The Annual Meeting

HE 91st annual meeting of the Kansas State Historical Society

nd board of directors was held in Topeka on October 18, 1966,

At 9:30 A. M. a public meeting was held in the G. A. R. auditorium,
Memorial building. George Jelinek of the Ellsworth County Hit

torical Society presided over a panel discussion entitled “How We

Panlists and their topics were James O. Foster, repre-

ate a Museum in Six s e o
Wyandotte County Historical Society, Kansas City, “Developing a
Museun Through Use of the Tax Levy”s Menno Schmidt of the
Harvey County Historical Society, Ne
RIS M i el Farsi o o Clark County Historical
Society, Ashland, “How to Get Right With Internal Revenue on
Gifts” The discussion following the panelists’ talks indicated that
the topics were timely and interesting.

The meeting of the Society’s board of directors convened at
10:30 A. M., with Pres. Richard W. Robbins, Pratt, presiding. First
business was the report of the secretary

SECRETARY'S REPORT, YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 18, 1966

At the conclusion of last year's meeting the newly elected president, Richard
W. Robbins, reappointed Charles M. Correll and Frank Haucke to the execu-
tive committee. Members holding over were Alan W. Farley, Wilford Riegle,
and George L. Anderson.

‘wo members of the board of directors have died during the past year.
Fred W. Brinkerhoff of Pittsburg, editor of the Pittsburg Headlight since 1911
and since 1927 also editor of the Pittsburg Sun, died August 13, 1966. He
had been a member of the Society's board of directors since 1942 and served
as president in 1944. Mr. Brinkerhoffs accomplishments in_journalism and
politics, from his youth until the day of his death, brought him the respect
and friendship of thousands of Kansans. His unflagging interest in Hitory iss
demonstrated by personal rescarch, thoughtful articles and editor nd by
his service on the committee which began the program of erecting state. his
torical markers, on the board of the Kansas Centennial Commission in 1960-
1961, and as chairman of the Civil War Centennial Commission which fol-
Towed

Benjamin F. Hegler of Wichita, a member of the Society’s board of di-
rectors for 43 years, died August 31, 1966. Mr. Hegler was an attorney, a
past president of the Kansas Bar Association, a former director of the State
Chamber of Commerce, and also a former member of the state legislature.

Topeka’s June § tomado, which cut a wide swath across the city, did sub-
stantial damage to the Memorial building but fortunately little harm to the
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Society’s historical collections s

e e e e S s

What if any of the dozens of debris piles, which had been buildings, had been

s Obviously this structure was built solidly, and we can thank our forcbears
and stone,

speaking relatively for I recall the
£

for their generous use of reinforced concrete
Jylights—three others had previously been permanently
—were lost and considerable damage was done to metal flash
There were 188 broken, cracked, and chipped window panes, plus 14
metal frames and sills which were twisted beyond repair
¢ roof repairs are proceeding with the exception of closing the
skylight openings with steel (it will be another sis weeks to two
work can be done). The window glass should be replaced
soon. We are hoping for a mild winter, at least until the skylight and remain-
ing window work can be completed.
Taterior damage, which will be explained in more detail in the departmental
reports, was confined largely to the museum and newspaper divisions.
"Our trees, of course, took wrenchings and strippings. We had less of a
J here than across the street on the south state house grounds. There
n the state’s No. 1 tree—the big
Only

troes wvere uprooted and destroyed and o
cottomwood this ide of the south steps—was half denudod of s ¢ trunk
forks of this once beautiful old tree remain

B ety wod e TR M
the time the clocks stopped at the state printing plant across the street. You
may have trouble accepting this, but it was claimed in the press that a birthday
cake from Topeka was found in fairly good condition in a norther Missouri
pasture. These have indeed been exciting times!

ArproPRIATIONS AND Bupcit REQUESTS

Society’s budget for the current fiscal year, 1967, is greater by nearly
svmmm £ s W e vou hetian, Thion bt tf thi Joccurs ¥
result of approval by the 1966 legislative session of two large-scale museum
developments, o Fort Hays and the Pawnee Indian Village site in Republic
county. These projects are being financed with federal funds received by the
i e et e .m4\ nd Water Conservaton Act  through the
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. It had been hoped th
underway by this time but it receipt of the e
sabotaged all our plans.

Next year's budget requests, which were submitted to the state budget di-
ector on September 30, include two more tentative “BOR” projects. These are
for improvements and development at EI Cuartelejo in Scott county and at
Shawnee Methodist Mission at Kansas City. However, recent restatements
of BOR projections make it appear R Bt e e portion of
cach will be approved by that agency for matching federal funds. Our other
requests unavoidably reflect today’s. inflationary economy, thou
attempted to exercise all possible restraint and good judgment in making them.

SrrciAL Projects

This has been an active year in the continuing development of the historical

marker program. Four new texts were written for markers to be erected by

the State Highway Commission on the regular highway system: one on “Troy
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to be insalled in a roadside park two miles cast of that city on US-36; one
“Trails of the Pioneer
ington on US-36; o thied on “Delawaze Grossing and the Grinter Ferry”
will be located in a roadside park in Muncie near T8th street on K-3:
fourth, “Ellsworth, the Cowtown and Fort,” which will be placed in a roadside
park at the junction of US-40 and US-156 east of Ellsworth. In addition, texts
were prepared for 10 markers to be installed in rest arcas on Interstate 70
between Topeka and Ellsworth.  Titled “Historical Kansas,” these markers are
designed to acquaint travelers with the history of the country through which
they are driving, including a mention of some of the things to see in the miles
ahead to the next rest area. If these pilot markers mect with the approval of
tho raveling public very major soadsde park along the Interstate system may
‘This summer, too, the Society cooperated with the Highway Commission,
the Department of Economic Development, and the Kansas Turnpike Au.
thority in publishing a booklet, Historical Markers in Kansas. It contains photo-
graphs of the 84 historical markers which had been erected up to the time of
lication, each picture large enough that the marker text is readable, and
includes an alphabetical index and a numerical listing which is keyed to
map showing the locations of the markers. Anyone desiring a copy may apply
to the State Historical Society or to one of the other cooperating agenci
special microfilming project which is financed by a grant from the
National Historical Publications Commission is near

ing the half.way point

Under this project the Society will microflm the following colletions: John B

Anderson, John Stillman Brown, Isaac McCoy, Jotham Mecker, John G, Pratt,

omas Ewing, Jr., Thaddeus Hyatt, New England Emigrant Aid Company,

hester 1. Long, Joseph L. Bristow, and Charles and Sara T. D. Robinson. Al

ki v b reoiind i the it w0 achia g 6 expected to

begin carly next year. These flm publications will be available for purchase

an and a descriptive pamphlet will accompany each publication

‘The study of Kansas railroads begun in Deces 63, under the spon-

sorship of the Baughman Foundation, has continued, Of the mearly. 1900

931, approxi-

so-called paper roads, projects that did not progress b

yond the obtaining of a charter. A file of basic information on the remaining
300 incorporated railroads is nearly complete.

Some of these did not become
operative, a few were abandoned; others were involved in sales, foreclosures
and consolidations out of which c

me the lines currently operating in the state.
Supplementing materal taken from offcial reports, notes have been mado on
information found in archives and private

C s has been started.

anuscripts, and a study of
o Tnformation so far brought togeher hes
proved helpful to many patrons working on railroads and related s

The Society is lending assistance whenever nd wherever possible to the
Ghisholm Trail Centenial Gommission, appointed by the

governor in July of
this year. The Kansas commission, acting

with commissions from Oklahoma
nd Tesas, s planning a tritato cbservance of the famed cast. ol cons
omsial T 1007 i A’ o i fo] point,

member of the Kanses commison, which includes
Sumner, Sedgwick, Harvey, Mari
maashlp of By . Laing of Abllons

Your secretary is a
representatives from

Dickinson counties under the chair-
et 1 hige i £ it il
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and a mobile museum traveling the entire trail route. Local
Pelebrations along the trail also will be included in the 1967 activities.

The Society is also cooperating with the Kansas Levwis Clark Trail

g with similar_groups in g

iy, mark, and make available

postage stamp,

national commission.
o the asplation and enjoyment of the Amulmn people” the

ko the pubic awae of ¢ e istse sigaance of et
e ois - prommots conservation snd public recreaton and
e e the development of the historic and recreational potential of the areas

e of the

along the route.
AncrEoLocy

The archeological division has completed one of its busiest years to date.
Thweo majo digs were carried well as three surveys, an exhibit was
prepared for the Sate Fair in Hutchinson, two field schools were conducted
and plans were developed for an archeological display park which will be

the Pawnee Village site in Re ,ml,m county.
aring June and July two field crews of nine men each worked in the Elk

s teservoir, Montgomery county, and at the site of old Fort Hays, Ellis
county. The work n the Elk City reservoir, .h.m,-d by James Marshall,
asistant axcheologit, was undertaken 15 ¢ cooperative progrun between the
Society and il Pk Service In. order 1o salvage.archeological

naterial which would be lost e
Hoors and the villago refuse area of a large Middle Woodland vill
ably occupied around 500 A.D., were excavated. These unusual houses,
first reco r, were reu.\h d in floor plan by an
oval-shaped outline of post holes. and_information recovered
B e s e Saciet’s Woadiand callcion.
Some of the specimens are being prepared for display in the museum. The
1966 wml in-the Elk Gity area as the fourth and concluding season for

cheological specimens and the information are now
soon be available in a

umlrn,umg laboratory analysis and. the results il

ished by the Hmunmll Sockety in its .ml]\mpu\uzlml e
t Hays was performed in conjunction with plans
for @ new museum V\Iu](|m5 T ion o i i \,.uldmge
The project was to ascertain what subsurface features of the
information about the old hmm.m

Archeological work at

of the fort
fort's presence still existed, to supplemer

tions and to provide items for display in the new museum.
Calabrese supervised the excavations, which were concentrated in e
of the sutlers store. This work revealed two rectangular pits which
possibly represented the cellars and a series of wooden stringers and posts
Which outlined the remainder of the structure. ~Bottles, crocken
coins, buttons, drinking glasses, comb, pipes, bulles, and “nm\“ cases
wwere recovered, many in fine condition, which will be used for display
material in the new museum

n July and August a third crew under the direction of Tom Witty
retumed to the Republican Pawnee village site in Republic county. This
state-owned site still retains the visible evidence of some 22 carthlodge
Jocations with & surrounding fortfcation wall and storage pits. The work
this summer was part of a large-scale development which will include con-
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struction of an archeological museum over the excavated floor of an earth
lodge. Al of the tools, pottery, and refuse that remained when the lodge
was abandoned some 150 years ago will be exposed and left in place. Floor
features such as the post holes, fireplace and altar will also be exposed and
left visible. An attempt was also made this summer to recover burials
associated with the village. Eight grave pits were located and opened but
relic hunters had already destroyed the skeletons and removed any g
goods which may have been present. At the close of the season another
carthlodge floor was excavated. This was a small house just 26 feet
diameter which yielded among other things a small hawk-like effigy of fired
clay.

p pace with the reservoir and watershed construction programs the
Historical Society completed three surveys to locate archeological sites
which would be damaged or destroyed in the Big Hill reservoir, Labette
county. the Walnut Creck watershed, Brown county, and the upper Black
Vermillion watershed, Marshall and Nemaha counties. Some 25 prehistoric
sites were located in this work.

The 23d Plains Conference for archeology was held in the Historical Society
building during the Thanksgiving holidays of 1965. This marks the first
fmo this gocp bas beld s mectags o K. Some 160 peaens o 15
states, the District of Columbia, and three Canadian provinces registered for
e i T e S e et
‘The Society was fortunate to have as cohost the Menninger Foundation of

ober, 1965, and again in March, 1966, the Society arclnvlog:sb
conducted field schools at an important stratified grass lodge village site near
Lamed Mebers of tho Kensss Authropologicl Asociation, & ststrwids
amateur organization, attended the two three-day session:

e e e
Commision and the Historcal Society has been publshed in a report The

e of Photo Interpretation in Archeological Salvage Programs in Kansas.
The report deals with the use of aerial photography in locating archeological
sites throughout the state.

DIvISIoN 0F ARcHIVES AND MANUSCRIPTS

From October 1, 1965, thmough September 0, 1066, the division :um\clcd
more than 800 inquiries by mail, 300 by ucplmm», and served more than
1,200 researchers who used nearly 8,000 i ety 0 Bl
copies of records and maps were also pmvldrd

Public Records—Public records from the following state drmmnemx ave
been transferred during the year to the Division of Archives and M ipts:
Dates (7mmlth/

s Title
Admisistation, Dept. of Original budget requests
the legislature. . 1963-1965 15 vols.

Agriculture, Board of Agricultural statistical
abstracts 1963 106 vols.

Population schedules

of cities and

ships 1965, 1066 8,533 vols.

1964 1,674 vols.
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Alcoholic Beverage Comm. ... Annual Report 1 10wy
Givil War Centennial Comm.. . Letters and papers ... 19611965 1 folder
Insurance Department Annual statements,
Life 1963 268 vols.

Annual statements,
Fire and Casualty, 1955-1058 2,002 vols

Tax statements and

mmary

sheets 1962 8 vals

Pricate Manuscripts.—Sixty-nine recls of microfilm, one reel of magnetic
tape and approximately 10 cubic feet of manuscripts were accessioned last year.

“Among the more important collections received were the papers of Richard
J. Hopkins, judge of the U. S. District Court for Kansas from 1920 until his
death in 1043. During Hopkins® long carcer he served as a member of the
legislature, licutenant govenor, attorney general, and justice of the state
gt

o . Page, Topek, has donate lettrs and pagessof Alfred W, Beon
kil B oot s apeesen s Kaad 0 U SUBEMSTAH O
1907 and served as a justice of the state supreme court, T07 1515,

Durel Semlar gave 2 small ollection of business comespandence from the
Topeka firm of F. M. Steves & Sons, which was a dealer for Briscoe auto-
oot IONS1O14. Steves & Sons Printing Co. also pul\lnhul the autobi-
ography of Carry A. Nation in 1909 and some comespondence relates to
that venture.

William E. Treadway, Topeka, has presented the Society with letters written
by Jobn Quincy Adams, Andrew Jckson, John Jay, and John arshall The
Satunday Night Literry Club of Topeka purchased for the Society a letter
written from For y in 1854 by Capt. Nathanicl an n which s d-
S i it e slavery controversy. Lyon later became a
brigadier general. He commanded Union forces and was killed at the Battl
of Wilson's Creck, Mo,

M. C. F. Ebey, Topela, donated a collection of busines papers o th
Ted North theatrical group covering the period 1925-1937. The papers clearly
define the troup’s financial heartaches and successes.

Balle P. Waggener Atchiscn, presented s dixy of an automchile rp from
the Missouri river to Manitou Springs, Colo., in 1908. The jouney, made by
1 Phar, W, . Waggeom, s outiiod on 8 30-fock serll mmy ki ws
also given to the Society

Several fine collections were obtained on microfilm. The Woman's Kansas
Day Club provided the Society with money to purchase a film copy of tract
books and plats kept by various land offices in the state. The tract books list
all lands disposed of by the United States government under various laws
including homestead and preemption.

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe railway company lent for microfilming
auaity of mamuscript nd printed mateial perabing o the consuction and

ailroad. Included are system circulars dating from the
ot 1870's to 1855, catn conceming motive power, and historical aformation
and sketches.

