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Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review 
Letters Received from the Public

 
Kansas Historical Society  

Virtual Zoom Meeting  
August 1, 2020 9:00 AM 

 

I. Consideration of National Register Nominations  
(* denotes properties within a Certified Local Government boundary) 

1. Lowell School – Salina, Saline County*    

2. National Bank of America, Saline County*  

i. Copy of November 7, 2019 Letter (as requested by the City of Salina) to Patrick 
Zollner, Deputy SHPO from John Burger, Assistant Planner at City of Salina  

3. Clay Center Downtown HD– Clay Center, Clay County 

i. July 27, 2020 Letter to Historic Sites Board of Review from Lori Huber, Executive 
Director of Clay Center Economic Development Group 

ii. July 29, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from Zachary B. Jones, owner 
Wardcraft Homes 

4. Holy Family Catholic Church – Eudora, Douglas County* 

i. February 7, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from Ben Terwilliger, 
Executive Director of Eudora Area Historical Society 

ii. April 15, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Lindsay Crick, 
Chair of Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council 

5. William Small Memorial Home for Aged Women – Leavenworth, Leavenworth County* 

6. McCormick-Armstrong Press Building – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 

i. See Century II Civic Center letter “July 27, 2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, National 
Register Coordinator from Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office” 

ii. July 14, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Jaculin Aaron 

7. Century II Civic Center – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 

i. July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
from Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 

ii. July 10, 2020 Email to Wichita Board Members from Jason Gregory, Executive 
Vice President of Downtown Wichita 

iii. July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita Historic Preservation Board from Robert Layton, 
City Manager (Wichita) 
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iv. July 12, 2020 Letter to Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Officer from 
J. Greg Kite, President of Historic Preservation Alliance of Wichita & Sedgwick 
County, Inc.; Treasurer of Save Century II 

v. July 12, 2020 Email to Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Officer from 
George Smart, Executive Director of Modernist Architect Inc/US Modernist 

vi. July 27, 2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, National Register Coordinator from Kathy 
Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office 

vii. July 27, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Review Board members from Sharon 
Fearey 

viii. July 30, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Private Sector 
Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 

8. Public Library – Wichita, Sedgwick County*  

i. See all letters included with the Center II Civic Center nomination 

9. High Rise Apartments – Great Bend, Barton County  

10. Grimm-Schultz Farmstead – Alma, Wabaunsee County  

11. Charles & Dorothy Kouns House – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

12. Fire Station No 6 – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

13. Historic Houses of the Garlinghouse Company in Topeka – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

14. Lippitt House – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

15. 116 The Drive – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

II. Delisting of National Register Nominations 

16. St. John the Divine – Kansas City, Wyandotte County*  

III. Consideration of State Register Nominations 

17. Sylvan Grove Downtown Historic District – Sylvan Grove, Lincoln County  

18. Furry Homestead – Kingman, Kingman County  
 

 

  



 

 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Century II Civic Center 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 
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Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
Sedgwick County Planning  
271 W. 3rd St., Ste. 201 
Wichita, KS 67202 
Attention: Kathy Morgan, Senior Planner MAPD 
Via Email to KMorgan@wichita.gov 
 
  
July 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the private-sector and non-profit leaders representing the Riverfront 
Legacy Master Plan Coalition. To the extent you are able, we request that you pause or 
otherwise defer decisions on two nominations on your July 13, 2020, agenda:   

- Item No. 7A- HPC2020-00011, requesting Century II nomination to the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and 

- Item No. 7C – HPC2020-00021, requesting support of the Wichita Public Library (Main) 
nomination to the Register of Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan master planning footprint, these two buildings 
have been the subject of much community dialogue and analysis. The Riverfront Legacy Master 
Plan began analyzing these buildings within the context of a larger development site, but 
temporarily suspended the community engagement and design initiatives as our community 
responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As the pandemic approached, the master planning 
process was moving forward with design from global architecture firms and a robust community 
engagement effort, with four open houses, 50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community 
comments, and five public Coalition meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting a deferral from this board are severalfold. First, this community is in 
the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions of our region. 
These broad community conversations have been and continue to be critical in determining a 
holistic vision for the east bank of the River. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a 
fully involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the distraction of vast 
unemployment, and with a better understanding of the economic landscape of our community.  
 
