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Entry 3:  “The Enemy in View” 
 

“Every man of the Battalion now stood within the narrow limits of the Mockbee lane. ... 

 “We remained in the road for about one minute. … 

 “Something was at last decided upon. The high rail fence on our right was thrown down, and 

Col. Veale led us through the gap into an old abandoned cornfield. 

 “… Some six hundred yards north of us, was the highest point of ground in sight, where the 

road passed over the crest of the hill. In the road, and to the west of it on the prairie, I could see 

mounted men…. 

  “The line of Battle being now formed, I naturally supposed we were to advance upon the 

enemy above us. They seemed inferior in numbers, and I believed we could drive them back with 

ease. So far, not a shot had been fired since our arrival on the field. Somebody in the line called 

out: 

  “‘They may be some of our own men.’  But Col. Veale rather impatiently answered: 

  “‘They are not. They are rebels. Don’t you see the rebel flag?’ 

  “Our own flag was about six feet square and I looked to see one equally as large on the other 

side. But I failed to see it at all. I learned afterwards, it was a rebel guidon – a kind of triangular, 

swallow-tailed affair, that served as their battle-flag.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 63-79 transcription, 27-33 handwritten. 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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