
Law Touched Our Hearts: A Generation Remembers
edited by Mildred Wigfall Robinson and Richard J. Bonnie

xiv + 249 pages, appendix.  
Nashville, Tenn.: Vanderbilt University Press, 2009, cloth 
$45.00.

The United States Supreme Court’s 1954 decision in Brown v. 
The Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, (or Brown I) altered the 
culture, changed the nation’s politics, fueled rage among south-
ern politicians, and impacted the lives of many children nation-
wide. But it left the lives of most ordinary white people alone. 
In Law Touched Our Hearts: A Generation Remembers Professors 
Mildred Robinson and Richard Bonnie assembled forty short es-
says reflecting on how these circumstances affected the respective 
writers—law professors, who attended public school during the 
Brown era. Some of the narratives are pithy; others lengthy; but all 
bear angst, emotional uplift, and insights about the case and the 
post-Brown decades as remembered by adults recalling youthful 
memories.

In the 1950s people got their news from television, newspa-
pers, and newsreels. Dreary images appeared everywhere. Race 
then, like now, too often poisoned the heart and distorted poli-
tics, and gender and racial hierarchies pervaded social relation-
ships. As Marinia Angel recalled in her essay “Learning about 
Skin Color,” the elite of Warren, Pennsylvania, where she spent 
three summers as a teen in the late 1950s, “clearly thought Greeks, 
Italians, and Jews were blacks, a feeling shared by the Ku Klux 
Klan” (p. 13).

In the South, when racism lost its grip and white suprema-
cists went underground, the rear guard heaped ruin upon black 
administrators, teachers, and children. Mississippi politicians 
repealed the state’s compulsory school attendance law to slow 
the pace of integration; Virginia’s governor closed public schools; 
Arkansas’s governor defied federal court-ordered desegregation 
and deployed the Arkansas National Guard to prevent black stu-
dents from entering Central High School; superintendents across 
the South used tracking systems, freedom of choice plans, and 
unequal allocations of funds to perpetuate the effects of segrega-
tion; and most, if not all, officials used the “all deliberate speed” 
language in Brown II, the Supreme Court’s 1955 reconsideration 
of the original court case, to prevent race mixing. The essays by 
professors Mildred Robinson, Donald Neiman, Otis Stephens, 
Samuel Davis, and Davison Douglas are especially perceptive in 
these areas and more.

For the few whites affected by Brown, integration took the 
blinders off their eyes. They were denied the option, henceforth, 
to go through life blissfully unaware of an arrangement that 
chipped and twisted the freedom of non-whites and, in all too 
many cases, excluded them from every aspect of daily communal 
life. Essayist Charles E. Daye got it right in his “Promise and Para-
dox” (pp. 95–102): Brown I was a limited decision, which deseg-

regated few schools. Nevertheless, it had a profound impact, and 
as W. Lewis Burke clearly demonstrated in “A White Boy from 
Mississippi,” although far from perfect, “Brown has changed me 
and my family forever” (p. 89).

In the 1950s whites used race to impose resource inequality 
upon blacks. The question was whether unequal educational op-
portunities premised upon race, expressed in dollars, and sus-
tained by the state passed constitutional muster. The answer was 
no. But, if schools were unequal for other reasons, and main-
tained in that condition by the state, Brown was not the remedy. 
“Inequitable funding of public education remains associated with 
race, economic status, and educational attainment,” wrote Profes-
sor Daye. “Even so, the promise of Brown continues to represent 
a national commitment to social justice, political fairness, and hu-
man rights. That is Brown’s paradox” (p. 102).

After Brown too many things remained the same. Segregation 
was the norm out west; blacks were ignored in the Midwest; in 
the North they were viewed like aliens—citizens from another 
country; a friend of a friend; a friend of an acquaintance; and in all 
other cases as a group to be viewed with suspicion. Brown ended 
legal segregation in the United States and altered American life, 
but it did not extirpate segregationist sentiments that found ex-
pression in de facto methods of excluding blacks.

