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Dear Future Notable Kansan:
I am proud to be a Kansan. Kansas was founded by people  
who wanted a better way of life. Clarina Nichols fought 
for women’s rights and the end of slavery. Benjamin “Pap” 
Singleton helped thousands of former slaves relocate to 
Kansas. Kansan Dwight D. Eisenhower became the 34th 
President of the United States. We as Kansans have a legacy  
of which we can be proud. 

Throughout its history our state has continued to grow  
thanks to people who were willing to take a chance on  
Kansas. From planes to pizza to prescription drugs— 
many things we use today are made in Kansas. 

What your future holds is up to you. Perhaps you’ll  
discover, innovate, invent, design, refine, create, or build  
the next “big thing” for our nation—or our world. We 
don’t have spare people in our state. We need everybody 
actively engaged for our future to be bright.

Sincerely,

Sam Brownback 
Governor of Kansas

Benjamin “Pap” Singleton

Clarina Nichols

Dwight D. Eisenhower



HELLO
my name is

about me

and I live in

Use the star sticker from the sticker page to mark  
your city on the map below.

My Family
Kansas was settled by 

people from many  

different countries. These 

people are our ancestors.  

That is what we call the people  

in our family who lived before us. These are the  

places from which my ancestors came: 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Where I’ve Been
Five favorite Kansas places I’ve visited  
(can be cities, landmarks, buildings)

1.  ______________________________________

2.  ______________________________________

3.  ______________________________________

4.  ______________________________________

5.  ______________________________________
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Paste your photo here!



This book is filled with activities to help you  
discover your state in new and exciting ways. 

After exploring these images, what do you  
think about Kansas?

STATE
About My About My 

STATE

Our state has beautiful and unique rock formations. 
Discover Castle Rock and Monument Rocks (Gove County), 
Mushroom Rock (Ellsworth County), and Rock City 
(Ottawa County).

Anything but Flat! 
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About My About My 

Anything but Flat! 

In summer fields of sunflowers almost 
glow yellow. Trees turn orange, yellow, 
and red in autumn. In winter our state is 
sometimes blanketed in pure white. In  
spring redbuds burst with purple flowers. 
Native Kansas wildflowers bloom in a 
rainbow of colors. 

kansas colors

Some people think Kansas is flat.  
What do you think? On the western 

border of the state the elevation is more 
than 4,000 feet above sea level.  

On the eastern border, the elevation is 
less than 700 feet. That’s a difference  

of about 3,300 feet, or more than 
half a mile!

whee ...  here we go!
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Shared Borders
These states share borders with  

Kansas: Nebraska, Missouri, Oklahoma,  

and Colorado. Can you identify their 

locations on the map below? 

Shape it up!
The state of Kansas looks like a rectangle with a bite 

taken out of the corner. That “bite” is our state’s natural  

border. A natural border is a line that follows something  

in nature. In Kansas the natural border is the Missouri  

River. The other borders of Kansas were made using  

man-made lines.

Shape it up!

Draw your own Kansas map!
Using the numbers on the X and Y axis, draw points and lines between points using these 

coordinates: Start at point (33, 22). Draw a line going left to point (1, 22), then down to  

point (1, 2). Continue the line right to point (36, 2) and up to point (36, 16). Draw points  

at (35, 17), (35, 18), (34, 19), (35, 20), and (35, 21). Draw a line that connects these points  

to the rest of your Kansas map! 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 

Kansas is about 400 miles from east to west and 200 miles from  
north to south. It is the 15th largest state in land area. 
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KANSASShape it up!Shape it up! SymbolKANSAS

______________________

______________________

______________________

____________________________________________

______________________ ______________________

These silly pictures are 
actually Kansas’ state 
symbols. Can you identify 
them? Check your answers  
on the next page.

Name that

______________________
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KANSAS SymbolKANSASName that

State animal: American Bison
State insect: Honeybee

State flower: Wild native sunflower

State amphibian: Barred tiger salamander

State bird: Western Meadowlark
   State tree: Cottonwood

State reptile: Ornate box turtle State grass: Little bluestem
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KANSAS SymbolKANSAS

2.8 Million Strong2.8 Million Strong

About 2.8 million 
people live in Kansas.  
Many live in the towns  
and cities listed below. 
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4 letters 
Hays

5 letters 
Colby

6 letters 
Topeka Salina

7 letters 
Liberal  Chanute 
Wichita

8 letters 
Lawrence

9 letters 
Concordia 

10 letters 
Hutchinson

11 letters 
Leavenworth Coffeyville  
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To complete the puzzle, use the number of  
letters in each word to help you find its home.



I was just 25 years old when I left my home in 
Spain. I was full of excitement. My friend, Admiral 
Mendoza, had asked me to explore this “New 
World.”  We heard of cities filled with gold and 
riches and we wanted to find them. My dream was 
to do great things. I was determined to find these 
treasures. 

I set out with an army of men to find cities of gold. 
The land was enormous. The army split up to cover 
more ground. Many great things were discovered. 
One group found a great canyon. Another found a 
large river. There were many villages too. 

An Indian named “Turk” told us of a place where 
gold and silver were plentiful. It was called Quivira. 
I was inspired to keep going. We traveled for weeks. 
Our metal armor was hot as the sun beat down 

KEY

Route of
main expedition

Secondary routes

NEW WORLD

KANSAS

  or

Spanish explorer Francisco Vásquez de 
Coronado visited Kansas in 1541, long 
before it was a territory or a state. He 
was searching for gold, but never found 
any. Coronado’s reports to the Spanish 
king are considered the first written 
account of Kansas. This story is written 
from Coronado’s reports.
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on us. Our horses were weary too. But I was sure we would find 
Quivira and all of its gold.

