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Entry 2: “Firing on the Hill!” 
 

“We crossed at the ford and continued our way on the road toward Westport…. 

 “We were marching in the usual column by fours. …  We traveled along leisurely at a walk. 

Soon after we had crossed the stream, and when not far from our campground of the night 

before, I saw what I supposed to be a volunteer soldier coming down the road at full speed. As 

he came near, up went his hand to his cap in true military style, and with the salute he cried out: 

“There is firing on the hill above!”  I glanced at Col. Veale. 

 “…His soldierly instinct had no doubt told him that there was fighting near at hand, and he 

was evidently eager to mix in the fray. His magnetic ardor was contagious, and all seemed 

infused with it. My own sensations were of the strangest kind. Up to that moment I had scarcely 

believed in the possibility of our engaging in battle. It was one of those unreasoning convictions 

that sometimes takes possession of the mind without rhyme or reason. But all was now reversed. 

The words of the messenger sent a thrill through my frame, from head to foot. We were to fight 

after all. My mind was for the time being, a curious mixture of dread, curiosity, and a species of 

wild enthusiasm. Properly, my thoughts should have dwelt upon the flag, and our national cause. 

But they certainly did not. Perhaps there was no time for patriotic sentiments to assert 

themselves.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 57-61transcription, 24-26 handwritten. 

  

 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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