Dr. William R. Petrowski, Moorhead, Minn,, gave 11 recls of microfilm
containing selected records from various United States government depart
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relating to the financial aspects of the construction of the Union Pacific Rail-
ion (formerly the Leavenworth, Pawnee and Western), and

Julian Zimmerman, Topeka, lent the papers of his father, the late Phil E.
Zimmerman, for microfilming. The major portion of the collection falls between
1910 and 1040 and includes material on motorcycle clubs, the 21st Kansas
Volunteer infantry regiment, anti-Bolshevik campaigns, the Non-Partisan
R o T s ks o e Wk,

Fhotogrphs and Mepe.—Duing the your 3065 photograpks wers aidd
0 the Socicty's collection while 20 duplicate, damaged, or othery
e e inavi 1) ik hrvase) o 0421 OF, s 270 et
gifts o lent for copying, 161 were photographed by the Society's staff, and
182 were transferred from other departments. Eighty-six color slides and
Boag and five reels of motion picture flm were also added.

mong the heaviest contributors to the Society’s picture collection this year
were several local historical societies and museums who lent photographs for
Siag, The Hskwlod scioion of Ellwrth, Frasbli, ey, Fiomel Shawoee
and Wilson counties all provided excellent pictures as did the nd
Moo Susas Gicaty Blstoical Socioy, the Chisheim ‘Trsl Minser of
Wellington, and the Cherokee Strip Living Museum of Arkansas City.

Photographic coverage of the Topeka tomado of June 8 came in part from
the Society’s own photographers, but Stauffer Publications gave sevenl prins
from the e of the Topeka Daily Captal and State Journl, and M urles
W. Wright and the Gity of Topeka presented s arge collcton of P photo-
craphs made by the Kansas Air National Guard.

Kansas railroad pictures came from two sources. The Santa Fe railroad gave
more than 200 photographs, many of them taken along the system during the
1651 flood, and Howard Killam, Topeka, lent for copying nearly 800 photo-
graphs of Kansas depots, sidings, and locomotives which cover several of the
lines serving the state.

Theatrical photographs, including portnits of notable Kansas performers

ere donated by John Ripley, Fred Howe, Mss. C. F.

T oy AW e Towia oot TioAinte v v ived

th the Phil Zimmerman and Alfred W. Benson manuscript collections

and some fine 19th century western Kansas scenes were given by Caroline

Walbridge, Topeka; and Harry Fees of Erie, Pa., through Clyde Blackbum,

Leoti. Dale Trwin, Valley Falls; Floyd Souders, Cheney; Paul Gibler, Claflin;

and Charles Basore, Bentley, continued their searches for historical photographs
suitable for preservation by the Society

The demand for print from the Saclet's picturo collecion seached now

heights. Nearly 5500 prints were made during the year, including approxi-
mately 300 for book and magasine publisers I he United Sates e Borope

One hundred and seventy-four new maps have been accessioned this year,
112 of which are recent issues of the United States Geological Survey. The
U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey deposited 15 acronautical charts of Kansas
and the Kansas Highway Commission Gxvo 29 ney couny bighway mape

Kansas maps of the 1860's were given by Walter Pickart of Gary, Ind., and
Ruth Marie Field of Hollywood, Call. The U. 5, Army Corps of Enineers
donated a bound set of Missouri river navigation charts and Judge Arthur

Argo
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Stanley of Kansas City lent for copying an 18th century map of the Mississip
valley and Louisiana.

The family of A. M. Minier, Highland, gave an 1858 plat of Highland and
Leslie Linville, Colby, presented a map of the now defunct Ennis Gity, made in
the mid-1880's. Other maps of value came fmm Mrs. Richerd Gavith, Denver,
Colo; Howard Ra\m\f(ml Ellis; Mrs. Oscar ington, Topeka; and the
Woman's Kansas Day

Limnany

Library patronage this year totaled 7,794, nearly 500 more visitors than
last year. The largest increase was 18’ porcent In the mumbes of patrous
who used library material on microfilm. More inquiries by mail were
received and answered than last year Ammhme from October 1o M
e ) s ol
June cach month's

R n-gnh\r patrons suffered as a
had no time nor inclination to do_resca
cancelled or delayed visits because they were uncertain as to how much the
Society had been damaged.

The library suffered some loss from the tomado. Ten books were at the
bindery in the state printing plant, four of which were clipping \nlumu
dating back to 1883. These were irreplaceable, and when at last
unearthed.from a great ple of bricks, they wero triumphantly returmed by
three bindery employees, who scemed every bit as happy as we that the
lost had been found. No trace was found of the six remaining books.
Clippings, magazine articles, and illustrated booklets issued by the Topeka
Capital-Journal, Bert C. Carlyle, the DuPont Company, Southwestern Bell
Telephone Company, and WIBW TV-Radio have been collected and filed for
a permanent record of the disaster.

Fourteen daily newspapers have been read, clipped, and mounted by Mrs.
Marian Bond, who succeeded Mrs. Louise Green as clipping clerk in January.
With some temporary help, a large backlog of clippings and the usual large
number received from the Society’s clipping bureau were sorted, arranged,
and mounted. About a doren old volunes were also remounted but much
more remains to be done. A permanent part-time assistant in the clipping
department s badly nee e

ce the last report 144 reels of microfilm of federal census records have
I AT P e e
with a few printed records the library now has all of the 1790, 1800,
and 1820 federal census records as well as 47 recls for 1830,
1840, and scattered reels for 1860, 1870, and 1880. Gaps in the 1830 and
1840 records will be filled as rapidly as possible but the 1860 to 1880
‘e many more reels for each state and hence are very expensive.
t as patrons donate them to. the
sod the fac that the
, copies of the o

exc in many instances inaccurate and Incomplete. The patron, Robert A,
Goodpasture, Sumnyvale, Calif, donated the. microfimfrom the - origial

census and the 187 purchased
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The 1850 U. S. census was the first to list all members of a family, and i
important because it s a record of the Eastem background of nearly al
aduls who emigrted o Knsas duing the 1850 and 1860 The library
has the 1850 records for 27 of the then existing 30 states plus those for the
District of Columbia and the i o Calieias Mumason ANt Mbgsin
and Oregon. The extensive use of these records is reflected in the increase
in readersof Ibrary micofim

or the purchase of microflm census records and books were
B 17 Vugare Drunsing chsptm, Deghtees of tho A olonists, in
‘memory of Miss Mabel Jones and Mrs. Lillis Peugh; Concordia and Polly Ogden
chapters, Daughters of the American Revolution; Daughters of Colonial Wars
in the State of Kansas, for the purchase of a Kansas book; Society of Mayflower
Descendants in the State of Kansas, in memory of Mrs. Thomas E. Burton and
Mrs. Gordon Bennett Thompson; National Society of Colonial Dames of Amer-
fea i the Sal of Kines s Frink, Topeka; Mrs. John Walter Gibson,
Wichita; Robert A. Goodpasture, Sunnyvale, Calif; Robert H. Reeder, Evans-
G \hlxl R. Smith, mna;,.- 2 Mex, Bruce Warner, Topela

Kansans and former Kansans who donated genealogical books, pamphlets
L el fotte Joms Foi Ao, Garmctt
cmmm, Erik P. Conard, Pittsburg; Daughters of Americ ol
Society; Daughters of the American Revolution, Kansas Society; 3

e Tilkboro; Rt Maric Fied, Hallywood, Gli s Mrs. Fay Glenn, Priiic
Village; Delbert L. Grover, Topeka; Mrs. Russell Hays, Baldwin; Lyle Hinz,
Topeka; Maj. Charles Homer Haughs, Humboldt; Mrs. Harry M. Tves, Silver
Lake; Mrs. W. R. Ives, Mount Hope; Mrs. V. E. McArthur, Hutchinson; A. N.
McQuown, Sr,, Austin, Tex; Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Massey, Wichita; Natio
Society of Colonial Dames in America in the State of Kansas; Mrs.
I Ll Liene ] Ontous, Wesen Hamis X Sy,
Wichita; Mrs. D. R. Storbeck, Winfield; Mrs. Walter Stumbo, Topeka; Mrs.
Irma Tindall, Shawnee; William A. Tomlinson, Topeka; and Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Wilson, Towanda. Many of the additional 25 books and pamphlets contributed
by out'of-state donors contain material on Kansas families. Donations from
Keosans included iy hitories cemetery inscrptians, nd othes ol e

Collections received during the year include a variety of material. Two
oustanding collections aro cnposd. akuast eatirely of Kamsas books.  One,
from the library of the late W. G. Clugston, contains a large number of books
and magazine articles written by Mr. Clugston and books of many prominent
Kansans, including several new titles in Little Blue Books and other publica-
tions of the Haldeman-Julius Press of Girard.  Incidentally, the first Little Blue
Book was published in 1919, By 1929 that press offered 1,260 titles and e
sold over 100 million books at 5¢ each. Not designed for permanen
a small percentage of the titles have been preserved. The Historical bnuvl)
U055 120 115 of o books. The socond large sollection’ comsiets of 35
duplete books and severs] pumphiets from the brary of the Mennonite

Brethren Historical Society at Hillsbor

B ke, i s b collection of ssicial ou
tho Smith cars manufactred In Topeka. 1. V. les, Manbatta, helped to i
in fles of the mlor poltial pary patfors i political material.
Elizabeth Claek, Topek, donated two valusble Western books:  Letirs of
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Young Miner Covering Adcentures Darin the Galfomia Goldruh, 18401652,
written by Jasper Smith Hill, and The Pioneer Campfir Anecdotes,
Adventures and Reminiscences, by G. W. Kennedy, pioncer of 1853, Other
donors of collections include: Jesse L. Brownback, Riley; C. S. Gavitt, Topeka:
Gish estate, Topeka; Mrs. Virginia Hicks, Lakin; Highland Mission, Highland;
M. V. E. MeAnthur, Hutchinson; Marco Morow estat; Mrs. Nylo . Millr
cka; Mrs. Naomi Nielsen, Lyons; Alfred B. Page, Topeka; Theo. H. Scheffer
Wash; Stoves Drinter, Topekas Mal, Waltex A Tuchscherer,
Topeka, from the estate of Dudley James Pratt; and the Tinkham Veale estate
Topeka.

Flouay Devis Mazas, vho e bis M, . thei, Alfred Hory Les
Western Story Teller, s Western University, EI Paso, Tex., donated a
copy Pk Gty Biow 15 Léces ond Whe 1 i & Mastds theds by Sends
Swanson Wiechert, Kansas State University, was the gift of Col. and Mrs. Harrie
S. Mucller, Wichita. The Kansas Pacifi: A Study in Railroad Promotion, a
Ph. D. thesis at the University of Wisconsin, was donated for microflming by
the author, William Robinson Petrowski. Several other theses, needed for spe-
clal ssearch, wero borsowed from college Iibras e micmofimed

During the year the library has received histories of the following churches

mia Methodist Church; Bloom Methodist Church; Leon Methodist Church;
Riley Methodist Church; Valley Falls Methodist Church, 1866-1966; Harmony
Methodit Church, Mankato, 1883-1065; United Presbyteran Churh, Olathe
965; Spring Ridge Presbyterian Church, Paola, 1865-1965; Community

muh( I e o e i e i e

tholic Church, Greenlea, 75th anniversary; Temple Beth Sholom, Topeka;

an Church, Topeka; and the First Presbyterian Church, Wellington.
More church records and histories of this kind are needed.

Four mimeographed books on sugar lore, ar Tramp for 1947, 1930,
1954, and 1963, were the unusual gift of Ben Gutleben, Walnut Creek, Calif.
whose father was a ran minister at Home, Kan, in the 1880’s. Dona-
tions of local histories have included Assaria, Kansas, 80t Anniversary, 186-
1966, issued by the Assaria Retail Merchants; Lindsborg on Record, by Selma
Lind, pseud. of Mrs. Einar Jaderborg, Li
Elgin, Kansas, in Retrospect, by Mrs. Louise McElroy, Peru; Growing Up in
Cottonwood Falls, by Ada Pugh Stevens, donated by her son, Francis Stevens
Sydney, Nova Scotia; History of Stanton County, Kansas, by Elam Hilty
from E. G. Reid, Osage City; Center Township, Reno County, Kansas, by Mrs.
Marson High French, Partridge; Lest We Forget: Memories of Brantford
Township (Washington Co.), 18651966, donated by Mrs. Edward Meyer
Clifton; Schools and Education in the Flush Community, Pottawatomie, Kansas,
by the Rev. J. E. Biehler, St. George

0 newly organized societies, the Barton County Historical Society and
the Midwest Genealogical Society at Wichita, began the publication of bulle-
tins recently. ‘The Dickinson County Historical Society added a volume to

large collection of Dickinson county history which it has placed in the
library. Many other books of fiction, reminiscences, and poetry will be listed
nder Kansas books in “Recent Additions to the Library” which is published

the Kansas Historical Quarterly each y




THE ANNUAL MEETING

Library accessions, October 1, 1965-September 30, 1966, were:
Bound volumes
Books

Kansas

Genealogy and local history
Indians and the West
Kansas state publications

Total
Clippings
Periodicals

Total, bound volumes
Microcards (titles)
Microfilm (reels)

ot

neral

Genealogy and local history
Indians and the West
Kansas state publications

Total, pamphlets
Microriar Divisiox

This year the microfilm division produced 832,439 exposures, a four percent
increase over the preceding 12-month period. Production totaled 507 roll
the first time since 1958 that it exceeded 500 rolls. Filming of newspapers
accounted for 97 percent of the work, with the balance divided between
archival and library materials
Longer runs of newspapers filmed were:

Alma Wabaunsee County News, My 15, 1872
janu 1894 8 rolls

Coffeyville Daily ]()umﬂl January 1, 1944-December
31, 1 25% rolls

Cottonwood Falls s Gany Gaurant, October 26, 1874-
October 13, 190 14 rolls

El Dorado Walnut Valley Times, April 17, 1874-April
% rolls

Emporia Wukh/  Gecstc (Standard), August 25
)-December 25, 1 20% rolls
Weekiy Republican, ]nmmn 26, 1882-
June 8k rolls

Florence Herald, o 1a! 1576-June 6, 1885;
February 12, 1887-August 29, 1 % rolls

Harper Sentinel, August 17, 188: nmmlm 6
1917

234 rolls
Hiawatha Kansas Democrat, September 5, 1883-April
, 1924 27 rolls
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Independence South Kangas Tribune, February 9, 1876-
, 1942 33% rolls

st mvd m n, January 21, 1876-Novem-
ber 23, 1903 12 rolls
La Cygne Journa, Yone 18, 1870-Decemmber 30, 1965, 31 rll

Lawrence Unieersity Daily Kansan, September 12,
1963-August 2, 1966 4 rolls

Manhattan Nationals, December 23, 1870-March 11,
82 rolls

Marysville arhal County News, October 5, 1584-
December 26, 1930 32 rolls

Osawatomie Graphic-News, January 3, 1963-December
30, 1965 4 rolls
Paola Miami Republican, Jamuary 5, 1877-De-
931 28% rolls
Pleasanton Cnter ey 55, 1899-July 27, 1911 .. 8K rolls
Topeka Lance, June 9, 1883-July 11, 1896 Th rolls
Valley Falls Register, February 11, 1881-September 2

1891

7 rolls
Washington Washington County Register, August 20,

1881-August 24, 1951 47% rolls

Post, May 4, 1883-July 12, 1895 44 rolls

Republican, Avgust 18, 1870-February 24

1905 165 rolls

Yates Center Netws, June 8, 1877-December 26, 1930 .. 30 rolls

dition, = mlm newspapers were microfilmed, each requiring less
s of f were

In ad

than four rolls nd nine rolls of library and arc

conpleted.’ Work o fa progress on the McPherson Republican, which will
be filmed from December 11, 1879, through 1930.

