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Resource Chart - Photos 

 

Image Citation Description 

 

 

 
 “Courthouse in 

Independence, Missouri” 

Kansas Memory  

kansasmemory.org/item/ 

215612 

Creator: Meyer, Herrmann J.  

Date: 1854 

Item # 215612 

 
 This is a copy of an 

engraving of the courthouse 

in Independence, Missouri. 

The reproduction first 

appeared in United States 

Illustrated and depicts the 

early settlement of 

Independence and its 

courthouse. Located along the 

Kansas and Missouri border, 

the town was considered the 

“Queen City of Trails” 

because it was the point of 

departure for the Santa Fe and 

Oregon-California trails.  

The engraving represents the 

town not only as the jumping-

off point of major westward 

trails but also as the 

convergence of cultures—

American and Mexican 

traders, Americans searching 

for a new life, free and 

enslaved African Americans, 

and American Indians. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 “Arrival of caravan at Santa 

Fe”  

Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org/item/677 

Date: 1844-1845  

Item # 677 

 

 This illustration from Josiah 

Gregg’s Commerce on the 

Prairies depicts a caravan of 

Americans arriving in Santa 

Fe, New Mexico. Gregg’s 

book was first published in 

1844. Gregg spent 10 years of 

his life in the Santa Fe trade. 
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“The Santa Fe Trade” 

The Santa Fe Trade painted by 

Frederic Remington, copied 

from Colliers, March 12, 1904 

Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org/item/209840 

Item #209840 

 

 

The painting shows traders 

with covered wagons on the 

Santa Fe Trail. 

 

 

“Santa Fe Trail in Dodge City, 

Kansas” 

Date: 1872  

Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org/item/208511 

Item # 208511 

 

 

 

 

View of the Santa Fe Trail 

ruts looking west through 

Dodge City, Kansas. Dodge 

City was founded in 1871. 

 

 

“Bull Train on Old Santa Fe 

Trail Crossing at Ellsworth” 

Date: 1867 

Kansas Memory  

kansasmemory.org/item/146 

Item # 146 

 

A stereograph showing a bull 

(oxen) train and cattle 

crossing the Smoky Hill 

River at Ellsworth, Kansas. 

Visible in the photograph is a 

covered wagon. The 

stereograph is from 

Alexander Gardner’s series, 

Across the Continent on the 

Union Pacific Railway, 

Eastern Division. 

    As transportation such as 

steamboats and railroads 

moved west the jumping off 

points of the trail also moved 

west. Freighters could pick up 

their supplies at the terminal 

of the railroad and then begin 

the trek to Santa Fe saving 

many miles. 

    A stereograph consists of 

two almost identical images 

attached to a piece of 

cardboard. When viewed 

through a stereoscope the 

image appeared in 3D. 
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“Santa Fe Trail Ruts”  

Date: 1956 

Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org/item/210354 

Item # 210354 

 

This aerial photograph, taken 

in 1956 by the Kansas 

Industrial Development 

Commission, depicts some 

Santa Fe Trail wagon ruts in 

Ford County, west of Dodge 

City, Kansas. The trail ruts 

are running from right to left 

(east to southwest) crossing 

the Soule Canal. This canal 

was built in 1883 with the 

intention of providing 

irrigation water to farms in 

the area. 

 

 

 

“March of the Caravan” 

Date: 1844 

Kansas Memory 

kansasmemory.org/item/286 

Item # 286 

 

View of an illustration titled 

“March of the Caravan” 

copied from Commerce of the 

Prairies, Volume 1, page 

102, by Josiah Gregg. 

Caravans seldom traveled in 

one straight line. For safety 

reasons it was easier to 

“circle up” if traveling in 

several lines. For practical 

purposes there was less dust 

for those at the end of the line 

if the line was shorter. 

 

 

 
 

 

“Supplies headed for Santa Fe” 

Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 20 

 

 

 

 

 

Supplies were packed in 

wooden crates and barrels and 

transported in large wagons. 

 

 

 

“Ox Face” 

Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two oxen are joined together 

by a wooden crossbar placed 

on their necks and secured by 

U-shaped bows that encircle 

their necks are part of a team 

of oxen ready to pull the 

heavily loaded wagons. 
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“Ox Foot” 

Photo taken at Bent’s Old  

Fort National Park Site,  

La Junta, Colorado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This close up of an ox’s foot 

shows the cloven hoof. Each 

toe had to be shod. 