It was a warm sunny day when my men saw something on the 
horizon. We could see large dome shapes as we got closer. There 
were many of them and they were golden in color. Could this 
be Quivira? My heart beat faster as I thought of all the wealth 
and fame just ahead. My king would declare this trip a glorious 
success! Oh what a grand day! 

As we approached, my mood quickly changed. The domes 
were not gold at all. They were houses made of dried grass. 
The people living in these houses were dressed in clothing very 
different from ours. They spoke, but we could not understand 
them. They touched our helmets and armor. They stared at our 
horses with amazement. Who were these people of Quivira? 
They hunted animals that looked like shaggy cows. They used 
tools made of stone. We saw no metal tools or horses here. 

When my men and I returned from our journey, Admiral 
Mendoza was surprised. We brought no real treasures back with 
us. What a failure it has been. Now I must write my report. But 
what can I possibly tell my king? There was no gold in these 
huge lands that we covered. Perhaps he will be interested in the 
great canyon or the large river. But what is to become of me?

“

“ But what is to  
become of me?” 

“ But what is to 
become of me?” 

”
Coronado called us shaggy 
cows. What do you think  
I am?  

If only Coronado knew how famous 

he would become! Although he 

didn’t find gold, his expedition was 

very important. Coronado’s report 

to the king of Spain was the first 

written record about Kansas.  

He was the first to write about:

• Wichita Indians in Kansas 

• The Grand Canyon 

• The Rio Grande River

Coronado liked Kansas. He wrote, 

“The country itself is the best I have 

ever seen for producing the products 

of Spain.”
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SHINING MOON’S STORYSHINING MOON’S STORY

Men from the Wichita tribe hunted 
buffalo year round. Twice a year  

they went on longer buffalo hunts with 
their families. The Wichita lived in grass 
lodges most of the time. They stayed in 
tipis while traveling and hunting. 

One October morning Shining Moon woke to the sounds 
of voices outside her family’s grass lodge. The village was 
buzzing with activity as everyone prepared for the winter 
hunting trip. There was much to do to get ready. Shining 
Moon was eager to help. She quickly rolled up her blanket 
and helped pack her family’s tipi. 

After a long day of travel they made it to the perfect 
camp spot. The men began hunting for buffalo. The 
women quickly set up the tipis and got ready to work 
on the buffalo skins and meat. Shining Moon was finally 
old enough to help. She was so proud. A few hours later 
Shining Moon saw her father and brother walking back to 
the camp. Her brother’s eyes sparkled with pride. He had 
made his first kill. 

The women worked in teams. Each buffalo had a beautiful 
dark brown coat of fur. As it was removed it was laid flat 
on the ground, fur side down. After the women pinned 
down the edges with wooden pegs, it was time for 
Shining Moon to help. She got on her hands and knees 
and started to scrape the fat from the hide. She used a 
very sharp tool made of bone. She had to be careful not to 
cut the hide or her fingers. 

After the work was done Shining Moon and her family 
had a meal of fresh buffalo meat and corn. Shining Moon 
thought about the day and smiled. Her village would have 
meat to eat for months, materials to make new tools, and 
hide for new clothing. She laid down on her furry buffalo 
hide and felt warm all over. 
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Ex  amine the drawing 

of a grass lodge. Is the 

shape symmetrical (the 

same on the left and right 

sides) or asymmetrical 

(different on each side)? 

Draw a line of symmetry 

through the grass house to 

find out. Color the house a  

golden yellow. 

The Wichita people lived in grass lodges such 
as the one shown in the photo below. The 
lodges were dome shaped. As the grass dried, 
it turned a golden yellow color. That might be 
why Spanish explorer Coronado thought the 
lodges looked like piles of gold. 

 Grass was plentiful in the area 
where the Wichita lived. It made 
sense to use grass to make 
shelter. Can you use the letters 
above to make “Wichita lodge” 
into something else? How many 
words can you create?

Wichita Lodge
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Crack the CodeCrack the Code

A  t one time the United States had  
 less than 20 states. President 

Thomas Jefferson wanted the nation to 
grow in size. He was worried the country 
was getting crowded. 

France owned a large piece of land 
bordering the western part of the United 
States. It was called Louisiana. President 
Jefferson sent men to France to buy a 
small piece of land in Louisiana. France 
was at war with England and needed 
money. French Emperor Napoleon 
Bonaparte offered to sell all of Louisiana 
to the United States. The price was  
$15 million. Kansas was part of the 
Louisiana Purchase.

Oregon Territory
(British)

Spanish Territory

Spanish Territory

United States
Louisiana Purchase

s

BEST 
LAND 
DEAL

BEST 
LAND 
DEALThe Louisiana Purchase was 

good for both countries.  
France got the money it  
needed to fight the war  
with England and the United 
States doubled its size. Even 
today the Louisiana Purchase 
ranks as one of the best  
land deals in history.
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Crack the CodeCrack the Code

Answers: Louisiana, Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, Montana

s

 ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   

 3 x 4 5 x 4 4 x 8 8 x 2 5 x 8 4 x 4 24 x 2 3 x 8 6 x 8

 ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____  

 2 x 7 4 x 12 12 x 2 10 x 4 16 x 3 8 x 5

 ____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____   

 12 x 2 6 x 6 3 x 3 7 x 1 4 x 12 10 x 4 2 x 7 16 x 3 

 _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

 15 x 2 16 x 1 8 x 3 4 x 6 4 x 9 20 x 2 10 x 2 7 x 3 3 x 16

 _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ 

 6 x 5 2 x 10 2 x 12 3 x 7 12 x 4 3 x 8 2 x 24

A 48 B 9 E 36 I 16 K 14 L 12 M 30

N 24 O 20 R 7 S 40 U 32 T 21 

$15 million for 500 million acres 
of land. That’s about 3¢ an  
acre! Today the average price  
of a Kansas acre is $1,100!