Musgoae

In 1966, 73,624 visitors toured the Society’s main museum in Topeka, Dis-
zuption of normal leisure time by the tomado produced lowered attendance
figures during the carly summer months. This year's attendance is about
8,000 less than last. Guests included residents of 46 foreign e
states except Nevada, for a total of 2,180 visitors from outside

“The Story of Atcheology in Kansas” was the subject of the anmual eshibit
at the Kansas State Fair at Hutchinson. It presented a graphic display on
archeological work in the state and the Society's plans for interpretive museurns.
‘The exhibit was viewed by slightly more than 18,500 visitors.

Efforts to improve the educational program of the Society con
plans were formulated to coordinate student visits to our main museum with
the school curricula. Materials which can be supplied to teachers include
previsit and postvisit lessons to supplement the material covered in the visit
and vlvmll portable exhibity keyed to larger museun topics.

he traveling >1mmgmp]m exhibit of the Kansas Press Association was
iy April and May and was well received.

Much of the staffs time was devoted to refurbishing displays and biling
new ones at the Pony Express Station near Hanover. The back roc
outfitted as a general store and new cases were installed in the main exhibi
room. More work is planned this winter.
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Stanley S, musoun director of the Society, at ded the Mountain-Plains
Paso, Tex., as a member of the executive council

In March James Marler joined the museum staff as curator of exhibits and
in September Robert Strickland as assistant museum director
Exibis i the museum suffered only minor tomado damage, except the
glassware and china cases. The New York State Historical Association has
Witten that it is sending & replacement pieco of glassware, and other friends
have also offered assistan
The sseu cllctons wers fcressed by 108 scomions oalng 773 s
Mrs. Wil John, Topeka, gave sed by her husband in his work a
L i o weve donutnd by Wen Savioe, L
rence; Anna L. Myers of Weir gave a large collection of Red Cross nurse uni-
forms, kits, and clothing used in World War I by Ethelyn Myers; many groups
gave bricks for the brick collection; and Saralena Curtis,
llaneous collection consisting mostly of dishes and a
“This last collection was brought in a day or two after
ek eyl tormado b Jooe
oth & S. F. railroad, Topeka; Mrs. Algot Anderson,
Topeka; Mrs. Francis ameld , Horton; M. J. E. Armold, Horton; Mr. and Ms
Wilfred S. Baker, Shawnee Mission; Mrs. Fred A. Bangs, Madison; L. G. Bean,
Topeka; Margaret M. Bennett, Gypsum; George Bistline, Topeka; Mrs. E. G.
Blackburn, Courtland; Wayne L. Bland, Topeka; Mrs. Jesse Blevins, Topeka;
Dr. F. C. Boggs, Topeka; David Boyle, Chicago, IIL.; Mss. Vincent Canzenaro,
Newton; Devid Clrk, Ovags; Mis. W. G. Clugton, Topeks; Clorado State
Historical Socey; Dr. Panl Conrad, Hiswatha; Mrs. Warren . Cook, San
0, Calif; Ms. O. L. Copas, lh\\dunwn estate of Mrs. Myrtle G. Corell,
\Lm!mu-m Bruce F. Cossitt, Wichita; Mrs. Carolyn D. Crabb, Independence,
Mo, Ellsworth A. Crowley, Topeka; Charles Darnell, Wamego; Sophia Davies,
Emporia; Mrs. Della Davis, Topeka; Mrs. Loren Delp, Topeka; Mrs. Ann
D Topeka; Mr. and Mrs. H. H. DeVault, Shawnee Mission; John V.
Dobbs, Topeka; A. G. Dreyer, Big Springs; Mrs, Lucius Eckles, Pearl City,
Huwai; Joeph C. Evaus, Mashattn; Jane Fansing, Okisboma City, Okl
Mrs. Harry S. Fisher, Ottawa; Maurice Fritzemeier, Stafford; Mary Ruth Gerye,
Tonaes o s s ot e o . Lawrence; Ruth Greenmore,
Topeks; Harey . Haneon, Muncie; Clark Harvey, Topeka; L. N, Howl,
Medicine Lodge; Mrs. Ira Hinsey, Arkansas City; Mrs. Benjamin Hill, Topeka;
the Gladys Hoanson family, Topeks; Ceorg Jefneky Ellswort; Mis Willam
Jenkins, Topeka; Larry Kane, Topeka; Kansas State Prison, Lansing; Mrs.
Atlene B. King, Topeka; Richard Krase, Norwich; Alfred M. Landon, Topeka;
Lincoln Rock and Mineral Club, Lincoln; Lyons Boy Scouts; Mrs. Madeline
ex.; Marshall sisters, Shawnee Mission; M. A. McGhehey,
e 8- McGinai, Topeka; H. Eugene McKicksl Sallo; Chaslote
. Motzmuitn, Topeka; etate of Mis. Alfrd Miller,
[ iioiey 0 Mo Giene Gy o 0 £ Miller,
Nl H. Miller, Topekay Mes. A. B, Mollin, Topeka; Norman
cumseh; Alfred B. Page, Topeka; I L. Pfalser, Caney; Ruth Mary Price,
‘Topeka; Charles E. Rauh, Hutchinson; Milton Reichart, Valley Falls; Republic
County Historical Society; Pat Reust, Frankfort; Mr. and Mrs. Robert W
Richmond, Topeka; James S. Sandstrum, Topeka; Mr. and Mrs. John C.
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Schuler, Sr., Topeka; A. C. Schultz, Capitol Medal, Inc., High Point, N. C
Laurent Senevoy, Topeka; F. M. Shelton, Topeka; Mrs. Louis Smith, Topela
cstate of Mabel L. Snell, Topeka; Sanley D. Sobl, Topeka; F. M. Seves &
Bl ks 0. Topeis B ©. L Siewr, Dt T Sturmbough
B Biles WALoES Tavin Lecrinan, i Virgil L. Teeter, Hutc i
inson; Harlan Trego, Council Grove; Walter A. Tuchscherer, Topeka; Vea
state, Topeka; Gl Vinson, Topeka; Balie . Wasgener, Achison; Bernar
C. Wanner, Topeka; the Rev. Augustin Wand, S.J.,

Sala Topala; Harey . Weably, Tineos, Nebs Mok G C. Web,

Wilson County Historical Society; Mrs. Bertha Winfield, Wilson; laine
U. Wray, Topeka; Mrs. William J. Seidler, Topeka; Mrs. E. A. Zimmerman,
Bethesda, Md; Joe Zimmerman, Topeka; Mrs. Myrtle Zimmerman, Sterling

NEwspAPER AND Census Division

This year has been a memorable one for the newspaper and census
division. ~ First, the demand for census records and newspaper birth notices
skyrocketed because of more stringent requirements for proof of age by
persons qualiying for social security, and especially because of the medicare
program.  For several months it was necessary to increase the staff of the
department by ono parttime wnd e follthae employees. Secondly, a large
number of newspaper volumes were lost or badly damaged when the June §
tomado destroyed part of the state printing plant where the newspapers
were being bound

Certified copies of census records and newspaper items fumhhrd totaled

s us and
and microfilm reels
year to over 18,000, The department was visted by 8,170 patrons. snd re.
quests received by mail more than doubled, climbing to 7,
and patrons through u“ year iocinded
apers, an increase of over 3,000 from last
car; 3730 single isues of newspapers, the only category in which wo report
a lower figure; 4,764 recls of microfilm, a substantial increase;
census volumes, a jump of over 12000 from the yoar before
500 photostatic copies of newspaper pages and articles
patrons by the department, in addition to several hundred from magazines and
books

The newspaper loss in the tomado has necessitated extensive correspond-

ence with Kansas publishers in an attempt to replace anywhere from one
to the entire year of about 100 of the 1965 files. When it has not
Mvn possible for publishers to replace the newspapers, many times they
their own files for microfilming. ~Publishers have been
cooperative, and to them the Society and the public
of thanks. In addition, we have been busy cleaning and repairing damaged
issues not replaced, but usable.

The Society continues to receive almost all current issues of Kansa
papers.  Also, 16 publishers are donating microfiln copies of their current
papers. Kansas newspapers presently received as dailis, six triweeklics
15 semiwecklics, 208 weeklies, and 119 published less frequently. Of these
331 are community newspapers and 165 are school, church, business
miscellancous publications. Fourteen out.of-state newspapers are received.
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Added to the fles duing the vesr were 563 bound volumes of Kansas
otal of 62014. Nincteen volumes of out-of-state
.wmmv bringing that total to 12,126 The microfiim
file of newspapers was incry reels. It now stands at 10,639 reels.
Donors of older newspapers this year included: Blahut, Topeka
W. E. Boatwright, Cabool, Mo.; California State Library, s i P
E. Christensen, Manhattan; Ray C. Elkinton, Topeka; Ruth Marie Field
Hollywood, Calit.; John D. Gilchriese, Tucson, Ariz; Frank Graham, Florence
Mirs. A C. Langworthy, Mision il R. W,
Mrs. H. Schroff, Hiawatha; Evelyn Myers, Weir;
rask . Historical Socey, Houel Bulls, Linealn Mrs
, Redlands, Calif.; Mrs. Robert W. Richmond, Topeka; F
Ross Zimmerman, Sterling. Among persons lending issues

. Topeka;
A. Copple, Osage City, and the

newspapers for copying were

Miner. Several issucs of carly Eastern newspapers con-

as items have been purchased.

Historic Sires
First Teritorial Capitol—All 50 states, the District of Columbia, the

Rico, and 16 foreign countries were represented by the

Philippines, Puerto
1 on the Fort

524 visitors who registered at the First Territorial Capitol
Riley military reservation. This is about 1,200 less than the preceding yea
possibly accounted for by the decline in activity at the fort while divisions
wero changes

unds are availble this year to_install system in the Capitol
el completed visitors should "ona «m B et o
during the rigors of winter temperatures,

Frontir Histrical Purk—Nearly 17,000 visitors regisered. at the OId
Fort Hays museum from s opening on May 15 untl Scptember it
it closed for the season. was a somewhat smaller number than in 1965,
and is likely due to the closing of US-40 highway bypass from the west
during construction of an approach to 1-70. Many more thousands used
the park for picnics and other recreation,

A laosele development of cld Pt Hays was spproved by the 1068
legislature. It is to be financed with federal funds retumed to the state as

cment on matehing-fund progruns of the State Highway Commiston

and the State Park Authority. Some of this moncy, after months of delay
e S el e
designated by the State Architect’s office to draw plans for a combination
' center and caretaker's quarters, and this winter the museum block-
and guardhouse are expected to be renovated and improved in time
for the Hays centennial in 1967. As soon as time and funds permit, the
frame officer’s quarters will also be repaired and made into a period display
area. If the architect produces the plans, and if the money is all forthcoming

soon, the new building should be completed by late 1967.

he report of the archeology division, a field
Tast summer, developing new information based on
e and recovering a large quantity of material, much of which
in museum displays. The Society is tremendously indebted to

Mrs. Virginia MeArthur of Hutchinson, one of our directors, who made a most
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for this archeological work. Federal funding money,
through the BOR program, had been budgeted to cover these expenses but
th money was o avallble . time.  Without Mos. MeAsthurs, help, e
work would have been delayed a year, and some of it could never have been
done because construction of the new building would have destroyed part

generous gift of $6,000

o me area with which we were concerned.
talented local sculptor, Fritts Felten, is at work on a huge statue of a
(L R ey o e e
and Felten has been chipping away at his buffalo for more Py
US-10

pedest
year. The sculpture, called Monarch of the Plains, s located on
bypass at the entrance to the Fort Hays museum area. Felten plans to con
plete his work before the beginning of the centennial celebrations next year.

unston Memorial Home—Attendance increased to 1,119 this year, 300
e 1t wich I pocsta gromth of nearly 40 pesoeut. Tvnly:
states are. represented in this figure. New directional signs placed on
54 b Eola el (s 1IS-160 st of Ganact wndoubizcly Ipor s
more travelers aware of the Funston museum.

Highland_ Preshyterian Mission—On July 1, 1966, Charles N. Blanc of
obinson became caretaker at Highland Mission, succeeding William Este
who retired. Visitor registration was 6,115, representing 46 states, the Dt
o Columbia, and five foregn countis. This was an inrease of more tha

percent ver lat year, the result ot lest In part of the nstalation of
heaing system which made the bullding more”eomfoctabl 1o the. wister
months. Among the visitors was a great-great-grandson of Whte Glosd, wha
was head chief of the owa when they first moved to p

A severe windstorm which swept throu
aged several of the fine old trees on the mission
trees and some drastic pruning of others was necessary,
accomplished satisfactorily. ~Fortunately, the building itself w
The museum staff has rearranged the displays on the first floor and completed
new labels for the cases, but much more work remains to be done

John Brotwn Museum.—Attendance rose this year to an encouraging 10,466
visitors—from 49 states, the District of Columbia, and 12 foreign countries—
in spite of the fact that the museum was closed for two months during the
winter because of delays in installing the heating system. A new roof was
alio put on the building and rest rooms have recently been constructed to

replace those lost when the caretaker's old cottage was razed. As soon as
R B8 et oo i e g o ths v s

attractive.

Kaw Methodist Mission.—Visitors total 8,419 and came from all 50 states,
tho Distit of Columba, Pusrta Rigor sud 14 foreign nations. ~ Eleven Indian
tribes were also represented. The Council Grove Republican and city officials
bave coninied to give. Full cooperatios 4. for et St e, Cockiy &
truly grateful. The mission, inside and out, has become a most attractive and
worthwhile historic site.

Marais des Cygnes Massacre Park—In addition to Kansas, 35 states, the
District of Columbia, and four forcign countries were represented by the
3208 visitors who registered. This is an increase of nearly 400 over the
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preceding year, and it is estimated that at least 6,000 additional people visited
the park without registering. Many families take advantage of the picnic
facilities, in addition to clubs, schools, churches, and reunion groups, besides
those who are interested in the museum. Much of the underbrush and thickets
have been cleared from the grounds, which are now clean and attractive
Pawnee Rock Historical Park—As in past years, this park is maintained by
the Pawnee Rock Lions Club, which mows the grass and keeps the park L
The arrangement is not as satisfactory as having a full
the best that circumstances permit.
1 attendance figures are available.

me caretaker but is
visitors” register is kept and e

Foines Tndion ilagr—The 1065 legilature approved a large develop-
t for the Pawnee Indian Village site in Republic county. This is to be
e ey ety i e (e
interminable delays in getting the money from Washington have put us
months behind schedule. - An architectural firm desigrated by the state architect
has completed plans and specifications for a building which will be a museumn
with caretaker's quarters but the work has not yet been put out for bid be-
cause sufficient funds are still lacking. A contract has been let for drilling a
water well, but the contractor has not yet finished his survey. Thus, one
frustration after another has delayed pro
The archeological crew did 1tum|phxh a successful two-months’ dig again
this summer, as described arlier section of this report, and determined
defstely the earth lodge Soor around which the new bulding will be con-
structed. When this development is completed we are confident that Kansas
ll have one of the finest archeological museums in the natio
st e I e e e
the preceding year. During this 12-month period there were 14,082 visitors
e i 01 reion conviein, Aoy i wre Moy Wicsicn
Greene and Frances 1. Greene, granddaughters of the
were missionaries and teachers
iw, a great-granddaughter; Col. David T. Johnson, a great-great nephew
of the Rev. Thomas Jobuson, founder of the mission, snd Dousld Blejacket
a great-grandson of the Rev. Charles Bluejacket who was in charge of Shawnee
Mission for & time after the Givil War. The Shawase Mision. Todian His.
torical Society held its annual meeting and luncheon at the mission on June
and the Daughters of the American Revolution their annual meeting and coffec
on September 8. To these groups, and to the Daughters of 1812, the Daught
of American Colonists and the Colonial Dames, the Society owes special thanks
for their interest and support.

