
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review 
Meeting Agenda – Regular Meeting

 

Kansas Historical Society 
Virtual Zoom Meeting 

August 1, 2020 9:00 a.m. 

I. Call to Order  

II. Roll Call 

III. Approval of Minutes from February 1, 2020 meeting 

IV. Consideration of National Register Nominations  
(* denotes properties within a Certified Local Government boundary) 

1. Lowell School – Salina, Saline County* 
KHRI # 169-4900-00172 

2. National Bank of America (boundary increase) – Salina, Saline County* 
KHRI # 169-4900-00257 

3. Clay Center Downtown Historic District – Clay Center, Clay County 
KHRI #  027-310 

4. Holy Family Catholic Church – Eudora, Douglas County* 
KHRI # 045-1730-00002 

5. William Small Memorial Home for Aged Women – Leavenworth, Leavenworth County* 
KHRI # 103-3020-00032 

6. McCormick-Armstrong Press Building – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 
KHRI # 173-11097 

7. Century II Civic Center – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 
KHRI # 173-5880-09048 

8. Public Library – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 
KHRI # 173-5880-09052 

9. High Rise Apartments – Great Bend, Barton County 
KHRI # 009-202 

10. Grimm-Schultz Farmstead – Alma, Wabaunsee County 
KHRI # 197-0000-00046; Barn 197-353; Cattle Shed 197-355; Corn Crib 197-351; 
Granary 197-352; Hay Barn 197-354; House 197-350 

11. Charles & Dorothy Kouns House – Topeka, Shawnee County*  
KHRI # 177-5400-00046 

12. Fire Station No 6 – Topeka, Shawnee County* 
KHRI # 177-2601 

13. Historic Houses of the Garlinghouse Company in Topeka – Topeka, Shawnee County* 
KHRI # --- 

14. Lippitt House – Topeka, Shawnee County* 
KHRI # 177-4237 

15. 116 The Drive – Topeka, Shawnee County* 
KHRI # 177-4185 

V. Delisting of National Register Nominations 

https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=169-4900-00172
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=169-4900-00257
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=027-310
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=045-1730-00002
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=103-3020-00032
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=173-11097
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=173-5880-09048
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=173-5880-09052
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=009-202
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-0000-00046
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-353
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-355
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-351
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-352
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-354
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=197-350
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=177-5400-00046
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=177-2601
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=177-4237
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=177-4185


16. St. John the Divine – Kansas City, Wyandotte County* 
KHRI # 209-2190 

VI. Consideration of State Register Nominations 

17. Sylvan Grove Downtown Historic District – Sylvan Grove, Lincoln County 
KHRI # 105-276 

18. Furry Homestead – Kingman, Kingman County 
KHRI # 095-74 

VII. Adjournment 
 
 
 

https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=209-2190
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=105-276
https://khri.kansasgis.org/index.cfm?in=095-74


Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review Virtual Zoom Meeting 
August 1, 2020 

Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, KS 
 
Board Members 
Present:  Jennie Chinn, John Hoopes, Mark Kelly, Terry Marmet, Mary McMurray, Jay Price, Gregory 
Schneider, Jean Schodorf, Edna Wagner, and Dana Williamson. 
 
A quorum was established. 
 
Staff 
Present:  Craig Dannenberg, Bethany Falvey, Jamee Fiore, Kristen Johnston, Marsha Longofono, Robert 
McLaughlin, Katrina Ringler, and Patrick Zollner. 
 
Proceedings 
Chairman Gregory Schneider called the virtual Zoom meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. He asked KSHS staff 
member Katrina Ringler to provide instructions on how to navigate the Zoom menu to participate in 
today's meeting.  Schneider asked for introductions from board members. 
 
Report of the Executive Director 
Jennie Chinn welcomed new board members and thanked them on behalf of Governor Kelly for agreeing 
to this public service; she encouraged them to ask questions.  Chinn reported that due to the current 
COVID-19 health crisis, we are holding the August 1, 2020 meeting of the Kansas HSBR virtually.  We 
are using Zoom because it is easily accessible to the public via computer and telephone.  The Board and 
staff members are not wearing masks because all of them are accessing the meeting virtually.  Chinn 
read the COVID-19 virtual meeting guidelines provided by Kansas Attorney General Derek Schmidt. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Since only 3 board members were present at the last meeting, Jennie Chinn asked the new board 
members to accept the minutes as submitted.  The Board unanimously approved the minutes of February 
1, 2020. 
 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES NOMINATIONS 
 
Lowell School 
Salina, Saline County 
 
Criterion A:  Education 
Period of Significance:  1915-1963   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 building 
 
Summary:  Built in 1915, the Lowell School is a modest Progressive Era school. It's a two-story 
unreinforced masonry building featuring a symmetrical façade framed by pilasters and fluted Corinthian 
columns.  The south addition was built in 1963 and connects via the original south entrance.  Lowell 
School was named for poet James Russell Lowell and served the growing population around Kansas 
Wesleyan University.  It is a good example of the "City Graded School" property type defined in the 
MPDF.  Lowell School embodies the Progressive Era, emphasizing the permanent role of educational 
facilities and is a representative work of Oklahoma City architect William T. Schmidt. 
 
Prepared by:  Brenda Spencer  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Jean Schodorf asked if the school is in use now, to which Fiore replied no.  Brenda Spencer, 
nomination preparer, added that the Salina public schools sold the property to Salina Christian Academy, 
who operated as a school there for almost 20 years and closed in 2004.  They are still the current owner, 
and the school has been vacant for 16 years.  Jennie Chinn asked about the plans for the property, to 
which Spencer replied the buildings will be converted to apartments.  Her client had a tentative 



agreement with Kansas Wesleyan University to provide additional dormitory space, a multi-purpose room, 
and study rooms for students; however, the COVID-19 virus has impacted those plans.  They are 
proceeding with conversion to apartments and holding off on other work until they have a better grasp of 
what happens with student enrollment. 
 
Jay Price moved that the Lowell School nomination be placed on the Register of Historic Kansas Places 
and recommended that the nomination be forwarded to the SHPO to send the nomination on for review 
by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Gregory Schneider. 
 
9 votes yes, 1 abstention1 
 
National Bank of America (boundary increase)2 
Salina, Saline County 
 
Criteria A & C:  Commerce, Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1923-1966   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 building, 1 structure 
 
Summary:  The National Bank of America Building's architectural significance originated with the work of 
Kansas City architects Wight & Wight's 1923 original construction and is further represented by Wilson & 
Co. Architects and Engineers of Salina's 1966 remodel.  Spanning the period from 1923 to 1966, existing 
historic features remain, including the exterior stone façade and storefront entrances dating to the 1960s 
remodel that gave the building its classification under the Modern Movement.  Interior features dating to 
the building's original design include the two-story banking room with ornate coffered ceiling, the elevator, 
the open stair between the third and fourth floors, and finishes including terrazzo floors and gray marble 
wainscoting.  Distinctive 1960s features and finishes include stainless bumpers, suspended ceilings with 
integral lighting strips, and the modified paneled wood doors with glass lights in upper-floor corridors.  
The building conveys the history of the National Bank of America, a local financial institution established 
in Salina in 1887 that built the existing building in 1923, remodeled in  
1966 and celebrated its centennial in 1987 in the nominated building. The original nomination was 
approved at an earlier meeting; however, this nomination expands the boundary to include the drive-thru 
structure behind the bank. 
 
Prepared by:  Brenda Spencer  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Gregory Schneider asked if the upper floors are still being rented out as offices and does the 
owner intend to renovate those floors, to which Spencer replied yes.  Her client purchased the building 
with a 30-year lease for the bank on the first floor.  The owner is in the midst of a federal tax credit 
rehabilitation project; the plan is to find single tenants for the upper floors.  Schneider remarked that the 
building to the left of this property looks familiar, to which Spencer responded the HSBR reviewed both 
buildings previously.  The National Park Service requested that the boundary for this building be 
expanded to include the drive-through structure. 
 
Dana Williamson moved that the National Bank of America (boundary increase) nomination be forwarded 
to the SHPO to send the nomination on for review by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Edna 
Wagner. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 member did not vote3, 1 abstention 
 

 
1 Chinn typically abstains from voting except when a tiebreak is needed. 
2 One letter was received: A copy of the November 7, 2019 Letter (as requested by the City of Salina) to Patrick 
Zollner, Deputy SHPO from John Burger, Assistant Planner at City of Salina. See appendix. 
3 Due to unforeseen circumstances, one board member experienced technical difficulties and was unable to 
participate in the board discussion or vote for this motion. 



