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|PETER BRYANTS lettes at the end o tho period 18541861

present a picture of a Kansas homesteader who turned jay-
oty s g rTae] e M
bord

er.

Bryant’s jayhawking experience was brief. He soon became dis-
illusioned with guerrilla warfare as a means of furthering the
Northern cause. Resolved to enlist in the regular army, as his
Illinois friends were doing, he gave all of his equipment except a
mule and a pony to “the government boys” and journeyed back to
the old home in Princeton. Once there, he found that his father
was ill and that his brother Mark needed assistance on the family
farm, for at least one season. Peter gave the needed help, but all
during the summer of 1862 he watched with keen excitement the
progress of the war and the individual fortunes of those of his
fellow townsmen who were already fighting for the Union. By the
fall of 1862 Peter himself had enlisted.

The first letter in the group below was written just after his return
to Princeton, to his brother Cullen, at West Point.

PruxceroN, Bureau Co,, TLumors
Jan. 8rd 1862
Dear Bromsn [Currex]

1 suspect you think it is high time to hear from me again. From what I
wrote you in my last, I presume you will not be surprised to lear that T am
back to the old homestead again.

Folks and things have changed a good deal since I went away. Our little
girls have grown to be women, Had I met Chat [his sister Charity] on the
street, T should not have known her. All those who were younkets” then are
in about the same fix. The town has grown some. A mew Courthouse, &c.
Unclo John has tom up.the old front part of his howso. and bullt new, has
improved the looks wonderfully,

T got home last Saturday night. The folks had prety much given up my
coming. Was delayed some on the e bridge across the Chariton
Grver, in central Missouri] was burnt the |ught before, and we had to wait for

e train from the cast. This kept us nearly all day. Afterwards the mlhmds
tried to blow us up, but luckily their powder (which was placed under
bridge or culvert) didn't explode untlafter we had crossed.  They, aftr raids,
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bumt another bridge so that the H & St. Jo [Hannibal and St. Joseph] zoad

i at present a good deal crippled. The scamps that tore up the North{ern] Mo.
R. R. were caught and some of them

Military matters here aro below per. Winslow's6? regiment that was

q.mmd at the Fair Grounds ran away from him, were going to St. Louis
But were arrested at Alton and sent to Chicago. Three or four of them came
home, and a day or two since some officers came and arrested them, but before
they could get them on the cars all four of them had got away. Al Walters,

Abe 1.14. # and Les Piatt were three of them. Old John Walton was very
indign

ean ind hardly of the young fellows that I used to b acquninted with,
most of them having gone to the wars. New Years was pretty dry, save perhaps
at private dinners. They had a Festival at the Methodist Church, but not be-
ing of a religious tum 1 didn’t go. At night, Charley Brown and two or three
others got drunk and tore around s of old. Charley enlisted in Elliott’s com-
pany, but at the fight at Big River bridge was taken prisoner and swom

[parcled on oath not to fight again]. Sol Hauck is in the army. Methinks
there would not be so much surrendering if the rebels used them as they did
my boys when they caught them: i. . treat them to a hempen n

The folks are all well. It has been sleeting this moming, and father went
out doors and slipped down and bumped bis head, I think not very seriously.
1 do not think he is so tough as when I went away.

P. Bavant
Prmxcerox, Buneau Co., TLLNois
March 2nd 1862
Dean Brotmen [Covren]

Your letter of Feb. 19th is at hand. You seem considerably elated at the
success of our arms in Tennessee. Well, I like it pretty well, too. The Bureau
County boys got off first-rate, only seven or eight wounded. AIf Clark got a
letter from Fred Wood. He says they were a good deal excited, but didn't
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think anything about running. _Elliot¢s recruits left here for St. Louis last
Tuesday. Charley Brown, Ed Wiswall, & Sam Adley & Ike Hughs went®
Ho wated me t go down vith them for company,but 1 cut my oot Ik the
dovl few days before that and was obliged to stay at homse. Tuliam, 1

't New Madsid down o the southosst past of Missouri  IF Elictts had
been 8 cavelry compeny, 1 should have ealisted with him. 1 don't ke the
idea of footing it at all, especially as high private.

T just received a letter from Frank. He is teaching school. Chet was
e 0 o by o e e e s
a week. At last ho concluded to “shell out.” Bully for him.

Al s ooy wiaa? § il S ad ', ks
of the palsy a few days since. It was thought that he would not recover, but
L coi i b e ek Lk ey
much well now. E. Chapman’s wife slipped and fell at the comer of the
American 90 and broke her thigh.

We are having fine sleighing here, I believe we have had the most this
winter that I ever knew. We take a ride with a girl once in a while as a
matter of course. 1 presume “Stinkey” or other “powers” don't allow you that
privilege very often. They have had two dancing parties at Freeman’s lately.
They went off finely. 1 have not been to any of the cotillion parties at the
American this winter. Dollars are too har

Dee is going to move to Iowa this spring. He has bought a farm
out there. ‘Tom Robinson 67 has come home from Pike's Peak, is going back
again in the spring. George and his wife (Eliza Wiggins) are keeping hotel

J. V. Thompson ® has come home. He has been to Baltimore,
for some “commurrin in his guts” Says he didn't see but two
while he was gone. Everybody for the Union, but slavery
must be perpetuated, and that is his doctrine. By G--d, such fellows ought
to be sent to Ft. Warren % or hell. I suppose Jo was in his element at Balti-
more. T believe there js where the first blood of this rebellion was spilled.
1 think the d--d hole ought to be wiped out and Jo with it. I wouldu't give
a curse for this Union if the war ends without abolishing slavery. All well.

Peren Brvaxt

PrixceTo, Bureau County, Irimors

‘April 13th 1862
Dear Bromren [Corzex]

1 received your letter of March 23rd in due time.

Since then, our boys have achieved another glorious victory ™0 over the
cursed minions of slavery.

Clogles B T (see It of Jamary 5. 1863). Edward Wowall, Segel
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he Bureau County boys were in the hardest of the fight. We have not
heard who was killed, but I am afraid that a good many of them have gone
Three of our citizens, Steve Paddock, Dr. Shugart, and
Fisher,7? have gone down to look after them and bring home the body of
Maj. Page, who was killed. The body will be buried by the Masons, of which
Society he was a member. His wife has the consumption, and the news almost
Killed her, It is thought that she will soon go, too. Capt. Ferris, Swain, and
Manser (Ed Cobb's company) are wounded.72 The boys of the 57th behaved
like veterans. Bully for
1 think I shall stay here this summer. Father wants me to work some of
his land and help take care of things, His health is poor. The farm didn't
Mark had two men all summer, and they did a good
deal of work, but produce s almost worthless, and a few years more of such
‘management will run the whole thing into the ground. T think I shall put in
about 25 acres of com and put as much of it into beef as I can.
‘We sowed wheat last Friday. It has been very wet this spring, and this is the

‘The cows ought to average $24.
T don’t remember much of the gossip that is afloat. Captain Swift is dead,
and Lucien Smith married, Dr. Swanzy got tight up in town the other day
and said that Ed Bryant was soon going to marry a Miss McDuffie that lives at
his house, that they were going to have a grand wedding, invite all the
relatives and everybody else® The report has gained some currency, but I
don't know anything about the truth of it. Frank Dee started for Towa about
a week ago, and Comelius Green sent a constable after him for $18 wages
that he claimed. He got a judgment of $1.00. Frank had to pay costs, so he
didn't make much. I suppose you knew Henry Martin was married last year.
He has got a boy. They live in Muscatine, Park Newell is going into the
grocery business in Trenton. Lige is buying catle for Lovejoy. Jas. Rosen-
straus has got home. The folks are all well
P. Brvant
During this spring and summer interlude at his old home in
Princeton, TIL, Peter received scraps of news from his friend and
farming partner Frank Pomeroy in Holton, Kan, Franks cryptic
comments on marital and domestic matters occurred either just
before or shortly after Peter married Henrietta Bacon ™ at Henne-
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pin, Tll. The couple were married by a justice of the peace on
September 1, 1862, Two of Frank's letters, undated and without
salutation, follow:

That Oct. [?] Indian speculation busted. I am glad of it. Amanda says
£ you are ashamed to own that you are maried, you had better come to
Kansas. When are you coming backP Mandy sends her love. What will the
chance be for getting money on that note this fall. I have got to have some
money this fall. I am going to build. I have most of the lumber ready.

Four fellows passed a counterfeit five Gold on West the other day. The
same day tl passed another on Seaman north of Holton. He found it out
and followed them over here. He got Landon. He caught them. They
[presumably the “gold” pieces] are heavy. Their steel shows.