Washington County Pony Express Station.—For the second consecutive year
attendance took a major increase. This yea
1,300 more than last year and 2000 moce than in 1064,
37 states and seven foreign countries.

1 visitors registered, nearly

They came from
The caretaker is now living on the
B el it e o Vikokald, Gontsalo
has been made in cleaning and rearranging the museum displays, and much
more work is planned.
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SusyEcrs ron Researcit

Subjects of major rescarch during the year by persons using the Socicty’s
historical collections at Topeka included: American vigilantism, Burnet’s
Mound, ghost towns in Gray county, the Kansas Board of Review, Kansas
editorial reaction to the Scopes trial, the Kansas labor movement of the 1920's

the Spanish-American War, overland migrations of
1843-1858, political behavior of the Kansas Mennonites, the Pottawatomie
Indians, Progressivism, religion as a factor in Kansas, religions aspects of
K: Santa Fe trail, the speeches of Clifford R. Hope, Sr.
mday closing law, the Topeka Free Fair,

the Kansas press and

Topeka theaters.
The following individuals were also the
Jesse James, Alfred M. Landon, Charles M. Sheldon,

subject of extensive biographical
research: and Samuel
Wood.
Socrery Hotoms, SepTempER 30, 1966
Bound volumes
11,907

Genealogy and local history
Indians and the West

Kansas state publications

tal, books
ippings
Periodicals
Total, bound volumes 113,009
Manuscripts (archives and private papers, cubic feet) 5790
Maps, atlases and lithographs 2
Microcards (titles
Microfilm (reels)
Books and other library materials
Public archives and private papers
Newspapers
Total, microfilm recls 14,180
Newspapers (bound volumes)

Out-of-State

Total, newspaper bound volumes
Paintings and drawings
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ral
Genenlogy nd local Hstory
Indians and the Wes
Kansas state publications

Total, pamphlets
Photographs.
still potographs
Black and white
transparencies and slides
Motion picture film (reels)

Total, photographs 48,815

Tz STAFF OF THE SOCIETY
the fine work of

Once again it is the secretary’s pleasure to ackno
the Society’s staff, which does its best to extend I\('lpmu hand to everyone
in need of our services. Some of our researchers are members of the Society;
others are not. Some are residents of Kansas; some are from other states and
countries. One gentleman wrote from London, England, to one of our staff
that “the Quarterly is the best Historical Society periodical that I've come
across and T always marvel at the willingness of yourself and the other staff

A

to go ‘above and beyond the call of duty’ to help people such as me.”
Kansas friend commented, “If any legislator, budget director, governor or
her govi nental person ever questions the worth of the Kansas lh\lnm.\l

ciety, I'd be happy to write or to testify to its b(mg a tremendous tax
buy We trust that all such “government persons” will take note of l\Y'i
testament

It is a privilege to thank every member of the staff, and especially the
ssistant _ secretary, lgar Langsdorf, and the department heads: Alber
Pantle, lvhmmn Robert W. Richmond, archivist; Stanley Sohl, museum di-
rector; Thomas Witty, archeologist; Joseph Snell of the manuscripts division,
and Forrest Blackbumn of the newspaper division. Recognition is due also
to the guardians of the state’s historic sites: Mr. and Mrs. A. N. Wiltz at
Shawnee Mission, Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Trego at Kaw Mission, Mr. and Mrs.
Leroy Ziegler at Marais des Cygnes Memorial Park, Leo Dicker and Floyd
Severin at the Washington County Pony Express Station, Mr.
Foster at the

Temitorial Capitol,
Eaties Mate ot tho Joha Brows Misoum, and! M. azdl Mrt, Clisrles lens
 Highland Mission.

Respectfully submitted,
Nvwe H. Misen, Secretary.

Following the reading of the secretary’s report, Sam C. Charlson
moved that it be accepted. The motion was seconded by Frank F.
Eckdall and the report was adopted.

Mr. Robbins then called for the report of the treasurer, Edgar
Langsdorf:
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TREASURER'S REPORT

Boed on the audt by the Department of Fost-Audt,offce of the
tate, for the period August 28, 1965, to
Memensie Fix Foxp
Balance, August 25, 1965
Cash, checking account $4,388.01
account 9014.90
1875
K 500000
Common stock, Standard Oil Co. of Ohio 70656
Receipts
Membership fees $3,954.66
Interest on bonds 165.60
Interest on savings account
Stock dividends
Gifts
Gain in capital value of common stock
oup insurance premiums
Atchison Flood Control and Water Front
800,00
105.00
MeArthur archeological project 6,000.00
Miscellancous  receipts 178.40

Auditor of

$19,120.12

14,850.03

$33,979.15

Disbursements:
Books, pamphlets and films
Expenses for meetings and conferences
e 36.00
56.95

5780.00
cat Smith automobile and

purchase of two museum display items 89200

Survey work, Atchison Flood Control and Water
at Development Assn. account

Purchase of equipment
Group insurance premiums
Flowers

Miscellancous supplies and expenses

—— $12316.10
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Balance, August 26, 1966
Cash, checking account
ash, savings account
ash on band
U. . bonds, S
(e antard Ol Co. of Ohlo

Evizaneri READER BEQUEST
Balance, August 28, 1965
Cash (deposited in Membership Fee Fund)
U. S. bonds,

Receip
Totaret 00 nbonds (deposted in Membersip
Fee Fund)

Balance, August 26, 1966
Cash (deposited in Membership Fee Fund)

U. S. bonds, Series

JoNATHAN PrckER BEQUEST
Balance, August 28, 1965:
ash, savings account
bonds, Series K

Receipts
Interest on bond
Interest on savings account

bursements:
Books, pamphlets and flms
n.d‘.m August 26, 1966:
savings account
s bond, Series K

$4,324.63
11,447.64
16928
00.00
2150
21,6305

$33,979.15

$364.50
5,500.00

15180

$6,016.30

$516.30
————— 8601630

$6,016.30

$237.38
1,000.00

$208.54
1,000.00
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Jomx Boors Bequest

Balance, August 28, 1965:
Cash, savings account
U. S. bond, Series K

Receipts:
Interest on bond
Interest on savings account

Balance, August 26, 1966:
Cash, savings account
U. S. bond, Series K

Tromas H. Bowwus DONATION

This donation is substantiated by a U. . bond, Series K, in the amount of
$1,000. The interest is credited to the membership fee fund.

SmAWNEE MissioNn MEMoRIAL Fonn

Balance,

August 28, 1965:
Cash, savings account

Receipts:
Interest on savings account

Balance, August 26, 1966:
Cash, savings account

BavemMAN FoUNDATION REsEARCH GRANT
Balance, August 28, 1965:
Cash, checking account $2,270.80
Receipts 4,300.00
$6,570.80
Disbursements:
Salaries and wages
Supplies and materials
e G
Balance, August 26, 1066 814021

$6,570.89
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ReSTRICTED PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT
Balance, August 28, 1965
Receipts
Sales of Publications
ansas in Maps $837.95
sas in Newspapers 498.83
Kansas Post Offices
$1,436555
Interest on savings account 1191

$1,448.46

Balance, August 26, 1966:
Shawnee Federal Savings & Loan Assn. $1,875.30
Cash on hand 73.16

$1,448.46

Major miscellaneous gifts received during the year and credited to the
membership fee fund include $6,000 from Mrs, Vernon E. MecArthur of
Hutchinson for archeological investigations at old Fort Hays; $631.67 from
the Woman's Kansas Day Club and $105 from the Colonial Dames in Kansas
for purchase of historical records on microfilm; $180 from members of the
Saturday Night Literary Club of Topeka for purchase of an original manuscript
letter of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon; a total of $185 from friends of the late W. G.
Clugston which will be used to purchase books; and $650 from R. C. Wagner
of Overland Park.

Eleven new life and 149 annual muulnri were added this year. The
Society now has 1,142 life, 335 newspape d 463 annual members. In
addition 101 persons and institutions are h\h‘d as \x\hs«.rlbuw to the Quarterly.
The magazine is also sent to members of the legis d on an exchange
basis to 209 libraries and 252 other persons and nnmmmm

STATE APPROPRIATIONS

repotcovrs nly the memberslip e fond and ol custodil funds
\ppmpmuum made to the Society by th »zn1 e are disbursed through

o Department of Administration. For the year ending June 30, 1966
uzlu.\l c\pcndmm\ of authorized state f\md\ were: Kansas State Historical
Society, including the Memorial hmldm;.', $383,428; First Capitol of Kan
$5,623; Frontier Historical Park, $12921; Funston Memorial Home, $4,05
llu,hl.md Presbyterian Mission, 51 493; John Brown Memorial Park, $5,858;

s des Cygnes Massacre Memorial Park, $5,666; Kaw Methodist Mission,

,J ; Shawnee Mulhodm Mission, $13,329; Pawnee Rock State ck,
Pawnce Indian Village, $6,149; and the Washington County Pony Express
Station, $12,270.

Repeeflly submited

Mr. Eckdall moved that the report be upprmul The motion was

seconded by Mr. Charlson, and it was so ordered.
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Alan W. Farley, chairman of the executive committee, presented
the committee’s report on the audit by the state department of post-
audit:

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITT
September 22, 1966,
To the Board of Dircctors, Kansas State Historcal Society

The executive committee being directed under the bylaws to check the
accounts of the treasurer, states that the State Department of Post-Audit has
audited the funds of the State Historical Society, the First Capitol of Kansas,
Frontier Historical Park, the Funston Memorial Park, Highland Presbyterian
Mission, John Brown Memorial Park, Old Kaw Mission, Marais des Cygnes
Massacre Memorial llur\ Pawnee Rock Historical Park, Pike Pawnee Indian

Village, Old Shawnes Mission, and the Washington County Pony Express
Station for the period August 25, 1965, to August 26, 1066, and that they are
hereby approved.

Atax W, Fancey, Chairman,
Gronae L. Axon

Frax Havexs,

Witrono Raeore.

Mr. Charlson moved that the report be accepted. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Eckdall and the report was accordingly ap-
proved

‘The report of the nominating committee for officers of the Society
was then read by Mr. Farley

NOMINATING COMMITTEE'S REPORT
awtunhvr
To the Board of Directors, I\'mm s State Historical Society
submits the following recommendations for
officers of the Kansas State lIMunx ﬂ Societ;
-year term: A. Bower Sageser, Manhattan, president; Floyd R.
eney, first vice-president; and Clifford R. Hope, Sr., Garden City,
second vice-president

For a two-year term: Edgar Langsdorf, Topeka, treasurer.

Respectfully submitted,
ALAN W. Farcey, Chairman,
Gronce L. AxpEnsox,
Frasx Havee,
WiLrony RurcLx

James E. Taylor moved the acceptance of the report. The motion
was seconded by Harry E. Hanson, and the officers were unani-
mously elected.

Mr. Robbins then invited Paul E. Wilson to speak to the directors
on the subject of the Charles Robinson home near Lawrence, now.
the property of the University of Kansas Endowment Association,
which will be razed unless some interested group can be found to
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assume the responsibility for preserving it. Mr. Wilson summarized
the career of Robinson, first governor of Kansas and an important

igure in the territorial period and the early years of statehood. He
reported that the Robinson home, once called Oakridge, is struc-
turally sound but needs a new roof and other repairs which total
an estimated $25,000. If it were to be developed as a museum it
would also be necessary to spend $5,000 to $10,000 to improve the
road, construct a parking area, and do some landscaping. Mr.
Wilson moved that the board of directors adopt a resolution to the
effect that the property should be preserved, that it merits the ap-
plication of state funds for its preservation and maintenance, and
that the Society should be designated by the legislature to admin-
ister the property. The motion was seconded by Franklin T. Rose
and was unanimously adopted.

‘The resolution follows:

RESOLUTION

Waneas, Oakridge, the farm home of Dr. Charles Robinson and Mrs. Sara
T. D. Robinson, his wife, built in 1867 and located in Grant township in
Douglas county is unoccupied and is deteriorating and may be lost to posterity
e sepsar take {0 sestore and pn

£as, Dr. Robinson was the first governor of the state of Kansas and
LR e e e e
Kansas in the summer of 1854 as one of the agents of the Emigrant Aid Con-
pany and until his death 40 years later he occupied a unique place of leader-
ship in Kansas affars, He was preeminent among the Free-State partisans
in the turbulent period that preceded statchood. He was clected governor
in 1856 when an effort was made to establish a state government under
the proposed Topeka constitution; he again became governor upon the admis-
sion of Kansas to the Union in 1861 and served in that capacity during the
policies of state government were
ter his retirement as governor, he returned to Douglas county
engaged in extensive fan
death in 1894, performed important service
the nation. Among
Kansas, superintendent of Haskell
asttut and president of the Kavess State Historeal Soclety and
ubsequent to the deaths of Governor and Mrs. Robinson, tile
o their extensive estate passed to the state of Kansas and has been used by the
state for the benefit of the state’s program of higher education and for other
public purposes. Title to Oakridge and the appurtenant lands is now held by
the Kansas University Endowment Association, and it appears likely that a
conveyance of the building and the lands upon which it is situated may be
abtainied by the state of Kansas for @ nominal consideration.
Now, Tieneron, be it resolved by the Board of Directors of the Kansas
State Historical Society
That Oakridge, the farmbouse in Grant township in Douglas county, Kansas,
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built and occupied as a home by Gov. and Mrs. Charles Robinson, should be
preserved and maintained with state resources as a significant landmark of
Kansshisor,

the stato of Kansas shoukd accpt tlle to Oakridge and th lands ap-
e s an 5 b rtaned and mcaged by
B e Riorical Socity a8 2 manument or shroe In recogition of the unique

s pefored, both before and siter statehood by Governor and Mr

Rnhmmn nd the generation of pioneers that they represent; and

¢ the 1967 session of the legislature of the state of Kansas is urged to
'\ppmpn.\lr a sum of money suffcient to restore and maintain Oakridge as an
historic Iandmark for the beneit and enjoyment of all the people of the state
of Kansas.

The foregoing resolution was unanimously adopted

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.

Annual Meeting of the Society

The annual meeting of the Kansas State Historical Society opened
with a luncheon at noon in the Florentine room of the Hotel Jay
hawk, President Richard W. Robbins presiding. Nearly 200 mem-
bers and guests attended.

The invocation was given by the Rev. Maclure Stillwell, minister
of the First Methodist church, Fredonia.

Following the introduction of guests at the speakers’ table M.
Miller introduced President Robbins, who delivered the presidential
address

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT

THE LIFE OF SEN. ED\IU\'D G. ROSS OF
KA

Riciam W. Ronans
7S i the story of Edmund Ross, United States senator from
Kansas from 1866 to 1871, who at the fateful impeachment trial
of President Andrew Johnson, on May 16, 1865, cast the deciding
vote of “not guilty” and thereby knowingly thrust himself into
political oblivion, and who by this one act accomplished so much
for the good of his country. In all history I have never found a
more courageous public official
The late F. H. Hodder, professor of history at the University of
ssas, paid Ross this well-deserved tribute: “I am accustomed to
think of Senator Ross’ vote in the Johnson trial as the most heroic
act in American history, incomparably more diffcult than any deed
of valor upon the field of battle
When 1 advised a friend of mine and a fellow member of this
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society of my subject for this meeting he advised against it on the
round that I was dealing with what happened 100 years ago and
that I might put my audience to sleep. In reply to my inquiry, he
suggested that it would be more interesting if I talked about my
personal experiences in politics and my relations with men in public
life around the country. 1 told him that I was doubtful if I could
keep you interested in such a recital for any length of time. Iam
sure you would get fed up on the personal pronoun.