The Riverfront Legacy Master Plan carries a critical opportunity to address talent and economic 
growth and recovery for the community. To consider this action at this time sacrifices a more 
informed opportunity to evaluate economic policy and talent attraction and retention. A more 
robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and tourism industry is 
required to empower our community to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention facilities—and the regional economic impact of those facilities—in 
the future.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these two buildings defined, this action carries with it 
potential renovation restrictions that put at risk the viability of future building uses. Furthermore, 

mailto:KMorgan@wichita.gov
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the restrictions that may come with this potential designation may have an impact on Music 
Theatre Wichita’s future ability to attract performances and the need for industry standard 
convention facilities to contribute to regional economic recovery. This point is further supported 
by the City’s recent comments reflecting their consideration of a private sector operator of 
Century II.   
 
Finally, there does not appear to be an urgent need for this designation. There are no 
immediate plans to replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy 
Master Plan drafted a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more 
community and public sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies are 
necessary in order to bring that vision about.  Additionally, given the City’s budget deficits 
caused by COVID-19, material investment in either of these buildings appears unlikely.  
 
For all these reasons we request that you exercise the options you have to defer action on the 
nomination of Century II and the Wichita Public Library (main) on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and preserve the community’s 
opportunity to continue to the broad-level dialogue about its future on the east bank of the 
Arkansas River.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CC: 
Mayor Dr. Brandon Whipple  
Councilmember Brandon Johnson, District I  
Councilmember Becky Tuttle, District II  
Councilmember James Clendenin, District III 
Councilmember Jeff Blubaugh, District IV  
Councilmember Bryan Frye, District V 
Councilmember Dr. Cindy Claycomb, District VI 
Robert Layton, City Manager  
 

 



From: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS]
To: Zollner, Patrick [KSHS]
Cc: Fiore, Jamee [KSHS]
Subject: FW: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 12:30:07 PM
Attachments: Letter to Historic Preservation Board.pdf

FYI – I’m saving these to the Century II email file under SHPO/Register
 

Katrina 
785-272-8681 ext. 215
Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
 

From: Morgan, Kathy <KMorgan@wichita.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 12:09 PM
To: Bruce Rowley <bruce.rowley@gmail.com>; City Archaeologist <city.archaeologist@wichita.edu>;
Claire Willenberg (clairew@weigand.com) <clairew@weigand.com>; Elena Ingle
(Elenajingleingle@gmail.com) <Elenajingleingle@gmail.com>; Janice Rich
<sunnybug70@hotmail.com>; Vanzandt, Jeff <JVanzandt@wichita.gov>; John Rhodes
<johnr@friends.edu>; Ringler, Katrina [KSHS] <Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov>; nickpenner02@gmail.com;
Robert Potter <ndtkansas@yahoo.com>; Vanzandt, Jeff <JVanzandt@wichita.gov>; Yearout, Dave
<DYearout@wichita.gov>
Subject: FW: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open
any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 
From: Sharon Fearey <sharon.fearey@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 11:35 AM
To: Morgan, Kathy <KMorgan@wichita.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
 
Kathy,
I just wanted to let you know that I am a member of the Downtown Wichita Board.  My
understanding is that this issue was not discussed at our last board meeting (I was not able to
attend, but checked with a fellow board member) nor was it presented to us for any kind of an
email vote.  Therefore, I believe that it is inappropriate for the Downtown Wichita logo to be
on the attached letter.  I would also encourage the Historic Preservation Board to vote to
proceed with placing these two building on the Register.
Sincerely,
Sharon Fearey