$1,100

President Jefferson often wrote important messages in  
code. Work the multiplication problems below and use 
the code to find five of the states that were part of  
the Louisiana Purchase. 

Kansas Historical Society ©2011  |  13



ROUTE: Kansas CityGardnerCouncil GroveLyonsPawnee RockDodge CityElkhart (then southwest into Colorado)

ROUTE: Kansas CityGardnerTopekaWamegoMarysville (then north into Nebraska)

• 2,000 miles long
• Families used trail to move west
•  More than 300,000 people made this 

dangerous journey

OFOF

• 800 miles long
• Merchants used trail to haul goods
•  Caravans of 50-60 wagons traveled 

together
   

Colby

Dodge City

Garden City

SalinaHays

Kanas City
Topeka

Wamego

Marysville

Emporia

Blue Mound

Council Grove

Gardner

Independence

Pittsburg

Wichita

LyonsPawnee Rock

Elkhart

1821-1880

1843-1869

In the early 1800s there were few railroads and none 
in the western United States. People had to use 
trails for travel. This is the story of two trails—the 
Oregon-California Trail and the Santa Fe Trail. Each 
trail crossed a different part of Kansas. Each trail was 
used for a different purpose. Both trails played an 
important role in our state’s history.

 

Talk with your family about taking a trip to the Kansas towns 
located along the Oregon-California Trail or the Santa Fe Trail. Use 
the Kansas map and the cities below to chart the course for both 
trails. Not all the cities on the map are part of the trail. 

BE A TRAILBLAZER
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ROUTE: Kansas CityGardnerCouncil GroveLyonsPawnee RockDodge CityElkhart (then southwest into Colorado)

Before Kansas was a state, farmland in the western  
United States was cheap and there was plenty 

available. Many families packed their things and headed  
for the Oregon-California Trail. People had to make choices  
about which items to take with them. A covered wagon  
could hold about 2,000 pounds. More than half the  
weight was food. Families had to decide whether to  
take furniture and keepsakes or necessities such  
food and clothing.   

Use the stickers from the sticker page 
to fill your wagon. But be careful—
your wagon can only carry 2,000 
pounds! If you don’t pack enough, 
you might run out of food or other 
supplies. Pack too much and you 
might find yourself stranded on 
the trail with a broken wheel. Use 
the space at the bottom to add the 
numbers. Good luck!  

             = 2,000 pounds 

1843-1869
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What a day! We woke in the 
night to a loud clap of thunder. 
It scared Sissy and she cried. 
The oxen must have been 
scared too. When the sun came 
up, they were nowhere to be 
found! I pulled on my boots 
and grabbed Jimmy from the 
next wagon. We left to find the 
animals. They were standing 
on a small island not far from 
camp. Jimmy and I jumped 
into the river and swam to the 
animals. The oxen didn’t want 
to get back in the river. With a 
little pushing and pulling, they 
did. We led them back across. 

Before breakfast the oxen were 
hitched to the wagon, ready to 
go. Whew! I was tired. But there 
was no time to rest. The wagons 
were lining up for another day 
on the trail.

We were hungry when we 
stopped for lunch, and Sissy 
and I sat down to rest. Ma soon 
put a stop to that. She needed 
something to make a fire, so she 
sent us to gather buffalo chips. 

After lunch we followed the 
lead wagon back to the trail. 
It was soon obvious that we 
had a problem. Our oxen were 

Long before air travel and 
interstate highways, people 

traveled on dirt trails. A famous 
trail went through the northeast 
corner of Kansas before it was 
a state. It was called the  
Oregon-California Trail. Many 
people traveled on this trail 
in wagons pulled by animals. 
They were moving their families 
to Oregon and California in 
hopes of a better life there. The 
trip took four to six months. 
Families camped outside each 
night. They cooked meals over 
the campfire. They faced many 
hardships. Some travelers wrote 
about their trail trips in diaries.

April 20, 1850
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flourtea

SUGAR

Su
g
ar

Look closely at the photo of 
the family with its covered wagon.  
Did you notice the girl is holding 
a doll and there’s a dog next to 

the boy? Pretend you and your family 
are moving to another state. What  
toys or other fun things could you  

fit in your car?

This trunk is well stocked for a settler’s 
trip to a new home. Find the items from 

our modern time that don’t belong.

OUT OF PLACE 
IN TIME

getting tired. Their trip across the river 
and back had worn them out before we 
even hit the trail today. Pa was worried. 
We stopped to talk about what to do. 
Should we stop and camp for  
the night? That would hold up all  
12 wagons and delay our trip. The  
only other option was to lighten our 
load. That’s what we did. 

Grandma’s wooden table was the 
heaviest item in our wagon. Ma was 
so sad but she knew we had to  
leave it behind. She cried a little then 
waved goodbye to the 50-year-old 
table. With the lighter load, our oxen 
moved easier. We completed another 
day on the trail.
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Answers: Coffee maker, video player, skateboard, cereal box, video game controller.



Kansas Becomes   a State
In order for Kansas to become a state, 
the following had to happen:

1  Citizens had to elect leaders

2   Leaders had to write 
the state constitution

3   Congress had to accept the 
state constitution and  
approve Kansas for 
statehood

Voting is an important right guaranteed 
by both the United States and Kansas 
constitutions. Each voter wrote his vote 
on a piece of paper called a ballot.  
This shipping box was used during   
one election in Kansas Territory to 
hold ballots.

This flag was used at a  
rally for Abraham Lincoln  
when he was running 
for president of the  
United States. Lincoln 
wanted Kansas to 
be free.

