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Eric Engstrom Retires from Historic Sites Board of Review 
 
WICHITA— The Kansas Historical Society announces that J. Eric Engstrom, 75, a retired Wichita 
attorney, has retired from the Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review after 40 years of service. Engstrom was 
first appointed to the state historic preservation board on the recommendation of Lieutenant Governor 
Shelby Smith to Governor Robert Bennett in 1977. He has served as governor’s designee and often board 
chair under nine governors until the present. He received the Kansas Governor’s Historic Preservation 
Award in 1994. 
 
During Engstrom’s tenure the number of Kansas properties listed in the National Register of Historic Places 
increased from 231 in 1977 to 1,467 currently. The separate Register of Historic Kansas Places has grown 
from its beginning in 1977 to 185 currently.  
 
The Heritage Trust Fund, which provides matching preservation funds for properties listed in the registers, 
has awarded $25,360,810 from 1991 to 1998 under the board’s supervision. The board has also awarded 
$3,855,990 in grants from the Historic Preservation Fund primarily for survey and National Register 
nominations from 1993 to 2018. 
 
As board chair Engstrom traveled to Topeka more 160 times for the quarterly board meetings and 
committee work. Engstrom said he was honored to serve the state in this capacity. 
 
“Eric has been such an important part of the Historic Sites Board of Review, we will greatly miss his valued 
council,” said Jennie Chinn, executive director of the Kansas Historical Society and state historic 
preservation officer. “We cannot thank him enough for his years of dedication to preservation in the state.” 
 
In addition to his work on the Historic Sites Board of Review, Engstrom served on the Kansas Historical 
Foundation Board of Directors beginning in 1982. He served as president of the organization from 1988 to 
1989 and served for many years on the executive committee as chair. 
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