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Entry 23: “Porcine Picket” 
 

“Presently I came to a flat common overgrown with tall weeds and bushes. There was a 

movement and rustling of some kind, directly in front of me. A rebel picket, without a doubt. 

 “I immediately fell on my face and listened with bated breath for what seemed to me half an 

hour. I could now hear movements in several different directions, but could see nothing. I was 

very much alarmed, but resolved to resist re-capture to the last extremity. My life was forfeit, but 

even if it were spared I could not endure the thought of returning to the miseries of captivity. The 

blade of my knife was pointed, and more than three inches long. In a nocturnal encounter it 

would possess some advantages over firearms. I held it open in my hand. No one man should 

take me, without a desperate struggle, at all events. The night was quite still, and I could hear 

every movement of the hidden enemy. Some of them were almost upon me, when I heard a 

grunt, that unmistakably betrayed the nature of my foe. 

 “Ashamed, but immensely relieved, I sprang to my feet While a number of hogs scampered 

away with their familiar ‘wouf – a – wouf!’ 

 “But the time had not been lost. It had given me a breathing spell, and time to think. I was 

now quite certain of being outside the rebel outposts even if there were any. 

 “I stopped a moment to listen. The noise from the direction of the rebel army was peculiar. 

At that distance the shouting of soldiers and teamsters resembled a continuous roar. Now and 

then it would rise, and swell into a more formidable volume of sound; then it would sink again as 

the light breeze wafted it away.”  

 

 

Reader, Samuel J., “Samuel J. Reader’s Autobiography, Volume 3” (Kansas Historical Society, 

www.kansasmemory.org/item/206900), 331-335 transcription, 106-108 part 2 handwritten. 

  

About this source: In 1864 Samuel Reader joined the Second Kansas militia when General Sterling 

Price threatened to invade eastern Kansas with his Confederate troops.  Reader kept a daily diary 

and later wrote an autobiography using entries from his diary. The handwritten autobiography also 

contains illustrations drawn by Reader. A digitized copy of the original autobiography, and a typed 

transcript of it, can be found on the Kansas Historical Society’s website, Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org. 
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