Frang.
The Kansas 5th is at Rolla, Missouri [insertion at top of page]

uly
1 have sent you several papers since I wrote you. Among them were two
copies of the Leavlenworth] Inquirer seceesh. Gen Blunt™ has squelched
it and put the proprietors in prison. Good. You wish to know what girl I go
to see. I see so many that I can’t name any in particular. Chet and his
woman make [out?] very well. I think about six months more will prove it.
The women are not very careful about desecrating your cabin. They do with
it about as they please. Pete Dickson is out on the Blue. Tom Anderson has
‘gone with the Kansas boys to Corrinth. He got a clerkship in the Com[missary]
rtment. Dave and Lish still on the old track, I believe I have answered

all the questions which you asked.

Franx

We are going to celebrate the fourth [Fourth of July?] in Holetown [Holton]
S. . School. [insertion at top of page]

Tn August, 1862, Peter enlisted in Company K of the 93d regiment,
Illinois volunteer infantry. His company was first organized in
Bureau county, Illinois, August 19, as the “Princeton Guards.” The
regiment itself was organized September 8. It was sent to Chicago
on September 17, where on October 13 Company K and the other
regimental elements were mustered into the service of the United
States “for three years or during the war.”

Peter took his new bride Henrietta Bacon with him during his
two-month encampment at Chicago. On November 9 the regiment
left Chicago, via the Illinois Central railroad, for Cairo, where they
embarked on a steamboat for Columbus, Ky. Shortly afterward they
received orders to proceed to Memphis, Tenn. On November 12
the steamer ran aground on a sand bar, The troops disembarked,
marched for two miles on the Arkansas side, and then re-embarked,
only to suffer the same inconvenience a second time. They finally

75. Beig. Gen. James G. Blunt, in command of the Department of Kansas in 1802

31261
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reached Memphis on November 14 and were assigned to Col. R. P.
Buckland'’s brigade, of General Lauman’s division, in the right wing
of the Army of West Tennessee. By this time Forts Henry and
Donelson had already fallen into federal hands and the Battle of
Shiloh had been fought and won by the Union forces as a massive
holding action in spite of extremely heavy losses. Peter’s 93d regi-
ment was ready for action in Grant's Vicksburg campaign. In high
spirits, Peter at last found time to write to his two brothers.
Caoer Noan Mixms To
Nov. 22nd 1

Dean Broruen [presumably Cuven]

1 received a letter from you while we were in camp at Chicago, but neg-
lected to answer it until I had so much business to attend to that I couldn’t.

‘We left Chicago on the 9th, and after rail-riding and scraping sand bars for
five days we arrived at this place safe and sound without being (ired into or in
any other way misused by the rebels, although while g down the river we
tied up our old scow every night in order to prevent accidents and casualties,
and from sundown until daylight the next moming nexther military discipline
nnr mb:l property were very much above par.

resent we are encamped about 2K miles south of Memphis in a pleasant
gmvc ‘within range of the guns of Ft. Pickering on the one side and the sound
of guerilla rifles on the other. Our pickets are fired into almost every night
by them and occasionally captured, and about s often our side captures some
of them. In either case they are paroled and sent back. One company of our
regiment were out on a scout yesterday aftemoon and took three prisoners.
They were the first (except two that we took while coming down the river)
that wo have had the honor of ctching.

Our company has not gone out s g yet as a company, though we oc-
casionally send out squads. Last mgh( 1 had the honor of commanding one
consisting of 20 picked men. We made it pay. Everything eatable in the
hape of turkeys, chickens, pigs, cabbages, sweet potatoes, and honey had to
suffer, for we believe in making this a self-sustaining war, and consequently
oramped” provisions enough 0 st a woek,Lisucnant Gray ™ is oo toight
to attend some bee hives that we “spotted.” I tell you it is glorious fun.

" but we don’t have quite so free a swing nor

so large a scale as in days gone by. Our Colonel says, “Go in, boys,

but be careful and not get cauzht.” We don't ask anything more. I don't be-

lieve our regiment will ever unrd ‘much rebel property. But I had akmost for-

gotten to tell you where to find us

o/ tn. Lasesa lickms i F, B gl commando? by, Golomel

Buckland. The other regiments under him are the 114th Illinois, the 72nd
Ofhio], and the 32nd and 93rd Ind[iana). The latter, it is said, will be

changed for another so that the two may not be confounded, I have not seen

second captain, of X Compuny, was dismissed from servcs

X G
aCreslt
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General Lauman yet. Old [Brig. Gen. James W.] Denver commands, at re-
views. They are collcting o lrgo forco at this plae. At present there are
about 40,000 troops in this vicinity, and it is supposed by our officers that there
will be a big stike made somewhere before long, DB b Vi,
but Tl tell you about it when the time c

L6 B Bt o e Tiah Chago.. My Wi v s vip
with me whil there, and she fel pretty bad when I sent her home. 1 tll you
she is a busom little gir), if father does think it was a foolish job. Al well and
itching for fight and plunder.

P. Brvant
@i T i
Nov. 24th 1
Dear Brorazn [presumably Mancus]

We are full of business as we can be now, or I should have written you
before. We are stationed, o rather camped, about 2% miles south of Memphis
in a splendid place, plenty of wood and water and weather like May. I
wouldn’t mind staying here all winter, but that is out of the question.

‘This moming we received orders to march on Wednesday moming
don't know where we are going, but think it probably to Holly Springs, ]
45 miles S. E. from here. If so, we will have work to do soon.

Within the past two weeks there has been a large force concentrating at this
‘point, and there are at present in this vicinity about 40,000 troops. We are in
Gen. Lauman's division in the 5th Brigade commanded by Col. Buckland (act-
ing Brig Gen.) of the 72nd Ohio. In the same brigade are the 114th Illinois],
32nd Wis[consin], 72ad Ofhiol, and 95rd Indliana].

“The health of the regiment is tolerably good. 82, T think, are in the hos-

No very serious cases. More sick from Fisher's Company than any
Three from ours. Norton is a litlle under the weather, but 1 think
LR T day or two.T™ T took a bad cold while coming down
the river. Our company was quartered on the hurricane deck, and it was a
e i s
We live like kings just now. On the way down here we had rather hard
fodder, pilot bread and raw ham and sometimes coffee. Now we a
up for it. What the quartermaster don't furish we press from the planters
around here, and I tell you pigs, chickens, sweet potatoes, and honey and
everything in that line has to suffer. I have been out foraging two or three
times, and it comes perfectly natoral. Capt. [John W.] Hopkins' company
[Company I] were out on picket duty yesterday, and this moming 22 nigs,
§ mules, 1 hore, and o aggocload of household fumiture belonging to said
to their lines for protection, and close on their heels came an over-
seer, and they captured the whole lot and brought them into camp, where they
are at present a good deal tickled at their success. This moming Company
H (Neponset) went out and confscated two mules, a waggon, Nig, dog, lot of
hams, chickens two, barrels sugar, ditto molasses, and various other things
Colmpany] K is not behindhand. - We've got three Nigs and expect to have
‘mules before night. The Collonel] says, “Go in, boys, but don’t be taken nor
waste anything.” That is all we want if he will stick to it.
her's Co” was Company 1, commanded by Capt, Ellis Fisher: “Norton'™ was

Nort
Frincis W Kortons of Bovers compeny-—ToH. - Nonon, wes oentoned, ki i the Joroe of
a1, 1608, 35 wan I S Brobibily, the F. W, Norion who maried Peters ster
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I can't tell you when I'll write again, but when you write, direct to P. B.
98rd Regt. Tl Vol[unteer] via Cairo. Report has just come in that a man just
died in the hospital. Name was Galbraith, Brown’s (Wyanet) co[mpany].”

PruxceToN, Bureau Co,, Tuw{mois]
Jan, 27th 1863
Dean Broruen [Curren)

T received your letter dated Jan. 15th this moming. I presume you will be
somewhat surprised to know that I am here and honorably discharged 7 from
the U. . service. Such is the case. I was taken, while below Oxford, Miss.,
with the typhoid fever, and on the 21st of Dec. sent to the hospital, where T
remained until the lst of January nearer dead than alive, when they sent me
home with the pleasant information that I was going to die of consumption.

1 tried to obtain a furlough so that T might go back again, but they would not
gmn( it, saying I never would be fit for service again. Now I propose to prove
tiat they wo L, and am acting accordingly. Ten days ago when I left
el o) a7 13]Gl ot o
e e s e i John's and back, and I can eat like the
devil anything and everything that can be chewed.

