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You can explore Kansas women's role
in fighting slavery, promoting freedom,
and honoring the war heroes through a
traveling exhibit called Reflections on
the War: Women and Their Civil War Quilts. This exhibit is part
of the KITES (Kansas Interpretive Traveling Exhibits Service)
program. Exhibits can be borrowed for display in community
centers, schools, and libraries.  To find out more visit
www.kshs.org/exhibits/traveling/ or contact 785-272-8681, ext.
414, or education@kshs.org. 

Following the Civil War, African Americans served in segregated
units during the Indian wars in the West. Some of these Buffalo
Soldiers were stationed at Fort Hays from 1867 to1869.  Here the
38th Infantry and the 9th and 10th U.S. Cavalry provided
exemplary service on the frontier.  Today you can visit Fort Hays
State Historic Site and discover more about these black troops.
Fort Hays is located at 1472 Highway 183 Alt in Hays.  For
summer and winter hours and admission information visit
www.kshs.org/places/forthays/, or contact 785-625-6812, or
thefort@kshs.org.     

The Kansas Museum of History received
a grant of nearly $26,000 from the
Institute of Museum and Library Services
to treat two Kansas Civil War battle flags
carried by Kansas regiments at Prairie
Grove, Arkansas. The Museum’s collec-
tion includes 75 flags, many of which are

fragile and in poor condition.  The grant will support the
Museum’s Save the Flags! fundraising effort to treat this collec-
tion. Find out how you can help by visiting
www.kshs.org/preserve/saveflags.htm, or contact 785-272-8681,
ext. 427, or kansasmuseum@kshs.org.

The Colored Battery and the guardhouse appear in
the distance at Fort Leavenworth.

“A Negro Regiment In Action” Harper’s Weekly,
March 14, 1863

Colored captured the flags of the Texas regiment
after only 20 minutes. 

The regiment’s greatest test came at the battle of
Poison Spring in April 1864. When the
Confederates ambushed the Union supply train, the
African American troops took the brunt of the
attack and suffered great losses. Many of the black
soldiers who were captured or wounded during the
battle were executed.  The sacrifice of the 1st
Kansas Colored served as inspiration for other
black troops, who used the battle cry, “Remember
Poison Spring!”

The cost was high for the 1st Kansas Colored
soldiers. Around 25 percent of the regiment was
killed in action or died. They faced bigotry from
some of the white soldiers and officers. They
received less pay than their counterparts.  Yet the
black soldiers succeeded in proving their ability.

Matthews went on to serve as a first lieutenant
in Douglas’ Independent Colored Kansas Battery.
The 1st Kansas Colored served out the remaining
years of the war in Arkansas.  Its three regimental
flags are preserved at the Kansas Museum of
History. 



8 www.kshs.org

Kansans with a passion
for archeology wanted

to further an appreciation for
their state’s early history.  In
1975 the members of the
Kansas Anthropological
Association, along with staff
from the Kansas Historical
Society, established a field
school and training program.

The El Cuartelejo site, where
Pueblo and Plains Apache Indians
had sought refuge in the late 1600s
and early 1700s, was selected for
the first training program.  This first
year drew 90 staff and volunteers to
the field school. The Historical
Society operated a field laboratory
and many volunteers assisted with
washing and cataloguing the
excavated materials.  Participants

worked a total of 1,948 hours on the
project. The findings confirmed the
Apache and Pueblo influences. 

A number of the volunteers
involved in this first effort
continued their association with the
program over many years.  Those
volunteers included Verna Dietrich,
Jim and Peggy Feagins, Jean
Howell, Harold and Margie Reed,
and Milton Reichart. Since that
time many other dedicated long-
term volunteers have joined in the
effort.   

The successful training program
continued in Scott County in 1976.
Programs since have been
conducted in Atchison, Chase,
Coffey, Comanche, Cowley,
Ellsworth, Franklin, Gove, Harper,
Meade, Mitchell, Morris, Norton,
Osage, Phillips, Rice, Shawnee,
Sheridan, Sherman, Wabaunsee,
and Washington counties.  The

program has resulted in a much
greater understanding of the many
different people who have lived in
and traversed this area: prehistoric
cultures, early frontier forts,
Oregon Trail, and Pony Express, to
list a few.

The hard work and dedication
of this huge volunteer effort has
contributed 151,426 hours and has
furthered our understanding of
Kansas history.

Archeologists work in a field lab at
Lake Scott.

This year’s excavations
were held at Nicodemus, an
African American settlement
in Graham County. One of
the focuses was a dugout
home site where some of
the first settlers lived.Archeologists use a grid method to carefully analyze the relationship of

items found during the investigation.
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Kathy Fox knows how
important the Kaw

Indians are to Kansas
history.  Fox was the
landowner of Hard Chief’s
Village, an archeological
site where the Kansa (Kaw)
had lived. 