It sounds simple, right? 
For Kansas, it was anything but. Our 

nation was divided over slavery. States 
in the North wanted to stop the spread 
of slavery. States in the South supported 

slavery. Kansans could decide whether they 
wanted slavery or not. It took seven years 

for Kansas to be admitted into  
the Union as a free state. 
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Kansas Becomes   a State

The location of the state capital 
was put to the vote of the people. 
Topeka won, receiving more than 
half of the votes. Lawrence came 
in second. Work on the capitol  
building began five years after 
Kansas became a state. It  
took 37 years to complete.

Four state constitutions were written 
before the people of Kansas accepted 
one. The one that was accepted by 
Congress and made Kansas a state is 
the constitution we live by today. It 
can only be changed by the people’s 
votes but it preserves our basic rights.
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Kansas became the 34th state 
on January 29, 1861. A new  
34-star flag was made to 
symbolize this event. Today 
there are 50 stars on our flag, 
one for each state. The 13 
stripes symbolize the original  
13 colonies.



Rollin’ on the River
Smooth waters 
on the Missouri

River today!

The crew ran out of wood 
for the boiler. Move back 

three spaces to collect wood 
from the river bank.

Your steamboat

hit a snag and is stalled.

Skip your next turn.

You’re racing

another steamboat. 

Travel with care!

Welcome to 
Kansas!

Your boat hits 
thick mud on the

Kansas River. 
Move back 
one space!

Your steamboat 

spends the night

at the next port. 

Skip a turn.

On your last stop, 
you helped the crew
unload cargo. Move 
ahead one space for 

your kindness.

Low water ahead 
on the Kansas River. 

Move back two spaces
and skip a turn while 

the water level 
rises.

Yo
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Your steam
boat hit

a snag and is too

dam
aged to continue.

Return to START

and begin again.

Fine weather 

today. Move 

ahead one
space.

You’re getting
motion 
sick on
choppy 

water today.
Move back 
one space.

Almost to Kansas! It is windy, so hold on to 
your hat!

Heavy rain today. 
Move back
one space.

The boiler
 exploded!
 You barely

escaped
 but lost all 

your 
belongings.
 Return to 

START.

FINISH

START

See if you can navigate 
the waterways that lead to 
Kansas! You’ll need a die 
and something to mark your 
place. Take turns rolling the 
die and move across the 
board. The first person to 
reach Kansas wins!

In the 1800s people in the East often 

traveled by steamboat to Kansas to 

settle here or travel westward on the 

trails. Traveling by steamboat was 

dangerous and unpredictable. 
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Rollin’ on the River
Smooth waters 
on the Missouri

River today!

The crew ran out of wood 
for the boiler. Move back 

three spaces to collect wood 
from the river bank.

Your steamboat

hit a snag and is stalled.

Skip your next turn.

You’re racing

another steamboat. 

Travel with care!

Welcome to 
Kansas!

Your boat hits 
thick mud on the

Kansas River. 
Move back 
one space!

Your steamboat 

spends the night

at the next port. 

Skip a turn.

On your last stop, 
you helped the crew
unload cargo. Move 
ahead one space for 

your kindness.

Low water ahead 
on the Kansas River. 

Move back two spaces
and skip a turn while 

the water level 
rises.

Yo
u 
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th
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Your steam
boat hit

a snag and is too

dam
aged to continue.

Return to START

and begin again.

Fine weather 

today. Move 

ahead one
space.

You’re getting
motion 
sick on
choppy 

water today.
Move back 
one space.

Almost to Kansas! It is windy, so hold on to 
your hat!

Heavy rain today. 
Move back
one space.

The boiler
 exploded!
 You barely

escaped
 but lost all 

your 
belongings.
 Return to 

START.

FINISH

START
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I’ve Been Workin’ on    the RailroadI’ve Been Workin’ on    the Railroad
This is the oldest surviving 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe Railway steam engine. 
Built in 1880, it was used 

to haul freight from 
Kansas to New Mexico. 
You can see this train at 
the Kansas Museum of 

History in Topeka. 

        hortly after Kansas became a state 
railroad workers were laying train tracks. 
Trains were an easier and faster way to travel 
than covered wagons. The railroads helped 
Kansas grow. 

The railroad companies were given free land. In exchange they 
built railroads across the state. The companies sold the land to 
settlers. This brought new people to Kansas. It also helped pay for 
building the railroad. As towns were formed close to the tracks 
more people came. The railroad connected the people in these  
new towns to the rest of the country. 

SS  
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I’ve Been Workin’ on    the RailroadI’ve Been Workin’ on    the Railroad

SS  

NN

EE  WW  

SUPPLIES

WHEAT

MAIL

CORN

HOUSEHOLD
ITEMS

CATTLE

Trains leaving from Kansas carried crops and livestock raised on the new farms. 

S Y N N Y MO E
Synonyms are words 
that mean the same, or 
nearly the same, as other 
words. Use the words in 
the word bank to write 
a synonym for each of 
these words. 

xpress
workers _______________________________________________

grow __________________________________________________

exchange______________________________________________

settlers ________________________________________________

connected _____________________________________________

Word Bank 
linked     trade     pioneers     expand     employees

WORD

BANKBANK

WORD

Trains from the East brought things settlers needed. 
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Anna’s  
Music Box

Anna Karlin and her family stood along the 
water’s edge. They were waiting to board a 
boat headed for America. They were happy 
to be moving to Kansas. The Karlins were 
German, but they had lived in Russia all of 
their lives. The railroad had sent men to 
Russia to talk to them about Kansas. Anna’s 
father felt they were offering good things to 
new immigrants. 

The Karlins wanted to leave Russia because of changes 
in the laws. Anna’s grandparents had immigrated many 
years before. They moved from Germany to Russia for 
similar reasons. Now it was her parents’ turn. Many of 
their friends and neighbors were also moving to Kansas. 

Anna was allowed to bring only a few special items from 
home. One of her favorites was a music box. Her father 
gave it to her when she turned 10. It was blue with 
delicate white daisies painted on it. Anna loved to hear 
the soft music play. It could cheer her no matter what 
happened. The night before she left on her journey, Anna 
listened to the music box one more time. 