As to consumption, I don't believe there is anything to it. T don't see but
what my lungs are strong as ever they were, but the consumption of digestion
viands since I came here has been devilishly on the increase.

regiment was not at Vicksburg, as you anticipated. They are not at

and at the time of the attack on Vicksburg were 15 miles east of Memphis
guarding the Charleston and Miss[issippil R. R. But the day that I left
Memphis I saw Capt. Lloyd,% and he told me that they had marching orders,
and their destination was probably mGehurg He told me also that on the day
before, parts of the Companies “I" “K” were out foraging and were fired
upon by guerillas and Sergt. Maj. Hnncy Trimble 81 wounded and taken
prisoner along with five others. I have since heard that Trimble received
a flesh wound through the arm and has been paroled. Lt. Gray had just been
placed under arrest for cutting the string of a gag that had been put on one
of our boys for drunkenness and was choking the cuss until he got black in the
face. Gray couldn’t stand it. I admire his pluck. He is a bully officer.

e loss in our company when I left was 1 dead, 1 deserted, 2 missing
(probably killed by guerillas), and 1 discharged.82 The boys are generally
healthy, but have been marched almost to death.

aven't written a word about home but will next time. There is lots of
home gossip,—news to us, you know. All are well. Kate sends love.

P. Bryant

o e e e e
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PrunceroN, Buneau Co. [Iuimvors]
March 1st 1863
Dean Bromzn [Cuven]

T want to know why the devil you don't write to me. Not that I care any-
thing about it, but do you know that you are keeping the Folks in a great
sweat and splutter because you have not written home for three months, Mother
thinks you have got into some d-d scrape that you don’t want her to know

anything about. She don't seem to realize that you are big enough to take care
of yourself, Please write and relieve her ansiety.

‘am not gaining very fast in health. 1 have had two attacks of the fever
since T came home, brought on both times by trying to chop a little wood.
1 find that work and I can't agree yet, though I swear I hate to lounge around
the house doing nothing. I don't know whether I will be able to work any
next summer or not. 1 tell you soldiering has used me up badly, or rather the
d-d stinking water that we had to drink.

“The regiment is stationed at Memphis now and can muster only about 500
effective men, and when we left Chicago we had 953, 50 you see that 1 am
not the only sick one. Last Saturday they brought home the body of Orderly
Sergt. Reed of Fishers company. He had been discharged and died on

Kionan is 2nd Lieut, in that company now, Capt, Fisher

scharged and camo home, died of consump-
tion, the surgeon’s name for “mnkmg water.”

Quite a number of boys have deserted fm.n our regiment, and I swear T
can’t blame them much, for there is not much to encourage a soldier now
while guerillas lurk around on every side ready to shoot him down. It has
tumed out just as I predicted to you last summer—a guerilla warfare, and
unless a different policy is pursued, this war will not end in twenty years. By

, we have got to kill, bum, and destroy every d-d thing in the South
as fast as we come to it for we can’t conquer the devils until we make them
taste cold lead, and there is no sense in keeping our large army down there to
die off with discase. The way things are going, 1 don't know but what we
shall want an army at home before long. The Copperheads had a meeting
in the Courthouse the other day, and I understand that Jo. V. Thompson and
Kendall % recommended opposition to the administration by force of arms
unless the President recall his emancipation and Nigger regiment policy. You

 that how much the damned hounds think of the Govemment.
But there is @ Union League  here that I won't say anything about.

Folks are well as usual.

Peren Breant
The soldiers mentioned. in s paragravh are William T. Reed, discharged.for
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T meant to have given you a history of some [of] Amanda’s S shines, but T
will have to wait until next time. They say that she is going to be married soon
to Matthews [insertion at top of first page]
Pancsros, Bunesy Co uu{mou]
pril 19th 1
Dean Brorsen (Cuw

T received yous ot o March 220 in e time, and I have your reasons for
not answering it sooner: first, too d--d lazy; next, nothing to write about.

Kate and I are living at Cyrus's now, and Mark and I are running the farm,
or rather Mark, for I can't do much, not having got over the ffects of going to
war yet, and 1 am beginning to think it a little “mixed” if I ever do get entirely
over it.

1 had a letter from the regiment yesterday. They have been up the Yazoo
ass 57 and come back again, and were, at the time of writing (Aprl lst)
encamped on the Ark[ansas] side below Helena and expected to go to Vicks-
burg soon. There was one man shot by guerillas on the trip up the pass. He
was of Lloyd's company, name Chester Tracy.55

You say that you suppose from the looks of my photography that 1 must
have been a sergeant. I had not got my stripes on when that was taken, but
T supposed that T had told you that I was orderly sergleant]. Jim Martin has

e place now. Newell Bacon 89 s 3d serg[eant], Frank Norton 1st corp[oral].
T was told after I got into the hospital that at the time T was taken sick there
was a plan being concocted to make me capt[ain] of the company. The boys
don't like Lloyde, and every one of them signed a petition asking him to resign,
ehich they Ranviod o b, b the 0l Sl Gt ke sy fokes oA Tho
last letter I got from the regiment says they are going to give him another,
and they will give me a lift if I will come down there, but there is no use of
whining, for I can't do half a day’s work at home. I can't stand it down there,

You ask concerning Amanda. Well, the girl is dished at last. The deed
was consummated on the 19th of March and to Newell Matthews. She
‘promised to “love, honor, and obey,” and thereby hangs a tale. Pap is mad at
Mathews. Says he is a scoundrel and talks accordingly. Amanda used to board
at our house, and Matthews comes a-wooing, and one night Cyrus told him that
if he darkened his doors again he would kick his dirty a-s out thereof, Where-
upon Amanda was wroth and went to Boss Everett’s  to board and spark in
peace, and Matthews went to Tiskilwa to teach and was taken sick, and she
T el Uik et s o o ke ik Sl ot b
place at the Union School. It created quite a splutter, Amanda was a sad

en, oh Gods, you should have heard Aunt Boss rave. She rang the
changes long and loud about the evil doings of said Cyrus, then waded right into

88, Amanda Toven, S Itersof Jly 22, 1880 Apel 1, 1803, Sepember 20,1803

o Clty,"nd e
Forications 3t she. 3kt proved. fmpregmabic, Boverer
Dton foree haa to furn back on Apel S Trimble, o ot Db 10-31.
0.

ritta Bac
50; Jumes Smith Evekt { 19031680). of Princas, brother of Petrs mothe,
By By, 30 Poaband of Hosret Cordelia 1 Everet e A neioned
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Paine, Ryan,9t and various others, and was going to raise all hell if the mater
wasn't righted. You know she can talk a perfect diarhea naturally, and she did
her bulliest then. Aunt Louise 92 helped as usual. But matters have cooled
off now, and Amanda is teaching a large select school over Carse’s old store.
Think she isn't quite so much
she saw the priest, and perhaps in time she’
‘At present, as all fomances end, T suppose she is living happily without caring
a fig for the rest of the world.
Prren
Pruxcerox, Buneau Co,, Tuwliois]
Sept. 20th 1863
Dean Brosen [Cuwiex]
have received your letter of Sept. 6th. Had begun to think that you was
never going to write again.

Father got home only a day or two ago. He staid longer than he intended
to at first. Went up into New Hampshire to visit the Fish's® His health is
a good deal better than when he went away.

Uncle Arthur came back the same day and with him Mrs. Ellen Mitchell
of Dalton, Mass. I have not seen her yet. There is a Mr. Clark and wife of
Ohio here on a visit just now. I believe they are cousins to Mother.

Everett 9 i here at present, though I believe he intends to leave soon.

and her husband Mr. Chapman are living in town. I believe they are expecting
a young chap along soon. Amanda is teaching a select school, doing pretty well
1 think.

Mathews was defeted Jn the nomiation for School Commissioner] by
C. C. Covell % of Buda. Z. S. Hills came very near getting it, but was de-
feated by a combination of Mathews & Covell. Dr. Allen has been nominated
for County Treasurer. _His opponent is Elder Walker,?7 an independent candi-
date to be supported by milk-and-water Republicans, Conservatives, and Cop-
perheads. Don't know what they can do, but hope they may be damned to
Hottest hell. They have got the Union League to work against, and I think that
will be our litfle opposition. Frank Walker was expelled from the League a few
days ago. He got mad because they were not inclined to support his father,
and in retaliation told the Copperheads ll the secrets and doings of the League.
They think it is a pretty big thing, but I rather think it will setfle Frank
Walker's hash as far as his character for truth and veracity is concemed.

