
Nearpod Lesson Plan

Epidemics in Kansas History
Middle and
High School

Overview

This Nearpod.com lesson can be teacher led or self-paced for students. The lesson begins by students 
learning the scientific di�erence between bacteria and viruses and recognizing how doctors long ago 
came to understand the spread of a virus. Students will investigate a variety of di�erent epidemics in 
American history and explore the impact the Influenza Pandemic of 1918 had on soldiers at Camp 
Funston, Kansas. 

Standards

KHGSS Standards (2020)
 Standard 1 Choices have consequences.
 Benchmark 1.3 The student will investigate and connect examples of choices and 
 consequences with contemporary issues.
ELA Reading Informational Standards (2017)
 RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly   
 as well as inferences drawn from the text.
ELA Writing Standards (2017)
 W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Objectives

Content
 1. The student will learn the scientific di�erence between bacteria and viruses.
 2. The student will recognize how doctors in the past came to understand the spread of 
 bacteria and viruses.
 3. The student will investigate di�erent epidemics in American history.
 4. The student will analyze correspondence during the outbreak of influenza at Camp Funston.
Skill
 1. The student will interpret three primary sources including a telegram, a letter, and a 
 photograph.

Essential Questions

 1. How do new advances in science a�ect our lives?
 2. What is the government’s role in handling pandemics?

Assessments

 1. The student will write a letter on behalf of Governor Capper to a concerned parent citing   
 three pieces of evidence of how soldiers at Camp Funston are being treated for the flu 
 according to General Wood. (Extension Activity:  Discuss why General Wood’s letter only   
 included positive information. What is his motivation?)
 2. The student will list three observations comparing hospital care in 1918 to hospital care in   
 2020.
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