Clay Center Downtown Historic District4 
Clay Center, Clay County 
 
Criterion A:  Commerce, Community Planning and Development 
Period of Significance:  1882-1970   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  55 contributing buildings, 1 contributing site, 1 contributing object; 24 noncontributing 
buildings; 2 previously listed-NR 
 
Summary:  The historic district includes the central core area for the surrounding commercial area that 
developed in the 1870s-80s.  Clay Center was first platted in 1862, and the Leavenworth & Western 
Railroad reached the community in 1882, beginning a construction wave.  By the turn of the century, the 
landmark buildings reflected the prosperity and maturity of the town and the local economy.  One of the 
major changes in the downtown was the transition from livery stables to garages and auto repair shops.  
Like many communities, the development slowed during the Great Depression, and a highway was 
improved in the 1940s. 
 
Prepared by:  Dale Nimz    Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Gregory Schneider asked for more information about historic districts for the benefit of new 
board members, to which Fiore replied a district is a collection of properties that are evaluated as 
contributing or noncontributing based on their historic integrity. 
Public Discussion:  Dale Nimz remarked that the Economic Development Board collected signatures to 
document that a majority of the property owners in the district support this nomination. 
 
Terry Marmet moved that the Clay Center Downtown Historic District nomination be placed on the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review 
by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Mary McMurray. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 member did not vote5, 1 abstention 
 
Holy Family Catholic Church6 
Eudora, Douglas County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1864-1963   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 
Summary:  The church was constructed in 1864 with additions made over the first 40 years.  It is the 
oldest known extant German-Catholic church in Kansas and one of the few nineteenth-century stone 
buildings in Eudora.  The period of significance extends to 1963 to capture all of the additions and 
changes that contribute to the property's significance.  It also meets the Criterion Consideration A for 
religious properties as the building is eligible for its Architectural merits.  Holy Family is an excellent local 
example of a Gothic-Revival church in Eudora.  It features iconic Gothic design elements like the steeply 
pitched roof, tall steeple, and pointed-arch windows.  The building was rehabilitated in the 1980s to honor 
this historic building.  Since a new church building has been constructed, this is used for special events.  
The building retains its historic features and integrity.  The local German-Catholic community has been 
using this space for the community for over 150 years. 

 
4 Two letters were received: July 27, 2020 Letter to Historic Sites Board of Review from Lori Huber, Executive 
Director of Clay Center Economic Development Group; July 29, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from 
Zachary B. Jones, owner Wardcraft Homes 
5 Due to unforeseen circumstances, one board member experienced technical difficulties and was unable to 
participate in the board discussion or vote for this motion. 
6 Two letters were received (see appendix) : February 7, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from Ben 
Terwilliger, Executive Director of Eudora Area Historical Society; April 15, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board 
of Review from Lindsay Crick, Chair of Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council 



 
Prepared by:  Cindy Higgins   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  There were no comments from the Board. 
 
Public Discussion:  Cindy Higgins spoke in support of the nomination. 
 
John Hoopes moved that the Holy Family Catholic Church nomination be placed on the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the 
Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Gregory Schneider. 
 
9 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
William Small Memorial Home for Aged Women 
Leavenworth, Leavenworth County 
 
Criterion A:  Social History 
Period of Significance:  1904-1974   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 building, 1 site, 1 noncontributing structure 
 
Summary:  Locally significant, the building was constructed between 1903-1904 and was used as a 
communal dwelling for elderly single women until 1974.  The local nonprofit, Old Ladies' Rest, ran this 
building, and it is the only one of three buildings they owned and operated that remains.  Its opening filled 
a need within the City and was financed by Zephy Small, widow of a prominent Leavenworth 
businessman. 
 
Prepared by:  Amanda Loughlin   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Gregory Schneider asked if the home provided nursing care as well, to which Loughlin 
responded no; they did have a nurse on staff, but if the ladies required anything more, they would have to 
go to a hospital.  John Hoopes asked about the property's current and projected uses, to which Loughlin 
replied after the fire in the 1980s, it was turned into apartments.  The owners are currently rehabbing the 
building's apartments. 
 
Edna Wagner moved that the William Small Memorial Home for Aged Women nomination be placed on 
the Register of Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for 
review by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Mary McMurray. 
 
9 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
McCormick-Armstrong Press Building7 
Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
Criterion A:  Industry 
Period of Significance:  1923-1970   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 
Summary:  The building is associated with the Wichita-based McCormick-Armstrong Press Company, 
one of the largest printing and binding companies in the area.  The company consistently competed with 
the largest printers in the City and state and employed over 100 people.  In 1923, McACO began using 
the 1501 E Douglas building to house offices, warehouse space, a composing room and printing plant, 

 
7 We received two letters (see appendix): (1) See Century II Civic Center letter “July 27, 2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, 
National Register Coordinator from Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office”; (2) July 14, 2020 Letter to 
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Jaculin Aaron 



art, and photostatting.  The McACO had a significant impact on the printing industry in the area and state 
and is eligible under Criterion A. 
 
Prepared by:  Amanda Loughlin   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Amanda Loughlin noted that the intended use is for office space; the owner has an approved 
federal Part 1 application, and the federal Part 2 application is currently being reviewed by the SHPO. 
 
Jay Price moved that the McCormick-Armstrong Press Building nomination be placed on the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the 
Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Jean Schodorf. 
 
9 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
The Board took a 15-minute break at 10:30 a.m.  The meeting resumed at 10:45 a.m. 
 
Century II Performing Arts Center8 
Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1966-1968   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 building 
 
Summary:  Designed by John Hickman and Roy Varenhorst, this Modern Style structure has a distinctive 
dome design with a central core system.  The structure was built as a multiple purpose convention center 
with a concert hall, convention hall, exhibition hall, and theater.  The City approved by a referendum vote 
to construct the building in 1961.  The low circular structure with a shallow domed roof is in the style of 
Frank Lloyd Wright.  It was constructed with poured reinforced concrete with steel trusses spanning from 
the core to the outer roof edge.  Also, the property boundary was under much debate.  The SHPO 
consulted with the NPS on how best to create a boundary for this building.  Since the unique design is so 
significant, the nomination should make a case for its ability to stand on its own without the southern expo 
center and parking garage addition.  Also, the original exterior is still retained in good condition on the 
interior of the adjoining glass-lobby. 
 
Prepared by:  Celeste Bogart Racette  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Terry Marmet asked if we received a letter from the City of Wichita objecting or supporting 
the nomination, to which Fiore replied no.  John Hoopes questioned the rationale for designating the 
period of significance as during the construction of the property rather than its use, to which Fiore 
responded since the building is eligible for its architecture and the engineering and the way it was 
designed, it made sense to limit the period of significance to the period when it was being built and 
constructed.  Jay Price suggested that the period of significance be extended to 1969 to encompass the 
start of its use.  Hoopes asked if there was another way to classify this building and suggested the 
addition of Criterion A in association with events and the history of Wichita, to which Fiore replied the 
nomination would need to be reviewed again to see if there's enough supporting documentation.  Hoopes 
commented that NR listing does not provide an umbrella of protection for historic properties and he would 

 
8 We received eight letters (see appendix): (1) July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation 
Board from Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan;  (2) July 10, 2020 Email to Wichita Board 
Members from Jason Gregory, Executive Vice President of Downtown Wichita;  (3) July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita 
Historic Preservation Board from Robert Layton, City Manager (Wichita);  (4) July 12, 2020 Letter to Kathy Morgan, 
Wichita Historic Preservation Officer from J. Greg Kite, President of Historic Preservation Alliance of Wichita & 
Sedgwick County, Inc.; Treasurer of Save Century II;  (5) July 12, 2020 Email to Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic 
Preservation Officer from George Smart, Executive Director of Modernist Architect Inc/US Modernist,  (6) July 27, 
2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, National Register Coordinator from Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office;  
(7) July 27, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Review Board members from Sharon Fearey; (8) July 30, 2020 
Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan  



like the SHPO to clarify this point for the public. Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO/KSHS Staff, replied if you 
vote to approve this nomination and list it on the Register of Historic Kansas Places, it will then fall under 
the protection of the Kansas State Preservation Statute KSA-75-2724.9  Any action by the government or 
requiring a permit that would damage or destroy a listed property would not be approved by the SHPO.  
However, the local governing authority (the City) would have the ability to overturn SHPO’s decision by 
determining if there are any feasible alternatives. Hoopes emphasized that listing adds layers of 
discussion and review but does not protect the property in perpetuity. Jennie Chinn, SHPO, stated that 
since this building is publicly owned, then anyone can prepare a nomination and submit it to SHPO for 
review and consideration, which is how we received this document.  
 
