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Reflections of the Trail 
By George W. Saunders, San Antonio, Texas 

 

“We crossed Bluff Creek into Kansas and passed Newton during the latter part of May [1870]. A 

blacksmith shop, a store, and about a dozen dwellings made up this town at the time, but when 

we came back through the place on our return home thirty days later, it had grown to be quite a 

large town, due to the building of a railroad. It did not seem possible that a town could make 

such quick growth in such short time, but Newton, Kansas, sprang up almost over night. 

 “We stopped our herd on Holland Creek, twenty miles from Abilene, Kansas, where we were 

met by Pink Bennett and a buyer. Pink sold 300 fat beeves out of our herd to this man, and I 

went to Abilene with them to help load them on the cars. They were the first cattle I had ever 

seen loaded on a train, and I was anxious to see how it was done. 

 “. . .it was arranged that some of us could start home, and accordingly about fifty men, with 

five chuck wagons, five cooks and about 150 horses, hit the back trail for Texas. . . . 

 “We stopped at Fort Worth and all other towns on our route, as we leisurely traveled 

homeward, finally reaching our destination safely. I was mighty proud of this, my first trip, and 

reached home with a pair of shopmade boots and two good suits of clothes, one of which was a 

black changeable velvet affair that I had paid fifty dollars for in Kansas. I carried these clothes in 

a pair of saddle bags all the way home, and found after I reached there that I could have 

purchased them cheaper from a local merchant. But little did I care, for I was determined to ‘cut 

a shine’ with the girls when I got back off that notable trip.” 
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About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


