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A Milestone in Reform: The Jungle and Political Change 
 

Resource Chart 
Image Description Citation URL 

 

Synopsis of The 
Jungle plot overview 
and chapter by chapter 
review. 

Spark Notes,  
Literature study 
guide 

sparknotes.com/lit/ 
jungle 

 

Biography of Upton 
Sinclair 

Upton Sinclair 
Biography 
Author, Journalist, 
Activist  
(1878–1968) 

biography.com/pe
ople/upton-
sinclair-9484897 

 

Biography of Upton 
Sinclair and 
information about The 
Appeal to Reason 

Kansapedia,  
kshs.org 
Kansas Historical 
Society 

kshs.org/18374 

 

The Appeal to 
Reason, Girard, 
Kansas  
Bundles of the 
newspaper ready for 
mailing at the depot in 
Girard, Kansas.  

Kansas Memory. 
Kansas Historical 
Society 
 

kansasmemory.or
g/item/211131 

 

The Appeal to 
Reason, Girard, KS, 
February 25, 1905. 
First publication of The 
Jungle as a serial. 

Newspapers.com 
(free access to only 
Kansas newspapers 
through Kansas 
Historical Society-- 
kshs.org/16126 

newspapers.com/i
mage/66992068 

 
 
 

 
 

Middle School/High School 

http://www.biography.com/people/upton-sinclair-9484897
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Image Description Citation URL 

For everyone 

 

Kansas Memory 
This is a digital 
repository of primary 
sources from the 
collections of the 
Kansas Historical 
Society. 
You might want to use 
in conjunction with this 
lesson are those 
related to the Reform 
Era, Populism, 
Socialism, Mary 
Elizabeth Lease, 
William Allen White 
and Kate Richards 
O’Hare.   

Kansas Memory  
At this printing there 
are nearly 500,000 
items. New items 
are being added all 
the time. 
 
To see a sampling 
of items go to the 
KSHS Education 
Resources bookbag 
 

kansasmemory. 
org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KSHS Education 
Resources 
bookbag 
 
kansasmemory.or
g/user/KSHSK12E
ducationResource/
bookbag 

For teacher 
 

Keys for Analyzing 
Newspaper Articles 
Sample keys for each 
of the news articles.   

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political Change 
 
Kansas Historical 
Society, 2016 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political 
Change—
Templates and 

Keys 

kshs.org/19590 

For each student 

 

Student Poll 
Poll to be taken before 
lesson and reviewed 
after completion of 
unit. 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political Change 
 
Kansas Historical 
Society, 2016 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political 
Change—
Templates and 

Keys 

kshs.org/19590 

For each student 
 

 

Library of Congress 
Primary Sources 
Analysis Tools 
Teachers are provided 
with a variety of free 
analysis tools, such as 
the one for political 
cartoons.   
 

Library of Congress 
Teacher Guides and 
Analysis Tools-- 
Analyzing Political 
Cartoons 
 
Paper version: 
loc.gov/teachers/using
primarysources/resour
ces/Analyzing_Politica
l_Cartoons.pdf 
Electronic version: 
loc.gov/teachers/primary
-source-analysis-tool 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political 
Change—
Templates and 

Keys 

kshs.org/19590 

 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For each student 

 

 

Analyzing Newspaper 
Articles 
This worksheet 
includes sourcing, 
analyzing, and 
summarizing activities 
for each student to 
complete with the 
article(s) he/she has 
been assigned. 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political Change 
 
 
Kansas Historical 
Society, 2016 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Templates and 
Keys 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
For 1/3 of class 

 

 
 
 

The Meat Market 
Illustration shows a 
butcher labeled "The 
Beef Trust" standing 
behind a counter in a 
butcher shop, around 
him are meat products 
labeled "Potted Poison, 
Chemical Corn Beef, 
Bob Veal Chicken, 
Tuberculosis Lard, 
Decayed Roast Beef, 
Deodorized Ham, 
Embalmed Sausages, 
[and] Putrefied Pork". 
A verse from the Bible 
appears below the 
counter: "Therefore I 
say unto you, Take no 
thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink.  
(2 pages) 

The meat market. 
Puck, June 13, 
1906. Prints and 
Photographs 
division. Library of 
Congress Prints and 
Photographs 
Division.  
 
loc.gov/item/201164
5899/ 
 
theodorerooseveltce
nter.org/Research/Di
gital-
Library/Record.aspx
?libID=o278545 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Digital Library. 
Dickinson State 
University. 
Creator: Carl 
Hassmann 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For 1/3 of class 

 

 
 
 

Watch the Professor 

Illustration shows an 
oversized man labeled "Beef 
Trust", with skeleton face, 
performing a magic trick on 
a stage by taking "Diseased 
Livestock" and pushing them 
through a tube labeled 
Packingtown to produce 
packaged "Pure Meat 
Products". A diminutive man, 
"The Prof's Assistant", 
wearing a cap labeled 
"Inspector" is standing on 
the stage. 
(2 pages) 