Further than that, many of the men and women with whom 1
have had contacts in the art of government (I refrain from calling
it a science) are still living. Comment upon living characters in
history might arouse controversy. One advantage in dealing with
what happened 100 years ago is that dead men cannot talk back.

Perhaps you heard enough of my personal experiences in Kan-
sas politics when, at the last meeting of this honorable Society, 1
talked about the Taft-Eisenhower contest in 1952 for the Republican
nomination for President. It would serve me right if at the con-
clusion of this paper someone in this audience took exception to
some of its contents.

I make no claim to being an historian, professional or amateur
If exception is taken to any of the so-called facts of Se
life, as here set forth, T will be neither surprised nor offended. In
my book there is no such thing as a truly objective historian or

nalist. We are all prisoners of our education, our experience,

formation, and our prejudicies. Add to all this the differences

in our ability to express our particular “slant” cither orally or in
writing,

One problem of the historian, even of an amateur writing a com-

paratively short paper like this, is not what to put into his writing
but what to leave out. The numerous notes you sce at the bottom
of the pages in your books of history represent what the author
would like to put into his work but has to leave out for lack of
space.
When T tackled this paper I wondered if I would find enough to
£l in my time in an essay about Senator Ross. I soon found the
problem was to boil my information down to proportions which you
can endure sitting on these hard seats. That I have tried to do.

1 did not prepare this paper for posterity—to gather dust in our
archives. T just hope to entertain you for a half hour or 50 as a
token of appreciation for your choosing me to be president of this
Great Society

To update this paper, most of the political controversy during
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Senator Ross’ period was about state’s rights and the relationship
between state governments and the federal government in this con-
nection. Today this same controversy goes on—with the various
civil rights laws and bills, enacted and pending, in congress, and
the protest by Negroes in various ways, violent and otherwise, that
they are not getting their full civil rights. Verily, history is repeat-

ing itself.
During this never ending controversy the people of the South
have received continuing advice from the North as to how to handle
" Now with the riots and violence and re-
bellion in the North, the South must find sardonic humor in how
the North is handling its “Negro problem.” The Negro migration
from the agricultural South to industrial cities like Chicago, Phila-
delphia, Detroit, Los Angeles, and now San Francisco might be
considered the South’s historic revenge upon the North.

I have been warned that some of these “presidential papers”
were unduly long, and T shall keep in mind that as a railroader T
should be watchful of my “terminal facilities.” I recall the story of
one of our visiting preachers inquiring of the president of Yale
University how long he ought to s one of our compulsory
Sunday services. President Hadley is supposed to have replied
that “We have no limit, but my experience over the years with
undergraduates is that you won't save many souls after twenty

utes.” A captive audience is a great temptation, especially
to a speaker in his anecdotage.

Edmund Ross was born on a farm near Ashland, Ohio, in 1826,
140 years ago. He was the third of 14 children. He had a frail
constitution and his parents were solicitous for him as he passed
through the illnesses of childhood, especially when he had a severe
attack of scarlet fever. When he was 11 years old his father de-
cided to have him learn the printer's trade, thinking his physical
strength would be conserved in that occupation more than the
strenuous work on the farm. This set a pattern for Edmund’s
career to the end of his days. His first and last love was journalism.
At this time his older brother, Sylvester, was working in the office
of the Huron (Ohio) Commercial Advertiser. Edmund was taken
to Huron and placed under the care of Henry C. Grey, owner and
editor of the Advertise

dward Bumgardner, in his Life of Edmund G. Ross (Kansas

, Mo, 1949), relates that in 1841 Sylvester purchased the Huron
printing plant and moved it to Sandusky, Ohio. Here he took a
partner named Mills and they began publishing the Sandusky
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Mirror. Edmund went to Sandusky with his brother and for eight
years worked in the Mirror office. He was married on October 15,
1845, to Fannie Lathrop, with whom he lived happily for more than
half @ century. They celebrated their 50th anniversary together
at Albuquerque, N. M., in 1898,

The year 1849 was a tragic time for the Ross family. Sylvester
Ross fell victim to the Asiatic cholera which plagued the country
and was especially severe in Sandusky. Elial J. Rice, youngest
brother of Edmund’s mother, who lived in Sullivan, Ohio, when
he failed to hear from his relatives in Sandusky, drove to the city to
Jeamn what was going on, and when he retuned home he took
with him Edmund, his wife, and a sister. They \m\rd at Sullivan
until conditions at Sandusky returned to normal. During this time
Ross' father-in-law, Mr. Lathrop, and two of L.:lhmp~ daughters
died within a week

Edmund and his wife went back to Sandusky and he returned to
work at the Mirror. A daughter was bom to them in 1850. Two
years later they moved to Wisconsin, where Edmund and his
brother, William, went to work for the Milwaukee Free Democrat,
This was an enjoyable period. They lived in a pleasant cottage
and S. M. Booth, editor of the paper, was a congenial employer.

During this time the Ross brothers were involved in a significant
Tocal event. As Bumgardner tells it:

y 1854 was full of events which were bringing the issue of slavery

in the United States to a climax. In March of that year, Joshua Glover, a
fugitive slave was captured at Racine, Wisconsin, taken in chains and with
unnecessary brutality to Milwaukee and placed in prison. A hundred sym-
pathizers from Racine, joined by a larger number of Milwaukee citizens, de-
manded Glover's release, When it was refused, the door of the jail was
battered down, and the fugitive was sent across the lake on his way to Canada.
Both of the Ross brothers took part in the rescue, and the responsible leader
The latter was arrested, tried in the United

to prison. He was released by the Supreme Court of Wisconsin under a writ
of habeas corpus, but four years afterward the decision of the state court was
reversed by the United States Supreme Court.

which the fugitive slave law was carried through the courts, and it 4

the attention of the entire country. Mr. Booth was ruined financially by the
prosecution, and the publication of the Free Democrat was suspended.

Thus the Ross brothers lost their jobs, but they soon found better
ones another Milwaukee newspaper, the Daily Sentinel. Ed-
‘mund became foreman and William was a compositor.

not long after this that the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska
bill (which gave the citizens of a state the choice of legalizing
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slavery within its borders or banning it) provided the impetus for
a movement of the entire Ross family to the Kansas plains. People
all over the North quickly realized that if Kansas were to become
a free state it would be necessary to populate the territory with
enough Northern emigrants to gain a majority of the votes. In ad-
dition, reports of fertile soil, healthful climate, and other natural ad-
vantages gave promise of ideal conditions for establishing new
homes.
Quoting again from Bumgardner
Although favorably situated in life, Mr. Ross was disturbed, as all thought-
ful citizens of the country were at that time, by the news from Kansas Terri-
tory regarding the conflict th over slavery. His two brothers, William and
George, who had gone to Kansas the year before, were able to furnish first
hand reports of the conditions there, which in their opinion demanded an in-
crease -d immigration of free state settlers,
flood of emigration desired by the opponents of slavery was already
Edward D. Holton, a banker in Milwaukee, was the leader in
the nu:mu\mm of a company of emigrants in that city. One of his first
volunteers was the foreman in the Sentinel office. When it became known
that Mr. Ross was determined to go to Kansas to fight for freedom, the printers
of Milwaukee called a meeting in his honor, April 5, 1856, and presented him
beautiful rifle made by a local gunsmith. On account of his initiative
he was soon recognized as the leader of the enterprise
Careful and deliberate preparations were made for the expedition. The
company enlisted was not large, but none that year was better 4"[0\‘!‘)((‘
When it was lined up for the start, there were six large covered ea
drawn by two yoke of oen. The wagons were all of the same make, and

each s acoupied by & sparate ey Mo Holos, sted o financing

the enterprise, but Mr. Rosss equipment was provided at his own expen
The oxen which drew his wago

were from his father's farm near Janesvill
d as the head of the company, Mr. Ross, on th
> 1856, led the little procession out of Milwaukee on the “Janes-

to a point four and a half miles from the city limits, where
the first encampment of the journey was made.

When the emigrants reached Janesville, about 125 miles from Milwakee,
they were joined by the remainder of the Ross family. Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester
F. Ross, the parent of Edmund, with a young daughter, ode in a two-seated
surrey with a canvas top and drawn by a team of spirited horses
cquipped, the senior Ross was able o drive 1o sdvases o8t e cod s
suitable camping places. The youngest two Ross boys, Charles and Walter,
aged about fourteen and ten respectively, were entrusted with a low covered
form wagon, which contrastd srongly ‘Wit the  commmodloa 'vebleles from
Milwaukee. Tied to the rear of this wagon were an extra horse and a cow

The coming of the emigrants had been announced at Dubuque [on the
west bank of the Mississippi], and a banquet was awaiting them when they
crossed the o that point, From here their journey led through
Towa Gity and Oskaloosa to the western border of the state of Towa
other parties of Kansas emigrants were to cross Towa that summer [of 1
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In the summer of 1854, Missouri “squatters” had begun to post
claims to border lands and wam away prospective an Ty
settlers. The immigration of antislavery people from the North
was fostered in many ways, notably through the New England
Emigrant Aid iy whose example was widely imitated. Law-
rence and Topeka, Free-State centers, and Leavenworth, Lecomp-
ton and -\lc!u(un Proslavery towns, were among those settled in
1854

Returning to Bumgardner’s account:

For two years the pro-slavery inhabitants of Missouri had been becoming
50 hostile toward the frec state emigrants that it was no longer safe to follow
that route. For this reason a new road was opened leading through Towa
fand coming into Kansas from the north]. It was largely through the efforts
F G o . Tt s road was cpened and 1t s Lo o 1

alL” The Milyaukeo wagons weee among the it to fraverse tho new
oad o laave tracks to guide tho Csousends who were to follo

Soon after they passed through Towa 4 circular was issued there
Acisiing s Gpeming of tha Tane Tral s on Tuly 4th, the day,the ea-
nouncement was made, a group of 230 emigrants left that point on their way
to Kansas.

Nothing unusual to a journey through such a primitive country happened
£0 the Milwaukee party until the Missoui river was reached at a poin oppost
o Nebraska The crossing of the river was a tedious and laborious
operation. There was no bridge, and the crossing was accomplished by means
of a flat-boat, or scow, propelled by oars.

“The various emigrant parties leaving Nebraska City became more or less
merged as they entered Kansas, forming what was called “Lanc’s A the

it & i af s
There was some excitement
wernor of the Territory

s to assist in the process
o reach their destination without trouble.
Thirty miles north of Topeka they found a stream so swollen by recent rains
as to require the construction of a temporary bridge. The delay affording a
I e e odi T
site for a town. A number of families in the caravan, includ
Miwaukes party, decided to remain here. At tho
the town which was thus founded was named Holton in honor of the patron
of the expedition.
he remainder of the Milwaukee emigrants continued south, and as they
contived south, and 3 they approached the Kaw siver, they were met by
E. C. K. Cranvey [Garvey?], a former resident of Milwaukee. Crossing the
river by ferry on the evening of August 11th [1856], they were welcomed
Topeka and given a formal reception and supper at the Farmers Hotel

Thus did Edmund Ross arrive in “Bleeding Kansas,” then in
the middle of the slavery question, with a wife and three small
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children. He left a good position as a trained printer and a com-
fortable home behind in Milwaukee and began his great adventure
in Kansas, which was to lead finally to a seat in the United States
senate and a vote which had far-reaching effects upon the people
then living and the millions to follow, down to this day. Verily he
was a true pioneer, with the courage and spirit of which leaders
are made.

His overland trip from Milwaukee to Topeka, fraught with great
hardship and danger to himself and his family, took the better part
of three months—a distance which would be consumed now in 12
hours by automobile over ribbon smooth highways, or by air in
three hours or less.

vah’ng again from Bumgardner:

s the difficulties and the InnNum of this trip mmw\wd upon Ross
the \wr-l (ur getting some railroads n Kansas anc West, as had al-
ready been accomplished in the East.

The Milwaukee emigrants arrived at Topeka at the most exciting and dis-
couraging time in the history n! Kansas Territory. The free state settlers,
who comprised the greater part of the population, had no rights which the
administration at Washington Mt bound to respect. \obbery, arson and
murder were being committed without any attempt being made to bring
the perpetrators to account. On May 21st [1856], the Free State Hotel and
two newspaper offices in Lawrence had been destroyed under the pretense of
legal authority. In July, the Topeka Legislature, a body of men attempting
to work out a plan for the admission of Kansas as a free
persed by United States soldiers by order of Jefferson Dm\ Secretary
Sucn prominent settlers at this time were held as

camp near Lecompton because they had Wr\nm.nu! ina muwnwm
hmhu" to the organization of a state without slav,

Ross, a Democrat, found that the pn]mu of President Franklin
Pierce could not be reconciled to his love of liberty and fa

Like the “Grim Chieftain,” Jim Lane, whom he was to succeed in
lho senate, he left his party, became a Republican, and threw his
ot with the Free-State people.

Ross wrote in a notebook that has been preserved:

My first occupation in Kansas, a few days after my arrival in Topeka, was
as a volunteer in the Free State Army, carrying a musket as a pmm soldier
in a hastily m)pm\hud army for expulsion of a force of proslavery men in-
vading the territory. It was on this occasion that T xnl my first lavlc of war,
which gave me an_introduction to the four years of war that followed later
or in the history of the effort for the perpetuation n( ~hur) in Kansas.
Late in his life, Ross wrote “A Reminiscence of the Kansas Con-
flict.” This article was published in pamphlet form in Albuquerque
in 1893. In it he referred to the emigration from the North to
Kansas territory as comparable to the movement of the Children
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of Israel out of Egypt in search of a new home and freedom in a
promised land. He concluded with an appraisal of the influence
of the Milwaukee element upon the Free -State cause:

There is ground for the suggestion that it was in good part the Milwaukee
colony that proved one of the immediate and conclusive instrumentalities in
the achievement in Kansas of the final victory in the field, and thus to the
mmblnhmm« of that Iumt \\lndv marked the final triumph of freedom in that
territory, and it may also be said, in bringing on the resulting war of the Re-
bellion and extirpation of slavery, to which war it was my privilege to play
a part as a soldier of the Union Army, and also, subsequently to participate
as a senator in Congress in sealing the verdict of the sword by legislation that
forever prohibited the desecration of the soil of America by the tread of a
slave

So it may be said, in a somewhat governing sense, that the expedition herein
described was one of the direct and patent instrumentalities of saving not
only the great Southwest from the presence of slavery, but the removal of an
influence that, unchecked, would have destroyed sooner or later, the Union
itself.

In December, 1856, Edmund Ross bought the interest of John
Speer in the Kansas Tribune, a newspaper which Speer had started
at Lawrence and moved to Topeka in December, 1855, William
Ross had been working for Speer and continued with his brother.
Edmund also took an active part in political developments in the
territory, serving as secretary of the Grasshopper Falls convention
in August, 1857, and in 1859 he was a member of the Wyandotte
constitutional convention representing a district composed of four
counties.

Edmund retired from the Kansas Tribune management in Sep-
tember, 1858, and for a while lived with his father on a farm in
Wabaunsee county. In October, 1859, he and William founded a
new newspaper in Topeka, the Kansas State Record, in which he
published some of the most influential writing of his career. Bum-
gardner refers particularly to Edmund’s success in promoting the
railroad convention of 1860:

In 1850 Congress had established a precedent of furnishing government
aid for the construction of railroads. The Illinois Central had been granted
alternate sections of public land for six miles on h side of track laid through
undeveloped territory. In a series of editorials in the Record in the summer of

0, Mr. Ross advocated the calling of a territorial convention to determine
what would be the most practical railroad system for the anticipated state,
and to organize appeal for government land grants to subsidize the con-
struction, as had been done of the Illinois Central. The suggestion met with
universal approval of the other papers and of the people of the territory, and
resulted in the greatest non-political convention ever held in the territory.