Reading Law Touched Our Hearts crystallized some dark 
thoughts about our Republic; rekindled old pain; put historic 
events in context; revealed something hopeful; and last, but not 
least, affirmed that we owe a debt of gratitude to some civil rights 
pioneers. For these reasons and more, everyone should read this 
fascinating anthology. 

Reviewed by Ronald C. Griffin, professor of law, Washburn Uni-
versity, Topeka, Kansas.

R E V I E W S
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The Biographical Dictionary of Iowa
edited by David Hudson, Marvin Bergman, and Loren 
Horton

xiv + 594 pages, contributor list, topical index. 
Iowa City: University of Iowa Press for the State Historical 
Society of Iowa, 2008, cloth $45.00.

The Biographical Dictionary of Iowa is a massive achievement, 
detailing the lives of more than four hundred influential Iowans. 
The editors began with a list of more than two thousand individu-
als, and narrowed it to a more workable list using several criteria. 
They chose individuals who made a significant contribution to 
the state and the nation. An individual had to be born in the state 
or spend at least twenty years there in order to be considered, 
unless their contributions to the state were so great that they war-
ranted inclusion without meeting the “residency requirement.” 
Anyone still alive on December 31, 2000, was not included. All 
of the state’s major political figures, except those still alive at the 
given date, made the list. The editors included others based on 
the weight of their contributions to the state, or to the world from 
a base within Iowa. The editors acknowledge that their choices 
were subjective, and will not please everyone. Not included, for 
example, was George Washington Carver, who lived for a time in 
Iowa, but made his most significant contributions after leaving 
the Hawkeye State.

The list of those included is broad. The volume features Presi-
dent Herbert Hoover, of course. Although he only lived in Iowa 
for the first ten years of his life, he maintained strong ties to the 
state throughout his long, public life, and he chose West Branch 
for his presidential library. The volume features university pres-
idents as well, such as Iowa State’s first president, Adonijah 
Strong Welch, who made an enormous impression on the institu-
tion. Nearly as important was his wife, Mary Beaumont Welch, 
who was a national leader in the development of home econom-
ics. The dictionary includes a diverse range of individuals, such 
as Carrie Chapman Catt, suffragist, founder of the League of 
Women Voters, and presidential candidate; Friedrich and August 
Duesenberg, German-born automobile manufacturers; and Ham-
lin Garland, Pulitzer-Prize-winning author. Also included are 
biographies of politicians, business people, artists, educational 
leaders, and activists. 

Historical dictionaries tend to have a reputation for dull-
ness, but not this one. The writers draw in the reader, and tempt  
one to keep flipping the page, to find out more about these interest-
ing Midwesterners. The entries are written engagingly, and each

entry also includes a list of sources, so the reader can pursue further 
research at his or her own pleasure. And I absolutely must com-
ment about the cover art. The editors have chosen for the cover 
Agriculture, a mural from the U.S. Post Office in Cresco, Iowa, 
painted in 1934 for the Treasury Department Art Project. This 
beautiful and engaging piece of Depression-era art sets the tone 
for a high-quality piece of very useful scholarship.

Reveiwed by Pamela Riney-Kehrberg, professor of agricultural his-
tory and rural studies, Iowa State University, Ames.
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Custer into the West: With the Journal and Maps of 
Lieutenant Henry Jackson
by Jeff Broome

238 pages, illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. 
El Segundo, Calif.: Upton and Sons, Custer Trail Series 11, 
2009, cloth $45.00.

One cannot help but wonder how many more books about 
George Armstrong Custer writers, historians, and publishers can 
produce that add anything substantial to the debate surrounding 
the man and his legacy. My institution’s library, for example, has at 
least 202 books related to Custer. A notional Bing or Google search 
on Custer renders well over seven million hits. Evidently, there is 
no logical limit to what historians and enthusiasts can say about 
Custer and his impact on American society. Yet, as witnessed in Jeff 
Broome’s work, Custer into the West, there is indeed more to learn 
about the man and his military career. 