Militia companies are being organized throughout the state to prevent in-
vasion and domestic brawls if necessary. They have started one here. You
the gc‘onfiﬁi‘r'l’lyy ot e IGhE Bave heeh 'Ji:ﬁéﬂf“«"; e istaiants Beobonant

Losiea’ Chary Brvant Olds (1807-1508). siter of Poters futher and wite of

Bl o Frcor
A gemarl hore Tt 17 . 24 M. Care, of rioc ington, op. ot p. 578,
e Tt of omnry 38 1085, o S0 Fuh

ith Everett and Harrict Everett, of Princeton. See
Footgte, “Rrthic Everk died sometime prior

o7, Brobably the Rev. Levi Walker (1802-1869).
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B seen by the papensthat the bushvhackers e playing b n Kaneas,and
old Schofield 9 backs them, or rather don’t do anything to prevent them.
Hope o God o wil bo Eened out of s el T
place. There is no punishment severe enough for those damned hell hounds
except death, and it will be inflcted, Schofield to the contrary notwithstanding.
We paid up the old scores with nterest, but Lawrence has again been bumed %
our old men and children shot dead in the strects, our women ravished and
‘murdered.

By God the end is not yet. The retribution will be terrible. If the authori-

ing, it will be done without them. Those bloodthirsty

1 know the love that Kansas bears to Missouri, It will

never be forgotten. Bt Lol stop, for I'm mad. If it was not for my wife,

Td be there today. I think T shall go out there next spring—to live. I have

‘een sick with a fever for two wecks past. Had congestion of the brain, Am

better now. The Doctor said it was the natural result of my sickness last winter
and spring.

1 suppose father told you about my boy.1%9 He is growing finely. We call
him William Cull

Emily’s 101 health is very poor. Has the consumption. Do not think she
will live long.
Peren BRyaNt
1V. Tue LerTers, 1865-1906

The preceding group of letters concludes the record of the second
phase of Peter Bryant's life, his return to Illinois after jayhawking
in Missouri, his service in the Vicksburg campaign, and his con-
valescence from illness contracted as a soldier. The last phase,
from 1856 to his death in 1912, was one of productive effort as a
farmer and civic leader in the community he had migrated to before
the war, Holton, Jackson county, Kansas.

In spite of Peter’s original intention to return to Holton, Kan.,
in the spring of 1864, expressed in his letter of September 20, 1863,
he apparently remained with his wife and child at the Bryant home
in Princeton, IIl, until 1865. In April of that year, about a week
after Lees surrender and the military conclusion of the Civil War,
Peter set out with his young wife Kit and their baby son, William
Cullen, on the slow overland wagon journey to Kansas. The first
letter is from Kit, to the family in Princeton,

Mo Gen, Joke M. Schold, commander of 3 deparment of the Mt iliary
7£mu rom May 137 TR0, s ooy ST T84 a0t ke eir ey of war nGer Fhesdent

burni

9. mr..m and masscre by Wil € santil, August 21, 1863, The catier

The other children of Peter and Heritta
il m.; (is70-Tole); Fma, (87610287, and

Loy Ermona vas maried in 1806 o o Jomes ¥, ‘l“kCulmnG{ Baloio, leter of September

008 e tnformition fro e, 5. 1w

101, Frobably bl conin By Everch—See tho A, 1001, mumber of the

Quarterly, pp. 323, 823.
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Aprlil] 18, 1865

Dan MoTen AxD Sis

You are doubtless fe leg quite anxious to hear how we are getting along,

where we passed last night. ‘e ds

lm’m !luuVe about three miles south of Buda [lllmmv]
roning. . They kept us very comfortably. We were wiling to put up with
anything for the sake of getting shelter from the rain. We went to Neponsit

‘moring and left our stove and barrel (our board wagon and all ‘weighed
2500). We took dinner with David Robinson. 192 Tonight we have stopped four
miles from Lafayette with some very nice appearing sort of folks.

Willie keeps well and very good. He got pretty tired today, wanted to go
‘home to Grandma’s and Mine Harriett’s, He flies round like a bee soon as he
5 let loose. Docsn't mind being with strangers. Makes himself perfectly at
home. There were two teams left Tiskilwa a couple of hours before we did,
‘Walters and Thompson for Kansas. The man that told us seemed very anxious
e should get together, Said they were nice people, We thiak Cook kept
very still about it. He must have known it. Iam tired and will not write more
now. Affectionately yours, Kir.

Aprll] 19. 9 oclock P. M.

Rained hard this moming. The roads are quite bad. Commenced driving
about 10 o'clock this moming. Got about 20 miles. Are quartered tonight in
the barn of an old Scotchman 5 miles east of Wataga. Have good stabling for

i It s as good a bam as the one at
. “The litle man gets pretty
tired, but 1 guess he will stand it. He is gritty. {Perer]

Two months after their migration from Tllinois to Kansas, Kit

i es of a new life on the middle border,
wrote a “gritty” letter to her sisters-in-law back in Princeton. Her
brief account reveals Peter’s discouragement over the prospects of
the new homestead.

HovtoN, ]Acﬂo.v Co., Kan[sas]
June 4th 1865

i \hmxglw T'd get a letter from Chattie last night, but was disappointed.
Peter received one from Mark last week. [He] intended to have answered it
today, but the horses got started for home and he is off after them. Pet has
iever been loose befo

Willie is trying to write to you, is the greatest bother you ever saw, grows
worse every day. I went visiting the other day with him. He got Gramma’s
pipe and smoked all the aftemoon. He catched the little kitten and crammed
its mouth full of bread, milk, and com, and many other tricks as b

We are having dry weather again. If we do not have rain soon, everything
will dry up. Our com and sugar cane is up nicely. If would only rain. Some
days it seems so hot I can scarcely breathe. The wind blows a perfect gale from
the southwest most of the time, Peter s growing sick of the country. T heard
him say the other day if we had a dry season he would sell out the first chance.
Last year, and in fact every year, they only raise half a crop for want of rain.

102. See letter of March 2, 1862, and Footnote.
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‘There is not more than three good wells in the place, not one cisten. People
mostly drink slough water, wash dishes in about a pint without rinsing. I
could not eat anything at first. Now I shut my eyes and take it as it comes.

know if I had to bring water a mile o so, I [would] be as bad as they. I
think its a little mixed if I'd do it though. Frank is digging a well after so
long a time. We are not going to have fruit of any kind. The frost killed it all,

1 shall want you to make me some jelly and put up some currants and sen
or bring this fall in those self-sealing cans. 1 will send money to pay expenses.
My fruit kept very nice. I have opened two cans of apple sauce. T'was a
2ood way to put them up, so Mother can try it if she has any more.

Peter got home late last evening. I do not think he will write to Mark this
time. A man caught his horses 4 miles east of Holton going for inois fast
as they could.

1 wish you would send me that [sacque?] pattem after the gids send to
you. I expect Elijah 103 is married by this time. Did you go to the wedding?

Our things have come at last. Peter is going after them this week. He

have that box sent to a man in Leavenworth, and then we will get it
without any trouble.

We have real pretty wild flowers here. I'll send you some Sweet William
seeds this fall. They are so different from anything you have there. I'd like
some Verbenas if I thought I could keep them from freezing in the winter,
They have no house plants here.

From you[r] aff[ectionate] sister Krr Bryant
HouroN, Jackson Co., Kaxsas
August 29th 1865
Dear Brotsen [Marcus]

I received your letter containing the Medicine several days ago. They came
all right, though a few of the pills in each package were ground up, I suppose
by the fingers of curious Postmasters. Our Plost] M[aster] sent the letter up to
me by one of the neighbors and told him that I had got a package of Garden

eeds.

It days and is pretty the country.
‘The little fellows generally suffer the worst, and several have died in the neigh-
borhood (our neighborhood is larger than yours: five or six miles around).
‘We have not had any rain for a week, a trick that has not happened before

Comn is first-rate, and weeds grow finely. It has
been most too wet for potatoes, but if we can have a few days more of dry,
1 think they will come out all right. Our sugar cane is fist-rate. 1 have got
half an acre, and I rather think we will have molasses enough to do us.

Kit is driving a brisk trade with butter and eggs. She got seven old hens for
$2 and manages to sell about 4 dozlen] eggs a week, and they are worth two
bits a dozen. Butter is worth 30 cents a pound. If I had about a dozen
like the old gal I sold you and a good cellar, T could make a fortune. The
three that I have got give lots of milk, but all of them together don't make much
more butter than that one used to last summer. I have got four first-rate calves.