Public Discussion:  Alejo Cabral, from W – A Community of Young Professionals in Wichita, spoke in 
opposition to this nomination and asked that the nomination be delayed allowing time for more community 
feedback regarding the proposed rehabilitation plans.  Celeste Bogart Racette spoke in support of the 
nomination as part of the group Save Century II. 
 
Jay Price moved that the Century II Civic Center nomination be placed on the Register of Historic Kansas 
Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the Keeper of the National 
Register.  Second:  John Hoopes. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 vote no, 1 abstention 
 
Wichita Public Library10 
Wichita, Sedgwick County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1965-1967   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 building 
 
Summary:  It was designed by Wichita's most revered and prolific Modernist architecture firm from the 
late 1950s through the 1970s.  It is one of the first, and the best examples of the Brutalist Style in Wichita 
and is a very pure example because it illustrates all the principles of Brutalism and is constructed of 
exposed raw concrete on both the exterior and interior.  The library is an excellent representative of a 
style that was only relevant for a short period, internationally, from 1950 to 1980 (in Wichita from 1962 to 
1974). It retains its historic integrity, character-defining features, and exceptional design. 
 
Prepared by:  Robert McLaughlin  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  John Hoopes suggested that Criterion A be added with some extension of the period of 
significance to include its use as a public library for the benefit of the community of Wichita. To which 
Robert McLaughlin responded, we chose architecture because the building was widely recognized as a 
significant piece of architectural design.  Hoopes replied that it is possible to have more than 1 criterion 
and stated that Criterion A is equally important.  Gregory Schneider asked if there were any plans to put 
the building to use, to which McLaughlin replied no, the building is currently vacant, and there are no uses 
planned.  Dana Williamson asked why the library decided to move, to which McLaughlin replied because 
of technology issues and limited ability to expand due to the building's size.  Jean Schodorf added that it 
would have required $12 million to make the building handicap-accessible, and there were technical 
problems. 
 

 
9 To clarify, the Kansas Preservation Law is triggered by government actions. Since the City of Wichita owns the 
building, that is what triggers the state law review process, not the issuance of a permit. The SHPO wouldn’t be the 
entity to review the project in most cases since we have an agreement with the City of Wichita for them to do reviews 
locally. 
10 See all eight letters included with the Center II Civic Center nomination 



Terry Marmet moved that the Wichita Public Library nomination be placed on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the Keeper of the 
National Register.  Second:  Gregory Schneider. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 vote no, 1 abstention 
 
High Rise Apartments 
Great Bend, Barton County 
 
Criteria A & C:  Politics/Government & Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1972   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 
Summary:  This building was constructed as part of the 1970s federal funding and design from HUD for 
senior housing.  The tower is significant for its constructed purpose of serving the aging community 
through the lack of housing.  It is also significant for its architectural design as a local physical expression 
of senior public housing architecture.  Designed in the New Formalist style with efficiencies and one-
bedroom units stacked in a high-rise building surrounded by larger green space.  The site was planned to 
allow for on-site social services, activity, and social rooms, dining room, and similar public spaces that 
encouraged holistic senior living.  It was placed in downtown to allow for close walking proximity to the 
community.  The building is reflective of federal policy and design standards pertaining to senior public 
housing and embodies all of the building type's character-defining features.  It also meets the exemption 
for buildings less than 50 years old. This nomination was reviewed at an earlier HSBR meeting, in which 
the Board asked for more information. 
 
Prepared by:  Lee Riccetti    Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Gregory Schneider asked if there were other examples of this type of building in Kansas. Lee 
Riccetti replied it was difficult to find comparables; however, there was a movement in some smaller 
towns to address providing senior housing.  John Hoopes suggested that the period of significance be 
pushed back to 1970 when construction began, to which Riccitti agreed.  Jay Price suggested that the 
period of significance be pushed back even further to 1967 to encompass the creation of the Housing 
Authority; however, Jamee Fiore noted that you could only go as early as the onset of construction. 
 
John Hoopes moved that the High Rise Apartments nomination be placed on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places with its period of significance revised to 1970 and recommended that the SHPO forward 
the nomination for review by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Edna Wagner. 
 
9 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
The Board took a 30-minute lunch break at 12:15 p.m.  Board member Jean Schodorf left the meeting at 
12:30 p.m.  The meeting resumed at 12:45 p.m.  A quorum was maintained. 
 
Grimm-Schultz Farmstead 
Alma, Wabaunsee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1875-1950   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  5 contributing buildings, 1 noncontributing building, 1 contributing site, 2 contributing 
structures 
 
Summary:  The property consists of 8 related structures, an 18.5 acres site in Wabaunsee County.  The 
farmstead is nominated under Criterion C as a locally significant vernacular Flint Hills farmstead.  It was 
constructed between 1875 and 1915 and features a house, barn, corn crib, wash house, granary, hay 
shed, cattle shed, spring house ruins, walls, and modern metal shed.  The farmstead was purchased by 
Henry and Caroline Grimm in the 1875s.  They worked the property until 1908, and the Schultz family 



acquired it in 1931.  The Schultz's kept it in continued use until January 2020.  The structures are well 
maintained and retain their historic integrity and character-defining features. 
 
Prepared by:  Susan Jezak Ford  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Robert McLaughlin, KSHS Staff, asked when the front gable addition was removed and was 
it a porch or enclosed space, to which Ford replied, there was no gable on the front; it was always an I 
house.  The only structural addition was the rear L.  Maybe he's talking about the gable porch.  The 
current porch is the fourth porch for the house; it was built to replicate the first 1900 porch.  The porch 
shown in the previous photograph was the third porch, which was taken down and removed in 1996 
because it was seriously deteriorated.  Terry Marmet complimented former owners Leland & Cindy 
Hamilton for an outstanding job of preserving Kansas history. 
 
Public Discussion:  Current homeowner Laurie Hamilton spoke in support of the nomination. 
 
Gregory Schneider moved that the Grimm-Schultz Farmstead nomination be placed on the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the 
Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Edna Wagner. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
Charles & Dorothy Kouns House 
Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1923-1950   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  2 contributing buildings 
Summary:  The house was commissioned by the famous singing sisters, Nelli and Sara Kouns, for their 
brother.  Completed in 1923, it is an excellent representation of the Storybook Style, which is an eclectic 
Gothic subset of the Tudor Revival style.  There is a 1950s addition on the southwest corner of the house 
that contributes to the significance of the structure.  Additionally, there is a contributing garage behind the 
home.  The property has seen little change over the years and retains exceptional integrity. 
 
Prepared by:  Susan Jezak Ford  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Jay Price questioned whether this might specifically be an example of a Cotswold Revival 
architecture because of the roundness of the shingles, which is meant to simulate a thatched roof, to 
which Patrick Zollner replied, we will have to investigate that. 
 
Terry Marmet moved that the Charles & Dorothy Kouns House nomination be placed on the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the 
Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  John Hoopes. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
Fire Station No. 6 
Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1935-1940   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 
Summary:  The firehouse is an excellent example of the Collegiate Gothic style that was developed in 
the early 20th century.  It is associated with the expansion of the City during this period and helped keep 
the surrounding area safe.  It was designed by Cuthbert & Suerhk and embodies the functionality of the 
"bungalow type" of professional (as opposed to volunteer) fire stations. 



 
Prepared by:  Tim Paris   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  There were no questions or comments from the Board or public. 
 
John Hoopes moved that the Fire Station No. 6 nomination be placed on the Register of Historic Kansas 
Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the Keeper of the National 
Register.  Second:  Edna Wagner. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
Historic Houses of the Garlinghouse Company in Topeka MPDF 
Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  --   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  -- 
 
Summary:  This is a multiple property documentation form. In 1906, Lewis Fayette Garlinghouse began 
his career in Topeka, Kansas.  The Garlinghouse Realty Company initially bought and sold real estate in 
the City and its early suburbs.  However, L. F. Garlinghouse soon expanded company operations and 
developed his first subdivision, Topeka's Edgewood Park.  In 1916, L. F. Garlinghouse published his first 
plan book based on houses the company constructed in the Edgewood Park development.  The book, 
Bungalow Homes, was widely successful, which inspired the company to produce several subsequent 
editions.  During the following decades, the Garlinghouse Company became a national plan book 
supplier.  Customers from across the country purchased plans produced in Topeka.  As the twentieth 
century progressed, the firm published designs that followed popular architectural trends, including the 
Craftsman Bungalow and Colonial Revival styles and the Minimal Traditional and Ranch forms.  Despite a 
brief sales reduction during the Great Depression, the company remained in business while many 
competitors dissolved.  The firm remained a Topeka company until 1986, at which time it relocated to 
Connecticut. 
 
