
Primary Source Document 15 

Catt le Trail Cow boys  Kansas Historical Society © 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflections of the Trail 
By George W. Saunders, San Antonio, Texas 

 

“. . . The prairies near Abilene, Kansas, where we held our herds, were partly taken up by 

grangers, who lived in dugouts, a square hole in the ground, or on the side of a bluff, with 

timbers placed across and covered with dirt. Each granger had taken up about 160 acres of land, 

part of which was cultivated. They had no fences, so to mark the boundaries of their homesteads, 

they would plow a furrow around it. As there was not timber in the country, except a few 

cottonwoods which grew along the streams, the grangers were compelled to use buffalo chips for 

fuel. While we were there with our herds many other herds came in and the whole prairie was 

covered with cattle for many miles around. I visited lots of camps and met many old friends from 

Texas. Buyers were plentiful, cattle sold fast, and the grangers were active among the herds 

asking the cattlemen to bed cattle on their lands so they could get the chips for fuel. One evening 

I noticed several men and women in buggies and buckboards going to different herds and 

begging each boss to bed his herd on their respective lands. They soon got into a ‘squabble’ with 

each other, claiming they had asked a certain boss first, and this caused the cowboys to 

congregate around to see the fun and encourage the row. Levi Anderson was the boss in 

question, and they all claimed he had promised to bed cattle on their land. Levi was puzzled, for 

he was not used to the customs of the country, and said the reason he had promised was because 

he thought they were all joking. He said those dugout people were somewhat different from the 

folks where he lived, remarking that ‘Down in Texas, if you gave a man dry dung he would fight 

you, but here in Kansas they will fight you for dry dung. The grangers figured that 1,000 cattle 

would leave enough chips on the ground in one night to give them 500 pounds of fuel in a few 

days.” 

   

Saunders, George W. “Reflections of the Trail.” The Trail Drivers of Texas: Interesting Sketches 

of Early Cowboys and their Experiences on the Range and on the Trail during the Days that 

Tried Men’s Souls—True Narratives Related by Real Cow-Punchers and Men who Fathered the 

Cattle Industry in Texas. Ed. J. Marvin Hunter. 2nd ed. Nashville: Cokesbury Press. 1925. 435-

436. Print. 

About this source: Early in the twentieth century the Old Time Trail Drivers’ Association 

collected stories from people who had driven cattle from Texas to markets along rail lines farther 

north. The Association published the collection, and this document is an excerpt from one of 

those stories. 

 