Broome’s book is the eleventh volume in the Custer Trails Se-
ries. The series provides “the serious student of the American In-
dian Wars with views and perspectives never before available, and 
also insures the general audience of a smoothly flowing account of 
events as they unfold during the life of the Seventh Cavalry’s char-
ismatic commander which ended in the Battle of the Little Bighorn 
in 1876” (http://shop.uptonbooks.com/collections/custer-trails-
series). Broome’s contribution meets the publisher’s intent. The 
narrative is limited (approximately seventy-one pages) but engag-
ing and the accompanying maps and illustrations are exquisite.

Broome succeeds in adding a limited but important perspec-
tive of Custer’s post-Civil War career. His book provides a more 
informed and deeper understanding of Custer’s first experience of 
seeing the “red elephant.” Using the Hancock Expedition of 1867 
as the backdrop to Custer’s first encounter with hostile Indians, 
Broome makes a cogent argument that in order to understand 
Custer’s actions at Little Big Horn one must understand his earlier 
experiences. Broome suggests that his first “combat” shaped his 
understanding of his adversary and helps explain his later actions. 
Moreover, Broome analyzes other key events during the 1867 sum-
mer expedition that provide a deeper understanding of Custer’s 
mindset as a military leader, Indian fighter, and loving husband. 
These events included Major Wycliffe Cooper’s suicide, Custer’s 
meetings and dialogue with his Lakota nemesis, Pawnee Killer, 
the march to Riverside Station in Colorado and the associated de-
sertions during the campaign, and, ultimately, the Kidder Massa-
cre site discovery. Broome proposes that these events influenced 
Custer’s actions during the campaign and in subsequent actions at 
Washita and Little Big Horn.

Broome’s book appeals to the avid Custer fan. Its insight into 
Custer’s early military experiences on the plains enhances our un-
derstanding of the man and the era in which he lived. Military and 
western historians should enjoy the book because of the extensive 
primary source documents included in the appendices. The inclu-

sion of Lieutenant Jackson’s journal is a valuable addition, but, like 
all histories, it is only one piece of evidence. Jackson’s heretofore 
overlooked journal does provide greater insight into Custer’s pre-
Little Big Horn experiences and helps fulfill Broome’s quest to add 
a new dimension to the seemingly endless pursuit of demytholo-
gizing Custer’s legacy. Most readers, however, expect the historian 
to interpret the evidence and draw sound conclusions from the 
“facts.” If necessary or if desired, the reader can always seek further 
information from the footnotes in a scholarly work. The inclusion 
of Jackson’s journal, General Hancock’s report, and other signifi-
cant documents has value, but how much depends on the reader’s 
perspective and desires. 

The casual reader of central plains history, for example, may not 
value these documents as much as they would a well-developed 
and documented narrative associated with the 1867 campaign. That 
is not to imply that Broome does not document his sources—he 
does supply appropriate citations and useful and informative ex-
planatory notes that aid in the reader’s understanding of the story. 
In his quest to let the evidence speak for itself, however, Broome 
leaves it to the reader to interpret the associated documents and to 
draw the same conclusions he did regarding the impact of the ex-
pedition on Custer’s future actions. Overall, Custer into the West is a 
welcome addition to the ever-increasing literature on this captivat-
ing, but complex figure in American history. 

 
Reviewed by Lieutenant Colonel Tony R. Mullis, USAF, retired, as-

sistant professor, Department of Military History, Command and General 
Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.
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Fort Laramie: Military Bastion of the High Plains
by Douglas C. McChristian

448 pages, illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. 
Norman, Okla.: Arthur H. Clark Company, 2009, cloth 
$45.00.