 

 
 

 

“Mules ready to be  

hitched to wagon” 

 
Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 37 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice the harnesses used to 

hitch the mules to the wagon. 

Leather harnesses were 

expensive. 

 

 

 

“Mules pulling an army  

wagon” 

 
Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The army used both mules 

and oxen to haul its freight 

wagons. 

 

 

 

“Oxen pulling wagon” 

Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 53 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

The first recorded use of oxen 

to haul freight on the trail  

was by Major Bennet Riley 

when he and his soldiers 

accompanied a caravan to  

the Mexican border (across 

the Arkansas River west of 

present-day Dodge City). 
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“Pack burro carrying wood” 

Tracing the Santa Fe Trail by 

Ronald Dulle, page 165 

 

Mexicans packed goods on 

burros, donkeys, and mules. 

Many young Mexican men 

were so adept at loading pack 

animals they earned money  

as arrieros (packers) during 

trail days. 

 

 
 

 

“Mexican Carreta (cart)” 

Photo of an exhibit taken at 

Santa Fe Trail Center, Larned, 

KS 

 

This small Mexican cart was 

used to haul wood, furs, and 

hides. 

 

 
 

 

“Side view of Mexican  

Carreta” 

 
Photo taken at Bent’s Old Fort 

National Park Site, La Junta, 

Colorado 

 

As far as historians know 

carretas were never taken on 

the Santa Fe Trail. They 

would have been used to haul 

the goods purchased in Santa 

Fe to the home or business  

of the buyer. 

 

 
 

 

 

“Freight Wagon” 

Photo taken at Bent’s Old Fort 

National Park Site, 

La Junta, Colorado 

 

This is an example of a 

typical freight wagon used on 

the Santa Fe Trail. Bent’s Old 

Fort has been reconstructed 

by the National Park Service. 

The original fort was 

constructed by William Bent 

in 1833. 
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“Military freight wagon” 

Photo taken at Bent’s Old Fort 

National Park Site, La Junta, 

Colorado 

 

Freight wagons used by the 

U.S. Army would have been 

painted red and blue as in this 

replica. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“Stagecoach” 

Photo taken at Bent’s Old Fort 

National Park Site, La Junta, 

Colorado” 

 

This restored stagecoach was 

used in the late 1800s. 

Stagecoaches were pulled by 

horses or mules. They carried 

U.S. mail and passengers. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Dearborn wagon” 

Photo taken at Bent’s Old Fort 

National Park Site, La Junta, 

Colorado 

 

This reproduction of a 

Dearborn wagon represents 

the one in which Susan 

Magoffin traveled the  

Santa Fe Trail. It is pulled  

by a pair of mules. 
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Dry goods going from Missouri 

to Santa Fe—lace handkerchief 

 

Linen is a fabric imported 

from Ireland. The lace around 

the edge of the handkerchief 

would have been made by 

hand. 

 

 
 

 

Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—

women’s cotton socks 

 

Cotton socks for women were 

manufactured in England. To 

keep stockings up a woman 

tied a ribbon, called a garter, 

around the top of the sock 

above her knee. 

 

 
 

 

Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe— 

parasol 

 

In trail days a well-dressed 

wealthy woman would have 

carried a parasol to shade her 

face from the sun. Machine 

stitched tapes of Battenburg 

lace, possibly manufactured 

in England, decorated this 

parasol. 

 

 

 
 

 

Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe— 

men’s pants 

 

These ready-made pants are 

made of a heavy cotton fabric 

called duck. These would 

have been manufactured in 

the United States. 
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Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—men’s 

shirts 

 

These shirts were made of 

American cotton and 

manufactured in the United 

States. Over the top of the 

shirt men often wore a large 

leather belt which held a 

knife. 

 

 
 

 
Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—

suspenders 

 

Suspenders had cotton straps 

and leather fasteners and  

were used to hold up a  

man’s pants. 

 

 
 

 
Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—men’s 

cotton socks 

 

These manufactured cotton 

socks would have been  

softer than hand-knitted  

socks made of cotton or  

wool. 