Watch the professor. 
May 23, 1906 Prints 
and Photographs 
division. Library of 
Congress Prints and 
Photographs Division.  
 
loc.gov/item/20116458
94 
 
theodorerooseveltcente
r.org/Research/Digital-
Library/Record.aspx?li
bID=o278540 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Digital Library. 
Dickinson State 
University. N.Y.: J. 
Ottmann Lith. Co., 
Puck Bldg., 1906 
May 23 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political 
Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 
 
 

 
For 1/3 of class 

 

 

An Awful Case of 
June Odors 
 
This political cartoon is 
by Maurice Ketten.  It is 
included on a page 
dedicated to a series of 
articles written by 
Upton Sinclair in which 
he discussed how he 
had researched the 
information for his 
book, The Jungle.  
(2 pages) 

 

The World. [New 
York, N.Y.] evening 
edition, 09 June 
1906, page 3. 
 
chroniclingamerica.l
oc.gov/lccn/sn83030
193/1906-06-09/ed-
1/seq-3/ 
 
Image provided by:  
The New York 
Public Library, Astor, 
Lenox and Tilden 
Foundation. 
loc.gov/item/201164
5894 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political 
Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 
 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For each student 

 
 

Background 
Information 
This information will 
introduce students to 
the Appeal to Reason, 
Upton Sinclair, the 
Chicago Packing 
Houses, President 
Roosevelt, and 
newspapers in the 
early 1900s (4 pages) 

 
Kansas Historical 
Society, 2016 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
For Sinclair group 

 

 

HORRIBLE 
CONDITIONS IN 
STOCKYARDS 
Upton Sinclair in 
Novel, “The Jungle,” 
Charges Many Illegal 
Abuses— 
Various excerpts from 
Sinclair’s novel 
concerning the 
problems at the 
packing plants. 
Doubleday, Page & 
Co., the publishers of 
The Jungle, 
announced they 
accepted the 
manuscript. (3 pages) 

Appeal to Reason, 
Girard, KS, March 
10, 1906, page 1. 
 
From the Chicago 
Record-Herald of 
Feb. 26, 1906. 
 
newspapers.com/ima
ge/66993745 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For Sinclair group 

 

 

UPTON SINCLAIR 
STRIKES BACK  
Sinclair responds to 
an interview of J. 
Ogden Armour in a 
Saturday Evening 
Post with an affidavit 
from Thomas Dolan, 
former superintendent 
of Armour 7 Co’s plant 
connecting Armour to 
the spoiled meat 
scandal during the 
Spanish-American  
War.  (3 pages) 

Meade County News, 
Meade, Kansas, 7 
June 1906, page 3. 
 
newspapers.com/ima
ge/79825908 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 
 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For Sinclair group 

 

 

PACKERS 
SCARED—
SINCLAIR.   
Sinclair alleges the 
Beef Trust is 
responsible for various 
actions to try to kill the 
Meat Inspection Act. 
(1 page) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 26 
May 1906 Sat., page 
2 
Special to The New 
York Times 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20435604 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 

 
For President’s group 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT’S 
IRE AROUSED BY 
THE APPEAL’S 
GREAT STORY! 
President Roosevelt 
accused Sinclair of 
being a muckraker. He 
sent two officials from 
the Bureau of Animal 
Industry to investigate 
the charges presented 
in The Jungle, while at 
the same time he 
invited Sinclair to the 
White House to 
defend his 
accusations. (4 pages) 

Appeal to Reason. 
Girard, Kansas, April 
21, 1906, page 3. 
 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/66993940 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
For President’s 

group 
 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S 
THREAT WITH MEAT 
REPORT . MESSAGE 
OF THE PRESIDENT 
Roosevelt sent the 
preliminary report by 
Reynolds and Neill to 
both the House and 
Senate to show the 
urgent need of 
immediate action by 
Congress to provide 
drastic and 
thoroughgoing 
inspection of all stock 
yards and packing 
plants which enter into 
Inter-State or foreign 
commerce. (2 pages)  

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 5 
June 1906, pages 1-
2. 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20354079 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For President’s group 

 

 

ROOSEVELT Tells 
British Grocers That 
Under New Law 
Canned Meats Are 
Good 
President Roosevelt 
asked the US 
Ambassador to 
England, to reassure 
the participants at the 
Grocers’ Federation 
Conference that under 
the new law American 
meat was safe. 
 (1 page) 

Bismarck Daily 
Tribune, Bismarck, 
North Dakota, July 
11, 1906, page 1. 

 
chroniclingamerica.l
oc.gov/lccn/sn85042
242/1906-07-11/ed-
1/seq-1/ 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 

 
For Packers group 

 

 

PACKERS ANSWER 
PRESIDENT. The 
packers welcome any 
practical inspection 
and contend that the 
large houses are 
clean, only the smaller 
houses in Chicago 
might not be. (1 page) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 26 
May 1906 Sat., page 
2. Special to The 
New York Times 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20435604 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 

 
For Packers group 

 