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jason Gregory <jason@downtownwichita.org>
Date: Fri, Jul 10, 2020 at 12:28 PM

mailto:Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
mailto:Patrick.Zollner@ks.gov
mailto:Jamee.Fiore@ks.gov
mailto:Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
mailto:sharon.fearey@gmail.com
mailto:KMorgan@wichita.gov
mailto:jason@downtownwichita.org
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Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
Sedgwick County Planning  
271 W. 3rd St., Ste. 201 
Wichita, KS 67202 
Attention: Kathy Morgan, Senior Planner MAPD 
Via Email to KMorgan@wichita.gov 
 
  
July 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the private-sector and non-profit leaders representing the Riverfront 
Legacy Master Plan Coalition. To the extent you are able, we request that you pause or 
otherwise defer decisions on two nominations on your July 13, 2020, agenda:   


- Item No. 7A- HPC2020-00011, requesting Century II nomination to the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and 


- Item No. 7C – HPC2020-00021, requesting support of the Wichita Public Library (Main) 
nomination to the Register of Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan master planning footprint, these two buildings 
have been the subject of much community dialogue and analysis. The Riverfront Legacy Master 
Plan began analyzing these buildings within the context of a larger development site, but 
temporarily suspended the community engagement and design initiatives as our community 
responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As the pandemic approached, the master planning 
process was moving forward with design from global architecture firms and a robust community 
engagement effort, with four open houses, 50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community 
comments, and five public Coalition meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting a deferral from this board are severalfold. First, this community is in 
the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions of our region. 
These broad community conversations have been and continue to be critical in determining a 
holistic vision for the east bank of the River. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a 
fully involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the distraction of vast 
unemployment, and with a better understanding of the economic landscape of our community.  
 
The Riverfront Legacy Master Plan carries a critical opportunity to address talent and economic 
growth and recovery for the community. To consider this action at this time sacrifices a more 
informed opportunity to evaluate economic policy and talent attraction and retention. A more 
robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and tourism industry is 
required to empower our community to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention facilities—and the regional economic impact of those facilities—in 
the future.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these two buildings defined, this action carries with it 
potential renovation restrictions that put at risk the viability of future building uses. Furthermore, 
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the restrictions that may come with this potential designation may have an impact on Music 
Theatre Wichita’s future ability to attract performances and the need for industry standard 
convention facilities to contribute to regional economic recovery. This point is further supported 
by the City’s recent comments reflecting their consideration of a private sector operator of 
Century II.   
 
Finally, there does not appear to be an urgent need for this designation. There are no 
immediate plans to replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy 
Master Plan drafted a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more 
community and public sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies are 
necessary in order to bring that vision about.  Additionally, given the City’s budget deficits 
caused by COVID-19, material investment in either of these buildings appears unlikely.  
 
For all these reasons we request that you exercise the options you have to defer action on the 
nomination of Century II and the Wichita Public Library (main) on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and preserve the community’s 
opportunity to continue to the broad-level dialogue about its future on the east bank of the 
Arkansas River.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
CC: 
Mayor Dr. Brandon Whipple  
Councilmember Brandon Johnson, District I  
Councilmember Becky Tuttle, District II  
Councilmember James Clendenin, District III 
Councilmember Jeff Blubaugh, District IV  
Councilmember Bryan Frye, District V 
Councilmember Dr. Cindy Claycomb, District VI 
Robert Layton, City Manager  
 


 