Prepared by:  Rosin Preservation  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Jay Price commented that Garlinghouse sells designs across the country and internationally 
and asked if this could be a multiple property listing beyond Topeka.  Jamee Fiore responded we could 
expand it in the future if we did a survey to include state-wide contexts.  John Hoopes noted that the 
Garlinghouse designs are not original; they are modifications of existing designs. He remarked that he 
has philosophical issues with giving special designation to this company's designs. 
 
Terry Marmet moved to approve the multiple property documentation form for the House of the 
Garlinghouse Company of Topeka.  Second:  Gregory Schneider. 
 
7 votes yes11, 1 vote no, 1 abstention 
 
James & Freda Lippitt House 
Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1933   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 

 
11 Jay Price voted yes with the condition that there's clear documentation of homes that are tied to that company 
specifically.  Zollner asked if he was amending the motion, to which Price responded no. 



Summary:  The Lippett House is a good example of the sub-type Plan Book Dwellings post-Depression 
Era 1930-1945.  Constructed by local builder Ruth Mohler in 1933, the two and one-half story Colonial 
Revival dwelling exhibits the character-defining features illustrated in 
Garlinghouse plan number 1246.  It has four-over-four and one-over-one windows, a side gable roof, 
stone and clapboard cladding, a symmetrical elevation, and built-in cabinetry. 
 
Prepared by:  Rosin Preservation  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  There were no questions from the Board. 
 
Public Discussion:  Tim Paris, from the City of Topeka (CLG) spoke in favor of the nomination. 
 
Jay Price moved that the James & Freda Lippitt House nomination be placed on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the Keeper of the 
National Register.  Second:  Gregory Schneider. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
116 SW The Drive (Arthur Smith House) 
Topeka, Shawnee County 
 
Criterion C:  Architecture 
Period of Significance:  1916   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  2 contributing buildings 
 
Summary:  The building is an excellent example of the sub-type Edgewood Park Neighborhood 
Dwellings.  It meets the registration requirements of the MPDF and is an intact example of Garlinghouse 
plan number 222.  It is one of the more intact examples of a Garlinghouse bungalow and happens to be 
within the early neighborhood development that Garlinghouse constructed.  This also functioned as one 
of his show houses for his company. 
 
Prepared by:  Rosin Preservation  Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  There were no questions from the Board. 
 
Public Discussion:  Tim Paris, from the City of Topeka (CLG) spoke in support of the nomination and 
stated that this is a very good example showing the necessity for the integrity to be intact in order to be 
eligible.  Paris noted that there are many Garlinghouse homes in Topeka, Kansas; however, very few of 
them still retain their integrity. 
 
Gregory Schneider moved that the 116 SW The Drive (Arthur Smith House) nomination be placed on the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review 
by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Edna Wagner. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
 
St. John the Divine Church (removal) 
Kansas City, Wyandotte County 
 
Criterion A:  Ethnic Heritage – Hispanic 
Period of Significance:  1937-1962   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 



Summary:  Removal Request.  This property was demolished in April 2020 after a devastating fire 
damaged most of the building on March 2.  It was individually listed in the NR in 2013.  The Kansas 
Preservation Law review (KSR&V #20-03-029) was handled by the Kansas City Landmarks Commission. 
 
Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Gregory Schneider commented that this was a group that was very passionate about their 
church building and its role in the Hispanic community; it was very sad to see the loss of this building. 
 
John Hoopes moved that the St. John the Divine Church nomination be removed from the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the SHPO forward the nomination for review by the 
Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Mary McMurray. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
After the vote, Patrick Zollner commented that this is just a formality, but we do have to submit the 
paperwork to the National Park Service in order to delist this property. 
 
REGISTER OF HISTORIC KANSAS PLACES NOMINATIONS 
 
Sylvan Grove Downtown Historic District 
Sylvan Grove, Lincoln County 
 
Criterion A:  Commerce 
Period of Significance:  1935-1940   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  17 contributing buildings, 15 noncontributing buildings, 3 contributing structures 
 
Summary:  Sylvan Grove was platted in 1887. The two-block district housed all of the business 
necessary for the small town.  Local farmers depended on the business in the community to support their 
fields.  They could have their horses shod, harnesses made, buy farm implements and vehicles.  The 
local hardware store was stocked with a variety of items that were regularly needed.  The buildings date 
back to a time when the town was new, bustling, and full of hope for the future.  Many have survived to 
give continuous service for more than one hundred years. 
 
Prepared by:  Terry Lilak   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  John Hoopes remarked that he thinks the state listing is appropriate for this district.  It is a 
nice solution to the combination of historic resources and noncontributing structures.  Gregory Schneider 
commented that it's amazing that the wide streets actually pre-date the automobile.  Mark Kelly noted that 
there are already some national register listed properties within this district and asked if the state listing 
will be enough to protect the town from the effects of an FCC tower, to which Patrick Zollner replied 
technically, the district will fall under State Preservation Law; however, that does not mean necessarily 
that a Section 106 project would be automatically cleared. 
 
Public Discussion:  Nomination preparer Terry Lilak spoke in support of the nomination. 
 
John Hoopes moved that the Sylvan Grove Downtown Historic District nomination be placed on the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and recommended that the nomination be forwarded to the SHPO to 
send the nomination on for review by the Keeper of the National Register.  Second:  Jay Price. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
Furry Homestead 
Kingman, Kingman County 
 
Criterion A:  Exploration/Settlement 



Period of Significance:  c1880   Level of Significance:  Local 
Resource Count:  1 contributing building 
 
Summary:  It is a good representation of western growth and settlement in Kingman County.  The 
Homestead was built with red sandstone and still stands today.  The home has been a staple to the 
community's history. 
 
Prepared by:  Scott Mueller   Presented by:  Jamee Fiore 
 
Discussion:  Jamee Fiore commented that the rationale for a state versus national register nomination 
was because of the amount of deterioration; however, we still wanted to recognize the history and 
significance of this property to the community.  Gregory Schneider asked are there many of these 
properties left in Kansas, to which Patrick Zollner replied they're definitely uncommon.  John Hoopes 
asked if there are plans to stabilize the structure, to which Fiore replied the man who prepared the 
nomination is interested in helping to repair the structure, but she doesn't know how involved the property 
owner is.  Mark Kelly asked if an archeological investigation had been done, to which Fiore replied she 
don't think so. 
 
Gregory Schneider moved that the Furry Homestead nomination be placed on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places. and recommended that the nomination be forwarded to the SHPO to send the nomination 
on for review by the Keeper of the National Register.12  Second:  Terry Marmet. 
 
8 votes yes, 1 abstention 
 
Other Business 
The next meeting of the Historic Sites Board of Review will be November 7, 2020, at the Kansas 
Historical Society.  Jennie Chinn thanked the Board and remarked that it is very likely that this meeting 
will be a Virtual Zoom meeting because of COVID-19 concerns. 
 
There was no further business.  The meeting adjourned at 2:28 p.m. 

 
12 This nomination is only for the Register of Historic Kansas Places and will not be forwarded to the Keeper of the 
National Register for review.  
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Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review 
Letters Received from the Public

 
Kansas Historical Society  

Virtual Zoom Meeting  
August 1, 2020 9:00 AM 

 

I. Consideration of National Register Nominations  
(* denotes properties within a Certified Local Government boundary) 

1. Lowell School – Salina, Saline County*    

2. National Bank of America, Saline County*  

i. Copy of November 7, 2019 Letter (as requested by the City of Salina) to Patrick 
Zollner, Deputy SHPO from John Burger, Assistant Planner at City of Salina  

3. Clay Center Downtown HD– Clay Center, Clay County 

i. July 27, 2020 Letter to Historic Sites Board of Review from Lori Huber, Executive 
Director of Clay Center Economic Development Group 

ii. July 29, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from Zachary B. Jones, owner 
Wardcraft Homes 

4. Holy Family Catholic Church – Eudora, Douglas County* 

i. February 7, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historical Society from Ben Terwilliger, 
Executive Director of Eudora Area Historical Society 

ii. April 15, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Lindsay Crick, 
Chair of Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council 