—1036
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Mr. Ross was chosen as temporary chairman of the convention. For
politics were disregarded and
harmony. The present magnificent network of Kansas railroads, including the

s 3 lines which connect the middle West with the entire
of the United States was projected by the Topeka convention
d, as a member of the United States

anti-slavery and pro-slavery men worked in

of (mnym, 1860. A few years afterward
e LT R i bt o o ot o 1 o]

Jation which was proposed at that time

In September, 1860, Ross was identified with an early attempt
of Col. Cyrus K. Holliday to organize the Santa Fe railroad. Later
after the toad was reorganized, Ross tumed the first spadeful of
arth in the ceremony that started this mammoth railroad on its

when Ross was a U. S. or.
The story of Ross’ participation in the Civil War is summarized
by Bumgardner as follows

When Preident Lineol's cal for addional troops came In Jl, 162
Edmund Ross determined to give up his newspaper work and enlist in the
57, 1414 gt e Siate ooed a4t 8. D, M Demal Al NG
Adams, - William Ross previously had accepted an appointment as agent for
the Pottavatomio Indians, and Edmund began recmiing a company which
become Company E of the Eleventh Kansas Regiment. When the com
e v st oo b et R
regiment which was commanded by Col. Samuel J. Crawford.

o the spring of 1863 General Ewing dirccted Major Ross to detail one or
two companies of the Eleventh for the protection of Lawrence, which, al-
though situated forty miles from the Missouri line, was all the time in danger
of guerrilla raids. At the bottom of General Ewing’s order he wrote,

Tnterpreting this as part of the order, Major Ross took his

old Company E to Lawrence and camped on a high ridge just west of the

While the company was in camp there some of the residents of Law

were annoyed by soldiers going to their wells for water and by their

Toud singing and talking in the quict of the summer cvenings. A petition to

General Ewing resulted in the removal of the company to a point in western
Missouri

Within a few days after the removal of the company there occurred the
ot nbuman performance f the Civil War. O s
of August, Quantrill appearcd with some four hundred guerillas, m
180 [1507] unarmed citizens, and burned the greater part of the noted free
state town. Ross immediately returned with his company, and this time
camped on 4 hill cast of the stricken town. Here ho remained on guard for

bt months. [Had Ross’ company remained in Lawrence, Quantsills raid

bt never have oceurred.]

In September, 1864, the Confederate General Price entered Missouri from
Ackansas with o argo army and buried toward Fort Leavenwoth intendi
to capture the army supplics there, and to lay waste to castern Kar
eral Gurtl, . coemratnd st the Fst, and General Blant, with his
he Border” ith thlr linitod foross could caly. hape to check Prico unti
General Pleasanton could overtake him from the cast. General Blunt made a
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stand a few miles east of Kansas City, and the Battle of the Little Blue was
fought on October 21st [1864]

Part of the Eleventh Kansas, commanded by Major Ross, had been stationed
at the crossing of the river with orders to detain the enemy as long as pos-
sble. The regiment had a day of severe fighting, and Major Ross had two
horses shot from under him. Captain B. F. Simpson, who fumnished Major
Ross with another horse when his first one was killed, said: “All through
that day he was one of the coolest and bravest.” General Blunt was gradually
forced back for two days, but on the third Pleasanton arrived and Price w
compelled to retreat. The defeat of Price ended the last and most seriou
vasion of the North that was undertaken West of the Mississippi river durin
the war. The three days of fighting near Kansas City has been called the
Gettyburg of the West

When Ross was mustered out of the army, on September 20, 1865,
he went to Lawrence where his family had been living and once
again took up newspaper work. According to Bumgardner, he had
1o expectation or desire of entering political life. However, on
July James H. Lane, the senior U. S. senator from Kansas,
committed suicide. Many political hopefuls asked for the appoint-
ment to fill his unespired term, among them a prominent resident
of Lawrence. The governor, Ross’ old regimental commander, . J.
Crawford, sent a note to Ross asking him to come to Topeka. Ross
complied, and supposing that the governor wanted his opinion of
the Lawrence candidate, began to commend him. Crawford, how-
ever, interrupted Ross, saying: “We need a man with backbone in
the Senate. I saw what you did at Prairie Grove, and I want you
for senator.” So, without solicitation on his part, Ross became a
senator. According to the Dictionary of American Biography, the
appointment was popular and in 1867 the Kansas legislature elected
Ross to fll out Lane’s term.

Bumgardner writes as follows:

Immediately after his appointment, Major Ross went to Washington and
took up his duties as senator. He did not take his f: ulM) to the capital, but
secured a room and board at the residence of Robert L. Ream, whom he had
known in Kansas as chief clerk in the Surveyor Ge mnh office, but who was
now living in Washington. Mr. Ream’s daughter, Vinnie, was a genius as a
sculptor.  She had demonstrated her skill by making a bust of President
Lincoln, and she had been awarded the contract for the full-length statue of
Lincoln that now stands in the rotunda of the Capitol. Congress had granted
her a room in the basement of the Capitol for use as a studio. She will be
mentioned later

To Ross his position as senator was not a path to individual proft, but a
responsibility and an opportunity to serve his state. Two subjects then of
especial importance to Kansas demanded his attention, the development of
railroads in accordance with the plans originated at the Topeka convention
of 1860, and the defense of the frontier against the hostile Tndians. There
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were many details of the railroad problem to be studied out and presented to
Congress, and the Indian question involved the lives of hundreds of his con-
sttuents. . -

st e 51 41 tha e could 1 briog thevs ssatiry 1 e sivmsion
of Congress, but he had no assistance from the other senator from
[Pomeroy], and for several years western Kansas continued to be bt 't
Tndian trocities.

(Finally] Congress created a Peace Commission which was authorized to
pacify the Indians by making treaties with them and furnishing them with more

ssioners . . . invited the wild tribes to meet in a
council at Medicine Lodge which resulted in one of the most important treatics
ever made between whites and Indians. More than five thousand Indians

were present and some of their leaders were in an ugly mood
Senator Ross and Governor Crawford attended the peace confer-
ence at Medicine Lodge. Among the reporters there was Henry
M. Stanley, then on the staff of a St. Louis newspaper, who later
became famous as the man who went to Africa under the auspices
of the New York Herald to find Livingstone. Reporter Stanley
wrote from Fort Lamed under date of October 13, 1867, that the

y beyond that point consisted of

nces, containing the Commissioners and the press gang, a battery

mbulance
o Gatling e ofthe 4t Avilry s thisty, waions, coiabuog shaes

escorted by three companies of the Tth Cavalry, commanded b
e AT s il scomlason ) Ghcsl) oy, Higacy YR e
Senator Henderson of Missouri, Commissioner Taylor, Colonel Tappan, Gov-
emor Crawford, ex-Licutenant Governor Root, Senator Ross, A. S. H. White
[and 12 correspondents].

Apparently the strong mthry guard was present at the request of
the commissioners, not Governor Crawford or Ross.

Three separate treaties were concluded by five tribes, namely
the Kiowas, the Comanches, the Arapahoes, the Apaches, and the
Cheyennes, in October, 1867. The Indians agreed to accept reser-
vations further south in exchange for all the lands they had claimed
in Kansas and Colorado. They did settle down on their new lands
to enjoy their government supplies during the winter of 1867-1868,
but the next summer brought an outbreak by the most hostile tribes
and a campaign in which they were finally subducd.

Most of you are familiar with the Peace Treaty Pageant which the
people of Medicine Lodge and environs put on every five years
Here is enacted in a beautiful open-air amphitheatre in the hills of
Barber county the gathering of the Indians and the soldiers and
the signing of these treaties with the Indians.

Next year is the 100th anniversary of the signing of these treatie
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The pageant promises to be something special. I operate a cattle
ranch at Belvidere, Kiowa county, a few miles up the Medicine
river. 1am always represented at this pageant by a few span of
mules to pull the chuck wagons and emigrant wagons. T am still
old fashioned enough to feed cattle with mules.

I was recently foolish enough to let a friend take a picture of me

ound a mule’s neck. He returned a snapshot with
the notation, “The one with the hat on is Robbins.”

(The above is a “commercial” for the pageant, for myself, and
for the preservation and perpetuation of mules.)

The next phase of this paper might be termed “The Gathering
Storm.”

When Lincoln was assassinated in April, 1865, Andrew Johnson
succeeded to the Presidency. Although Johnson had frequently
expressed himself to the effect that secession was treason and that
the leaders of the secession movement should be punished as
traitors, he did not believe that the late Confederate states were
conquered territories to be dealt with as congress might see fit.
In this, Johnson’s opinions were in harmony with those of Lincoln,
who had acted on the theory that the states had never been out
of the Union. As commander-in-chief of the army, President John-
son had full authority to name the conditions in the various states
of the defeated South upon which military rule might be withdrawn
and civil rule substituted.

Accordingly, on May 29, 1865, the President issued a general
amnesty proclamation, granting full pardon to all ex-Confederates
(except certain leaders) who would take an unqualified oath of
allegiance to the United States. He next appointed provisional gov-
ernors for the seven rebel states which had not already begun the
process of restoration. To these governors he issued instructions
that they provide for state conventions, the delegates to be elected
by persons having taken the oath of allegiance and who were other-
wise qualified to vote under the laws of the respective states. To
the conventions he suggested (one might say ordered) that they
include in the state constitutions a provision for the abolition of
slavery, ratify the 13th amendment to the federal constitution,
nullify the ordinances of secession, and repudiate state debts con-
tracted in support of the secession movement. These were essen-
tially the same demands that Lincoln had made in the states where
he had established loyal civil governments. All this took place
during the summer and autumn of 1865, previous to the assembling
of congress on December 4.
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That body was overwhelmingly Republican in complexion and
most of the Republicans held radical views of the Southel
tion. It refused admission to the senators and representat
the rebel states and created a joint committee on reconstruction.
In my view, this committee was pretty well “packed.”

The exigencies of politics and the condition of the freed Negroes
were erucial points in the situation. The Radical Republicans de-
manded that the former slaves be granted the right to vote forth-
with and that a sufficient number of ex-Confederates be disfran-
chised to assure Republican majorities in most of the southern
states. The assumption was, of course, that the Negroes would vote
Republican out of gratitude to the party which had effected their
freedom. ‘The President would yield to none of these demands,
and in a few months the breach between him and congress was
wide open.

Meanwhile, the southern states remained unrepresented in con-
aress, while the reconstruction committee investigated conditions in
them to determine if any were sufficiently loyal to warrant their
being represented. In June, 1866, the committee reported they
were unfit for representation, but presumably this could be reme-
died by ratification of the 14th amendment which was reported at
the same time. But this amendment was defeated in all the Con-
federate states except Tennessee, whose representatives and sena-
tors were admitted. Soon afterward, congress adjourned, leaving
the whole question unresolved.

t us now take a look at President Andrew Johnson himself and
the historic drama of the impeachment trial and the part Edmund
Ross played in it. The following account is quoted from H. H.
Walker Lewis, “The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson, a Political
Tragedy,” in the American Bar Association Journal, Chicago, Janu-
ary, 1954

Andrew Johnson was bom on December 29, 1 in Raleigh, North
Carolina, of parents in humble circumstances. His father died when he was
1 and at the age u[ 14 he was apprenticed to a tailor. In 1826 he migrated
to (.mmull«, messee, and in the following year married Eliza McCardle
a girl of refine unnt and education. Johnson had no formal education, but
in the tailor shops of those times it was customary for someone to read aloud
to the workmen and he himself learned to read. His wife taught him to write
and encouraged his self-education.

It is interesting to note that Andrew Johnson reached the highest
political office in the land and was also a successful businessman,
without a single day of public or private school education. I pre-
sume he would be a member of the submerged 10 percent today
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when it is considered necessary to have at least one university de-
aree attached to your name to have any status at all in “The Great
Society

I might here add that the first thing Mrs. Andrew Johnson did
when she moved into the White Ilnuw was to purchase two Jersey
cows. She pastured them on the White House lawn and milked
them herself. She told the world \l)u was going to have fresh milk
and cream for breakfast. I haven't found any of her successors as
First Lady who felt that she had established a precedent or tradi-
tion which they felt obliged to follow.

Leuwis tells the story of Johnson's advancement

[Johnson's] business prospered, and in 1829, at the age of 21, he embarked
on a career of public service. In that year he was made an alderman and three
years later Mayor of Greeneville. In 1835 he was elected to the Tennessee
legislature and in 1843 to Congress, where he served until 1853.

In that year and again in 1855 he was elected Governor of Tennessce, and
in 1857 was chosen Senator. Although a Democrat, he was the only southern
member of Congress to refuse to secede with his state and he continued in
the Senate until 1862, when Lincoln appointed him Military Govemor of
Tennessec

In 1864 he was nominated and elected Vice-President, it having been felt
that the nomination of a Democrat from a border State would bring strength
and solidarity to the Union ticket.

Johnson was a man of outstanding intelligence, independence, and courage,
but he was lacking in humor and tact. To his lasting misfortune,
under the influence of liquor at his inauguration as Vice-President.
made the long lnp from Nashville to Washington while recuperating from
typhoid [uwr. a he is reported to have asked Hannibal Hamlin, the out-
going Vice Pres hnl‘ for a drink of whisky to give him strength for the
ceremony lhs inaugural speech was so alcoholic that Senator [Charles] Sumner
[of Massachusetts], ostentatiously buried his face in his hands. Many promi-
nent persons closely associated with Johnson have attested to the fact that he
was a man of temperate habits but his “slip,” as Lincoln called it, gave
credence to the later repeated characterization of him as a drunkard [par-
ticularly by his arch enemy, Senator Sumner].

Johnson's accession to the Presidency was at first welcomed by the Radicals.
Representative George W. Julian, of Indiana, later a member of the house
committeo to dechre articles of fmpeachment against Johnson, gave
following des ;lmn of the Radical caucus hrld immediately after the death
of Lincoln: “While everybody was shocked at his murder, the feeling was
nearly universal that the accession of Johnson m the Presidency would prove a
Godsend to the country.

You may be surprised at the hostile attitude of congress toward
Lincoln and his reconstruction policies at the time of his death.
Lincoln would probably not have had the same difficulties with
congress, had he lived, that Johnson had but it would not have
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been smooth sailing. Just remember how the British people repudi-
ated Winston Churchill after he had won the war for them. Lin-
coln’s place in American History would probably be quite different
had he lived out his four-year term of office which ended March 3,
1869.

Continuing from the Lewis article:

Johnson was known to be hostile to the leaders of the Confederacy and it
was thought that he would be harsh in his attitude. This assumption over-
looked the fact that he believed in President Lincoln’s policies and as Military
Governor of Tennessee, had carried the responsibility of putting them into
cﬁcct His views were sumn nnd in the statement that the prmtnlrd South

“must be nursed by its friends not smothered by its enemies

‘The conflict between the President and the Radical “f‘p\)hlm'\ns ‘Wwas now
in the open and irreconcilable. The President regularly vetoed Radical
Iema'AI\M and Congress almost as regularly repassed the measures over the
d a two-thirds vote, but the anti- Admlm:lmhen Republicans

margin in the House and they obtained it in the Senate by

the expulsion of Senator Stockton, of New Jersey, and by the admission of
Nebraska to statehood. An effort was made to increase the margin by admitting
Colorado as well, but this did not muster enough votes to pass over the veto.
Colorado’s population was very small, and the only vote taken in the territory
had rejected statehood. Later, during the congressional elections of 1866,
Johnson made the mistake, as it turned out, of trying to carry the issue of

Teconstruction to the people. He was badly outmaneuvered by the Radicals
and the result of the elections was to give the anti-; I\dnnmslmllan Rgpuhhr.nm
overwhelming control in Congress, amounting to well over two-thirds in both
houses.

