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A defining period in American history, the Civil War was 
fought across thousands of miles with the largest volunteer and 
conscription armies in the nation’s history. Among those caught 
up in the conflagration were Native Americans, particularly 
those living in the border areas of Kansas, Missouri, and Indian 
Territory. Thousands of American Indians made the decision 
to fight, recognizing their already fragile positions with white 
Americans. Nearly thirty thousand ultimately served in both 
the Union and Confederate armies.  

The Confederacy was the first to recruit native troops, an act 
made easier by the federal government’s abandonment of mili-
tary posts in Indian Territory. As Greg Olson explains in his 
article, many members of the Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokees, 
Creeks, Seminoles, Chickasaws, and Choctaws) viewed this as 
a breach of federal treaties. Thus, deserted by the Union, they 
felt forced to ally themselves with the South. Brigadier-General 
Albert Pike, an Indian agent who was known and trusted by 
many Native people in the territory, conducted treaty negotia-
tions on behalf of the Confederate government.  

In 1862, Pike would lead approximately 3500 native sol-
diers into battle at Pea Ridge, the first major battle of the Civil 
War to involve Indian troops. Union forces assigned to keep 
Missouri in the Union had successfully driven the Confederate 

Missouri State Guard under Major General Sterling Price out 
of the state and into northwestern Arkansas. Seeking to end 
the Confederate threat in the region once and for all, Union 
Brigadier General Samuel R. Curtis led his Army of the 
Southwest in pursuit. As determined as Curtis was to defeat 
the secessionists, his opponent, newly appointed Major General 
Earl Van Dorn, was intent on destroying the Union Army and 
retaking control of Missouri. The two sides met on March 7 
near Elkhorn Tavern on the Pea Ridge Plateau, a local com-
ponent of the Ozark Mountains. Despite initial success, Van 
Dorn was forced to retreat on March 8 due to the lack of sup-
plies, particularly ammunition. The Confederate defeat allowed 
Union forces to maintain control of Missouri until Price’s raid 
in 1864.

Following the Battle of Pea Ridge, the Ioways joined the 
fight against the Confederacy, enlisting in the Thirteenth 
Regiment Kansas Volunteer Infantry. As Greg Olson shows, 
they became swept up into similar battles as that at Pea Ridge, 
including Cane Hill and Prairie Grove. When the Civil War 
ended in 1865, the Ioways, having acculturated through adop-
tion of European American ways and military service, remained 
on their land in Kansas. 

1889 painting of the Battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, 
Washington, D.C. 
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is especially well-suited to the study of Kansas, agricultural, and 
environmental history. As a Land Grant school whose culture 
and economy have historically been shaped by the economy in 
the state, the history of Kansas holds a venerable place in the 
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