5. William Small Memorial Home for Aged Women – Leavenworth, Leavenworth County* 

6. McCormick-Armstrong Press Building – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 

i. See Century II Civic Center letter “July 27, 2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, National 
Register Coordinator from Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office” 

ii. July 14, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Jaculin Aaron 

7. Century II Civic Center – Wichita, Sedgwick County* 

i. July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
from Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 

ii. July 10, 2020 Email to Wichita Board Members from Jason Gregory, Executive 
Vice President of Downtown Wichita 

iii. July 10, 2020 Letter to Wichita Historic Preservation Board from Robert Layton, 
City Manager (Wichita) 
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iv. July 12, 2020 Letter to Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Officer from 
J. Greg Kite, President of Historic Preservation Alliance of Wichita & Sedgwick 
County, Inc.; Treasurer of Save Century II 

v. July 12, 2020 Email to Kathy Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Officer from 
George Smart, Executive Director of Modernist Architect Inc/US Modernist 

vi. July 27, 2020 Letter to Jamee Fiore, National Register Coordinator from Kathy 
Morgan, Wichita Historic Preservation Office 

vii. July 27, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Review Board members from Sharon 
Fearey 

viii. July 30, 2020 Letter to Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review from Private Sector 
Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 

8. Public Library – Wichita, Sedgwick County*  

i. See all letters included with the Center II Civic Center nomination 

9. High Rise Apartments – Great Bend, Barton County  

10. Grimm-Schultz Farmstead – Alma, Wabaunsee County  

11. Charles & Dorothy Kouns House – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

12. Fire Station No 6 – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

13. Historic Houses of the Garlinghouse Company in Topeka – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

14. Lippitt House – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

15. 116 The Drive – Topeka, Shawnee County*  

II. Delisting of National Register Nominations 

16. St. John the Divine – Kansas City, Wyandotte County*  

III. Consideration of State Register Nominations 

17. Sylvan Grove Downtown Historic District – Sylvan Grove, Lincoln County  

18. Furry Homestead – Kingman, Kingman County  
 

 

  



 

 

Letters regarding National Register nomination: 

National Bank of America 

Salina, Saline County 

























 

 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Clay Center Downtown Historic District 

Clay Center, Clay County 

 



 
 

517 COURT STREET | CLAY CENTER, KANSAS 67432 | OFFICE:  (785)632-5974 | 
 EMAIL:  CCEDG@CLAYCOUNTYECODEVO.COM 

 

 
 
July 27, 2020 
 
Historic Sites Board of Review 
c/o Jamee Fiore 
Kansas Historical Society 
6425 SW 6th Ave, 
Topeka, Kansas 66615-1099 
 
 
 
 
Dear Board Members, 
 
Please accept this letter in support of the Clay Center, Kansas Downtown Historic District nomination to 
the Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
We wish to express our strong support for this nomination.  The downtown district is an important 
resource for our community, and we believe so deeply in its preservation that we did not wait for the 
next round of grants in order to apply for funding for the nomination.  Instead, we chose to invest our 
own funds in the project with the intention of applying in a timelier manner.     
 
The Clay Center downtown district has a significant historical association with commerce, economic 
growth and urban development and we hope that it will continue into the future.   A group of volunteers 
who have named themselves the Clay Center Action Network has taken it upon themselves to develop 
the downtown district, expand on its historic charm, and increase its walkability, livability, and 
workability for the next generation.  Being recognized and the historic registers will assist them in their 
efforts. 
 
Thank you for considering this property as a worthy historic district. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lori Huber 
CCEDG Executive Director 
 





 

 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Holy Family Catholic Church 

Eudora, Douglas County 

 



 

 

Date:  April 15, 2020 

 

Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review 

Cultural Resources Division Kansas State Historical Society 

6425 SW 6th Avenue 

Topeka, KS 66615-1099 

Re: Holy Family Church at 911 E. 9th Street (301 E 9th St), Eudora, Douglas County, KS 

Dear Board Members, 

 

The Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council proudly supports the nomination of the Holy 

Family Church in Eudora to the National Register of Historic Places and to the Register of Historic 

Kansas Places.  

Listing this church in the state and national registers recognizes the importance of this particular 

building to the Eudora community with its extraordinary history. In addition, listing in the Historic 

Register of Kansas Places is an important component of the identification and protection of historic 

resources.   

Chapter 11 of Horizon 2020 The Comprehensive Plan for Lawrence and Unincorporated Douglas 
County identifies the City of Lawrence’s commitment to the identification and protection of Historic 

Resources.  Horizon 2020 Comprehensive Preservation Plan Element is a revision to Chapter 11 and has 

been approved by the Historic Resources Commission and the Lawrence/Douglas County Planning 

Commission, and is in the process of being adopted by the City of Lawrence and Douglas County as a 

comprehensive preservation plan for Lawrence and the unincorporated areas of Douglas County.  This 

plan encourages the identification, evaluation, and protection of historic resources. 

Thank you for considering this important nomination.  

Sincerely, 

Lindsay Crick, Chair

DOUGLAS COUNTY HERITAGE CONSERVATION COUNCIL 
1006-1008 New Hampshire Street

Lawrence, KS 66044-3064
(785) 330-2878

https://www.douglascountyks.org



Eudora Area Historical Society 
______________________________________________________________ 

 

720 Main Street 

Eudora, KS 66025 

785-690-7900   

 

Letter of Support:  

Nomination of 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church  
 

February 7, 2020 

 
Dear Kansas Historical Society, 
 
My name is Ben Terwilliger. I am the Executive Director of the Eudora Area Historical Society 
in Eudora, KS. I would like to express my full support for the application to nominate the 1864 
Holy Family Catholic Church building in Eudora, KS to the National Register of Historical 
Places. The 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church building is a treasured and important historical 
site that warrants inclusion on the prestigious National Register because of its contributions 
to the history of the Eudora community.  
 
The Eudora community was established by German immigrants in 1857. A large percentage 
of the first settlers of Eudora were German-Catholics. Eudora’s German-Catholic community 
were united and driven to build a substantial Church in the new community of Eudora. It did 
not take Eudora’s German-Catholic community very long to build their substantial and long-
lasting Church. The 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church was undoubtedly the center of the 
universe for Eudora’s closely-knit German-Catholic community. The fact that the 1864 Holy 
Family Catholic Church building still survives 156 years after it was built demonstrates how 
deeply Eudora’s German-Catholic community cares about preserving our heritage.  
 
The EAHS as organization is committed to preserving and displaying the history of the 
Eudora Area. As an organization, the EAHS firmly supports the State/National Register of 
Historic Places. The EAHS has been a tireless advocate for the State/National Register since 
2011, when I was first hired as the Executive Director of the EAHS. When I was first hired by 
the EAHS in 2011, only one property in the Eudora Area was listed on the State or National 
Register, the Pilla House (614 Main Street). Today in 2020, there are seven properties in the 
Eudora Area on the State or National Register. The 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church 
building would be the eighth property in the Eudora Area added to the State/National 
Register. Since 2011, the EAHS played a direct role in getting some of those seven 
properties added to the State or National Register. We are very proud of our efforts to 
increase the number of properties in the Eudora Area on the State or National Register.  
 
The preparers of the nomination for the Holy Family Catholic Church, Janet Campbell and 
Cindy Higgins, have done incredible work researching and writing the nomination. Both Janet 
and Cindy are talented historians. They have selflessly volunteered many hours researching 
and preparing the nomination, which demonstrates their passion not only for the building 



itself, but, also for the history of the building. I have been happy to play a very small role in 
assisting the preparers of the nomination. I have been glad to help supply the preparers with 
some of the necessary research materials for the building, which are housed at the EAHS. 
But, it’s clear that the nomination of the Holy Family Catholic Church to the National Register 
is totally driven by the vision of Janet Campbell and others who care about preserving the 
history of the 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church building. I commend their efforts, and I would 
be thrilled to see the 1864 Holy Family Catholic Church building added to the National 
Register.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

-Ben Terwilliger (Executive Director) 
 



 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

McCormick-Armstrong Press Building 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 



Jaculin Aaron
Leawood, Kansas

July 14, 2020

Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review
℅ Jamee Fiore
National Register Coordinator
Kansas Historical Society
6425 SW 6th Avenue
Topeka, KS 66615-1099
Jamee.Fiore@ks.gov
 

Re: Pending Nomination of McCormick-Armstrong Press Building for       
National Register of Historic Places

Dear Board Members:

I write in support of the nomination of the McCormick-Armstrong Press Building, 
1501 East Douglas Avenue, Wichita, Sedgwick County, Kansas, for the National Register 
of Historic Places.  

The registration form describes the architecture of the building and the history of 
the McCormick-Armstrong Press Company, which was formed in 1912 and moved into 
its purpose-built building on East Douglas Avenue in 1923.  The nomination is submitted 
under Criterion “A,” with “Industry” as the area of significance.  This letter is intended to 
provide an additional perspective on the industrial history of the building and the 
company:  that of McCormick-Armstrong’s blue-collar employees and their families.

My grandfather, Leo Aaron, joined McCormick-Armstrong in about 1918 and 
worked there, mostly in the bindery, until his death in 1945.  My father, Phillip G. Aaron, 
worked there from the time he was in high school in about 1945 until his retirement in 
1986, except for two years in the Army.  He was an offset pressman for most of his time 
at McCormick-Armstrong.