‘s cousin Elijsh (“Lige”) Wiswall Bryant, son of John Howard and Hrrict

108, P
Wiswall Bryant, “See leters of Deterber 5, 1554, snd ‘Otoser 39, 1565, Liach wits
was Laura S. Bryant (1846-1910). A O - =
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I wan to buy some more this fall if I can. They ask $8 a head for them,
and it is hard to buy at that, Some of the neighbors are going to Missouri to
buy this fall. They say they can be bought for $5 there, and it costs about a
dollar to get them here.

e been having some railroad meetings here, but somehow they
don't seem to do much. The idea is to get the Atchison and Pikes Peak RR
to run through Holton, but as near as I can find out, they mean to run about
ten miles north of here and leave us out in the cold 1% We are getting a

here now. They freight ig
t] and drawn by six yoke of
cattle and from 25 to 50 wagons in a train. They start 3 or 4 a week out of
Atchison, and in a busy time one a day. You can see by that where our cattle
g0 to and what need we have of a railroad here. But there is another thing
about it. When they get the railroad through, we are not going to get $150
a yoke for raw steers.

Praiie chickens aro plenty, nd 1 gt after them someimes with the gun.

1 can take them flying now almost every shot. We are

e Bava:
Howtow, JAcxsox Co, Kavs[as]
Oct. 20th 1865

Dean BrotaEs [Mancus]
1 wrote you about a month ago that I was going to want some mon
this time, and I am after it now, If you have such a thing as fifty dollars that
you don't want, it would accommodate me very much if you would let me
have it. 1 could use a hundred to pretty good advantage, but then if you are
Ty fush you need not send me so muc}
ave been having the ague some lately, and my work is getting behind-
hnnd, and I want to hire a man a month, and that will take $26. Then I
am going to build a small bam and an outside cellar, and it will take the other
$24 to buy the shingles.
rank and John Dixon 195 and I have been buming a lime kiln. We made
one big enough to hold 300 bushel, filled it up and burt it five days and five
nights, and when it cooled off there was not any lime there, and as we are all
usiness we don't know what the matter is. We are going to try
it again one of these days and see if we can't have better luck. We calculated
to sell a hundred dollars worth and came as near it that Frank posted notices
dovn in Holton “Lime for Sale,” and there has been a perfect rush to the
kiln ever since. But somehow they did not seem inclined to buy. If it had
only been lime, we could have sold it all out in four days.
Frank is going to Leavenworth tomorrow with a load of truck, principally
Kit is going to send down 20 pounds, for which she expects to get

two-year-old boy William Cullen] has had the
ague. He went at it with a vengeance, Had nine shakes in ten days, and it

Maps of 1867 show an uonamed ailead rupning through Netawaka, nine miles
nocth gf Ak, from. Atison NN 0 Bloe apids o Mart
7 Giignates bl road o tne Cenral rtnch ot AHE Ui Faclc
- Tyl timg (o compleion o th Kanses Cenenl o a3
5 or Peier o Gatch a train,
105 John |>,<mn e e S 1857, and
ctabihd i Turmer mear Banner, Kun—lnformation from Mrs. ¥.
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‘made him look considerable peaked. We broke it up on him sbout a week
bogionin o fat up agan.Ho can take half of o pumpkia pie
at one meal without any t
We have g0t 64 galous of moleswes, 1 thik that willstand us sl molasses
comes again, and we have got potatoes enough to do us, and com enough to
ed the horses and pigs and make all the Johnny cake we want, and pumpkins
and tumips and onions in abundance, and if we only had 2 or 8 barrels of
barrel of cider we would be fixed just as well as you Suckers
. Apples are very scarce here. The grocers don't bring hardly
any to Holton, and they charge 25 cents a dozen for litle hard knotty things
such as we used to take to old Gilchrist.
How is your crop this year? How does Lige make it with his new wife?
Is he dealing in cattle this year? What are two-year-old steers worth there?
Here they sell for $100 a yoke or pair. Al steers go by the pair here. They
are all bought up by the freighters, and they had just as soon buy four-year-
olds that never saw a yoke as those already broke.
Yours truly
Peren Breant
P.S. Nov. 2nd.
1 have just received your ltter containing the Plost] o[mocl ‘money orders.
‘That will do me for the present. I will write again when I get time. P.B.

Hovrow, ]Acxm! Co,, Kanfsas]
Nov. 28th 1865
Dear Broraen [Mancus]

I suppose you think it is time to be hearing from me again about that
money. T am so busy nowadays that I don't get any time to write, and the
besides I have been in a devil of a stew what to do with the money. I want
that land, and I want some cattle, and next summer I want a mower, and that
won't buy all of them. T guess that I had better nail the land, and there may
be enough left to buy a cow or two, and I will let the mower rip if something
don't tum up before next haying time so that I can get one. Cullen has got an
idea that he wants some land and is going to send me $200 in a month to buy
him some, and I have been thinking whether he and I had not better buy that
together, but I don’t know as it would suit him. 1 wrote to him that T thought
1 could get 80 acres for $200, and the place I want is only 130 acres, and I
don’t suppose 200 would buy half of it.

‘The man that owns that land lives somewhere near Cnle(hu!n [Minois], and
1 want you o go down and buy the land for me. Get it just as low as you can
and don't pay more than 600. I suppose the way sl o e
it is worth about $500, but it is worth a hundred more to me than anybody
else. There is a man here offering to sell a piece same size with 40 acre broke
and ten acres fenced and about as much timber for $600, but he has got a
runaway wife somewhere and can't give a good title. Frank Pomeroy bought
a quarter section with 15 acres of good timber on it for $5:

. 1 don't know exactly where that man lives, but will find
out as near as I can before 1 mail this.
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it wants yu tsend her b of truck same as you did the books by express
to Pleter] Blryant], Holton, care [of] Wm. Gordon and Bro[thers], Lea
oy aot ohey ants Chat o send along the collar [inseston in Pete's wife's
hand: “By the way, it isn't for me. I owe it for the making of my slippers”]

1 finished husking com last week. Have got a crib full 12 fect long, 8 feet
wide, and 7 foet high inside. I think it will be enough to do me. [ am doing
some plowing now. We have had the finest weather this fall for doing work
that I ever saw.

‘Willie is not very well. He has the ague. Had a chil today. Somehow we
can't use it up on him [in spite of his early childhood fevers, William Cullen
lwed  the 100 of 49, dying in 1912 in the same year as his father Peter].

body has been kind enough to send me the “Republican.” Who do you
snppose it was? Much obliged. I have written this in a great hurry, which
will account for blunders.
Peren Byaxt

.5.)

‘That man’s name is Richard Armstrong. He lives two miles southwest of

The railroad runs right through his farm and dooryard. The de-

is S. E. quarter of Section 24, township 7, range 1.

1 have forgotten what meridian or which side. You can tell by looking at my

deed. I left it in the secretary. Stick hard for $300. It is as near the real

value as I can get at. That is all West will give. Please attend to it soon as
possible and let me know.

Hovrox, Jackson Co., Kansas
Jan. 14th 1866

EAR BroTiEn [Marcus]

I received your letter containing the draft, for which I am much obliged.
1 bought two cows on the strength of it last week and agreed to pay for !h:m
tomorrow, and I began to be a little dubious lest the money should not co
i e St oS foe 1 ot i eyl M ol
worth here from 80 to 85 dallars, but 1 got thase for 25 sad 28 [dollars], and
they look good and have good reputations for butter-makers, or rather for
giving the stuff they make butter of. I want to get about 3 more. That will
‘make me ten, and if we can't make butter enough out of them to make a living,

to try something else. Old Billy Struckman, one of our neigh-
bors, sold over $400 worth of butter from 7 cows last summer, and I think we
can do as well as they can.

T am glad to hear that you have got along so well with your ice. I thought
last summer that I would put up a lttle this winter, but I had so much work
to do that T did not get any place made for it and therefore did not get any
ice. Last week it rained nearly all the week and cleared the creeks all out. Be-
fore that, the ice was about 14 inches thick.

‘That box got along last Monday. The apples did not freeze, They were a
rare treat to us, and we asked Frank and his wife over to help eat them and to
convince him that the Jonathan is the tree for us to plant,

About that cloth that was in it, from the pattem rolled up in it I suppose
it was intended for Wille, but 1 told Kit that she better make herslf 8 cloak
and get something else for Wile, for he would knock that out in a week. He
s a hard boy on clothes, and I have been thinking of getting a pair of pants
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made of leather for him. Kit wants to know what his aunties and Grandma
think about it. The young man was highly tickled with Mother Goose and
can read about half of it already, but he reads by the pictures. Ho smelled

e apples in the box before it was opened and had a big time about the big
“led” apples that Aunt Ju sent him, and the scalawag stuffed so much that it
made him sick.