In penning this comprehensive history of Fort Laramie, former 
National Park Service historian Douglas McChristian has pro-
duced a welcome addition to American frontier historiography. 
Originally established as a fur trading post, the fort’s site, located 
at the confluence of the Laramie and North Platte Rivers in pres-
ent-day Wyoming, offered timber, grazing fields, buffalo herds, 
and, most importantly, a buffer zone where whites and rival In-
dian tribes could congregate peacefully. It was this strategic loca-
tion, situated along the Oregon Route, that made Fort Laramie 
pivotal in the United States’ expansion westward.

The garrison resembled more a town than a fort; it lacked a de-
fensive stockade and was spread out over a vast area. Lieutenant 
General William T. Sherman, upon visiting the fort after the Civil 
War, reported on its inadequate protection and pointed out that 
some provisions were not readily available; wood, for example, 
was supplied from fifteen miles away. For soldiers stationed at 
the outpost, the primary mission was protecting the waves of im-
migrants traveling west to California. In the summer of 1850, an 
estimated 56,000 settlers passed through the plains. Fort Laramie 
became an oasis to weary travelers trekking through the perilous 
prairie; serving as a relief station, it offered food, medical assist-
ance, wagon repairs, and hope.

One can feel the tension in McChristian’s description of the 
decent of thousands of Indians upon the fort to collect the gov-
ernment supplies promised them by the Horse Creek Treaty of 
1851, though the provisions had not yet arrived from Fort Leav-
enworth. Inexperienced young officers sparked over a decade of 
violence with the killing of a Sioux during the Platte Ferry inci-
dent, followed the next year by the infamous Grattan massacre 
of 1854.

Antebellum army policy wavered as to whether or not to keep 
the fort in operation. The outbreak of the Mormon War in 1857 
assured Fort Laramie’s legacy in the West. Kansas Governor Rob-
ert J. Walker, worried about the turmoil in his own state, lobbied 
President James Buchanan to retain troops slated for the Mormon 
expedition at Fort Leavenworth. Short on soldiers and with a 
treacherous supply line, Colonel Albert Sidney Johnston’s Utah 
Army relied on Fort Laramie as a base of operations.

The outbreak of the Civil War heightened the importance of 
the mail routes and telegraph lines snaking through the West to 
California. Charged with protecting these vital communications, 
the fort was manned with galvanized Yankees, Confederate pris-
oners who agreed to go west. The Indian problem did not go 
away with the conclusion of the Civil War; in fact it became worse 
as the iron horse made its way on to the scene. Laramie became a 

major military supply depot providing logistics for army patrols 
arrayed throughout the plains.

McChristian’s research is thorough, drawing as it does upon 
manuscripts from the Fort Laramie National Historic Site. The 
author does assume an inherent knowledge of nineteenth-cen-
tury western geography. Several maps are included in the center 
of the book, but additional maps dispersed throughout the chap-
ters would appeal to novice readers. Although the author does 
stick to his thesis that Laramie was the quintessential frontier fort, 
he sometimes veers, providing more narrative than is required 
for a history of this important citadel. True to his former profes-
sion, McChristian does cover the fort’s transition from an old, de-
crepit army base to a national treasure. For a detailed account of 
the tenuous interdependence between soldiers, Indians, civilians, 
and politicians that shaped the United States’ experience on the 
Great Plains, this volume is a must read.

Reviewed by William E. Whyte III, adjunct professor of history, 
Northampton Community College, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
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research can be performed. “On this point, the jury is still out,” he 
contends, though he then proceeds with his discussion as though 
the jury is in (p. 173). 