The features of my father’s employment at McCormick-Armstrong that I believe 
were specific to that time and place, and their social, cultural, and industrial conditions, 
are these:

1
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1. The blue-collar work force at McCormick-Armstrong was unionized.  My 
father did not have complaints about the management of the company (or at least none 
that I or my five siblings recall), but he was very emphatic about the need for private 
sector unions.  I have no reason to doubt the good faith of the company’s management, 
but my father strongly believed that the union helped secure stability and fair wages and 
benefits.

2. McCormick-Armstrong was a medium-sized local company, with a 
primarily regional business.  While the company’s business was no doubt affected by 
national and global economic conditions, the fate of the workers at the plant was not 
dependent on decisions made by management at some far-off location, and their working 
conditions and wages were determined locally. 

3. McCormick-Armstrong was located in a beautiful old building in the heart 
of Wichita.  I was proud that my father worked in such a wonderful old building, with 
gold lettering of the company’s name and tagline “House of Impressions” on the Douglas 
Avenue facade.  In my view, it was much better than the big, featureless aircraft plants on 
the outskirts of town.  My father could drop us off at school at East High on his way to 
work (as his own father Leo had driven him and his friends to school when Leo worked 
at McCormick-Armstrong).  The houses, schools, and commercial buildings in the area 
were mostly old, giving that part of town a strong sense as a particular place with a 
history behind it.  

My father’s offset press was located by one of the large first-floor bay windows on 
Douglas Avenue, presumably to provide consistent northern exposure light for his 
printing work.  He would wave through the window to my siblings and me as we walked 
or biked by.  

4. McCormick-Armstrong was a creative place that valued craftsmanship.  
My father was interested in and proud of the creative work done by the company.  On 
occasion he was a valued contributor in that process by providing opinions on the 
capabilities of the press and the quality of printed work.  He was committed to his craft as 
a printer and would regale the family at dinner with information about the technical 
aspects of his work.  In later years, one of his outside interests was studying and

2
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collecting prints, including those of the Prairie Print Makers (see https://www.kshs.org/
kansapedia/prairie-print-makers/17312), some of whom had worked at McCormick- 
Armstrong.  

5. McCormick-Armstrong was locally owned.  I believe that there was less 
socioeconomic stratification at midcentury than there is now.  Our large family did not 
have much money (on my father’s income), but we had enough.  Interestingly, though, 
one of the families that owned the company (the Armstrongs) was not that socially distant 
from ours.  My sisters went to school with their daughters, and they lived in a relatively 
modest house in our parish.  Pete Armstrong and his wife Mickey attended my father’s 
funeral in 2007.  

I believe that it is also important that Pete and Mickey Armstrong were strong 
philanthropic supporters of Wichita and its educational and cultural institutions (Pete 
until his death in 2009, and Mickey still is, at the age of 96).  You need only browse 
through Wichita State University’s website to see the details of their extraordinary 
commitment to the improvement of that institution and its place in the cultural life of 
Wichita.

6. McCormick-Armstrong had fun family parties.  My siblings and I vividly 
recall the company’s picnics and Christmas parties:  the prizes won at Bingo (a cool 
flashlight and a picnic basket), the Christmas gifts provided by the company from which 
our father selected ones for us (Barbies), and even the Christmas party favors (that were 
repurposed to adorn our Christmas stockings).  We didn’t realize it at the time, but 
Mickey Armstrong advised me that the company parties always included the blue-collar 
workers’ families.  

I hope this information is helpful to you in considering the nomination of the 
McCormick-Armstrong Press Building for the National Register of Historic Places.  My 
family and I strongly support the nomination.

Very truly yours,
        Jaculin Aaron 

Jaculin Aaron
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Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Century II Civic Center 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 
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Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
Sedgwick County Planning  
271 W. 3rd St., Ste. 201 
Wichita, KS 67202 
Attention: Kathy Morgan, Senior Planner MAPD 
Via Email to KMorgan@wichita.gov 
 
  
July 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the private-sector and non-profit leaders representing the Riverfront 
Legacy Master Plan Coalition. To the extent you are able, we request that you pause or 
otherwise defer decisions on two nominations on your July 13, 2020, agenda:   

- Item No. 7A- HPC2020-00011, requesting Century II nomination to the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and 

- Item No. 7C – HPC2020-00021, requesting support of the Wichita Public Library (Main) 
nomination to the Register of Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan master planning footprint, these two buildings 
have been the subject of much community dialogue and analysis. The Riverfront Legacy Master 
Plan began analyzing these buildings within the context of a larger development site, but 
temporarily suspended the community engagement and design initiatives as our community 
responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As the pandemic approached, the master planning 
process was moving forward with design from global architecture firms and a robust community 
engagement effort, with four open houses, 50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community 
comments, and five public Coalition meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting a deferral from this board are severalfold. First, this community is in 
the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions of our region. 
These broad community conversations have been and continue to be critical in determining a 
holistic vision for the east bank of the River. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a 
fully involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the distraction of vast 
unemployment, and with a better understanding of the economic landscape of our community.  
 
The Riverfront Legacy Master Plan carries a critical opportunity to address talent and economic 
growth and recovery for the community. To consider this action at this time sacrifices a more 
informed opportunity to evaluate economic policy and talent attraction and retention. A more 
robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and tourism industry is 
required to empower our community to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention facilities—and the regional economic impact of those facilities—in 
the future.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these two buildings defined, this action carries with it 
potential renovation restrictions that put at risk the viability of future building uses. Furthermore, 

mailto:KMorgan@wichita.gov
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the restrictions that may come with this potential designation may have an impact on Music 
Theatre Wichita’s future ability to attract performances and the need for industry standard 
convention facilities to contribute to regional economic recovery. This point is further supported 
by the City’s recent comments reflecting their consideration of a private sector operator of 
Century II.   
 
Finally, there does not appear to be an urgent need for this designation. There are no 
immediate plans to replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy 
Master Plan drafted a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more 
community and public sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies are 
necessary in order to bring that vision about.  Additionally, given the City’s budget deficits 
caused by COVID-19, material investment in either of these buildings appears unlikely.  
 
For all these reasons we request that you exercise the options you have to defer action on the 
nomination of Century II and the Wichita Public Library (main) on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and preserve the community’s 
opportunity to continue to the broad-level dialogue about its future on the east bank of the 
Arkansas River.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CC: 
Mayor Dr. Brandon Whipple  
Councilmember Brandon Johnson, District I  
Councilmember Becky Tuttle, District II  
Councilmember James Clendenin, District III 
Councilmember Jeff Blubaugh, District IV  
Councilmember Bryan Frye, District V 
Councilmember Dr. Cindy Claycomb, District VI 
Robert Layton, City Manager  
 

 



From: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS]
To: Zollner, Patrick [KSHS]
Cc: Fiore, Jamee [KSHS]
Subject: FW: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 12:30:07 PM
Attachments: Letter to Historic Preservation Board.pdf

FYI – I’m saving these to the Century II email file under SHPO/Register
 

Katrina 
785-272-8681 ext. 215
Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
 

From: Morgan, Kathy <KMorgan@wichita.gov> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 12:09 PM
To: Bruce Rowley <bruce.rowley@gmail.com>; City Archaeologist <city.archaeologist@wichita.edu>;
Claire Willenberg (clairew@weigand.com) <clairew@weigand.com>; Elena Ingle
(Elenajingleingle@gmail.com) <Elenajingleingle@gmail.com>; Janice Rich
<sunnybug70@hotmail.com>; Vanzandt, Jeff <JVanzandt@wichita.gov>; John Rhodes
<johnr@friends.edu>; Ringler, Katrina [KSHS] <Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov>; nickpenner02@gmail.com;
Robert Potter <ndtkansas@yahoo.com>; Vanzandt, Jeff <JVanzandt@wichita.gov>; Yearout, Dave
<DYearout@wichita.gov>
Subject: FW: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open
any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 
From: Sharon Fearey <sharon.fearey@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 11:35 AM
To: Morgan, Kathy <KMorgan@wichita.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
 
Kathy,
I just wanted to let you know that I am a member of the Downtown Wichita Board.  My
understanding is that this issue was not discussed at our last board meeting (I was not able to
attend, but checked with a fellow board member) nor was it presented to us for any kind of an
email vote.  Therefore, I believe that it is inappropriate for the Downtown Wichita logo to be
on the attached letter.  I would also encourage the Historic Preservation Board to vote to
proceed with placing these two building on the Register.
Sincerely,
Sharon Fearey

---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jason Gregory <jason@downtownwichita.org>
Date: Fri, Jul 10, 2020 at 12:28 PM

mailto:Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
mailto:Patrick.Zollner@ks.gov
mailto:Jamee.Fiore@ks.gov
mailto:Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
mailto:sharon.fearey@gmail.com
mailto:KMorgan@wichita.gov
mailto:jason@downtownwichita.org
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Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board 
Sedgwick County Planning  
271 W. 3rd St., Ste. 201 
Wichita, KS 67202 
Attention: Kathy Morgan, Senior Planner MAPD 
Via Email to KMorgan@wichita.gov 
 
  
July 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Members of the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board: 
 
We are writing on behalf of the private-sector and non-profit leaders representing the Riverfront 
Legacy Master Plan Coalition. To the extent you are able, we request that you pause or 
otherwise defer decisions on two nominations on your July 13, 2020, agenda:   


- Item No. 7A- HPC2020-00011, requesting Century II nomination to the Register of 
Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and 


- Item No. 7C – HPC2020-00021, requesting support of the Wichita Public Library (Main) 
nomination to the Register of Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic 
Places. 