 

 
 

 
Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—Top 

(Topper) hat 

 

Top (also called Topper)  

hats were popular during  

the time period of the trail. 

The hat is made of fibers 

from beaver pelts that were 

felted and shaped to form  

this style of hats. Topper  

hats would have been worn 

by all classes of men. 
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Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe— 

men’s shoes 

 

Shoes called brogans came in 

either leather or suede. The 

shoes were manufactured in 

the United States. 

 

 
 

 
Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—black 

silk 

 

Silk was an expensive, but 

popular fabric used by the 

wealthy. Most silk fabric 

traveling the trail in its 

earliest days probably was 

woven in England from silk 

made in China. In the latter 

days of the trail American 

factories were also producing 

silk fabric. 

 

 

 
 

 
Dry goods going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—calico 

 

Calico was a popular fabric 

used to make women’s 

dresses. It was manufactured 

in the northeastern part of the 

United States from Southern 

cotton. 

    Manufactured cloth was in 

high demand in Santa Fe 

because most of the clothing 

was made of local wool or 

leather. 

 

 

 
 

 
Hardware items going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe—iron axe 

head 

 

Iron axe heads were mainly 

manufactured in Connecticut. 

A wooden handle would be 

added to the head by the 

purchaser. 
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Hardware items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe— 

sad iron 

 

Made of cast iron, a sad  

iron was used to iron  

wrinkles from clothing.  

Sad irons were produced  

in foundries in the United 

States. 

 

 
 

 
Hardware items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

coffee grinder 

 

Coffee grinders were used  

for grinding coffee beans.  

By the mid-1850s they were 

produced by manufacturers 

in the United States. 

 

 
 

 
Hardware items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe— 

padlock 

 

Padlocks were used as 

fasteners on doors, boxes,  

or chests. During trail days 

padlocks were produced in 

the United States. 

 

 
 

 
Jewelry items going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe— 

necklace 

 

Many American jewelers 

made pieces of fine jewelry 

that would have been sold  

in Santa Fe. 
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Jewelry items going from  

Missouri to Santa Fe— 

hairpins 

 

Tortoise shell comes from  

the Hawksbill sea turtle  

shells from China and was 

manufactured into hair pins 

 in France. Pins were owned 

only by the very wealthy. 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

horn comb 

 

Horn combs are made from 

the horns of animals from 

South Africa, Australia, or 

Madagascar. The comb was 

manufactured in France. 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

lemon scented soap 

 

Beginning in the 1700s  

lemon soap was made in 

Williamsburg, Virginia. 

Prior to the 1850s fancy 

scented soap was made by 

hand and considered a luxury 

afforded only by the wealthy. 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

inkwell and quill pen 

 

Goose feather quill pens  

have been used since the 

seventh century. The  

feather quill pens were 

popular until steel nibs  

(tips that could hold some 

ink) were developed in the 

1850s. Ink was imported  

from India in powder form. 

Some powder and a few 

drops of water would be 

mixed in the inkwell. 
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Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

candle mold with candlewick 

 

Homemade candles offered 

one means of light during the 

trail days. The molds would 

have be manufactured in 

theUnited States. 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

Chinese tea block 

 

Tea was imported from India, 

Ceylon, or China, often in the 

form of finely ground tea 

leaves stored in chests or 

pressed into a mold to form a 

hard, slab-like block. The 

block could be shaved with a 

knife and then ground into a 

fine powder to make tea. 

Much of the tea may have 

been drunk along the trail as 

this would have been easier to 

prepare than coffee. 

 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

glass bottle 

 

Glass bottles, similar to this 

one, were found on the 

Steamboat Arabia that was 

sunk in 1856. The steamboat 

was loaded with merchandise. 

Bottles like this could be used 

for various kinds of liquids. 

They were manufactured in 

America. 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

“Frozen Charlotte” doll 

 

The “Frozen Charlotte” doll 

was made of porcelain, 

probably manufactured in 

Germany. This is a replica  

of a child’s toy, which was 

found on the Steamboat 

Arabia that was sunk in 1856. 
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Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

tobacco twist 

 

Tobacco was grown in the 

southern United States. 