Subject: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
To: Alan Banta <abanta@transpacificoil.com>, Frye, Bryan <BFrye@wichita.gov>, Brandon
Johnson <bjjohnson@wichita.gov>, Blackerby, Brian J.
<Brian.Blackerby@intrustbank.com>, cclaycomb@wichita.gov <cclaycomb@wichita.gov>,
Chad McDaniel <cmcdaniel@emprisebank.com>, Don Sherman
<donald.sherman@evergy.com>, Debra Fraser <fraser@kmuw.org>, Greg Boulanger
<greg_boulanger@cargill.com>, Dick Honeyman <honeyman@hitefanning.com>, Jennifer
McDonald <info@jennydawncellars.com>, Jana Davis <janad@hightouchinc.com>, John
Belford <jb@belfordelectric.com>, Joe Johnson <jjohnson@sjcf.com>, Joel Kelley
<jkelley@cablecomks.com>, Jonathan Long <jlong@wichitachamber.org>, John Rupp
<johnrupp@reecenichols.com>, Joe Tigert <jtigert@ft.newyorklife.com>, Larry Weber
<larry@garveycenter.com>, mlinsner@tckansas.com <mlinsner@tckansas.com>, Nicole
Howerton (Howerton + White) <nhowerton@howertonwhite.com>, Randy Doerksen
<randy.doerksen@meritrustcu.org>, Rod Young <rod.young@pec1.com>, Scott Flemming
<scott.flemming@signaltheory.com>, Sean Weaver <sean.weaver@aghlc.com>, Sharon
Fearey <sharon.fearey@gmail.com>, Smith, Stan J. <sjsmith@martinpringle.com>, Shelly
Prichard <sprichard@wichitacf.org>, Scot Rigby <srigby@wichita.gov>, Susie Santo
<ssanto@visitwichita.com>, Tom Johnson <tjohnson@martenscos.com>, Tiffany Masson
<tmasson@kansashsc.org>, Tim Nelson <tnelson@fidelitybank.com>,
todd@applesandarrows.com <todd@applesandarrows.com>, tonyu@weigand.com
<tonyu@weigand.com>, tracyh@grooverlabs.org <tracyh@grooverlabs.org>, Cruse, Lacey
<Lacey.Cruse@sedgwick.gov>
Cc: Jeff Fluhr <jeff@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Jaimie Garnett
<jaimie@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Tori Phillippi
<Tori@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Emily Brookover <Emily@downtownwichita.org>,
Megan Hartzell <megan@downtownwichita.org>, Andy Kim
<andy@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Leann Sanchez
<Leann@greaterwichitapartnership.org>
 

Downtown Wichita Board Members,
 
Good afternoon. As you know, members of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan Coalition
decided to step back from the planning process a few months ago as our local community
responded to the health and economic effects of the COVID-19 virus. In the last few days we
have learned about a couple of issues relating to the east bank of the river that we wanted to
keep you informed of. 
 
The first relates to requests to place Century II and the former Wichita Public Library main
branch on the Register of Historic Kansas Places. Save Century II will appear in front of the
Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board next Monday, making requests for

nomination, which would then proceed to the state later this summer on August 1st. Here’s a

link to the local board’s agenda for the July 13th meeting at 2:00 pm. 
 
As members of the Coalition, we have drafted the attached letter asking the local board to do
what it can to defer or pause these decisions until the immediate health and economic issues
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related to COVID-19 subside and the master planning process can be completed. We plan to
make a similar request to the state board ahead of their meeting in August. As you’ll see in the
letter, we believe this simply is not the right time to take action on these buildings when so
much about the economy and the future use of these buildings remains uncertain. The
original intent of the master planning effort was to drive economic development and build a
community attractive to young talent. We will continue to hold tight to these priorities, even
as the world around us is shifting. 
 
Second, as you may have seen in today’s Eagle article, the Save Century II group has
purportedly collected enough signatures on its initiative petition to submit those signatures to
the City and County for validation, and City will announce next steps soon. We will regroup as
a Coalition when we know more, and will certainly keep you apprised. 
 
In the meantime, however, we wanted to share the full language on the petition, which differs
from a simple plan to save Century II or the old public library: 
 

No prominent city-owned buildings of historical importance or architectural
significance (regardless of historic register status), including Century II and the
adjourning former Public Library, shall be demolished, replaced, or otherwise adversely
affected without a public vote or approval by the qualified voters in the City of Wichita,
and further, no interest in such city owned buildings, including Century II and the
adjoining former Public Library, shall be leased, sold, bartered, traded, conveyed or
assigned and therefore demolished, replaced or otherwise adversely affected without a
public vote of approval by the qualified voters in the City of Wichita.