The next day the Karlins and 40 more families boarded 
the steamship Ohio. They arrived in America 22 days 
later. As Anna got off the boat she saw the piles of 
suitcases being loaded for the train. Oh no! Had she 
remembered to pack her music box? Did she leave it in 
Russia? Anna started to panic. She hoped and prayed 
that her music box was in her bag. She wouldn’t know 
until she and her family got to Kansas. 

A few days later the Karlins arrived in Kansas. It would be 
a few more weeks before they arrived in Hays, their new 
home. Anna was not allowed to unpack her suitcase until 
they reached Hays. Her mind kept going back to the last 

night in her old house in Russia. She thought about her 
music box. She missed it almost as much as she missed 
her home and her Aunt Willa and Uncle Jakob. 

Finally the Karlins rode the train to Hays. They rented an 
old empty store where they would live until their new 
home could be built. Within a few days another train 
arrived with their belongings and supplies for their home. 
Anna grabbed her bag from the pile of suitcases. 

She searched through it but she didn’t find the music 
box. Tears flowed as she ran to her father. He hugged 
her tight. She choked out the words to tell him about 
her music box. “It will be okay, Anna,” her father told her 
lovingly. 

One month later Anna’s family moved into their new 
home. Anna unpacked her quilt made by Aunt Willa. She 
took out her favorite books and the little wooden kitten 
carved by Uncle Jakob. But she was still sad about her 
music box. 

Then Anna learned that Uncle Jakob and Aunt Willa were 
on their way from Russia to Kansas! Anna and her family 
met them at the train station. She ran toward them 
with arms wide open. She jumped into Jakob’s arms and 
hugged him tight. Then she swirled around to see Aunt 
Willa with a package in her arms. Willa leaned over and 
handed Anna the package. “Open it, Anna,” said Willa, 
smiling from ear to ear. As Anna tore off the wrapping, 
she saw the familiar white daisies. It was her music box! 
Anna burst into tears. But this time they were happy 
tears! Aunt Willa had found the music box. “Thank you, 
Aunt Willa!” cried Anna. She opened the music box and 
smiled. Anna was happy to be in Kansas with her family 
and favorite relatives. And she was so happy to have her 
music box once again.
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Coming to Kansas

Which of these countries had the most immigrants 

to Kansas? 

___________________________________________________

Which of these countries had the least immigrants to 

Kansas? 

___________________________________________________

What color represents the country from which Anna 

and her family came? (page 25) 

___________________________________________________

 

im•mi•grant
a person who moves
to another country

Coming to Kansas
In 1890 most immigrants to Kansas 

came from Europe and states in 
the East. The pie chart below shows 
the percentages of immigrants from 
other countries.

Germany 46,400

England 48,000

Ireland 15,900

Russia 9,800

Wales 2,400

Sweden 17,000

Scotland 5,500
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Imagine going to school where the ceiling, walls, and floors 
are made of dirt! Many early Kansas structures were dugouts. 
Dugouts are spaces carved out of the ground. There were not 
many trees in parts of Kansas as settlers moved west. People 
used dugouts for their homes. Sometimes they were also used 
for schools, as shown below. What do you think the people in 
the photo were thinking at the time the picture was taken?
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My parents and I said goodbye to Mr. Dixon and the 
big farm in Kentucky. Kansas was to be our new home. 
Mama called it the “promised land.” She told me we 
would have our own land in Kansas in a place called 
Nicodemus. Papa could plant the crops he wanted.  
We would have a new home too. Mama was excited 
about that. But best of all was that I would go to 
school. I would learn to read and write. Papa said  
that was very important. 

There was plenty of land for crops in Nicodemus.  
But when we got there it was too late in the season  
to plant. Papa worried about what we would eat.  
We were surprised that there were no trees. We had to 
build a dugout. It was a big hole in the ground with a 
roof on top. It wasn’t what Mama had in mind for a 
home. But it was our own and that was all that 
mattered. 

A New Beginning in 

Many African Americans living in Southern states came to Kansas after the 
Civil War. They were told stories of good land with rich soil and water. 

They had hopes of a better life here. This is one boy’s story.

Kansas
Answer: 43,110
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Population BOOMPopulation BOOM
Immigrants such as the family in the story created a population boom in 
Kansas. In 1870 there were 16,250 African Americans living in Kansas. 
In just 10 years that number grew in a big way. Begin with the 1870 
population and follow these steps to find out how many blacks were 
living in Kansas in 1880. 

1870 population:       16,250
1880 population:       _ _, _ _ _
1.  Divide the thousands place by two

2. Subtract four from the tens place

3. Multiply the ten thousands place by four

4. Multiply the ones place by zero

5. Divide the hundreds place by two



The first year was tough. People from other towns 
brought food and clothing when we were cold and 
hungry. Then more people from Kentucky moved to 
Nicodemus. They brought milk cows and extra food. 
Things began to improve. Soon Papa was plowing and 
planting crops in our own fields. I got to go to school. 
It didn’t take me long to learn to read and write. I was 
so proud. This promised land is home to us now. 

A group of five men formed Nicodemus Town Company. 
They advertised Nicodemus as an all-black community. 
They went to Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mississippi to 
talk to African Americans about Kansas. They called 
it the “promised land.” Within a year Nicodemus 
had almost 700 residents. The town grew with 
the promise of a railroad to be built nearby. But 
the railroad was built several miles away and this 
affected the growth of the town. Today Nicodemus 
is a National Historic Site. It is the only remaining 
all-black town west of the Mississippi River.

