

