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
 
Thank you,
Jason
 
 
 
 
JASON GREGORY
 
Executive Vice President

Downtown Wichita

316.264.6005  |  downtownwichita.org

505 E. Douglas Ave., Wichita, KS 67202
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From: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS]
To: Zollner, Patrick [KSHS]; Fiore, Jamee [KSHS]
Subject: FW: Century II
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 9:31:24 AM

From US Modernist
 

Katrina 
785-272-8681 ext. 215
Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
 

From: george@ncmodernist.org <george@ncmodernist.org> 
Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2020 8:51 PM
To: 'Kathy Morgan' <kmorgan@wichita.gov>
Cc: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS] <Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov>; bwhipple@wichita.gov; 'Council Member
Brandon Johnson' <bjjohnson@wichita.gov>; 'Becky Tuttle' <btuttle@wichita.gov>; 'Council Member
James Clendenin' <jclendenin@wichita.gov>; jblubaugh@wichita.gov; bfrye@wichita.gov; 'Cindy
Claycomb' <cclaycomb@wichita.gov>; 'Robert Layton' <rlayton@wichita.gov>; 'Celeste Racette
(Bruce)' <mcr112@yahoo.com>
Subject: Century II
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or
open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Ms. Kathy Morgan

Wichita  Historic  Preservation  Officer

July 12, 2020

 

Dear Ms. Morgan,

 

Tomorrow, July 13, the Board will consider nominating Century II to the

National Register of Historic Places.   As Executive Director of

USModernist, a national archive and advocacy nonprofit for mid-century

Modernist architecture, I encourage the Board to approve this

nomination.

 

The Riverfront Legacy group has always wanted to bulldoze

Century II. They do not want the possibility of any pesky historic
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designation slowing that process, while claiming there are “no

plans” to tear it down.  From politics to development, the “no plans”

statement is a common tactic to mislead the public without actually

lying.  The statement is literally true – today, maybe next week,

maybe next month - indeed there are “no plans.”  At any time,

however, you can count on that those plans can and will emerge,

and the building will be rubble. A tragic loss.  Don’t fall for it.

 

The argument that historic status will create all kinds of havoc, like

reducing the ability to attract quality performances, is ridiculous. 

Performances take place all over the world every day (when we’re

not in a pandemic) in historically protected buildings. 

 

The argument that the Board should wait until the pandemic

passes, and/or subject this to excessive public review, is just a

stalling tactic to kick the can down the road. This is not rocket

science.

 

As there is no factual evidence to reject giving this masterful building the

status it deserves, let’s look at the win/win scenario.  Major

redevelopment is not a bad thing, done right.  Century II has many more

years to go and will be a perfect compliment to any larger sports or

performing arts space the developers wish to build. Two spaces are

indeed better than one, as audiences and artists have different needs. 

Not everything works, or works well, in a monster arena. Keeping

Century II, a symbol of Wichita, preserves a place for small and medium

events.

 

Thank you very much.

Kind regards,

George

 

George Smart | Executive Director

 

Modernist Archive Inc. | USModernist® | NCModernist®

Host and Executive Producer, USModernist Radio

Instagram: @mr.modernism

A 501C3 Nonprofit Educational Archive for the Documentation,
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Preservation, and Promotion of Modernist Architecture
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July 27, 2020 
 
Jamee Fiore 
National Register Coordinator 
Kansas Historical Society 
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615-1099 
 
Dear Ms. Fiore, 
 
The Wichita Historic Preservation Board (HPB) reviewed nomination submissions for Century II 
(HPC2020-00011), McCormick-Armstrong Press Building (HPC2020-12) and the Wichita Public 
Library: Main Branch (HPC2020-21). 
 
The Wichita HPB voted to find that Century II did meet the criteria for listing in the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C: Architecture (5-2, Rowley 
and Penner voting NO). 
 
HPB voted to find that the McCormick-Armstrong Press Building did meet the criteria for listing in the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A: 
Commerce (7-0). 
 