Slaves rolled the tobacco 

leaves by hand into a rope 

and the twisted it. Twists 

were easier to transport than 

loose leaves. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

string of trade beads 

 

Glass beads were usually 

transported on the trail to use 

as trade items with American 

Indians. Crates of these multi-

colored beads came from 

Europe and China. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Miscellaneous items going  

from Missouri to Santa Fe—

slate and slate pencil 

 

Slates and slate pencils  

were used by school children 

in the 1800s and into the  

arly 1900s. Paper was very 

expensive. The slates could 

be erased easily with a damp 

cloth. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Sewing notions going from 

Missouri to Santa Fe—spools 

of thread 

 

Spools of fine cotton or silk 

thread became popular after 

the invention of the sewing 

machine in 1844. 
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Sewing notions going from 

Missouri to Santa Fe—cards of 

buttons 

 

Buttons were mass-produced 

during the time of the Santa 

Fe Trail. They were 

commonly made of glass, 

ceramic, ivory, or brass. 

 

 
 

 
Sewing notions going from 

Missouri to Santa Fe—brass 

thimble and Stork scissors 

 

The thimble was an important 

item for the lady of the house 

whose responsibility it was to 

sew clothing for all members 

of the family. The thimble 

kept her finger from being 

pricked by a needle. Thimbles 

were most likely 

manufactured in England 

during trail time. 

    These sharp scissors, 

shaped like a stork, were used 

for embroidering or cutting 

fine materials suck as silk. 

Wealthier ladies were 

probably the owners of 

scissors like these. This style 

of scissors would have been 

manufactured in Europe. 

 

 

 
 

 
Animals going from Missouri 

to Santa Fe—ox 

 

An ox is any breed of cattle 

that can be trained to wear a 

yoke, obey commands, and 

work as a beast of burden. 

Two animals wearing a 

wooden yoke and pulling 

together were referred to as 

oxen. 

    The first oxen to be used 

on the Santa Fe Trail were 

brought by Major Bennet 

Riley and his U.S. army 

troops who protected a 

caravan going to Mexico in 

1829. 

    Soon oxen were more 

popular draft animals than 

horses or mules. 
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Trade items going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri— 

Pieces of Eight 

 

Pieces of Eight (Reale) were 

Spanish dollar coins minted 

in the Americas and used 

throughout the world. Much 

of the trade on the Santa Fe 

Trail was conducted with 

these silver coins. Silver was 

legal currency in the U.S. 

until 1857. 

 

 

 
 

 
Animals going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri—mule 

 

 

A mule is a hybrid animal. It 

is the product of a male 

donkey and female horse. 

Beginning in 1823, herds of 

mules were taken to Missouri 

from Santa Fe. Mules soon 

became a popular draft 

animal to pull heavy wagons. 

 

 

 
 

 
Animals going from Santa Fe  

to Missouri—donkey 

 

 

The Mexicans used donkeys 

to carry loads of wood, wool, 

and other items. Missouri 

traders would purchase the 

donkeys to help increase their 

mule herds. 

 

 

 
 

 

Ox shoe 

 

Shoes for ox were made by 

blacksmiths. Ox have cloven, 

or two part, hooves. 
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Mule shoe 

 

Mules had to have their feet 

shod to protect their hooves. 

Blacksmiths made the shoes. 

 

 
 

 

 
Furs and fibers going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri—beaver 

pelt 

 

 

The fur of a beaver was in 

great demand for men’s felt 

hats in the 1800s. Trappers 

had worked in the Rocky 

Mountains and Great Plains 

trapping beavers. They 

then sold the pelts to 

manufacturers back east. 

 

 

 
 

 
Furs and fibers going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri— 

Churro wool 

 

 

Churro wool comes from the 

Churro breed of sheep. The 

fibers are long and very 

strong. It worked well for 

saddle pads to protect an 

animal’s back. 

 

 

 
 

 
Woven items going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri—jerga 

 

 

Jerga (her-gah) is a type of 

heavy woven mat made of 

Churro wool. These are often 

woven in six-foot lengths. 

Jergas are used for wrapping 

bundles or as rugs. 
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Woven items going from  

Santa Fe to Missouri—serape 

 

 

A serape is a Mexican blanket 

used by men. They are 

usually hand-woven of 

brightly dyed cotton with 

fringe on the end. 

 

 
 