Digging for the Past

We can learn about a place by studying 
things left behind by people who lived 
there. A few years ago archeologists 
explored some land near Nicodemus. 
One of the things they found was part 
of a sewing machine. Imagine the  
young mother in this story sitting  
down to stitch curtains for the family’s 
new home.  
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Traditions from

music

Some Kansas settlers came here from  
other states. Others came from countries  
in Europe, Asia, Central America, and Africa. 
Some came with little money and few 
belongings. Others came with plenty. Rich 
or poor, each immigrant brought with them 
customs and traditions.

When people move to a new place, they 
face many changes. Their traditions help 
them to feel more “at home” in a new 
place. Here are a few traditions Kansas  
            settlers brought from other parts  
               of the world.

James Limerick learned to play the fiddle 
from his Irish ancestors. When he moved 
his family west there wasn’t much space in 
the wagon. He found room for his favorite 
fiddle. That says a lot for his love of music. 
Imagine the sounds of Irish tunes around 
the campfire as weary travelers relaxed 
each night.

Traditions from

Mai Phrakornkham left her country of Laos in a  hurry because of war. She didn’t have time to pack much. But she did bring with her the parts of her cherished loom. Once settled in Kansas she used her loom to weave fabric for clothing. Weaving has always been a big part of her life.

weaving
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Traditions from
This donkey and cart was a cherished toy for a  

Kansas child many years ago. It was made by  

Swedish immigrant Gust Sands. He came to Kansas  

as a boy. Gust taught himself to carve. He gave this 

toy with working wheels and a leather harness to his 

young neighbor.

Croatians came from Europe to Kansas. They didn’t forget about the sweet breads they enjoyed in Croatia. Marijana Grisnik remembers her relatives gathering to make bread at the holidays. One of her favorites was povitica, a nut bread. She put her memory of it in this painting. 
 The Kepka family was from Eastern Europe. They 

moved to Kansas and brought a favorite tradition 
with them. At Easter the family decorated eggs 
with melted wax and dye just as they did in the old 
country. This must have helped family members feel 
more at home.

Christmas was always an important  
holiday for the members of the Stehwir 
family. When they moved to Kansas 
from Germany they brought special  
Christmas items. Their first Kansas  
Christmas tree was lit with candles  
in this holder. The holder kept the  
flames upright. 

Some people from Mexico came to Kansas. Many 

came to work for the railroad. A group of Mexican 

immigrants settled in Topeka near the railroad shops. 

This neighborhood has a Mexican fiesta each year. 

People can enjoy Mexican food, music, and dance.

wood carving 

baking
decorated eggs

holidays

dance
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Where, Oh Where Have    My Lit le Cows Gone?

Julia and her family had heard many good things 
about Kansas. They decided to pack up their 
belongings in a covered wagon and move from 
Missouri to Kansas. Julia’s husband, Burt, had 
hopes of building a nice home on his own land. 
He looked forward to growing crops.

The Hand family arrived in Kansas in October. 
The trees were turning lovely shades of orange 
and yellow. It was very windy. Julia liked how the 
falling leaves swirled around her feet.

Burt began building their log house in 
November. He was eager to complete a warm 
home for Julia and the children. Burt had 

to work hard to finish the house by winter. 
Meanwhile, Julia took care of the cooking, 
washing, the animals, and the children.

One night the family’s three cows disappeared. 
Where would they get milk for the children 
without cows? Julia walked and walked that 
first night, trying to find them. She could hear 
the wolves howling in the distance. It sent chills 
down her spine. 

The next day Burt spent the entire day looking 
for the cows. He had no luck. On the following 
day they awoke to the smell of smoke in the air. 
A prairie fire had destroyed much of the grasses 

Julia Hand wasn’t so sure she was going to like Kansas. She, 
her husband, and their three children had been in Kansas a 

few months. Now they had lost their three cows! “Oh my, give 
me strength to survive the winter!” Julia said.

Where, Oh Where Have    My Lit le Cows Gone?
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Where, Oh Where Have    My Lit le Cows Gone?
over the hill from their 
land. “What next?” thought Julia. 

That day Burt decided to go into  
town to get his saw blade sharpened. 
It was a long trip. When he returned 
home he brought with him the three  
missing cows. Julia was the happiest she’d  
been in months! The cows had wandered  
off five miles to a neighbor’s house. Luckily the 
neighbor had brought the cows to town just the 
day before. One of the poor cows had lost half 
her tail to a dog or wolf, but at least the cows 
were home! 

Julia laid down under the layers of quilts on 
the floor of her new home. She smiled and felt 
better than she had for weeks. Maybe Kansas 
was going to be a good home after all. 

Where, Oh Where Have    My Lit le Cows Gone?

Why do you think the cows  
were so important to Julia and her 

family? Draw a picture of Julia hunting 
for her cows. Does this story remind 

you of a nursery rhyme?

I’m
lost!

IT’SIT’S

YOUR
TURN
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Farm Animal Word Search
chicken cow
goat  goose
horse mule
oxen pig
rabbit rooster  
sheep turkey

C H I C K E N R L Q O J L 
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Kansas is home to companies 
that produce things used by 
people around the world. Many 
natural resources are also found 
here. Kansas farmers grow 
crops that feed people in many 
nations. Explore the map to see 
products that come from our 
state, as well as companies with 
Kansas connections. Then use 
the stickers on the sticker page 
to show in which part of the 
state certain products can be 
found. 