Located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan master planning footprint, these two buildings 
have been the subject of much community dialogue and analysis. The Riverfront Legacy Master 
Plan began analyzing these buildings within the context of a larger development site, but 
temporarily suspended the community engagement and design initiatives as our community 
responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As the pandemic approached, the master planning 
process was moving forward with design from global architecture firms and a robust community 
engagement effort, with four open houses, 50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community 
comments, and five public Coalition meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting a deferral from this board are severalfold. First, this community is in 
the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions of our region. 
These broad community conversations have been and continue to be critical in determining a 
holistic vision for the east bank of the River. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a 
fully involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the distraction of vast 
unemployment, and with a better understanding of the economic landscape of our community.  
 
The Riverfront Legacy Master Plan carries a critical opportunity to address talent and economic 
growth and recovery for the community. To consider this action at this time sacrifices a more 
informed opportunity to evaluate economic policy and talent attraction and retention. A more 
robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and tourism industry is 
required to empower our community to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention facilities—and the regional economic impact of those facilities—in 
the future.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these two buildings defined, this action carries with it 
potential renovation restrictions that put at risk the viability of future building uses. Furthermore, 
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the restrictions that may come with this potential designation may have an impact on Music 
Theatre Wichita’s future ability to attract performances and the need for industry standard 
convention facilities to contribute to regional economic recovery. This point is further supported 
by the City’s recent comments reflecting their consideration of a private sector operator of 
Century II.   
 
Finally, there does not appear to be an urgent need for this designation. There are no 
immediate plans to replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy 
Master Plan drafted a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more 
community and public sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies are 
necessary in order to bring that vision about.  Additionally, given the City’s budget deficits 
caused by COVID-19, material investment in either of these buildings appears unlikely.  
 
For all these reasons we request that you exercise the options you have to defer action on the 
nomination of Century II and the Wichita Public Library (main) on the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places, and preserve the community’s 
opportunity to continue to the broad-level dialogue about its future on the east bank of the 
Arkansas River.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
CC: 
Mayor Dr. Brandon Whipple  
Councilmember Brandon Johnson, District I  
Councilmember Becky Tuttle, District II  
Councilmember James Clendenin, District III 
Councilmember Jeff Blubaugh, District IV  
Councilmember Bryan Frye, District V 
Councilmember Dr. Cindy Claycomb, District VI 
Robert Layton, City Manager  
 


 







Subject: Riverfront Legacy Master Plan - CII & Former Public Library Update
To: Alan Banta <abanta@transpacificoil.com>, Frye, Bryan <BFrye@wichita.gov>, Brandon
Johnson <bjjohnson@wichita.gov>, Blackerby, Brian J.
<Brian.Blackerby@intrustbank.com>, cclaycomb@wichita.gov <cclaycomb@wichita.gov>,
Chad McDaniel <cmcdaniel@emprisebank.com>, Don Sherman
<donald.sherman@evergy.com>, Debra Fraser <fraser@kmuw.org>, Greg Boulanger
<greg_boulanger@cargill.com>, Dick Honeyman <honeyman@hitefanning.com>, Jennifer
McDonald <info@jennydawncellars.com>, Jana Davis <janad@hightouchinc.com>, John
Belford <jb@belfordelectric.com>, Joe Johnson <jjohnson@sjcf.com>, Joel Kelley
<jkelley@cablecomks.com>, Jonathan Long <jlong@wichitachamber.org>, John Rupp
<johnrupp@reecenichols.com>, Joe Tigert <jtigert@ft.newyorklife.com>, Larry Weber
<larry@garveycenter.com>, mlinsner@tckansas.com <mlinsner@tckansas.com>, Nicole
Howerton (Howerton + White) <nhowerton@howertonwhite.com>, Randy Doerksen
<randy.doerksen@meritrustcu.org>, Rod Young <rod.young@pec1.com>, Scott Flemming
<scott.flemming@signaltheory.com>, Sean Weaver <sean.weaver@aghlc.com>, Sharon
Fearey <sharon.fearey@gmail.com>, Smith, Stan J. <sjsmith@martinpringle.com>, Shelly
Prichard <sprichard@wichitacf.org>, Scot Rigby <srigby@wichita.gov>, Susie Santo
<ssanto@visitwichita.com>, Tom Johnson <tjohnson@martenscos.com>, Tiffany Masson
<tmasson@kansashsc.org>, Tim Nelson <tnelson@fidelitybank.com>,
todd@applesandarrows.com <todd@applesandarrows.com>, tonyu@weigand.com
<tonyu@weigand.com>, tracyh@grooverlabs.org <tracyh@grooverlabs.org>, Cruse, Lacey
<Lacey.Cruse@sedgwick.gov>
Cc: Jeff Fluhr <jeff@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Jaimie Garnett
<jaimie@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Tori Phillippi
<Tori@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Emily Brookover <Emily@downtownwichita.org>,
Megan Hartzell <megan@downtownwichita.org>, Andy Kim
<andy@greaterwichitapartnership.org>, Leann Sanchez
<Leann@greaterwichitapartnership.org>
 

Downtown Wichita Board Members,
 
Good afternoon. As you know, members of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan Coalition
decided to step back from the planning process a few months ago as our local community
responded to the health and economic effects of the COVID-19 virus. In the last few days we
have learned about a couple of issues relating to the east bank of the river that we wanted to
keep you informed of. 
 
The first relates to requests to place Century II and the former Wichita Public Library main
branch on the Register of Historic Kansas Places. Save Century II will appear in front of the
Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board next Monday, making requests for

nomination, which would then proceed to the state later this summer on August 1st. Here’s a

link to the local board’s agenda for the July 13th meeting at 2:00 pm. 
 
As members of the Coalition, we have drafted the attached letter asking the local board to do
what it can to defer or pause these decisions until the immediate health and economic issues
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related to COVID-19 subside and the master planning process can be completed. We plan to
make a similar request to the state board ahead of their meeting in August. As you’ll see in the
letter, we believe this simply is not the right time to take action on these buildings when so
much about the economy and the future use of these buildings remains uncertain. The
original intent of the master planning effort was to drive economic development and build a
community attractive to young talent. We will continue to hold tight to these priorities, even
as the world around us is shifting. 
 
Second, as you may have seen in today’s Eagle article, the Save Century II group has
purportedly collected enough signatures on its initiative petition to submit those signatures to
the City and County for validation, and City will announce next steps soon. We will regroup as
a Coalition when we know more, and will certainly keep you apprised. 
 
In the meantime, however, we wanted to share the full language on the petition, which differs
from a simple plan to save Century II or the old public library: 
 

No prominent city-owned buildings of historical importance or architectural
significance (regardless of historic register status), including Century II and the
adjourning former Public Library, shall be demolished, replaced, or otherwise adversely
affected without a public vote or approval by the qualified voters in the City of Wichita,
and further, no interest in such city owned buildings, including Century II and the
adjoining former Public Library, shall be leased, sold, bartered, traded, conveyed or
assigned and therefore demolished, replaced or otherwise adversely affected without a
public vote of approval by the qualified voters in the City of Wichita.

