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Women’s War: Fighting and Surviving the American Civil 
War. By Stephanie McCurry. (Cambridge, MA: Belknap 
Press, 2019, 320 pages, cloth $26.95.)

This book examines the active roles that women 
of the Confederacy played during the Civil War 
era through the lives of several women on different 
yet connected paths. Clara Judd was a Confederate 
spy who challenged her imprisonment. Enslaved 
women self-emancipated and crossed Union lines. 
And Gertrude Thomas, having lost her social and 
economic status, charted a new path forward under 
starkly different circumstances during Reconstruction. 
Altogether, their actions were not uncommon across the 
Confederate and border states. 

Headwinds. By Edna Bell-Pearson. (Emporia, KS: 
Meadowlark Books, 2019, i + 321 pages, paper $21.95.)

World War II completely changed the impact of 
aviation in America, both economically and culturally. 
This change is one of the main themes presented in 
Headwinds, a memoir by Edna Bell-Pearson, who is 
famous for becoming the first private female pilot in 
Kansas. She describes the economic consequences 
created through the establishment of a hangar in 
Liberal, Kansas; the increase in aviation-centered 
careers; and the creation of her legacy. Through detailed 
anecdotes, readers are provided with a personal look 
into the thrilling, inspiring, and troubling steps taken by 
Bell-Pearson to not only receive her pilot’s license but 
also create a lasting mark on Kansas’s aviation history. 

Women of Empire: Nineteenth-Century Army Officers’ 
Wives in India and the U.S. West. By Verity McInnis. (Nor-
man: University of Oklahoma Press, 2017, 290 pages, 
$34.95.)

When describing nineteenth-century America’s road 
to expansion, the typical narratives focus on the ef-
forts of men. McInnis’s comparative history of military 
wives expands on the existing literature and shows that 
soldiers were not the only agents of empire on these ex-
peditions. Throughout the nine chapters, themes of do-
mesticity, feminization, and respectability are compared 
to the actual situations in which these women found 
themselves. Their circumstances often allowed them to 
challenge traditional gender roles. This premise is inter-
esting in its own right, and McInnis’s inclusion of con-
temporary written accounts by these army wives helps 
to engage the reader further. This work is recommended 
to those interested in a gendered approach to military 
history and the theme of manifest destiny.

God in Eisenhower’s Life, Military Career, and Presidency. 
By Jerry Bergman. (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Pub-
lishers, 2019, xx + 206 pages, paper $27.00.) 

This book takes a closer look at the influence of reli-
gion in President Dwight Eisenhower’s life during both 
his time in the military and as president of the United 
States. Bergman covers the entirety of the thirty-fourth 
president’s life from his childhood in Abilene, Kansas, 
to his death at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C. The author argues that Eisenhower’s 
devotion to God helped him make many difficult deci-
sions throughout his life and military and political ca-
reers.  

Life on Muskrat Creek: A Homestead Family in Wyoming. 
By Ethel Waxham Love and J. David Love. Edited by 
Frances Love Froidevaux and Barbara Love. (Bethle-
hem, PA: Lehigh University Press, 2018, xxxvii + 250 
pages, cloth $40.00.)

Everyday life on an isolated ranch in Wyoming be-
tween 1910 and 1925 is vividly recounted here through 
the writings of Ethel Waxham Love and her son David. 
Ethel, a graduate of Wesley who moved to Wyoming to 
become a schoolteacher and married a Scottish rancher, 
describes raising children without the support of ex-
tended family, friends, or neighbors. David recounts his 
childhood in a place so remote there was no local school 
to attend and where his family confronted challenge af-
ter challenge, including poor harvests, extreme weather, 
dangerous wildlife, and sickness. The writing is excel-
lent and gripping, and the account provides a detailed 
look at the early twentieth-century West from the per-
spective of women and children.

The Grand Western Railroad Game: The History of Chicago, 
Rock Island, & Pacific Railroads. Vol. I, The Empire Years: 
1850 Up to the Great War. By Robert S. Farnsworth. 
(Pittsburgh, PA: Dorrance Publishing Co., 2017, xxvi + 
698 pages, paper $37.00.)

Farnsworth has researched and written a nearly 
encyclopedic reference work on the history of the Chicago, 
Rock Island, & Pacific Railroad. He takes the story of this 
company from its inception up to the beginning of World 
War I. Farnsworth is not a historian by profession, but 
comes by his credentials through a successful career as 
a corporate manager and public official in the railroad 
industry. Farnsworth treats scores of railroad companies 
and their owners. He lays bare many of the intrigues of 
building a continental railroad network. Readers of this 
journal will probably be most interested in his chapter 
highlighting the building of the road through Kansas.
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