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On the cover: Clarina Nichols 
advocated for women’s rights and 
the free-state cause. Her efforts on 
behalf of women were reflected  
in the state’s constitution. See  
story page 2.

The Kansas Museum of History will be featuring some  

special hats and head covering from its collection in the 

next special exhibit . Head Bling! runs from April 24 through 

July 29, 2012, and reveals headwear from the beautiful to 

the bizarre . Donna Rae Pearson is the Museum’s collection 

development specialist who researched and wrote the  

exhibit script .
Pearson is responsible for the Museum’s proactive collecting effort to 

encourage donation of items from Kansas history . She has worked with  
museums across the state to encourage resource sharing and has helped collect 
stories of individuals in Kansas communities . 

Prior to joining the Historical Society, Pearson worked with the Girl Scouts 
of Kaw Valley to increase access to girls in underserved communities . After 
earning a degree in business administration from Kansas State University and 
in art and history from Washburn University she entered the public history 
master’s program at Wichita State University .  

A native of Wichita, Pearson has two daughters, a son, and a granddaughter . 
“I believe that everyone should participate in the creation and preservation  
of history,” Pearson said . Toward that end she works with community  
organizations such as the N .A .A .C .P, Aaron Douglas mural project, Symphony 
in the Flint Hills, Kansas Humanities Council,  
and Nicodemus Historical Society to preserve 
local African American history . 

Donna Rae Pearson



The Coming of the Railroad
The nation’s first railroads began operation in 1825 in New Jersey . In 1830 the Baltimore and 

Ohio Railroad introduced service in Maryland that eventually expanded to Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia . By the time Kansas Territory was opened for settlement in 1854, a number of railroads 
were in operation as far west as Indianapolis .

Notable Events in Kansas History
To commemorate the Kansas 150, Governor Sam Brownback appointed a Blue Ribbon Panel on Kansas History. 
The panel selected 12 notable events in the state’s history. This date was selected because it launched state efforts  
to promote agriculture.

February 11, 1859
Santa Fe Railway chartered by Kansas
Territorial Legislature

The Elwood and Marysville Railroad was the first to offer 
service in Kansas . It completed five miles of track from 
Elwood to Wathena in 1860 and then halted construction . 
The Civil War interrupted most building activity for  
the next four years . Even before the war, the federal  
government had been concerned about connecting the  
vast domain of the West with that of the industrial East  
and agricultural South . Where canals and roads would fail, 
railroads would succeed .

In addition the Santa Fe Railway, the federal land grant 
program benefited other Kansas railroads, including the 
Union Pacific . The program made it possible for railroad 
companies to acquire public lands if they would construct 
rail lines . Additionally, 30-year government loans were 
available to companies to cover the cost of construction . 
The grants and loans helped railroad companies avoid the 
huge expense of land acquisition . Small squares of land 
were owned alternately by the government and the railroad 
along the proposed lines . Both entities benefited from the 
increased value of land as settlers moved into the area . By 
1890 Kansas was second in the nation in railroad mileage .

Railroads brought a number of jobs to the state including 
crews to maintain the track, to staff the trains, and to 

service the depots . Related services emerged including 
restaurants, hotels, grain elevators, and general stores . 
The railroads defined how the state was settled and by 
whom through their ambitious recruitment efforts .

Top, the Santa Fe Railway used 
promotional materials like this one
from the 1870s to encourage  
settlement along the rail lines; 
Cyrus K. Holliday, circa 1859.
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From Our Collections 

In Support of  
“Sister Housekeepers” 

Clarina Nichols came to Kansas Territory with 
the conviction that the new state should 

provide equal rights for women . She believed  
there was a greater chance to create equality in the 
new territory than to change laws in her native 
Vermont . Nichols had been an advocate in New  
England, writing newspaper editorials, lecturing  
at assemblies, and making a name for her  
commitment to the cause . 

She and two sons arrived in Lawrence in October 1854 
and she soon began speaking in support of women’s 
rights . She was pleased that the community “wrought a 
genial welcome for myself and the advocacy of woman's 
cause on the disputed soil of Kansas .” 

Nichols’ husband and their youngest son joined the 
family in Kansas and settled in Douglas County near what 
is Baldwin . Nichols’ husband was not well, and he died 
later that year . She returned to Vermont to settle the 
family estate and continued her correspondence in 
support of women’s rights . The Lawrence Herald of Freedom 
published her letters until the newspaper’s presses were 
destroyed by proslavery supporters in a May 1856 raid .

Nichols helped organize relief for the freestaters in 
Kansas Territory who were struggling in the primitive 
land . She appealed to people in western New York  
and gathered funds, clothing, and provisions to aid 
free-state supporters . She became associate editor of the 
free-state journal, Quindaro Chindowan, in Wyandotte 
County, and continued to push her campaign for equality . 

The territory government was struggling to draft a 
constitution that would establish the new state of Kansas . 

Nichols had missed the first constitutional convention in 
Topeka in 1855, because of her husband’s illness . After 
Congress rejected this constitution, attempts by the 
proslavery legislature in 1857 and free-state supporters in 
1858 were made . The fourth convention was being 
organized in Wyandotte in 1859 and Nichols planned to 
be in attendance . 

