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Entry 17: “Before Dawn” 
 

“Tuesday October 25th 1864. 

  “Long before daylight we were aroused and started on our way. * It was exceedingly dark, 

and a misty rain added to the obscurity as well as our general discomfort. 

  “We waded the stream - which seemed to me rather wide and shallow – and reached the up-

land beyond. 

  “I saw a number of fires on ahead and at first supposed them to be the smoldering fires of a 

burned village; but they were only campfires. 

 “After tramping several miles we were halted, and waited for daylight. The rain had now 

increased to quite a shower. But my rebel coat and the old quilt kept me tolerably dry. 

 “One of the prisoners was complaining bitterly that he had been robbed of four dollars – all 

the money he had – Lieut. Sentelle was – or pretended to be – very angry; and as usual in such 

cases swore like a trooper: 

 “‘I never believed I had a man mean enough to rob a prisoner,’ he shouted. ‘Let him come to 

me, and I’ll give him a dollar myself before I’ll see him do such a dirty trick again!’… 

 “One of the guards called out: ‘Say, have any of you fellows ever been across the plains?’ 

  “‘Yes, I have,’ answered a prisoner. They talked for some time. I heard the rebel say:  

 “‘When this war is over I’m going to make the trip myself.’  It was pleasant to hear him say 

that. But the end of the war seemed a long way off, not with standing.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 290-299 transcription, 80-86 part 2 handwritten. 

  

 

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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