
The Dust Bowl in KansasGrade
Middle and High 
School

Time
approximately 
30 minutes

Overview

This Nearpod.com lesson can be teacher led or self-paced for students. It begins by placing the Dust 
Bowl into historical context. Using primary sources, students learn about the Dust Bowl, what caused it, 
and how Kansans adapted to the environmental changes. Interactive quizzes and open-ended 

changes in daily lives resulting from the storms.

Standards

KHGSS Standards (2020)
 Standard 5: Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are dynamic.
 Benchmark 5.1: The student will recognize and evaluate dynamic relationships that impact   
 lives in communities, states, and nations.
ELA Reading Informational Standards (2017)
 RL.7.1 Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly   
 as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
ELA Writing Standards (2017)
 W.7.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

Objectives

Content
 1. The student will be able to identify the worst areas of the Dust Bowl. 
 2. The student will be able to explain what happened to the land and people as a result of the   
 Dust Bowl.
Skill
 1. The student will use three primary sources to understand the causes behind the Dust Bowl.
 2. The student will analyze two photographs to gain empathy for people living during the dust   
 storms. 
 3. The student will read six primary sources to draw conclusions about how people adapted.

Essential Questions

 2. How do people impact the environment?
 3. How do people adapt to environmental changes?

Assessments

Students will complete a series of formative assessments including multiple choice and open-ended 
questions asking them to interpret primary sources. As a summative assessment exercise, students will 
complete the lesson by interpreting six primary sources and writing a short essay over the following 

environment?

Supplemental Lesson: 

Read Kansas! Lesson M-31 Was the Dust Bowl Good for Kansas? At KSHS.org.
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