Note: Some items are found in  

more than one region 

Northwest

Central

Feeder and dairy cattle

Wheat

Sunflowers

Corn

Natural gas

Helium

Gypsum

Corn

Alfalfa

Farm implement manufacturing

Russell Stover Candies (Abilene)

Corbeil Bus Corporation (Hutchinson)

Salt

Sorghum

Wind
Southwest

It comes from
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Northwest
Northeast

Central

Southeast

Russell Stover Candies (Abilene)

Corbeil Bus Corporation (Hutchinson)

Salt

Sorghum

Wind

Soybeans

General Motors (Kansas City)

Guy’s Snack Foods (Kansas City)

Hill’s Pet Nutrition (Topeka)

Lee Jeans (Kansas City)

Coal

Oil

Pizza Hut and White Castle  
(founded in Wichita)

Hawker Beechcraft, Learjet, Cessna 
(Wichita) 

Coleman Company (Wichita)

IT’SIT’S

YOUR
TURN

It comes from If you owned your own 
Kansas company, where 
would it be located, and 
what would you sell? 
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An amazing thing happened in the 
early 1900s.  People learned to fly. 
The Wright brothers made the very 
first flight in North Carolina. It lasted 
12 seconds and they flew 120 feet.  
That short flight changed the world. 

Even before this historic first flight, people 

around the world, including Kansans, were 

trying to build flying machines.  It took a 

lot of failed attempts before one got off 

the ground. A few years after the Wright 

brothers’ flight, Kansan Albin K. Longren 

made an airplane. He tried it out in a field 

near Topeka. It worked!

Air Capital of the World
Several early Kansas pilots formed their own companies. Longren 
opened Kansas’ first airplane business in Topeka. Wichita is 
home to several airplane manufacturers, such as Cessna Aircraft 
Company; Boeing, Inc.; Learjet; and Hawker Beechcraft. It is 
known as the “Air Capital of the World.”
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Albin K. Longren and other aircraft builders showed off their 

skills at county fairs and air shows. These barnstormers thrilled 

the crowds with acrobatics. Famous pilot Charles Lindbergh 

(pictured at left) was also a barnstormer in Kansas.

one who does stunt 
flying or airplane races 
while touring country 
towns and rural areas

BARN•STORM•ER

This photo shows the first airplane ever built in Wichita.  
What do you think the people in the photo were thinking 

or saying at the time this photo was taken?
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Sometimes being successful at something requires 
that you take a risk. If you know how to ride a 
bike or roller skate, you probably took a fall or 
two while learning. People who start their own 
businesses also take risks. They sometimes start 
their business with very little money. What money 
they do have might come from their personal 
savings or from loans from partners such as friends 
and family. If the business fails, that money is lost. 
But what if the business does well? The owner  
and any partners could make a lot of money. 

The next few pages feature some of the 
successful risk takers who were willing to  
take a chance on Kansas. 

en•tre•pre•neur
a person who starts a business,  

often with much risk 

IT’SIT’S

YOUR
TURN

Brothers Dan and Frank 

Carney started Pizza Hut in 

Wichita in 1958. Today  

   the oldest continuously  

     operating Pizza Hut in  

        the world is in 

          Manhattan.

Many Kansas entrepreneurs based  
their businesses on their hobbies or  
skills. They turned those interests and talents  
into big business for Kansas! Take a quiz to 
determine what kind of business you might start.

Favorite school subjects: 

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

Hobbies or interests:  

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

What would be your dream job? 

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________
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H.D. Lee started as a hotel  
clerk in Ohio and went on to  
own one of the world’s largest makers of blue 
jeans. He moved to Salina and started a store 
called the H.D. Lee Mercantile Company. Here 
people could buy food, clothing, and other 
supplies. Soon there was a need for clothing for 
people working in factories. Lee started 
producing one-piece overalls. The Lee Jeans 
brand was born. Today Lee Jeans is 
headquartered in Merriam near 
Kansas City.

Make It Your Own!

For generations, people have used 

jeans as a canvas to show off their 

own style. They draw on jeans, cut 

them up, or add decorations. Here’s 

your chance! Using the stickers 

on the sticker page, decorate the 

jeans below. You can also use pens, 

markers, or crayons to give the jeans 

your own special look. 

Kansas Historical Society

Meet H.D. Lee

H.D.

Kansas Entrepreneurs 

Favorite school subjects: 

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

Hobbies or interests:  

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________

What would be your dream job? 

_______________________________________________  

_______________________________________________
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Kansas Historical Society

Meet Russell and Clara Stover

Russell Stover was born in a sod house in north central 
Kansas. Today his name stands for some of the world’s 
best chocolate. Russell and his wife,  
Clara, worked for several candy  
companies in the Midwest. They  
became partners with a man who  
made a chocolate-covered ice cream  
treat on a stick. The Stovers removed the  
stick and renamed it Eskimo Pie. This treat  
is still popular today. The couple also opened 
candy factories in Denver and Kansas City.  
Russell Stover Candies’ headquarters is now  
in Kansas City, Missouri. The company also has a  
factory in Abilene.

Unique Confections
Russell Stover Candies is famous for its 

assorted boxed chocolates. Can you find  
the two chocolates to the right that are  

exactly alike?

Kansas Entrepreneurs 
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Kansas Historical Society

Meet Takeru Higuchi

The Biosciences Center at the University of 
Kansas is named for Takeru Higuchi. His ideas 
and inventions for prescription drugs made 
him famous around the world. Higuchi’s 
parents were immigrants from Japan. They 
lived in California, where Higuchi studied 
science. Higuchi became head of the 
chemistry department at the University of 

Kansas. He developed a technology 
called time-release delivery.  
This made medicine work 
better in the body. 

4
4

3
3

1
1

2
2

3

43
1

1

2

Sudoku is a Japanese number 

puzzle. In the Sudoku puzzles 

below, every row, column,     

   and four-space square must 

   contain the numbers one 

through four. Can you fill in  

the missing numbers?

Takeru Higuchi

Prescription  
for Fun

Kansas Entrepreneurs 
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start

end

Kansas Entrepreneurs 

The computers and electronics we  
use today contain microchips 
invented by a Kansan. Jack Kilby  
grew up in southwest Kansas.  
When he was a teenager an ice  
storm hit his community. The  
storm took out telephone and power  
lines. Kilby’s father worked with radio operators  
to make contact with the outside world. Kilby 
traveled along. He became interested in electronics.  
He got a radio license and built his own transmitter. 
He studied electronics in school and invented the 
microchip. Although microchips are small,  
they are powerful.