So Lige had to run away from home, did he? I don’t blame him a bit. He
ought to have been fool enough to know that he could not stand it there and
built him a house beforehand. Does he deal in cattle any, now, or what does
he do for grub?

There was a fight in Holton on Christmas between a Copperhead and a
retuming soldier, and the soldier was stabbed in the lungs, The next day a
mob hung the Copperhead. ~After that, some of his friends got out warrants
and had some of the mob arrested and tried before a justice of the peace. Six of
them were bound over to appear at next term of court to answer to the charge
of murder. The bonds are six hundred dollars each. They say that they aro
perfectly willing to stand a trial, for they know that a jury cannot be got to-
gether that wil convict them. Among them are some of the most prominent
citizens of Jackson County. It was thought for a few days that the stebbed
soldier would die, but he is getting well pow. Folks seem to think that the

were two
niggers hung for stealing horses, and the cops were jubilant over the high moral
tone of society. Now they talk differently.
Peren Bavant
Hovrow, JAcKsov Co,, Kansas
ril 1st 1866
Dear Broraen [Mancus]

T received yous letter of March £7th today inquiring after the Money Order.
‘They were received all right, and I ought to have written you before but kept
putting it off.

1 am very busy just now. The Spring has been backward and cold, so that
all of my work comes right in a pile. I am setting out an orchard now.
have not sowed my oats yet and don't see how I can before next weck.
man cut his foot the other day, and that don’t help the cause any.
the 2nd toe and a gash about an inch and a half long in the foot.
g0od deal of trouble in getting plows to scour in this country. 1 have finally
5ot one made by Andrus of Grand Detour, IN{inoi] that  think il ] zh.,» b\’ll

05 of Dover lectured in Holton on Temperance last week. ~Kit
heard him one evening.

What is Cyrus 199 going to do in Lawrence?

Yours traly
PeTen Bryant

't 50 cents
od 454 a section 25 ol o, X onan ‘n ps m,,umnn ?’3
< seving machines for Willam L of ;.’ Louis, Cyrus” disappears from Per’s com
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Hovtow, JAckson Co., KaNsas
15th 1866
Dean Brorazn [Mancus]

We received your letter of Oct. 3rd this evening. I am sorry to say that
7o dall bo obliged to postpone our visit to Princeton [Illinois] until some,
future

When T swiote before, 1 was in hopes that 1 could crowd my work along
So that we could make the trip, but just about that time my hired man got a
notion in bis head that he must have a farm of his own, 5o he posted off and
left me to go it alone. I have not been able to light on a man since that 1
could hire, T would like to have one a couple of months. I have got 20 acres of
com to husk and lots of other work that ought to be done. We have just got
our molasses made. Had 7 It is selling at 45 cts. per gallon at the
mill and 50 with the barrel. mill and evaporator. Will
‘make about 500 gallons of his own this fall. The grasshoppers have taken

T sowed four acres, and it came up firstrate, but it is all gone

T don't think of any more to write, and I am getting sleepy. I had to get
up last night and kill a skunk. He got into the hen house and killed two
chickens. 1 am going to Holton tomorrow, and Willie says he is going along
to get a pair of red-topped boots.

PeTER BRYANT
BaNNER, Jackson Co., K[ansas]
Feb. 14th 1869
Dear Brotuen [Marcus]

1 received your letter of Jan. 20th several days ago just after I had mailed
one relating partly to the same business.107

As to the new disposition that you propose, I do not know as I exactly under-
stand it. Is Mother to hold the original $8000 and $750 besides? If that is the
case, I have no objections. So far as I am concemed, even if she should re-
ceive a larger share, for I think and insist that she should have all that she
needs for comfort and pleasure as long as she lives if I do not get another cent.
But if the idea is to let up on you and come down on the rest of us, whose
shares are so much smaller, why I don’t think it hardly fair.

“The way I look at it is this. You have a farm already opened, fences all
built, good house well furnished, barn and outbuildings, all ready to go right
along and make a comfortable living, and if there is any one day that you
feel as though you didn’t want to put in and work, why the whole machinery
does not stop. You don’t have to go right into the hard work and stick to
it. Now, with me it has been “root hog or die” ever since I have been here,
and well you know just what T have got. It won't
e, although prospects are brighter this year than ever before.
think I am so lazy that I don’t want to work at all. I like to work some, but
1T don't like to be forced to work or

As to dividing that $500 with «lu girls, if they have to dig as hard far a
living as I do, I am willing to divide, but in that case I think y t to
do something for them, too. I am sure you can stand it as well as I can. T
am willing to leave the mntler for Mother to decide. If she thinks they need the

The business apparently concerned the final disposition of some property left
Petcs e Gy who died 1965, i g i
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‘money and will use it judiciously, I will cheerfully give it up without another
word.

T believe 1 have answered all your questions plainly as I can, and if you
have any more send them along and I will see what I can do for them. Please
let me know soon in regard to the apple tree business, for I want to know
what I have got to do and prepare accordingly.

on stock, not very cold but wet, muddy,
icy, and very disagrecable.

commenced plowing. We have not sowed any wheat yet, but will work this
week if it stays fair weather, We got most of the ground plowed last fall.
1 have bought two yoke of cattle to do my breaking. Am going to fence in all
my land this spring. Bro. Jackson across the creek is going to fence all of his

Gets his rails from Armstrong without leave. He thinks a
speculator has no business with timber.

The Rlailroad] Co[mpany] offer the Pottawatomie lands for sale except the
11 miles square in Nlortheast] comer, and it is thought that will soon come
into market, Holton s aglating Rlail] Rload] question some. They
doing the foint work for two Roads now, one from Omaha to Topeka, e
other from St. Jolseph] to et e e e et vt
ings, but 1 heard that one Road agreed to make Holton a point if the County
would give their approval [?] in bonds and take that amount of stock in
road [7]. Holton is in for it hard, the rest of the county not so much.

‘They have a new son down at the Jacobs. They call him Moses. Our wife
and babies are all well.

Yours truly
P. Brvant
Howrox Jaceson Co., Klansas]
Aug. 28th 1672
Den Broraes [Mancus]
T have been having a holiday for the last few days. Not that they have

of which is I have been sick. Down with a dysentery or something of that sort.
We are full of business here building a new house or rather fixing up the old
one, enlarging somewhat and renovating generally, building a new cellar &e.

have I plowed miuch for wl

Thero was a heavy crop of oats and will be more com here this fall than ever
Oats are worth 12% to 15 cts. and some people think com will be no
It is a matter, however, that does not trouble me very much for T
. Even then T would
hate to give a man less than 15 cents. 1 intend to feed a few cattle during

the coming winter and have but 40 acres of my own.
T upgene f you seed the Holton News that you a0 avas that Holton
Rail road 108 and we Jackson County folks generally feel mighty big
ove o il . 1t only a 3 foot guage with little baby engines and
s, but I guess it is big enough to give us all a ride one at a time and do all
Kapoas Cental railvay, which conpeted Leavemwoty and Mikoowale (16539
of the Kansas

The
mlln). “veached Htion Ao L1 LoTSFaneid Crmigs, A" B
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the business that we have to do at present. I suppose they will build it up into
our neighborhood shortly. Then we won't have to go to Netawaka to get away
from home if we should ever get ready to go. I thought when we were in
1L before that we would get ready to make you another visitation by this year,
but the way the thing is running I am afraid we wil be unable to do it. It
seems as though the longer we lived here the more we have to attend to and.
less chance to get away from home.

Polkiolly tre 0 ot el extmten. Al ol the Reguliiosns ara
Grant men and the Democrats are all for Greeley. What I think about i
A Nt i A Vool o f soamiwelty o e A St
B company, and f b i elctd by bl nd Teminanyies s Democrat
it is going to be a very hard matter to tum his back on his supporters after he
e o i e iyt e ezt 7 16
those fellows yet.

don’t know what you think of that matter, but I notice the Chicago Tribune
is for Greeley and Uncle John swings his hat for the old Chapaquacker09
and 1 know you have considerable respect for either of them, and for this reason
(hoping you will not feel insulted) T did not know but you might lean that
way too. If you do I would just call your attention to what kind of an outft
you are training with. I know there is Trumbull & Palmer and Sumner and a
few others, and there is also Jeff Davis and every other d-d scalawag that
carried a musket on the rebel side during the war. And as for dead stinking
rottenness T will put Frank Blair & Gov Warmouth against the meanest men in
the Grant party. But I didu't intend to make you a stump specch.

