
NEWS RELEASE  
 
February 21, 2019  
 
For Immediate Release 
  
Media Contact: Bobbie Athon, 785-272-8681, ext. 262, bobbie.athon@ks.gov; Jessica Young, 785-
272-8681, ext. 263, jessica.young@ks.gov  
 

Special Exhibit Highlights 105 Counties of Kansas 
Opening March 1, 2019  

 
TOPEKA— Every person has stories to tell—stories about life, family, community, and times. Since 1875 
the Kansas Historical Society has been collecting stories from all 105 counties in Kansas. These stories are 
preserved in the thousands of artifacts, documents, photographs, and other records in the collections. 
 

 Dr. Martha Cunningham of Anderson County was among the first female doctors in the state, she 
made house calls driving a horse and buggy.  

 Clint Squier of Butler County was a rancher who established the Beaumont Hotel as a destination 
for ranchers that became the first fly-in restaurant in the state.  

 Wes Santee of Clark County became known as the Ashland Antelope and competed in the 1952 
Olympics in Helsinki wearing Finnish-made rack shoes.  

 Dick Woellhof of Clay County was a radioman and gunner who gave his life for his country during 
World War II, a banner with two gold stars hung in his home marked his and his brother’s service.  

 Bertha and Cyle Horchem of Ness County were members of Garver’s Flying Circus performing 
wing-walking stunts across the country in the 1920s.  

 Danielle Boatwright of Leavenworth County wore a colorful cowboy hat on the television show, 
Survivor.  

These are among the stories features in 105 Stories, 105 Counties, opening at the Kansas Museum of 
History on March 1, 2019.  

 
The new special exhibit highlights one story per county that illustrate the rich breadth and range of Kansas 
history. These represent some of the counties’ favorite topics including rain wizards, war heroes, artists, 
business ventures, hard times, and happy endings. The exhibit includes a four-minute video on the 
organization of the 105 counties. Visitors can delve into more county stories and share their own stories 
through interactive portions of the display, which runs through February 2, 2020. 
 
The Kansas Museum of History is located at 6425 SW 6th Avenue in Topeka. The Museum is open 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday; 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, closed state holidays. Find admission fees 
and more online at kshs.org/20147.  
 



 

 105 Counties, 105 Stories Special Exhibit Opens at Kansas Museum of History – Add 2 
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Connect with us! 
Our website: kshs.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/kansashistorical 
Twitter: twitter.com/kansashistory 
Instagram: instagram.com/kansas_history 
Pinterest: pinterest.com/kansashistory 