Space does not permit a blow-by-blow account of the ensuing warfare be-
tween President Johnson and the Radical Republicans, but three of the me
sures of Congress, all passed on March 2, 1867, are of spec
connection with the later impeachment: (1) the Reconstruction Act,

War Department Appropriation Act, and (3) the Tenure-of-Office Act.

(1) The Reconstruction Act divided the southem states into five military
districts each to be governed by an army officer. It and its supplements had
the effect of enfranchising the Negroes and disfranchising the whites who had
sugparted secssion

e War Department Appropriation Act of March 2, 1867, made it a
ikt i the Pecedoct o dson sy mlliary it e et
through the General of the Army, o to relieve the General of his command
o s b o duty elewhers than ot Washiagion, seve 5 Bis own request
or with the previous approval of the Senate.
1t APatie Ak uo ot Aatied socrtly By St
to Representative Boutwell, as later disclosed in Boutwell's Reminiscences. In
practical effect it made Secretary of War Stanton the key individual in re-
comstrcton, throngh bis cotrl oves the Genral of the Ay

) The Tenure-of-Office Act required the approval of the Senate to the

o G e e S D
pointed with its consent.

These Acts fit together like a jig-saw puzzle. The first gave the army con-
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trol over reconstruction. The second put the Secretary of War in control
the As to the exclusion of the President. And the third purported to

the Senate control over the removal of officers appointed with its consent.
But did this last protect Edwin M. Stanton as Secretary of War? This was
destined to become the crucial issue of the impeachment proceedings.

This paper is about Edmund Ross. But since his claim to fame is
due entirely to the part he played in the impeachment trial of Presi-
dent Andrew Johnson in 1868, I believe you will find that trial more
dramatic and interesting than a more detailed biography of Ross.

On March 4, 1868, 11 articles of impeachment were presented to
the senate. Under the constitution, the house of representatives
draws the indictment and the senate tries the case with the chief
justice presiding

Articles 1 to 9 all concerned the row between the President and
the senate over Stanton’s tenure of office. Article 10 alleged that
during the congressional elections of 1866 Johnson had made certain
speeches which “did attempt to bring into disgrace, ridicule, hatred,
contempt and reproach the Congress of the United States.” What
the President had said about congress was tea-talked compared to
what everyone knew had been said about him in congress.  Senator
Sumner had called him an “enemy to his country” and “an usurper.”
Rep. Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania had a New York World
story read before the house which called him “an insolent drunken
brute, in comparison with whom even Caligula’s horse was re-
spectable.”

According to Lew

Aticle 11 was a deliberately obscure restatement of the principal charges
referred to in the first nine articles. It was designed by Thaddeus Stevens to
furnish a common ground for those who favored conviction but were unwilling

themselves with the specific issues questioned by the other

The court b kric bean. aeguiend, e amaigniment of the President was set
for March 13. To the Washington public it was a gala event. Passes were
it a premium e gallries wero thronged. At the appointed hour and in
a stentorial voice, the Sergeant at Arms called the President’s name. Al eyes
tumed to the door to_catch the first view of the central figure of Friettread
Nothing happened. The silence was tense. The Sergeant at Arms called
BN v i e s sl K el figure of
Representative Ben Butler, one of the house managers [of the impeachment].
N e e e e

President Johnson never did appear at the trial in person. He was, how

ver, represented by an outstanding group of limyes, Beaey Stanberry, of
Ohie, Beajamin R, Curts of Massachusett, Tho R. Nelson, of Tennes-

William M. Evarts, of New York, and Wil 5. Grosabeck, of Oblo
“former Democratic representativel. ~ All were leaders in their profession
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Stanberry had been .\ppulmu\ Attorney General by Johnson after a long and
honorable carcer at the Bar. Curts had been a member of the Supreme Court
and had been one of the two dissenting judges in the Dred Scott case.

He later resigned (not on account of the Dred Scott decision) to
engage in private practice.

The prosecution was represented by seven members of the house
of representatives, which body, as stated, had indicted President
Johnson for high crimes and misdemeaners. These were the Repub-
lican leaders in the house most responsible for the indictment. It
was, therefore, fitting that they should head up and be the “man-
agers” of the prosecution. This trial was a Roman holiday for the
lawyers. Somuch of it was without precedent.

I would that time permitted me to give you sketches of some of
the actors in this great drama. Volumes have been written about
Senator Sumner of Massachusetts, Representatives Butler of Mass-
achusetts, Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, Senator Wade of Ohio.
the president pro tem of the senate who was the heir apparent to
the Presidency if Johnson were impeached, Chief Justice Chase, and
about many others and the parts they played in this historic trial

I do want to make mention of Sen. Charles Sumner of Massachu-
setts and the part he played in reconstruction and in the impeach-
ment of President Johnson. As indicated by opinions filed by some
of the senators, the proud distinction of sustaining each and every
count in the indictment was enjoyed by our own Senator Pomeroy
and Sumner alone.

Sumners opinion was the longest of all, covering 34 pages. David
M. DeWitt, The Impeachment and Trial of Andrew Johnson (N
York, 1903), reports it as follows:

Flu. is the way the senator opens a judicial deliverance

This is one of the last great battles with slavery. Driven from these
legislative chambers, driven from the field of war, this monstrous power has
found a refu the Exccutive Mansion, where, in utter disregard of the
Constitution and laws, it seeks to exercise its ancient, far-reaching sway. All
this is very plain. Nobody can question it. Andrew Johnson is the imper-
sonation of the tyrannical slave power. In him it lives He is the lineal
decendent of John C. Calhoun and Jefferson D: nd he gathers about him
the same supporters. Original purtsans of slavery north and south; habitual
compromisers of great principles; maligners of the Declaration of Independence;
politcians without heart; lawyers for whom a tech
a promiscuous company who at every stage of the bat
against equal rights; these are his allies. It is the old Qmop of sl
a few mrum ready as of old for violence—cunning in device and heartless

0 quibbl With the President at ﬂ.( ir head, they are now entrenched in
it i, rmity of his conduct is aggravated
by his barefaced treachery. He once declared himself to be the Moses of the
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colored race. Behold him now the Pharaoh. With such treachery in such a
parley. Every sentiment, every conviction, every vow
Pharaoh is at the bar of

cause there can be 1o ps
against slavery must now be directed against him.
th

he Senate for judgment.”
In order to gain swing room for his blows he sweeps away the fimsy

rier of the arti Ax

“It i very wrong to try this impeachment merely on the articles. It is
unpardonable to H{aels ee wordl and. phrases ‘when fox more, than two YeArs
the tyrannical pretensions of this offender * have been manifest in
their terrible heart-rending consequences.”

Sumner might be justified in speaking with fecling. In the clos-
ing hours of his first session, in spite of strenuous efforts to prevent
it, Sumner on August 26, 1852, delivered a speech, “Freedom Na-

jonal; Slavery Sectional,” which marked a new era in American
history. The conventions of both the great parties had just affirmed
the finality of every provision of the compromise of 1850. Tn 1856,
at the very time when “border ruffians” were drawing their lines
closer about the town of Lawrence, Sumner in the senate (May 19,
20) laid bare the “Crime against Kansas” He it
Kansas-Nebraska Bill as a swindle, and ridiculed its authors, Stephen
A. Douglas and Andrew P. Butler. Two days later Preston S.
Brooks, a congressman from South Carolina, confronted Sumner in
the senate chamber, denounced his speech as a libel upon his state
and upon Butler, his relative, and struck Sumner till he fell un-
conscious to the floor. This assault resulted in a three-year struggle
by Sumner to regain his health, during which Massachusetts re-
elected him, believing his vacant chair in the senate chamber was
the most eloguent pleader for free speech and resistance to slavery

To provide a little of the atmosphere of the trial, I quote from
an article written by Senator Ross himself in Scribner's magazine,
New York, for April, 1892:

The city of Washington was a se g cauldron. Thousands of people 1m\4
been drawn thither from all parts n( ﬂn country, many by their anxious intere
in the trial and its result, many in the hope of having an opportunity t
in some way the side on which their “u»\mﬂm\ were enlisted, others from
curiosity and for the enjoyment of the excitement of the occasion; but many

the expectation of political preferment on the anticipated removal

1 the resulting change o o dominancy in the

Throughout the country, and in .x\\ walks of life, as indicated

by the correspondence of members of the senate, the condition of the publi

mind was not unlike that preceding a great battle, the issue of which was to
be determined b the one unregistered vote

Claude G. Bowers described the situation in his The Tragic
the Revolution After Lincoln (Cambridge, ¢1929
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Meanwhile, detectives were dogging the footsteps of Senators, and spies in
the social circles had their ears open for an unguarded word. Because Senator
Ross had a room in the home of Vinnie Ream, the sculptress, she was hounded
in her studio in the Capitol basement by politicians demanding that she de-
liver the vote of Ross. Had not Congress given her a contract and a room in
the Capitol?

The Grand Army of the Republic, the Methodist Church, and
the African Methodist Church were among the organizations openly
pressuring senators to vote for impeachment.

From the outset, leaders of the Radical Republicans had been
confident of Ross' vote. He had supported their point of view
throughout his period of service in the senate. His disapproval
of President Johnson, politically and personally, was well known,
and he had been one of the majority which declared the President’s
removal of Secretary Stanton to be illegal. John F. Kennedy's
Profiles in Courage (New York, 1954) cites the statement of
De Witt in his memorable Impeachment of Andrew Johnson that
“the full brunt of the struggle Iurncd at last on the one remaining
doubtful Senator, Edmund G. Ross. . . .” Kennedy also quoted
the comment by the New York Tnbum" that Ross was “mercilessly
dragged this way and that by both sides, hunted like a fox night
and day and badgered by his colleague [Senator Pomeroy], like
the bridge at Arcola now trod upon by one Army and now tram-
pled by the other.” As Kennedy described it,
his background and life were investigated from top to bottom, and his cor
stituents and colleagues pursued him throughout Washington to gain some
inkling of his opinion. He was the target of every cye, his name was on
every mouth and his intentions were dicussed in every newspaper. - Although
there is evidence that he gave some hint of agreement to each
attempted to claim him publcy, he actuly Jeopt both sides fn a g
complete suspense by his judicial s

On the morning of the voting, o Pomeroy, in the presence
of Rep. Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsylvania, threatened his colleague
with all sorts of political reprisals and investigations and harass-
ment if he didn’t “vote right.” Ross was unmoved. After the im-
peachment failed there was a congressional investigation in which
Senator Ross was harassed. Local banks were ordered to produce
transeripts of the accounts of each of the Republican senators who
had voted for acquittal. Senator Pomeroy referred the committee
to an individual named Legate who testified that Senator Ross had
indicated a willingness to sell his vote. This witness turned out to
be a congenital liar and the investigation blew up in the face of its
sponsors,
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The fact that Senator Pomeroy was so vehemently and out-
spokenly for impeachment made it even more difficult for Senator
Ross to take the opposite position.

On the day before the vote was to be taken, this telegram was
received from Leavenworth:

SeaToRs POMEROY AND Ross:
Kansas has heard the evidence and demands the conviction of the Presi-
lent.

D. R. Axiiony Axp 1000 Orseens

Senator Ross’ telegraphic reply to Anthony, which went down in
‘histor;

L not recognize your right to demand that I vote either for or against
conviction. I have taken an oath to do impartial justice according to the Con-
stitution and laws, and trust that I shall have the courage to vote according
to the dictates of my judgment and for the highest good of the country.

E. G. Ross
To D. R. Anthony and Others.

During the same day Senator Ross received the following pungent
reply from Anthony:

Liavexwormir Kaxsas, May 16, 1868
Hon E. G. Ross, United States Senator,
‘Washington, D. C.

Your vote is dictated by Tom Ewing, not by your oath. Your motives are
Indian contracts and greenbacks. Kansas repudiates you as she does all
perjurers and skunl

D. R. Axiiony axp Ormens

Throughout the tral xmuch u:t\muny favorable to the President
was excluded by a majority vote of the senate. Likewise Justice
Chase was overruled many o iy et
testimony. This was a political, not a judicial trial.

Butlet us get on with the vote.

The first vote was on the 11th and last article of the impeach-
ment, and the one in which the prosecution expected to get the
most votes. Senators voted in alphabetical order, and each arose
and stood at his desk as his name was called by the chief clerk. To
each the chief justice propounded the solemn interrogatory: “Mr.
Senator ______, how say you—is the respondent, Andrew John-
son, President of the United States, guilty or not guilty of a high
misdemeanor as charged in this Article?”

By the time Ross’ name was reached in the roll call, 24 senators
had voted “guilty.” Ten others were considered certain,
11th reasonably assured. Only one more—Ros: required to
make up the 36 needed for conviction. The voice of the chief
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justice was brimming with emotion as he put the question
i e i s prat) e
guilty or not guilty of a high misdemeanor as charged in this
Article?”

Ross himself later recalled, according to Kennedy's Profiles in
Courage, that his eyes and ears seem suddenly to have developed
abnormal sensitivity, He seemed to see each person in the vast
audience, each caught as in a photograph, with lips parted, here a
hand upraised, all sitting in complete silence while they waited

for his answer,

It was a tremendous responsibility
it had been imposed
Friendships, positi
ambitious man were about to be swept
It is not strange
2 falled o toch the It of the sudiencs or Ut epotton was called
e Cha

and it was not strange that he upon whom
should have sought to avoid it.
, everything that makes life desirable o an
avay by th brsth of my ol
answer was carried waveringly over the air
for by distant Senators on the opposite side of mbe
But Ross’ mind was made up, and his answer, wpu.m-d was firm
and unhesitating: “Not guilt he President was saved, the
conviction was lost by a single vote.

The story continues from Lewis, “The Impeachment of Andrew
Johnson

For all practical purposes the proceedings were ended.
ten days later on the [second and] third articlels] with identical results
35 to 19, and then a motion was carried to adjourn sine die. The impeach.
ment was over, having failed by a single vote on cach of the three articles

ubmitted. The first article, which was the key to the entire proceeding, was
never put t0 a test.

‘The Republicans who had voted for his acquittal met a harsher fate. In
the eyes of the party organization their votes had scaled their doom. Not a
single one was reclected. Those who did not dic first were promptly retired
from public life upon the expiration of their terms of office. Only Henderson
ever achieved any public token of party forgiveness. He was made chairman
of the Republican National Convention in Chicago, but this was not until 1854

On the day of the voting another telegram came from Kansas
This one from Topeka:

Unfortuntely the sopo with which Judas hung himsclf s mistid, but the
pistol with which Jim Lane killed himself is at your service

A vote was taken

L. D. Bamex

Many cditorials in Kansas newspapers were no less vicious. For

instance, the Oskaloosa Independent said

Saturday last Edmund G. Ross, United States Senator from Kansas,
sold himself, and betrayed his constituents; stultified his own record, basely
lied to his friends, shamefully violated his solemn pledge and to
the utmost of his poor ability signed the death warrant of his mumn (| Mxn\
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This act was done deliberately, because the traitor, like Benedict Arnold,
loved money better than he did principle, friends, honor and his country, all
combined. Poor, pitiful, shriveled wretch, with a soul so small that a little
pelf would outweigh all things else that dignify or cnnoble manhood.