P Brvaxt

Hourox Jackson Co., Ks
Oct. 27th 1872
Dean Broraen [Mancus]

We received your letter of the 6th inst. in due time, Was glad to hear
that you are a Grant man. Not that I think that the old Nepot is altogether
perfect, but in Westem phraseology I think he is @ heap the best man of the
two. 1 think I have bothered my brains less about politics this year than I
grer did i my bifo before. I fact T do'tbelicve I bave rased o sinle yell

or Grant or any other man this fall. Don't want you to think by that I am
T e just as live as ever they were and excitement just
as high, but T have had other irons in the fire. With building my house and
the farm work T have just about all that T can attend to, and takin
sideration the immediate prosimity of winter I don't know whether I shall be
able to attend to all of that or not

We are getting the building pretty well along now. Will have it plastered
this week. Then if I had my potatoes dug and com husked I would be reads

0 go into winter quarters, My potatoes are good. Think I will have 200
bushels. Com is also good. Will have 1800 or 2000 bus(hels] of that. Have
a good deal of it cut and in the shock. Fall wheat looks fine, and if we do n
Greeley ot Chappaaua, N. Y., and colsted the foteret of
rede it mm e (o0 it
* Lomen Tt Ty st in 1355, 1501, 1807, Tosilh Tal:
i Eompan i, m.w\m;:,

v’ peliad e (T e’ iparted b
23 By Clty Wermots TIS4-1081). sovemmor of Louisona. 10681975,
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have an uncommonly hard winter or some other plaguy mishap turm up there
will be a big crop of wheat next year. 1 think there was about as large a
breadth sown this fall as last though perhaps not in so small patches. Many
farmers have from 40 to 80 acres, and it was generally got in in pretty good
season.

‘Our Rail Road has made a stop at Holton. Whether it is final or not I am
unable to say. In the contract with the County they were to have $60,000
bonds when they built it to Holton, which has already been paid, [and]
$50,000 more when they built a branch to Netawaka and $50,000 more when
they finished the main line to the west line of the County. 1t is said that they
have given up the Netawaka branch and they have not yet gone to work on
the main line, but they have until the 22nd of Feb 1873 before they forfeit
the bonds. It is evident that the company is hard up, and whether they will
be able to raise the money to build it all or not is a matter at which outsiders
can ouly

L Shink the Jittle zond s doing pretty good business considering the length
of it, for they are bringing in a large amount of freight and camrying away

a good deal of produce.

“The health of our family is very good now. Marcus [his second son] had
a sick spell during the latter part of summer, an 2 attack of bilious fever, but
he is around again now, and Dude aughter Julia] is fat as a pig. She
is leaming to spell a little now.

Your Tr
P. Bvaxt
HovTon Jacksox Co,, Kansas
Jany 3 1873
Dean Brorsen [MARcus]
jon’t know but you will begin to think pretty soon as Cullen does that I
never wiite to you unless I want money. At any rate that is the case just
now. 1 nesd a bundred dollrs most cussel, and if you can let me have it,
it will accommodate me very much. 1 have tried hard to make both ends
meet, but some how with my building and the low price of everything I had to
sell, T could not make it. I have had to borrow $100. at the bank, and it is
ue in 30 days, and i you can help me please let me know immeditely, end
if mot ditto, for I want to know what to do.

Money is very close here, and some of the best men we have got are not
able to pay their tax. We have just had 2 big snow sto 14 inches
deep on a level, and we had the coldest weather just before that that I ever
knew in this County. The mercury stood at 20 below Zero. The ground was
nearly bare at that time, making it very bad on fall wheat. Cattle are doing

‘well, but not many feeding in this County this winter, making com a
drug in market, It sells for 15 cts. when it will sell at all. T think there
would be a speculation in it if a man had a few dollars to nvest.

Our folks are well excepting colds, and 1 believe all the young ones are.
afflcted that way.

The episodic is going the rounds here. Some of my horses are coughing a
little, though it don't seem to be anything very bad. 1 have heard of but ono
death from it in the County, and T do not think, judging from newspaper
accounts, that we have it as bad here as they did with you and further east.

Our little Rail Road has come to an end at Holton. They were to have
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built a branch to Netawaka for $50,000. in Co. Bonds, which they have al-
ready forfeited, and the other 50,000 will become forfeit by the 22nd of Feb.
i they fail to build the west line of the County by that time, and they are
making no effort to save it. That will make it easier on the tax payers, and
they all talk as though they wanted things easy as possible.
Yours
P. Bryavt
Hovton Jackson Co, Ks
July 22nd 1873

Dean Brotaen [Marcus]

T received your letter enclosing draft for the payment of your note, and T
herewith forward you the note cancelled and receipted.

A few days after T got your letter I received one from Uncle John enclosing
your note for $700., over in five years without interest, which he says he was
directed by Uncle William to send to me. So it seems that T have got the upper
hand yet, although T suppose you got things fixed to suit you and probably
got a pretty good lft too. 1 am glad that he appreciates what his poor rela-
tions are trying to do for themselves instead of fooling it away on Ben Rattery
or some other poor devil to go and lay his bones on the buming sands of

rica. 1 think it is a good deal better to give Hixon and the balance of us
a little lft, don't you?

1 have been very busy for a week past stocking my grass. My wheat is
good. Oats not very good. Weather very dry. If we don't get rain soon the
comn s gone up. Wife & children are not very well. Have summer complaint.

P. BRYANT

Hovrox Jackson Co,, Ks
Jan. 4th 1874

Dean Broren [Mancus]

T received your letter on New Year Day. Was very glad to hear from you
again.

T commenced a letter an evening or two before, but T got sleepy over it
and went off to bed without finishing it. Else perhaps you might have had a
letter for New Year too. Was glad to hear of the general good health of our
friends. My family is well at present and have been all winter except th
baby [Emma, b. 1873], who was attacked with the croup a night or two before
Christmas and was afterwards threatened with fever, but we broke it up and
she is now quite well again. We did not have any company Christmas day
nor any turkey. Kit thought she had enough to do without getting dinner, so
1 got some oysters and we had a stew and the boys enjoyed it well and won-
dered if Uncle Mark’s little girls 110 were having a good time and gots lots of
nice things in their stockings.

‘That evening I got a copy of the “Republican” containing the resalutions
adopted by the members of the bar at Oshkosh, Wis. relating to the death
Arthur Everett, 11 which was the first that 1 had heard of his decease. It
happened that about that time they stopped sending me the Republican and I
missed four [or] five numbers and then sent for it again, and if they published

110. Grace Mary Bryant (1868-1950) and Alice Bryant Crater (1870-1916).

111, Sce letter of September 20, 1865, and Footnote
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anything in rogard to it T did not see it. I think from the published account
that they must have thought very highly of him where he was locat

1 saw the notice of Willie Everett’s 112 death. It must be a terrible stroke to
his young wife.

T am glad to hear that you are doing well in your business113 Wish 1
could say as much for myself, but somehow I can ot sce that I am getting rich

veryfust anc neicher does thbard work seem to let up & pastice, I fut
there is any difference it is on the increase.

e e ik kv Harswny e heaa b e
two-year olds. My com crop was light, not making over 25 bushels per acre.
I fattened some hogs and sold some, some time ago. They brought 3 ct,
[and] are worth 3% now, while in Chicago & St. Louis they are quoted at
4% to 5% Somebody must make money. There were a good many hogs
fattened here, and the most of them went out at 3 cts.

Com has taken quite a ise lately— is now worth 40 cts.

5340 1,00 e Mok 100 bl of ket bl whens ot hngh A
to suit me,

My prospect for the new crop is very good at present. Have about 20
acres. It got a good start in the fall. A good deal of the wheat about here
was sown late owing to the dry weather in the fall and is considerably dam-
aged. The winter thus far has been mild, although we have had some rather
sharp weather since New Year. I do not keep any hired help this winter.
Am getting some wool cut, but there is no demand now, and I will have to hold
it over until next

Business s dull. In fact, T don’t know what a fellow could go at to tum an
honest penny unless it is playing poker, and even at that those who make a
business of it have got so sharp that an outsider don't stand any chance.

P. Bavant
Hourox Klasas] July 27th 1874
Dean Brormen [Mancos]
1 have received your letter containing my note and a draft for $280. It is
a transaction that T did not expect at this time as I did not suppose
You had recovered from the effects of your disaster so that you would have the
‘money to spare,
T had need of $300 about the middle of June and was expecting to use that
oney, but as soon as T heard of your tomado I made other arrangements
and had thought no more about i, However, it is all right if it does not
cramp you, and I enclose your note—can Tt is devilish queer that a
fellow can't try to do something for himself without fire, rain or wind or some
er cussed thing tums up and wastes all he can make.

