Time: 30
minutes

Ornate Box Turtle

Read a story about a turtle named Fred and use a turtle puppet.

OBJECTIVES

Students will:

T  beableto name one characteristic of areptile

T  recognizethat turtles are reptiles

D  beableto name the ornate box turtle as the Sate reptile of Kansas

MATERIALSFROM TRUNK

Grgphic
#3 - Ornate Box Turtle
Object
Turtle puppet
Book
Turtle Time: A Bedtime Story

TEACHER PREPARATION

€ Read the book and practice using the puppet.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

To cdebrate the 125th anniversary of Kansass statehood, Larry Miller's sxth-grade class in
Cadwell decided to nominate the ornate box turtle as the state reptile. On April 14, 1986, their
lobbying campaign ended with Governor John Carlin signing the hill.

The ornate box turtleisfound from the prairies of western Kansasto theforests of eastern Kansas.
It isthemost visibly abundant turtlein Kansas. The ornate box turtleisaso adryland turtle, which
meansthat it spendsits life on land and not in the weter. During thethirty to fifty years of itslifeit
spends alarge amount of time crawling through fields, across backyards, and in the woods. The
yellow gtripes on both the upper shell and lower shell of the ornate box turtle identify this species.
Malesare samdler and have red eyeswhilefemaesarelarger and usudly have yelow-brown eyes.
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Turtlesare reptiles. This means (1) they are cold-blooded animals, (2) they reproduce by laying
eggs out of thewater, and (3) they have scaleson their body thet dlow themto live awvay from the
moigt areas that amphibians are confined to. Y oung reptilesare miniature versons of their parents
and do not need to go through metamorphosis stagesto reach adulthood as do amphibians. Other
examples of reptiles are lizards, snakes, and dligators.

Turtlescarry their houseswith them. The shdll of aturtleis made of the cargpace (upper shell) and
the plastron (lower shell). A hinge arrangement dlows the upper and lower shellsto close firmly
together for defense againgt predators.

Turtles can move only their head, neck, legs, and tail. All turtlesin Kansas lay their eggs on land,
in sand or soft soil. The egg shell keeps the growing turtle from getting too dry. From two to fifty
eggs arelad in each clutch. Deadly enemies of box turtle eggs and hatchlings are raccoons and
skunks.

Ornate box turtles are omnivorous meaning that they eat both plants (fruit, flowers, and
mushrooms) and animal's (grasshoppers, beetles, earthworms, caterpillars, etc.). Aswithal turtles
the ornate box turtle has no teeth. Instead it cutsits food with the sharp edges of its jaws.
Source:

Kansas Wildlife and Parks, 512 SE 25th Avenue, Pratt, KS 67124-8174, 316- 67 2-
5911.

VOCABULARY
Carnivore An animd that eats the flesh of other animasto survive

Cold-blooded  Body temperature changes to match the surrounding air or water temperature.
Clutch A nest of eggs.

Herbivore An animd that ests only plants.

Omnivorous Eats both vegetation and mest.

Reptile One class of cold-blooded animalsthat lays eggs and has scales on their bodies.

Symbol Something that stands for something else. Symbols are used to communicate
words, emotions, directions, etc.
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ACTIVITY

1)

2)

3)

Show classgraphic #3, the Ornate Box Turtle. Tdl them that thisturtleisastate symbol. Ask the
classif they know what a symboal is.
® Something that represents something else. Examples might include stop signs
or red traffic lights that mean stop, green lights that mean go, and railroad
crossing signsthat mean stop and look for a train before crossing.

Tdl them the ornate box turtle isa symbol for Kansas. It is our Sate reptile. Ask for ashow of
hands from those who have seen aturtle.

AsK the class what they know about turtles. Tell them alittle about the ornate box turtle.
® The ornate box turtle is a type of turtle found all over Kansas. It isa dryland
turtle, which meansit liveson theland instead of in thewater. Theyellow stripes
on both the upper and lower shells help to identify this turtle. The ornate box
turtle isomnivorous; it eats both plants and meat.

Explain how the ornate box turtle became Kansas's Sate reptile.
® In 1986 the schoolchildren in Kansas successfully nominated the ornate box
turtle as the state reptile.

Have theclassstinacircle around you and explain that you're going to read abook about aturtle.
Have the turtle puppet close by but hidden from the class.

Tdl the classthat after you finish reading the book asurprisevigtor isgoing to come and talk about
what they've read about turtles in the book.

Read the book, Turtle Time: A Bedtime Sory.

Take out the turtle puppet (the surprise visitor). Use Fred, the puppet, to discuss the book with
the dass. The following questions may help with this discusson.

Begin by holding the turtle with the head and legs pulled in like he's adeep. Have the children say
"Wake up Fred" towakehim up. Let Fredintroduce himself astheturtleinthebook. Usethefact
that he was deeping indde his shdll to begin a discusson about the shdll of aturtle,

=+ turtles carry their houses (shells) with them
® A turtle's houseis made of an upper and lower shell that the turtle can clamp

.- - Fa—
hawasihsg STaTF HTETORTAT ST ETY s j‘ ads i Lm ﬁ‘;_.‘}'-‘-u' L5 _,‘\Ja' AT

18



together for protection. Turtlesdon't need housesor raincoatslikein the book.
Turtles are pretty self-sufficient; they carry what they need with them. Shells
also offer protection from animals that may hurt the turtle.
+ turtlesarereptiles

® Reptiles are cold-blooded animals. They reproduce by laying eggs out of the
water and they have scales on their bodies (the turtle's shell).
* Cold-blooded animals cannot warm themselves by snuggling under a
pile of blankets or putting on socks. They need the sun or another
source of heat to warm them up.
* Reptiles hatch from eggs. Not everything hatching from an eggisa
reptile (ex. birds).
* Scales allow reptiles to live away from the moist areas that
amphibians, such asfrogs, are confined to. Other types of reptiles are
lizards, snakes, and alligators.

+ food they eat

® Thedescription of bringing ice cream for atreat isa good placeto discussfood.
Some turtles are herbivores meaning they eat plants, some are carnivores
meaning they eat meat (such as crickets and beetles), and some are omnivorous
meaning they eat both. The ornate box turtle is omnivorous. Turtles do not
haveteeth. Their jaws have razor sharp edges that they use for chewing food.

EXTENDED ACTIVITIES

1)  Contact Kansas Wildlife and Parks for more information or educationd materias deding with the
ornate box turtle. Wildlife Education Service, 512 SE 25th Avenue, Pratt, KS 67124; 316-672-
5911, ext. 176.

2) Askthedassif they know of any other animalsthet carry their homes with them. Examples may
include snalls, clams, and even people (mobile homes, tipis of the padt, etc.).

If you plan to keep aturtlein your classroom please read this:

Keeping areptile or amphibian asapet can providealearning opportunity, but make sureyou know what
you're getting into. "Many reptilesand amphibiansrequire specid carein captivity, so atrip to thelibrary
or avigt with aloca wildlife professond may be necessary to learn how to keep the critter happy and
hedthy. Also, reptiles and amphibiansin Kansas are protected by collection lawsand limits" For more
information contact the Milford Nature Center, 3115 Hatchery Drive, Junction City, KS 66441; 785-
238-LEAF.
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