 

SCRUB BRUSHES 
AND SOAP WORK 
WONDERS IN 
PACKINGTOWN 
SINCE NEILL WAS 
THERE. 
Roosevelt was 
informed by a witness 
in Chicago of the 
efforts to clean up the 
packing plants. 
Roosevelt closes by 
informing the chair, he 
will continue to 
investigate the 
conditions in the 
packing plant.  
(2 pages) 

Chicago Daily 
Tribune, Chicago, 
Illinois, June 9, 
1906, page 2. 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/28648635 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 

 
 

  

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For Packers group 

 

 
 

SAVE FOREIGN 
TRADE, THE 
PACKERS PLEAD 
This is a rebuttal by 
the packing company 
to the Nell and 
Reynolds report. To 
substantiate their view 
they had two 
professors from 
University of Illinois 
examine the plants. (2 
pages)  

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 5 
June 1906, page 2. 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20354082 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 

 
kshs.org/19590 

 
 

For Government group 
 

 

“JUNGLE” AUTHOR 
IS TURNED DOWN. 
By a vote of 15 to 4 
the House Committee 
on Agriculture turned 
down Sinclair’s offer 
to testify. Believing 
Sinclair had been 
discredited by the 
government experts 
and commissioners, 
his testimony would 
be valueless.  
(2 pages) 

The Leavenworth 
Times 
Leavenworth, KS, 
10 June 1906,  
page 1 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/66993745 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 

 
For Government group 

 

 

MEAT INSPECTORS 
NOT IN HARMONY  
The Mohler report  
discussed the clash of 
authority between 
federal, state, and city 
inspectors.  The focus 
was the difference in 
the ante-mortem and 
post mortem 
examination.  
(2 pages) 
 
 
 
 

Chicago Daily 
Tribune, Chicago, 
Illinois, June 9, 
1906, page 2. 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/28648622 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 

  

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For Government group 
 

 
 

MEAT INSPECTION 
BILL PASSES THE 
SENATE  
No one thought the 
bill would pass but 
Indiana Senator 
Beveridge managed 
to get it attached to 
the Agricultural bill as 
an amendment. 
Roosevelt had 
threatened to release 
the entire report of 
inspection in the 
packing plants if the 
bill didn’t pass. 
Amendment was 
adopted without 
debate. (2 pages) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 26 
May 1906 Sat., page 
2 
Special to The New 
York Times 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20435604 
 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
For Government group 

 

 

CONGRESS 
PASSES THREE BIG 
BILLS…Senate 
Yields on Meat 
Bill…House Carries 
One Point 
Based on the 
emphatic demands of 
the citizen Congress 
pass three major 
pieces of legislation. 
These were 
designated as the 
most important 
legislation in the 
recent history of the 
country. A 
compromise is 
reached by the 
Senate and House.  
(2 pages) 

Chicago Daily 
Tribune, Chicago, 
Illinois, 30 June 
1906, page 1-4 

 
newspapers.com/im
age/28650121 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The Jungle 
and Political 
Change—Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

file://///nas07/Data/EDUCAT/lesson_plans_2016/someones_watching_out_for_you/kshs.org/19590
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For group with Variety 

of Articles  
 

 

LONDON VIEW OF 
MESSAGE. 
Public urged to 
disregard assertions 
that exported meat was 
inspected better than 
that intended for 
American consumption. 
Public counseled to 
purchase only British or 
colonial products.  
(1 page) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 5 
June 1906, page 2 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20354082 
 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 
For group with Variety 

of Articles  
 

 

SOLDIERS 
POISONED—MILES. 
Gen. Nelson Miles 
believes 3,000 soldiers 
were killed during the 
Spanish-American War 
due to adulterated, 
impure, and poisonous 
meat. (1 page) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 5 
June 1906, page 2  
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20354082 
 
 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 

 

 
For group with Variety 

of Articles 
 

 

THE NEILL-
REYNOLDS REPORT. 
The report was 
included in the 
President’s Threat with 
Meat Report article.  
Excerpts from the 
report include Meats 
and Prepared Food 
Products, Quality 
Guaranteed, and 
Government 
Inspection. Selected 
portions are labeled but 
not included in detail. 
(6 pages) 

The New York 
Times 
New York, NY, 5 
June 1906, page 2. 
 
newspapers.com/im
age/20354082 
 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 
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Everyone 

 

 
 

LEADING 
FEATURES OF THE 
THREE BIG BILLS 
THAT ARE SOON TO 
BECOME LAWS OF 
THE LAND. 
Three measures sent 
to president make up 
most important 
legislations in the 
recent history of the 
country—railroad 
rates, beef inspection, 
and pure food. This 
article shows only 
beef portion. (1 page) 

Chicago Daily 
Tribune, Chicago, 
Illinois, June 30, 
1906, page 4. 
 
newspapers.com/ima
ge/28650135 
 
 

A Milestone in 
Reform: The 
Jungle and 
Political Change—
Readings 
 

kshs.org/19590 
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