“I researched Hard Chief. I
knew it was significant to find a
village not being farmed,” Fox said.  

Fox worked with staff and
volunteers at the Kansas Historical
Society to nominate the site to the
National Register of Historic
Places.  The property’s nomination
was approved by the State Historic
Sites Board of Review in February
2007 and forwarded to the National
Park Service.  

With the hope of donating the
site, Fox made numerous contacts
with the State of Kansas and the

Kathy Fox is recognized for her contributions in preserving Hard Chief’s
Village.

“I was so excited. I had
already had it surveyed
and appraised.  I had
everything ready to go.”
--Kathy Fox

Kaw Nation. It was suggested that
Fox turn to the Archaeological
Conservancy, a national organiza-
tion dedicated to acquiring and
preserving archaeological sites.  

The Conservancy quickly
accepted the donation.  Future plans

Volunteers and staff conduct investigation at Hard Chief’s Village. 

call for continued research and the
development of educational
materials with the Kaw Nation.

The Professional
Archaeologists of Kansas honored
Fox with a public service award at
the Kansas Anthropological
Association’s annual meeting in
April. Amy Espinoza-Ar, field
representative for the
Archaeological Conservancy,
attended the meeting and presented
Fox with an honorary membership
in her organization.  
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From Our Collections:

Because of its location, Hard
Chief’s Village survived the floods
that destroyed other villages and
today is the only intact site of its
kind. A few eyewitness accounts of
the site have been preserved in
historical records.  Those records,
along with archeological studies,
offer a rare opportunity to learn
more about the Kansa (Kaw) people
in the 1800s.

For generations the Kaw terri-
tory spanned much of northeast
Kansas. The 1825 treaty limited
lands for the 2,400 Kaw. Separate
communities were named after
three leaders. American Chief’s
Village, the smallest of the three,
and Fool Chief’s Village, the

largest, were located to the north
and in the lowlands.  Hard Chief’s
Village contained 50 to 60 earth-
lodges for its 600 residents.   

The treaty promised the Kaw
access to a trading post, govern-
ment agents, blacksmiths, inter-
preters, and other services. During
the spring and fall the Kaw went on
hunting trips in the west.  When
they returned to the village, the
Kaw brought furs and hides to
trade. 

Life in the villages often was
difficult.  Smallpox struck in 1833,
and probably again in 1838, when

100 of the Kaw people died.
Flooding in the spring of 1844
washed away bottomland in the
lower villages. Agent Richard
Cummins said the area had been
“overflown from Bluff to Bluff,
sweeping off all [their] fencing,
houses.”   

Without a continuous mission
school in the area, some of the Kaw
children were sent to the Shawnee
Mission near Westport. After
returning from the school, several
of these children died.  Hard Chief
refused to let other Kaw children
return to the mission. 

The U.S. Indian agency closed
its local office in 1834 and with it
many of the services. A number of
Hard Chief’s followers moved
west, possibly to be nearer to
buffalo country.  When a wagon
train traveler stopped to view the
village in 1839, he discovered that
the inhabitants were away hunting.
Dr. Frederick Wislizenus, the
traveler, provided a description of
the empty earthlodge:

“The structure is very simple.
On a round, arched frame of poles
and bark, earth is placed with grass

The Kansa (Kaw) with the U.S. Commissioner of Indian Affairs

These Kansa (Kaw)  lived on a reservation near Council Grove.

Hard Chief was said to
take a hard line when

negotiating for his people.
This Kansa chief was one of
three to sign an 1825 treaty
that established villages in
present-day Shawnee
County.  His village was
located high on a bluff
above the Kansas River.
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You can visit Kaw
Mission State Historic
Site where 30 Kaw
Indian boys lived and
studied from 1851 to
1854. Exhibits feature
the history and culture
of the people who
gave the state its
name.  Kaw Mission
is located at 500 North Mission, Council Grove. For summer
and winter hours and admission information visit
www.kshs.org/places/kaw/, or contact 620-767-5410, or
kawmission@kshs.org.    

Hard’s Chief Village is one
of the properties on the
National Register of Historic
Places.  Administered in
Kansas by the Kansas
Historical Society, the
National Register program
helps to identify, evaluate,
and protect our historic and
archeological resources.  Funding programs, such as tax
credits and grants, are available to listed properties. To be
eligible for the National Register, a property must be at least 50
years old and retain its historic appearance.  For more informa-
tion visit www.kshs.org/resource/national_register/ or call
785-272-8681, ext. 240.

Wah-Shun-Gah (right) followed Allegawaho as primary
chief.

or reeds; at the top, in the middle, an opening is left for
light and smoke.”