HPB voted to find that the Wichita Public Library: Main Branch did meet the criteria for listing in the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C: 
Architecture (6-1, Rowley voting NO). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kathy L. Morgan, Senior Planner 
Wichita Historic Preservation Office 
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department 



Sharon K. Fearey 
323 N. Market St. 
Wichita, KS 67202 
 
July 27, 2020 
 
Dear Kansas Historic Sites Review Board Members, 
 
I am writing to encourage you to place Century II and the building now referred to as the “Old 
Public Library” on the National Register of Historic Places.  Wichita has little of its historic built 
environment remaining and we need to ensure that these two building have the protection 
provided by the Register. 
 
I served on the Wichita Historic Preservation Board for approximately ten years before serving 
on the Wichita City Council representing District VI which included a large part of the 
downtown area.  I have followed the debate regarding the East Bank Redevelopment project 
that would tear these two buildings down.  I feel that many Wichita residents were 
disenfranchised with how the process worked.  It seemed that it was a “done deal” and that 
meetings were held so that the group could say that meetings were held.  Now the groups 
behind the plan are saying that they just want the nomination deferred until they can have 
more conversation.  I currently serve on the Downtown Wichita Board and we had no board 
conversation regarding asking for a deferral.   
 
I see no reason to defer this vote.  Century II figures prominently on marketing pieces and in 
pictures representing Wichita.  It has, indeed, become an important and integral part of 
Wichita’s landscape and cityscape.  It and the library deserve the protection afforded by being 
added to the National Register and there is no need to defer the vote except to give developers 
more time to work toward destroying another piece of Wichita’s built environment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sharon Fearey 



July 30, 2020 
 
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review  
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615-1099 
 
 
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review –  
 
As a coalition of non-profits from the Wichita region, we write to ask you to delay the 
consideration of the nomination of Century II and the former public library to the Kansas 
Register of Historic Places.  
 
The two local buildings before this board are located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
footprint and have been the subject of much community dialogue over the last year. The 
Riverfront Legacy Master Plan began analyzing the use and future of these buildings within the 
context of a larger development site, but temporarily suspended the community engagement 
and finalized design initiatives as our community responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As 
the pandemic approached, the master planning process was moving forward with design from 
global architecture firms and a robust community engagement effort, with four open houses, 
50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community comments, and five public Coalition 
meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting deferral from this board are severalfold, many of which we shared 
with the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board on July 13, 2020. First, our 
community is in the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions in 
our region. Our community has sustained numerous cases and deaths related to COVID-19. 
Approximately 55,000 layoffs or furloughs have had a detrimental effect on our region over the 
last several months. The future of these buildings and this site carries with it a critical 
opportunity to address talent and economic growth and recovery for our post-pandemic 
community. A more robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and 
cultural industries will be required to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention and performing arts facilities—and the regional economic impact 
of those facilities in the future. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a fully 
involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the health and economic 
distractions that this virus has caused.  Time will provide a clearer understanding of the future 
economic landscape of our community.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these buildings defined, our coalition remains concerned 
about the potential design restrictions’ effect on prospective adaptive reuse or remodeling 
opportunities within these buildings. A review the Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
suggests several potential restrictions that could affect our community’s ability to make the 
best decisions for the use and/or status of these buildings in the future.  
 



Third, as the Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review notes, “obtaining the written consent of the 
property owner to proceed with the nomination is strongly recommended.” In this instance, a 
letter (attached) from City Manager Robert Layton dated July 10, 2020, requested that the local 
board also delay its consideration of the nomination of Century II until the community 
engagement process could be completed.  
 
Finally, there is not an urgent need for this designation. There are no immediate plans to 
replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan identifies 
a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more community and public 
sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies, are required in order to bring 
that vision about.  
 
For all of these reasons, this local coalition requests that the board delay the consideration of 
the nomination of these two buildings until a more appropriate time.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 

 





 

 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Public Library 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

*see all letters included with the Century II Civic Center 
nomination 
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