Kansas Historical Society

Meet Jack Kilby

Have you ever seen a 
microchip up close? 
It looks like a maze 
of wires and circuits. 
Work your way 
through this microchip 
maze. 

Amazing 
Microchip
Maze

KILBYJack
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Kansas pride!
Draw a t-shirt design to show your  

Kansas pride!
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Explore more resources for  
teachers, families, and  
young Kansans on  

kshs.org

•  lesson plans, classroom materials, and  
standards-based curriculum

• famous Kansan trading cards and bookmarks
• online exhibits

Discover our online collections on kansasmemory.org,  
the largest online collection of photographs and documents  
from Kansas history

“Like” us on Facebook!  
Search for  
“Kansas Historical Society”

Follow us on Twitter!  
twitter.com/kansashistory

© 2011 Kansas Historical Society
Joy Brennan and Teresa Jenkins, editors
Linda Kunkle Park, graphic designer/illustrator

Paid for with private funds through the Kansas Historical Foundation



FLOUR
200 pounds

Sugar
100 pounds

RICE
100 pounds

Beans
100 pounds

SEED
200 pounds

Tools
100 pounds

Weapons
100 pounds

Extra Wagon 
Parts

100 pounds

Dishes 
200 pounds

Medical Kit
25 pounds

Bedding
100 pounds

Household Items
50 pounds

Dried Peaches 
50 pounds

Dried Beef 
100 pounds

Bacon
200 pounds

Clothes
100 pounds

Salt
50 pounds

Yeast
50 pounds

TEA
50 pounds

About Me! – Page 1

Wagons Ho! – Page 15

25 pounds

200
pounds

100 pounds

150
pounds

100
pounds

★
300 pounds



It Comes From Kansas – Pages 34-35

Kansas Entrepreneurs H.D. Lee – Page 39

Extra Stickers – Just for fun!

KANSASKANSAS
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R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

John Dillon 
(1870-1957)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

©2011

•   Operated wagon and buggy repair shop 
in Sterling in 1890s

•  Opened J.S. Dillon Cash Store in  
Hutchinson in 1913, a new concept  
to customers

•  Founded Dillons and Sons Store with sons 
Ray and Clyde in 1917 and incorporated  
in 1921

•  Introduced public 
rest rooms and  
off-street parking

•  Operates today as part  
of Kroger Company 

Photo courtesty Reno County Museum

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Rafael Lopez 
(1914-1994)

 Concepción Lopez 
(1911-2006)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

• They immigrated to the U.S. from Mexico

•  He served in the army during World  
War II and the Korean War

•  He worked as a civil service barber at  
McConnell Air Force  
Base in Wichita

•  They opened  
Connie’s Mexico Café  
in Wichita in 1963

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Clementine Paddleford 
(1900-1967)   

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

• Born in Stockdale 

•  Graduated from Kansas State University 
with a journalism degree 

•  Known as America’s number one food  
editor for ability to  
make good cooking  
read as fine literature

•  Wrote for New York  
Herald Tribune and  
Gourmet magazine 

Photo courtesy  
Kansas State University

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Walter Anderson 
(1880-1963)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

•  Co-founded White Castle restaurants in 
Wichita, oldest hamburger chain, with 
Billy Ingram

•  Fast food pioneer who made hamburgers 
popular

•  Developed assembly line kitchen

•  Produced first paper hats and napkins

•  Built a reputation  
for cleanliness

Photo courtesy White  
Castle Management Co.  
All rights reserved.

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Walter Beech  
(1891-1950)

Olive Beech 
(1904-1993)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

   kshs.org

•  He built a glider at age 14

•  He was test pilot, instructor, and  
engineer for the U.S. Army Air Corps  
during World War I

•  They started Beech Aircraft Company  
in Wichita in 1932

•  When he became ill, she ran company 
during World War II

•  She later oversaw the company’s  
expansion

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

William Coleman 
(1870-1957)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

•  Perfected and marketed his lantern as 
Coleman Arc Lamp

•  Moved to Wichita in 1901 and started 
Coleman Lamp and Stove Company

•  Products featured in early motion pictures 
with Rin Tin Tin and Our Gang

•  Soldiers used Coleman stoves during 
World War II

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Fred Harvey 
(1835-1901)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

•   Began restaurant career at age 15, worked 
for railroad during Civil War

•  Persuaded Santa Fe Railway to let him 
open dining room in Topeka train depot 
in 1876

•  Created chain of Harvey House restaurants 
known for good food in a  
sophisticated setting

•  Waitresses were  
called “Harvey girls”

©2011

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Alexander Hyde 
(1848-1935)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

kshs.org

• Born in Massachusetts

•  Moved with his brother to Leavenworth 
in 1865

•  Started soap business in Wichita in 1888 
that became Metholatum Company

•  Sold product door-to-door in Wichita

•  Customers said it cured muscle aches, 
cuts, and burns

•  Donated 90 percent of  
profits to charities in  
Kansas and beyond

©2011

Photo courtesy  
Wichita-Sedgwick County  
Historical Museum

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

Harry Sinclair 
(1876-1956)

R E A L  P E O P L E .  R E A L  S T O R I E S .

   kshs.org

•  Born in Virginia, grew up in  
Independence

• Acquired White Oil Company in 1901

• Formed Sinclair Oil in 1916

•  By end of the 1920s his company was 
producing 80,000 barrels of oil a day and 
had more than 900 miles of pipeline

•  His involvement in government oil  
leases became part of the  
Teapot Dome scandal  
and led to a short  
prison term 

Photo courtesy Library of Congress

©2011
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