T have had one or two little [swipes?) myself, though T never lost quite
$4000 at a lick. Still T suppose it is all in a lifetime and not much use to growl

The weather is very dry here. Wheat and oats are all harvested and
stacked, a fair crop. Com is gone up. We wil have none. That breaks into
my cattle feeding operations. It will hardly pay me to hold my steers over,
Eveat s e e Bver. o ik, 10 Pri, 10, 1878), som f D,

o1
ptence "War Anale Shamberiat, ‘o Frinctor, why e Wi, Sareh of, Thri
Edyard #"Bvecct, Descondants of Nichard Boures of Dedham, blas (Bostos, 100,

215, The fim of “Glasbum, and Bryant, Deslrs fn Grin, Stock, Flowr, Sal, o,
i of “Glas d Bryant, Delers fn Gran, Stk Flour, St et

mbieo, T Leterhead wed 1y 1. 0. Glasbuon in ete o Sareus, Joly 30 1675,
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and if T can get as much money for them as they cost me T will be satisfed.
There is a good crop of fruit, though I don't think apples will be as large as
they would with more rain,

There blew a hot wind all day last Saturday from the sand hills in the
southwest that dried up the green stuff terribly, and judging from the way it
singed things here there can not be much left down in the paradise of this
state 200 milles southwest of here. The mercury went to 110 in the shade

You asked me some time ago in regard to the “Republican” Last August
1 sent them $2. for one year's subscription, and I see by their label on the out-
side that there has since been another year added and it runs now until August
1875, Kit has not received any magazines from your wife, though somel
has sent Julia a child’s paper, “The Mousy Folks Gem” with a picture.
was already taking the paper so that now we have two copies. 1f that was the
‘paper referred to, Julia sends tha

1 do not suppose that it will be of any use to meation the fact that we would
be glad to see any of our friends and relations that might take a notion to stroll
this way this fall or any other time, nor the fact that we would like to take a
stroll eastward but find ourselves utterly unable to do 50 at present.

My family are all well and tearing around.

P. Bavant

Horox Jacxsox Co., Ks
4th 1875

Dear BrormEn [Mancus]

1 received a letter from you some time since while at Nantucket, Mass.,
which I neglected to answer at the time, and as it has been so long since, I
will send this to Princeton, thinking you have probably got around home by
this time and camestly hoping with improved health and strength.114 We.
are as well as usual except Marcus and Willie. They were down with a kind
of bilious fever a week or so ago and have not fully recovered yet.

T am very busy just now, though I don't know as any more so than 1 have

will be T am hardly able to say. Possibly I may make both ends meet but
nothing more. Still I have had first-rate health, less sick headaches than be-
y knee has got stout so that I get pretty well fagged before it

1 am putting up prairie hay now. Grass is remarkably good this year, T
think as good or better than I ever saw it before, I think I can get up a
hundred tons to sell. Dealers bale it and pay $3 per ton delivered at the depot.

money in it for me at that price, but we are hoping for something
better after a while. My com is pretty fair. 1 think it will make from 30 to
50 bushels to the acre, probably average 40. The smallest yield is from the
seed I got of Lige. 1Itis a smaller kind than we usually plant here, and carlier,
1t 5o happened that there was a dry spell of about two wecks just when it
should have had rain. While the other com, being a larger variety, was more
backward and the rain came in time to make a heavy crop, I shall keep that
1878 B e e Tkt elting s s i oo uxv!:rl(lddul;::t:ﬁ;‘;ngf
T o s b prvm .t Narcuse Jol 20, BF5, wad Aupust 51,
e e e B e 00T L ios
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seed of Lige’s, for T believe it will hit oftener than it will miss, and some time it
may make me a crop when the other would not make anything

Cattle are plenty and good. Steers can be bought for 5% to 84 cts per Ib.
There will be quite a good many fed here. They are paying 25 cts. for com,
and it will probably be down to 20 cts., perhaps less. Hogs are very scarce,
worth from 6 to § cts. I heard one man offer 9 cts for a choice lot the other
day. Those who are lucky enough to have a few will do well. The grass-
hoppers eating up the com last year made sad havoc with the hog crop, as they
did not winter so well on prairie hay as cattle did. I managed to [bring?]
through 17 ‘Will have about 15 to dispose of. I have not got any cattle to

o, but think T shall buy o few [word legible] and feed from Feb. [word

dlcg:h!c] and let them go on

I s st rasty e ol 10 Al on & Vi ot 4o g, ot
as near that she did ot go. The R R companies out this way got into a war
with each other, and for a few days the Rock Island Co. sold tickets to Chicago
and back for $10.00. Kit scrabbled around to get ready, and just as she was
about to start they raised the fare to the old figures and she went back on it.
Gosh she was mad. I tried to hurry her up a little, told hcr that kmd i
‘could not last always, but no, she wasn't going in her old rags and tal
e ot L T ion s o Mo o e e
‘and look to my wife, for she is forever looking to see what I write and she
don't like to hear about it.

Yours
P. BrvanT

Following the correspondence with Marcus, concluded above,
there is in the present collection only one letter. This was written
by Peter in the year 1906, to Marcus’ daughter Grace M. Bryant,
who continued to live in the Princeton home until her death in 1950.

It is obvious that between 1875 and 1906 Peter and his family
prospered upon the land and that he achieved some eminence as a
citizen of Jackson county. The letter below reveals that he had
become a police judge and was prominent enough to be chosen
as speaker for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the found-
ing of Holton. The fact that on this occasion Peter read a poem
of his own composition reminds us again of his flair for writing, "5
which had showed itself when he was a schculboy in Princeton
writing verses of longing for “The Far Off Wes

Asring o [obn . Chundir, publhr of th Holtn Rgcordr, Pte 30l

semembectd T Siaton o8 havind some S e ol 1 o ‘e
Letter to the editors of collection, September 15,
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CITY OF HOLTON 1
Hourow, Kavsas, Sept. 13, 1906
My Drar Grace
1 received your letter, the big envelope, several days ago, and from the
bulk of the enclosure I felt sure that I had at last found what I was looking
for.117 Imagine then, my disappointment on finding only a lot of old school
compositions 118 that I supposed had gome to the flames years ago. Then I
waited patiently for your next, but in the meantime fagged my brains and shook
my rattlebox for words to fll the vacuum that Cullen had (m;unen. ‘Then
terday morning your letter came, and when I read that you “had done your
level best and failed” I felt as if the matter were all right anyhow, and the
public would never know the difference, but when I came to where you wrote
of a poem that you thought written by your father, just thought I would look at
it, for I did not remember of my brother Marcus ever writing a jingle in his
e, and when 1 unflde e, idtim-stined shct il you bl 1 oxod
the very thing I was looking
‘Goaoe, 70 o bttt the you know, ond 1 can st thask you too much
for what you have done. However, your letter did not come until within half
an hour of the time I was to make my talk, so I could not use it, but read Lhe
piece as I had it fixed up, but it was nowhere near as good as the ori
‘There was a large crowd out, it was estimated at 5000 people, and to i
the best I could, T do not suppose my voice reached half way round, but "tis all
and done now, and the audience cheered, and clapped their hands
vmzcmsh 50 1 gues they liked it. T do not know whether they will publish
in the proceedings or not, but if it is done I will send you a copy.
e b ek Dokl o ot o b e
caring for your grandmother, who was very feeble. Since then we have heard
nothing. Is she still there?
ol At the Lt e it of ffcrs ad counclmen,th Jtrbend bars an emgrvi
e lterary comporiton referred to bero may have becn “The Old OaK's Story.”
o mied S v 350 o Concrned Wik L ity oy 18 o Ml
i i e ar e i iy T
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PETER BRYANT

1837.1912)

A nephew of Wiliam Cullen Bryant, Peter Bryant arived

from lllinois fo take a claim in Jackson county in

cort b1 i ot ot tha wa, Jackon county itk
were “home” until his death.
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Your friends here are all well. Marcus and John are hard at work on their
farms and have abundant crops. Emma’s husband is traveling in Towa in the
interest of the Intemational School of Correspondence of Chicago, seems to be
domg s Remember me to your mother and all inquiring friends. And

el as if you would like to hear from me once in a while just write to me,
lhnu"l\ 1 hardly suppose I will be able to put you out 5o big a job next
Thanking you again I am
Yours affectionately
.

119, See Footuote on Peter's children, leter of September 20, 1863,