Do these flaws nullify the “race” part of Adams’s thesis? No. 
Race absolutely mattered in the western army, as this reviewer 
and others have argued multiple times. But Adams treats race in 
simplistic fashion, beginning with a binary understanding of it 
as a “white/black” phenomenon. Though racial bigotry certainly 
existed, black and white soldiers often formed common cause and 
defended each other from Native American and Hispanic com-
batants, as well as from hostile whites. By sidestepping previous 
studies that show how military service in some cases eroded the 
color line between enlisted men, Adams also opens his class argu-
ment to criticism. At Fort Hays, Kansas, in the 1860s, and again at 
Fort Concho, Texas, in the 1880s, commanding officers made en-
emies of local elites—with whom they shared class interests—by 
championing the rights of soldiers who suffered violence in civil-
ian communities. Though his evidence and analysis have merit, 
Adams is obliged to consider the myriad examples of military 
solidarity that transcended race and class, examples that more 
thorough secondary research might have revealed.

Finally, Adams’s use of the terms “frontier” and “West” in his 
title seem questionable given that regional context is not really 
a concern in his work. If the intent is to treat the army as a na-
tional institution, a microcosm of national society, then why not 
also examine the Reconstruction army that occupied the South 
until 1877? Bringing the western military out of its “saddles and 
boots” mold and into the folds of social history is no easy feat. So 
if Class and Race in the Frontier Army disappoints, it is because its 
goals are unusually high.

Reviewed by James N. Leiker, associate professor of history, John-
son County Community College, Overland Park, Kansas.

Class and Race in the Frontier Army: Military Life in 
the West, 1870–1890
by Kevin Adams

xvi + 276 pages, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.  
Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2009, cloth $34.95.

Most academics tend to relegate western military history to 
the popular entertainment bin. With some justification, they re-
gard the topic as an obsessive fascination with campaign minu-
tiae and never-ending micro-studies of Little Big Horn. Therefore, 
when a work appears that tries to inject more sophisticated ques-
tions and methods, scholars should take notice. Kevin Adams, an 
assistant professor of history at Kent State University, presents an 
ambitious social and cultural history that treats the western army 
as a lens for better understanding Gilded Age America. His basic 
thesis is that class differences—reflected in officers’ protection of 
their privileged status—overshadowed ethnicity. 

Adams situates his study within the historiographical trajec-
tory of whiteness studies, taking aim at theses proffered by David 
Roediger and Matthew Jacobson claiming that European immi-
grants faced different degrees of racialized “whiteness.” Pointing 
to a post-Civil War army that was 40 percent foreign-born, Ad-
ams contends that race only mattered in the intersection between 
whites and non-whites, and that class—not native or foreign ori-
gin—formed the definitive basis for stratification. Why this should 
be such a concern remains a mystery, since no previous literature 
posits ethnicity in the army as paramount. Nonetheless, Adams 
offers a compelling argument for the army as a class-based insti-
tution. Often recruited from genteel backgrounds and educated 
in elite schools, officers comprised a well-read, highly cultured 
caste of Victorian gentry, men who spent elaborate personal sums 
to maintain social distance from enlisted soldiers. Adams deliv-
ers well on the mention in his subtitle  of “military life,” by ex-
amining food, clothing, leisure, reading material, and other daily 
considerations. Enlisted men embraced the ideology of Jackso-
nian equality and formed a working-class consciousness that oc-
casionally erupted into conflict with their official “betters.”

Adams weakens his study considerably with a distracting—
and seriously flawed—chapter on race. His exaggerated term 
“officially sanctioned racism,” used when describing segregated 
African American regiments, distorts the purpose of the 1866 leg-
islation that established them as a way of reserving, not excluding, 
a place for freedmen in the regular army. Intent on proving in-
stitutional racism, Adams makes sweeping generalizations from 
anecdotal evidence drawn excessively from the Army and Navy 
Journal or from sympathetic secondary sources, but makes little 
or no use of post and regimental returns, court-martial records, 
or other primary documents. In a particularly egregious instance, 
he unearths William Leckie’s 1967 claim that black regiments suf-
fered discrimination with regard to supplies and equipment—a 
claim mostly disproved in William A. Dobak and Thomas D. Phil-
lips’s The Black Regulars, 1866–1898. Adams acknowledges Dobak 
and Phillips’s assertion but dismisses it until more comparative 
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