If there is any doubt about Ross knowing the significance and
probable consequences of his vote, this letter to his wife, written
on a sheet of senate stationery on May 22 should do away with that
doubt

Don't be discouraged, dear wife, it’s all coming out all right. This storm
of passion will soon away, and the people, the whole people, will thank
and bless me for having saved the country by my «mLh- vote from the greatest
peril through which it has ever passed, though but God can ever know

has cost me. Millions of men are cursing me today, but they
But few knew of the precipice upon which we all
stood on Saturday morning last.
Youn arr. Hus.

Few people today would question the force of Sen. Lyman Trum-
bull’s opinion in the impeachment proceedings, where he said:

Once set the example of impeaching the President for what, when the ex-
citement of the hour shall have subsided, will be regarded as insufficient
causes and no future President will be safe who happens to differ
with a majority of the House and two-thirds of the Senate on any measure
deemed by them important, particularly if of a political character. Blinded by
partisan zeal, with such an example before them, they will not scruple to re-
move out of the way any obstacle to the accomplishment of their purposes;
and what then becomes of the checks and balances of the (‘umlmmm, E
carefully devised and so vital to its perpetuity? They are all g

A noted authority states that the attempted uu]m\(‘)\mrm “was
one of the most important and critical events, involving possibly
the gravest consequences, in the entire history of the count

1 quote again from Kennedy’s Profiles in Courage:

Who was Edmund G. Ross? Practically nobody. Not a single public law
bears his name, not a single history book includes his picture, not a single list
of Senate “greats” mentions his service. His one heroic deed has been all
but forgotten. But who might Edmund G. Ross have been? That is the
question—for Ross, a man with an excellent command of words, an excellent
background for politics and an excellent future in the Senate, might well have
outstripped his colleagues in prestige and power throughout a long Senate
carcer. Instead, he chose to throw all of this away for one act of con-

Those i\.m\h newspapers and political leaders who had bitterly de
s e g s ndep s A
“By the firmness and courage of Senator Ross,” it was said, “the country wa

aved from calamity greater than war, while it consigned him to a nulmul
mastyrdoo, the most. cruel i our history Ross was the victim of
a wild flame of intolerance which swept everything before it. He did his
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duty kaowiag that it meant bis policl dea, It was a brave thing
for Ross to do, but Ross did it. He acted for his conscience and with a lofty
B et it s b b consequences to
himself. He acted right.”

Ostracized at home and in Washington, Ross finished out his term
on March 8, 1871, while Grant was in office. Egged on by some of
Ross’ enemies, Grant fired several of Ross™ friends on the federal
payroll. Ross took him to task for this in the newspapers and the
end result showed up Grant in a vindictive and unfavorable light.

Ross left the Republican party in 1872, partly because of its
treatment of him, but also because of dislike of the protective tariff
system and the character of Grant's administration, For the rest
of his life he was a Democrat although he violently opposed Bryan
and free silver.

After his retirement from political life Ross was the publisher
or copublisher at various times of newspapers at Topeka, Lawrence,
and Leavenworth. At Leavenworth he had a duel with competing
editor Dan Anthony in the strect with canes as weapons. The
fight was dcscnbcd by both men in their respective newspapers
and received newspaper notice the state.
This was in 1880. He also had operated a printing shop at Coffey-
ville which was destroyed by a tornado.

In the fall of 1880 he was Democratic candidate for governor
of Kansas in hopeless opposition to John P. St. John, who was run-
ning for a second term,

In 1882 he attended a fair at Albuquerque held for the purpose
of promoting the development of the territory of New Mexico.
According to Bumgardner, after attending the fair, he made a trip
to the mountains and wrote a series of articles on the natural re-
sources of the territory. He enjoyed the travel, his health improved,
and he decided to remain and continue in newspaper work there.
He sent for his family, and in July, 1884, he established his resi-
dence in Albuquerque. That fall he participated in Cleveland’s
presidential campaign.

In April, 1885, he went to Washington and presented to Presi-
dent Cleveland recommendations for his appointment as governor
of New Mexico. The President was gracious and promptly made
the appointment. Returning to the West, Ross stopped at Law-
rence, his former home, where his daughter was living. Here he
had a pleasant visit. The old prejudice against him because of his
famous vote was gone and he was given a warm reception. There
was a parade led by the Lawrence band, a public meeting at the
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Andrew Johnson
(1808-1875)

The President of the United States who re-
tained his office affer the dramafic moment
when the junior senator from Kansos voted
against the impeachment charge. ~ History's ret
rospect has come to the support of those sen-
ators who, under heavy pressure, courageously
voted fo save President Johnson from ouster.

Edmund Gibson Ross.
(1826-1907)

The senator from Kansas whose vote—one
of the last in doubl—was cast in favor of Presi
dent Johnson, and the outcome was decided.
At home Ross was villified, one Kansan wiring:
“Probably the rope with which Judas hung him-
self is lost, but the pistol with which Jim Lane

committed suicide is at y - -ervice.
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opera house, and everything was done to give him a genuine wel-
come. Kansas newspapers were high in their praises of Ross, par-
ticularly for his vote against the impeachment.

Ross was a cessful administrator of the territory of New
Mesico during his four-year term. Bumgardner reported that he
was outspoken in favor of establishing a genuine American school
system before the admission of New Mexico as a state. So vigorous
and successful was he as governor, that he became known as “Old
Montezuma.”

When Republican Benjamin Harrison succeeded Cleveland as
President, Governor Ross offered his resignation, which was promptly
accepted. During the next few years he wrote articles for news-
papers and magazines. In the meantime, he had studied law and
was admitted to the bar of New Mexico in 1889. He carried on the
practice of law at Albuquerque along with his writing and news-
paper work.

Tn 1896 he wrote and set the type for his History of the Impeach-
ment of Andrew Johnson, a monumental work. Later he went to
Deming, N. M., and published the Deming Headlight for three
years. He then retuned to Albuquerque and fitted out a job print-
ing office. Mrs. Ross, his companion for more than half a century,
died November 12, 1899.

A friend spent a good part of the year 1906 collecting tributes to
Ross in refutation of the treatment he received by the Radical Re-
publicans following his famous vote. Col. R. T. Van Horn, who was
a member of the house of representatives at the time of the impeach-
ment, wrote:

Ge. Huer CanenoN:

. . . T wasin Washington at the time and while not in agreement with
Mr. Ross, yet we were nover other than friends, and for one I have never
questioned the conscientious purity of his motives and actions. 1 was at home
when the House voted impeachment, and I have long since congratulated my-
self that this accident omits me from the record.

Please, when you meet Mr. Ross, convey to him my respect, confidence and,
in the logic of history, my congratulations on the place his name now oc-
cupies as one of the rare examples in history where honors, position and ap-
plause have been set aside for the approval of one’s own sense of right duty.

Bumgardner gives this account of his death:

On May 8, 1907, less than two months after he had received these evi-
dences of good will from his friends in Kansas, an attack of pneumonia termi-
nated the career of Edmund Gibson Ross. His funeral, conducted by the
pastor of the Presbyterian church at Albuquerque, was attended by the Gov-
emor of New Mexico and his staff, from Santa Fe. At the grave [at Albu-

817036
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was given the honors of the Grand Army of the Republic by

querque] &
nber.

Carleton Post, of which he was a mem

As stated, Ross was completely vindicated by time and history.
Of the many public acclaims he received over the years the tribute
by William H. Carruth, professor at the University of Kansas and
author of “Each in His Own Tongue,” is typical:

It has not been said often enough that in the best judgment of the present
day, Senator Ross voted wisely, and that an incalculable calamity would have
befallen the nation had he not cast the vote for which his fellow citizens
execrated and even threatened him.

It goes hard with us to admit that he was wiser than the majority of us.

Major Ross returned to his state, faced obloquy and slander, and
earned the living of a poor and honest man, with the same silent endurance
with which he met the stress of the great impeachment trial
language of W. E. Henley it may be said of him

In the fell cutch of circumstance
He did not wince, nor cry aloud.
Under the bludgeoning of chance
His head was bloody, but unbowed.

[Turning to Mrs. William H. Ave ty, wife of the current governor
of Kansas, Mr. Robbins said

I am particularly glad you honored us with your presence here
today because this being my last appearance on this platform and
10 longer an official of this Historical Society, T want to say a few
words about your husband, our governor

This has been a paper about that most admirable of human
virtues—courage, “Grace under pressure,” Emest Hemingway de-
fined it. In my opinion your husband showed great courage in
sponsoring the so-called foundation education program through
the legislature and into Jaw. Taxes are never popular but your hus-
band did what had to be done and did it well. Every Kansan

terested directly or indirectly in education is indebted to him
In my opinion he is an outstanding governor of the State of Kansas.

I believe General Washington made a farewell address—some-
thing about our not getting involved in entangling alliances with

foreign countries. If he returned today he would be surprised

You may have noticed that I am always careful to speak of our

Great Historical Society. 1 don't want any confusion about this
My farewell admonition has to do with our nonacceptance of

federal funds. The Great Society might require that we rewrite

Kansas history. I fear the Greeks even when bearing gifts.
Good-bye and good Tuck
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for their assistance in the preparation of this paper. Numerous other members
of the staff of our Society commencing with our beloved sccretary, Nyle Mil
have been helpful.

Of the many books I have read or skimmed i the preparaton of this paper
I want to mention a few
ist, Keanedy' Profiles in Gourage. His atice on Ross is a masterpiece.
In fact i 1 had read it as carefully before I started on this paper as T have
since, T would have hesitated to have chosen Ross as my subject for this fare
well presider il paper
However, Senator Keanedy admitsin his prefuce that he had all the resources
of the Library of Congress, not to mention the services of two or three of the
leading hisorans of the county, at is disposal. He is supposed to have
written the book while convalescing in Florida from a back injury. The other
profles are excellent, including that of my Yale collegemate, Bob Taft, about
whom mention was made at our last annual meeting.
selecting textbooks in American history for American youth, T
would certanly ncude Prfles i Cousge s » texthack
mt to give credit to an article, “The Impeachment of Andrew Johnson,
u Political Tragody,” by H. H. Walker Lewis of the District of Columbia Bar
and published in the American Bar Association Journal, Chicago, for January
1954

Finally, there is a book, the Life of Edmund Ross by Edward Bumgardner,
from which I have drawn liberally in the writing of this paper. Bumgardner
a resident of Lawrence for 55 years. As indicated, Ross spent many years
of his life in Lawrence. Bumgardner was a dentist and a doctor of medicine
and practiced dentistry in Lawrence. He was a life member of this Society.
His carly interest in Kansas history prompted him to write this book. In it he
describes Ross as “the only really outstanding man the state has developed.
from the senator’s

n ther s the book, Many @ Vogage, by Loula Grace Ediman, publshed
by Dodd, Mead & Company some a This is an_historical and
biographical novel about Fannie Ross, the wife of Edmund. For those inter
ested in Kansas history I can d it as interesting and profitable
reading. Mrs. Erdman gives full credit to the staff of our society for their
assistance in assembling material for her book. She has recently written a
book entitled Another Spring, about “Order No. 11" 1 am sure we all know
what “Order No. 11" was. This book gives the Misour sde of the barde
warfare in the period leading up to the Civil War, Dodd, Mead is the
|HM\\'M S
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At the conclusion of Mr. Robbins' address, President-elect A.
Bower Sageser presented him with a retiring president’s plaque.
Mr. Robbins then introduced three guests. Joseph G. Rosa of
Middlesex, England, author of a biography of James B. Hickok, who
attended the meeting in 1965, spoke briefly of this his second visit
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to the United States. Dr. John E. Wickman, recently appointed di-
rector of the Eisenhower Center at Abilene, told of some of the ac-
tivities of the Center and plans for its future. Elbert Smith, a native
Kansan who is the first superintendent of Fort Larned National His-
toric Site, discussed the status of the National Park Service Program
for developing Fort Larned, and the plans for Fort Scott.

Rolla Clymer of El Dorado was called on, and presented the fol-
lowing memorial to the late

FRED W. BRINKERHOFF

On August 13 of this year, Fred W. Brinkerhof, a former president of this
B e e e v e E

Ho war s toweing s i the Kaoaas newspapes anoas—amn the bt

of the outspoken individualistic editors of this state. Bor to the editor
B o it « e el iy, i ol e Lumup
with the people of Kansas

i i queston of chics or morality was imvalved, his editoral

the Balkans were likened o those of the old London
B 1 siaking of 1 obens

He brought to his work the force of a mighty heart. He was honest; he was

fair; he was diligent; he was the confidante of many men and never betrayed
His labors in a long lifetime were prodigious—and he engaged in a
multitude of activities. His high standing among his peers was demonstrated
veck when he was voted a place in the Kansas Newspaper Hall of
by acclamation, and without the customary delay of three years for be-

ing eligible to this honor.

Probably second only to his devotion to his newspaper labors was his zeal
and fidelity to Kansas history. He was one of the best informed men of his
time in the details of this fascinating epic—an intense purist
and a zealot in his determination that it be widely understood.

B0 olfered constrative 2135 o the upbulliing of this Soclety aud the teaching
and popularization of this states colorful record among its p

Fred Brinkerhoff was a stalwart gladiator for Kansas progress—foursquare
and achieving. Fis lfo nd works wer of tremendous benet to is beloved

its arduous journey to the stars.

Following the memorial Mr. Robbins asked Alan W. Farley,
chairman of the executive committee, for the report nominating
directors of the Society for the year ending in 1969:

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS

September 22, 1966.

To the Kansas State Historical Society:

Your committee on nominations submits the following report and recom-
mendations for directors of the Society for the term of three years ending in
October, 1969:
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Bailey, Roy F., Salin McFarland, Helen M., Topeka.
Bannon.
B ulg]\lvhm Rnhx rt W., Lib Newacheck, El hm r E.
Ripley, John W., Topeka
Rogler, Wayne, Matfield Green.
bhnmlhm R. L., Beloit. Seiler, William H., Emporia.
Hanson, Harry E, Muncie Simons, Dolph, Lawrence.
Harper, Mrs. Jesse C., Ashla Slagg, Mrs. C. M., Manhattan.
Frank, Council Grove. Smith, Wint, Mankato.
lifford R., Sr., Garden City. Smith, Mrs. Yolande M., Shawnee
Mmm Clinton W., Shawnee Mission. Souders, Floyd R., Cheney.
Koch, William E., Manhattar mplar, George, Topeka.
Lingenfelser, Angelus, Al ‘Thomas, Sister M. Evangel I\m Salina.
Logan, lhr\chch i Tm»mh» Will, Gre
Long, Richard M., hit:
MecArthur, Mrs. anumE Hutchinson. \\ ‘oodring, Harry H., Topeka.
e ke et
Respectfully submitted,
x F. Fancey, Chairman,
one: L. ANDERSON
Fruak Havex
Wiromp RircL

Acceptance of the report was moved by John MacNair and sec-
onded by S. Allan Daugherty. The report was adopted and dire
tors for the term ending in October, 1969, were declared elected.

Mr. Miller was called on to present an Award of Merit from the
American Association for State and Local History to Mr. and Mrs.
Harry E. Hanson for their work in restoring, preserving and fur-
nishing the Moses Grinter house near Muncic.

Mr. Miller then announced the observances in 1967 of the cen-
tennial of the beginning cattle drives over the Chisholm trail and
on to Abilene, to be celebrated in the summer, and the centennial
of the Medicine Lodge treaties, with reenactments scheduled for
October 12-15.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

An open house and refreshment hour at the Memor
followed.
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