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
 
Thank you,
Jason
 
 
 
 
JASON GREGORY
 
Executive Vice President

Downtown Wichita

316.264.6005  |  downtownwichita.org

505 E. Douglas Ave., Wichita, KS 67202
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From: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS]
To: Zollner, Patrick [KSHS]; Fiore, Jamee [KSHS]
Subject: FW: Century II
Date: Monday, July 13, 2020 9:31:24 AM

From US Modernist
 

Katrina 
785-272-8681 ext. 215
Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov
 

From: george@ncmodernist.org <george@ncmodernist.org> 
Sent: Sunday, July 12, 2020 8:51 PM
To: 'Kathy Morgan' <kmorgan@wichita.gov>
Cc: Ringler, Katrina [KSHS] <Katrina.Ringler@ks.gov>; bwhipple@wichita.gov; 'Council Member
Brandon Johnson' <bjjohnson@wichita.gov>; 'Becky Tuttle' <btuttle@wichita.gov>; 'Council Member
James Clendenin' <jclendenin@wichita.gov>; jblubaugh@wichita.gov; bfrye@wichita.gov; 'Cindy
Claycomb' <cclaycomb@wichita.gov>; 'Robert Layton' <rlayton@wichita.gov>; 'Celeste Racette
(Bruce)' <mcr112@yahoo.com>
Subject: Century II
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or
open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

 

Ms. Kathy Morgan

Wichita  Historic  Preservation  Officer

July 12, 2020

 

Dear Ms. Morgan,

 

Tomorrow, July 13, the Board will consider nominating Century II to the

National Register of Historic Places.   As Executive Director of

USModernist, a national archive and advocacy nonprofit for mid-century

Modernist architecture, I encourage the Board to approve this

nomination.

 

The Riverfront Legacy group has always wanted to bulldoze

Century II. They do not want the possibility of any pesky historic
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designation slowing that process, while claiming there are “no

plans” to tear it down.  From politics to development, the “no plans”

statement is a common tactic to mislead the public without actually

lying.  The statement is literally true – today, maybe next week,

maybe next month - indeed there are “no plans.”  At any time,

however, you can count on that those plans can and will emerge,

and the building will be rubble. A tragic loss.  Don’t fall for it.

 

The argument that historic status will create all kinds of havoc, like

reducing the ability to attract quality performances, is ridiculous. 

Performances take place all over the world every day (when we’re

not in a pandemic) in historically protected buildings. 

 

The argument that the Board should wait until the pandemic

passes, and/or subject this to excessive public review, is just a

stalling tactic to kick the can down the road. This is not rocket

science.

 

As there is no factual evidence to reject giving this masterful building the

status it deserves, let’s look at the win/win scenario.  Major

redevelopment is not a bad thing, done right.  Century II has many more

years to go and will be a perfect compliment to any larger sports or

performing arts space the developers wish to build. Two spaces are

indeed better than one, as audiences and artists have different needs. 

Not everything works, or works well, in a monster arena. Keeping

Century II, a symbol of Wichita, preserves a place for small and medium

events.

 

Thank you very much.

Kind regards,

George

 

George Smart | Executive Director

 

Modernist Archive Inc. | USModernist® | NCModernist®

Host and Executive Producer, USModernist Radio

Instagram: @mr.modernism

A 501C3 Nonprofit Educational Archive for the Documentation,
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Preservation, and Promotion of Modernist Architecture

5409 Pelham Road | Durham NC | 27713 | USA | 919.740.8407

P Please consider the environment before printing this email.

 

 





 

  The Ronald Reagan Building   •  2nd Floor   •    271 West Third Street   •   Wichita, Kansas 67202 

316.268.4421 • www.wichita.gov 

 

 
 
July 27, 2020 
 
Jamee Fiore 
National Register Coordinator 
Kansas Historical Society 
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615-1099 
 
Dear Ms. Fiore, 
 
The Wichita Historic Preservation Board (HPB) reviewed nomination submissions for Century II 
(HPC2020-00011), McCormick-Armstrong Press Building (HPC2020-12) and the Wichita Public 
Library: Main Branch (HPC2020-21). 
 
The Wichita HPB voted to find that Century II did meet the criteria for listing in the Register of Historic 
Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C: Architecture (5-2, Rowley 
and Penner voting NO). 
 
HPB voted to find that the McCormick-Armstrong Press Building did meet the criteria for listing in the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A: 
Commerce (7-0). 
 
HPB voted to find that the Wichita Public Library: Main Branch did meet the criteria for listing in the 
Register of Historic Kansas Places and the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion C: 
Architecture (6-1, Rowley voting NO). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Kathy L. Morgan, Senior Planner 
Wichita Historic Preservation Office 
Wichita-Sedgwick County Metropolitan Area Planning Department 



Sharon K. Fearey 
323 N. Market St. 
Wichita, KS 67202 
 
July 27, 2020 
 
Dear Kansas Historic Sites Review Board Members, 
 
I am writing to encourage you to place Century II and the building now referred to as the “Old 
Public Library” on the National Register of Historic Places.  Wichita has little of its historic built 
environment remaining and we need to ensure that these two building have the protection 
provided by the Register. 
 
I served on the Wichita Historic Preservation Board for approximately ten years before serving 
on the Wichita City Council representing District VI which included a large part of the 
downtown area.  I have followed the debate regarding the East Bank Redevelopment project 
that would tear these two buildings down.  I feel that many Wichita residents were 
disenfranchised with how the process worked.  It seemed that it was a “done deal” and that 
meetings were held so that the group could say that meetings were held.  Now the groups 
behind the plan are saying that they just want the nomination deferred until they can have 
more conversation.  I currently serve on the Downtown Wichita Board and we had no board 
conversation regarding asking for a deferral.   
 
I see no reason to defer this vote.  Century II figures prominently on marketing pieces and in 
pictures representing Wichita.  It has, indeed, become an important and integral part of 
Wichita’s landscape and cityscape.  It and the library deserve the protection afforded by being 
added to the National Register and there is no need to defer the vote except to give developers 
more time to work toward destroying another piece of Wichita’s built environment. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sharon Fearey 



July 30, 2020 
 
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review  
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615-1099 
 
 
Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review –  
 
As a coalition of non-profits from the Wichita region, we write to ask you to delay the 
consideration of the nomination of Century II and the former public library to the Kansas 
Register of Historic Places.  
 
The two local buildings before this board are located within the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
footprint and have been the subject of much community dialogue over the last year. The 
Riverfront Legacy Master Plan began analyzing the use and future of these buildings within the 
context of a larger development site, but temporarily suspended the community engagement 
and finalized design initiatives as our community responds to the continued COVID-19 crisis. As 
the pandemic approached, the master planning process was moving forward with design from 
global architecture firms and a robust community engagement effort, with four open houses, 
50-plus community presentations, 5,000 community comments, and five public Coalition 
meetings.  
 
Our reasons for requesting deferral from this board are severalfold, many of which we shared 
with the Wichita-Sedgwick County Historic Preservation Board on July 13, 2020. First, our 
community is in the grips of a global pandemic affecting the health and economic conditions in 
our region. Our community has sustained numerous cases and deaths related to COVID-19. 
Approximately 55,000 layoffs or furloughs have had a detrimental effect on our region over the 
last several months. The future of these buildings and this site carries with it a critical 
opportunity to address talent and economic growth and recovery for our post-pandemic 
community. A more robust understanding of the pandemic’s effect on the convention and 
cultural industries will be required to have a meaningful dialogue about how best to invest in 
industry standard convention and performing arts facilities—and the regional economic impact 
of those facilities in the future. Our community deserves the opportunity to have a fully 
involved process to weigh in on the future of this area without the health and economic 
distractions that this virus has caused.  Time will provide a clearer understanding of the future 
economic landscape of our community.  
 
Secondly, without the future uses of these buildings defined, our coalition remains concerned 
about the potential design restrictions’ effect on prospective adaptive reuse or remodeling 
opportunities within these buildings. A review the Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
suggests several potential restrictions that could affect our community’s ability to make the 
best decisions for the use and/or status of these buildings in the future.  
 



Third, as the Kansas Historic Sites Board of Review notes, “obtaining the written consent of the 
property owner to proceed with the nomination is strongly recommended.” In this instance, a 
letter (attached) from City Manager Robert Layton dated July 10, 2020, requested that the local 
board also delay its consideration of the nomination of Century II until the community 
engagement process could be completed.  
 
Finally, there is not an urgent need for this designation. There are no immediate plans to 
replace or demolish either of these buildings. While the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan identifies 
a potential vision that does not include either of these buildings, more community and public 
sector engagement, as well as post-pandemic funding strategies, are required in order to bring 
that vision about.  
 
For all of these reasons, this local coalition requests that the board delay the consideration of 
the nomination of these two buildings until a more appropriate time.  
 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Private Sector Partners of the Riverfront Legacy Master Plan 
 

 





 

 

Letter regarding National Register nomination: 

Public Library 

Wichita, Sedgwick County 

 

*see all letters included with the Century II Civic Center 
nomination 
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