The villages were abandoned in 1848 after another
treaty agreement.  The remaining Kaw residents were
removed to the Council Grove area. Hard Chief himself
died sometime in the 1860s. Allegawaho was chief to
the Kaw people when the last of their land in Kansas
was relinquished in 1872.  The 194 remaining Kaw
were removed to Indian Territory, present-day
Oklahoma, where today the 2,861 members of the Kaw
Nation live.

The 1987 excavation of Hard Chief’s Village
discovered at least 15 possible houses and revealed that
the Kaw were dependent on trade goods.  Items discov-
ered include iron axes, an adze, a drawknife, a metal
bracelet, projectile points of brass and iron, glass beads,
glass bottle fragments, and clay pipe fragments.
Animal remains include a horse, deer, dog, bison,
turtle, and mussel shell. 

Because Hard Chief’s Village offers a rare combi-
nation of written records and archeological resources,
we have a better understanding of this Kansa village.
Kansans today have the opportunity to learn valuable
insights about the people after whom the state is named. 

Fourth graders will be learning
“Why Is the State
Called Kansas?” with
the Read Kansas!
card series.  Students
learn about the Kansa
and their traditions.
Created to teach
students to analyze and
interpret primary source
materials, the cards meet
state standards in Kansas
history, reading, and writing. Further information is available
online at www.kshs.org/teachers/, or at 785-272-8681, ext. 419,
or education@kshs.org. 
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Join us for a special
150th anniversary
celebration of the
Pony Express, August
26 in Hanover!  This
full day of fun
features pioneer

demonstrations, 1860s historic clothing, and a reenact-
ment of the arrival of an Oregon Trail wagon train, all
at the Hollenberg Pony Express Station State Historic
Site. More at www.kshs.org/places/hollenberg/.

Shop for books on Wilt Chamberlain, the Kansas City
Monarchs, Wichita’s first professional baseball team,
former Royals’ player Denny Matthews, and sports
alphabets at the Museum Store.  The Store features
numerous sports-related gifts and books for all ages
related to the special exhibit Game Faces: Kansans in
Sports. Check online for a more complete selection at
www.kshs.org/store/.

Celebrate your Independence
Day at Fort Hays State
Historic Site in Hays!  This
fun-filled patriotic event
begins with a free picnic
featuring hot dogs, chips, and
iced tea followed by folk
songs and stories of Kansas.
The Hays City Summer Band concert  is followed by a
huge, free fireworks show. More at
www.kshs.org/places/forthays/.

Enjoy free screenings under the stars on four consecu-
tive Friday nights at the Kansas Historical Society in
Topeka. Movies are projected on a wall at the west end
of the grassy plaza. Concessions include hot dogs,
popcorn, candy, and drinks.  The sports-related movies
are July 13–Knute Rockne: All American, July 20–
Hoosiers, July 27–Brian's Song, and August 3–A
League of Their Own.

This window into Kansas history is one example of the
images that will be available when Kansas Memory
makes its debut in September. This new online resource
will bring thousands of Historical Society  photo-
graphs, diaries, maps, and artifacts to the Internet.
You’ll also find materials to complement state history
standards.  More at www.kshs.org.

Join the many individuals, organizations, institutions,
and corporate members of the Kansas State Historical
Society, Inc. This not-for-profit organization invites
people to join together in support of
Kansas history. Members receive
free admission to KSHS sites,
discounts at the Museum Stores,
invitations to special events, and two
quarterly publications!  More at
www.kshs.org/joinkshs/.



June 22 – 23
Territorial Days
Constitution Hall State Historic
Site, Lecompton

June 28
2007 Border War Forum
Prairie Village, co-presented by
Shawnee Indian Mission State
Historic Site, Fairway

June 28
Readings on the Porch
William Allen White House State
Historic Site, Emporia

July 4
Independence Day
Fort Hays State Historic Site, Hays

July 5, 12, 19, & 26
Summer Storytime
Thursday mornings
Kansas Historical Society, Topeka

July 13, 20, 27, & August 3
Sundown Film Festival
Kansas Historical Society, Topeka
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Correction:
Reflections, Spring 2007
The 11th Kansas Cavalry was not an
African American unit.
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August 19, 2007
Band Concert & Ice Cream
Social
Kaw Mission State Historic Site,
Council Grove

August 23 & September 27
Kaw Councils
“Our Fabulous Flint Hills” 
Kaw Mission State Historic Site,
Council Grove

August 26
150th Anniversary Pony Express
Festival
Hollenberg Pony Express Station
State Historic Site, Hanover

September 7 – 9
Applefest & Cowboy Hoedown
Grinter Place State Historic Site,
Kansas City

September 21 – 22
Historic Fort Hays Days
Fort Hays State Historic Site, Hays
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