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Entry 15: “Sergeant Kosier’s Battle Grime” 
 

“About sunrise I heard a sound off to the west, like the violent slamming of a heavy door. In two 

or three seconds came a similar sound, almost equally loud – A cannon shot, and the explosion 

of a shell – It was the opening of the Battle of Westport. Sunday October 23rd 1864…. 

 “Wagon trains and soldiers filled the crowded highway, or traversed the adjoining fields; all 

pushing toward the front. 

  “To my mind there could be but one explanation. The rebels were driving our forces from the 

field – Kansas would be over – run, and the National cause itself imperiled. I gave up all for lost, 

and was sunk in the lowest depths of despondency. I said to Bickell: 

 “‘Kansas will be invaded, and our homes destroyed. They’re beating us.’… 

 “Presently we entered the road that led through the woods to Russell’s Ford. … 

 “At the ford we were allowed to drink of the muddy water as best we could. … 

 “One of my neighbors whispered: ‘Sam, you had better wash your face.’ 

 “I followed his suggestion as we stood in the water; and as I glanced at Sam Kosier – who 

stood near by – I could easily imagine how much I needed the ablution. I had seen him during 

the fight, his blackened face streaming with perspiration that was cutting channels through this 

“Battle grime,” from forehead to beard. It had now dried on, and his appearance at any other time 

or place would have been almost comical.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 223-242 transcription, 43-53 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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