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Entry 14: “The Dread Field of Battle” 
 

“We were ordered to go to the fires and sit down. 

 “…After awhile one of the guards ventured to sit down near me. He was a man of fifty or 

more with a hoarse voice and a puffy look under his eyes. He had a blanket over his shoulders, 

and was armed with a very thick barreled shot gun – At one time during the night he requested 

me to take it in my hand and see how heavy it was…. 

 “Supposing he had been in many bloody engagements; and might even have the number he 

had slain with this wonderful gun, notched on its stock. I ventured to ask how many battles he 

had participated in. 

  “He shook his head. 

  ‘‘I’ve been in the service a long time, but I’ve never been in a fight.’ 

  “‘But I’ve passed over many a battlefield after the fighting was over.’ He continued. ‘I tell 

you it was an awful sight to see, at first, to see the dead lying here and there scattered over the 

ground; some of them nearly torn to pieces by the cannon – now and then a leg or an arm lying 

apart – It was awful. But it wasn’t long before I got used to it; and cared no more to see a dead 

man than if he had been a dead horse. God knows I’m sorry its so, but I can’t help myself, now 

I’ve seen so much of it. I tell you, war’s an awful thing.’  The old man talked on at great length 

in his cracked, wheezy voice. He grew reminiscent, and told us how he had voted against 

secession ‘down in Arkansas,’ and how his Union sentiments were finally crushed out of him by 

the ‘deviltry’ of certain Yankee soldiers who had finally penetrated to his neighborhood. ‘But,’ 

he added, ‘we killed off a big lot of them before they got away from there…. 

  “‘Grant will never take Richmond in God’s world.’ He exultingly predicted. ‘And the South 

will never be whipped, as long as we have a man left alive.’”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 197-212 transcription, 28-37 part 2 handwritten. 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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