Sketch of Clarina Nichols

2   kshs.org

The Responsibilities of Woman, speech given by Clarina Nichols at the 
Woman’s Rights Convention, October 15, 1851.



  

A group of men and women in Linn County formed 
the Moneka Woman’s Rights Association to push for 
equal rights in the new state . kshs .org/10229

 Spring 2012 Reflections   3

Women’s rights advocates in the small Linn County 
community of Moneka hired Nichols to be their  
representative at the Wyandotte convention . Since she 
was not a delegate, she was unable to speak, but she was  
given a seat and allowed to present their petitions to the 
assembly . Nichols attended every session and shared her 
arguments one on one with delegates in support of equal 
political and civil rights for women . Following the initial 
debate, she was invited to address the assembly .

Although the final constitution did not achieve full 
voting rights for women, it did provide for women to vote 
in school district elections, own property, and serve as equal 
guardians of children . Congress approved this constitution 
under which Kansas entered the Union in 1861 .

Nichols vigorous fight for women occasionally put her 
in peril and even jail . She continued to push for full 
women’s suffrage for women in Kansas and was involved 
in the 1869 women’s rights convention in Topeka along 
with Susan B . Anthony . Although their efforts failed in 
that election, it was through continued campaigns that 
Kansas eventually became the eighth state to give women 
full voting rights in 1912 .  
Nichols did not live to see  
this victory, she died in 1885 . 

dISCoVer | Cool ThINgS

Learn more about Clarina 
Nichols in an eight-part 
series published in the 
Kansas Historical Quarterly, 
in 1973 and 1974 . 
kshs .org/13232

Sketch of Clarina Nichols

browSe | KaNSaS memory

Page through the secretary’s book of the Moneka 
Woman’s Rights Association from 1858 to 1860 . 
kansasmemory .org/item/1894

An appeal to the women of the state of New York, between 
1855 and 1857.

Receipt given to Clarina Nichols  
for her speaking fee of $36  
December 5, 1856.

John Wattles was one  
of the men who belonged to 

the association. 

read | KaNSaS hISTorICal QuarTerly
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Leave a Legacy

S a V e  o u r  h I S T o r y  |  S u C C e S S

S a V e  o u r  h I S T o r y  |  N e e d

A gift through your will, trust, or estate plan can make all 
the difference to Kansas children and families in the future 
by connecting them to the unique history of this great 
state . The Kansas Historical Foundation seeks private 
donations to assist the Kansas Historical Society in its 
development and programs . 

All levels of gifts are welcome and do make a difference . 
The Historical Society serves more than five million 
visitors each year to the museum, historic sites, and 
online .

Ideally we are looking for unrestricted funds to meet 
future needs and help provide sustainability; however, 
gifts can be given to support the following priorities:

• Collections   • Education
• Exhibition   • Public Outreach
• Preservation of state-owned historic structures
Consider creating a named endowed fund with a gift of 

$10,000 or more in one of these areas or for unrestricted 
needs . Merle and Ruby Lee Chaney, Marylouise Meder, 
Richard A . Mermis, Jr ., Robert Quinn Rhode, and Edward 

Tihen all created endowed funds through estate planning . 
Visit kshs .org to learn more about how these endowed 
funds make a difference year after year to save our history . 
Please contact Vicky Henley at 785-272-8781, ext, 201; 
vhenley@kshs .org; for more information about creating a 
legacy at the Kansas Historical Society . Thank you for your 
consideration of support .

Ed and Margot Swovelan

Margot R. Swovelan Endowment

Bequest Language

“I, [your name], of [city, state, ZIP], give, devise 
and bequeath to Kansas State Historical Society, 
Inc., a Kansas not-for-profit organization  
(FEIN #48-6102800), located at 6425 SW 6th 
Avenue, Topeka KS [insert: written amount,  
or percentage of the estate, or description of 
property, or residue of estate] for its unrestricted 
use and purpose.”

                                         Margot Swovelan was a longtime 
employee of the Kansas Historical 
Society who worked with the 
newspaper collections . When she 
died in 2011, her brother, Dr . Eric 
J . Rinehart, established an  
endowment in her name . The 
$15,000 endowment will help 

support Swovelan’s passion for newspapers by providing 
access and preservation for the Historical Society’s 
collection . 

“Margot spent her entire career at the Kansas  
Historical Society,” her brother, Eric J . Rinehart said .  

“She was devoted to the early newspaper clipping  
program that has provided a wealth of information to the 
researcher . The delivery method, whether it was clipping, 
Xeroxing, and filing, or perhaps entry into the modern 
digital environment, was not important, it was the 
purpose that was important . So what could be a better 
use for the family’s donation? She found a real home 
with the Historical Society and she and her family will 
always be very grateful for that home .” 

The Historical Society is grateful for the generous gift 
from Margot’s family, her husband, Ed Swovelan, and her 
brother, Eric Rinehart . As a result, future generations will 
benefit from access to these records . 
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Kaw Indian Sites Focus of Spring Meeting

S a V e  o u r  h I S T o r y  |  S p r I N g  m e e T I N g

The 2012 Kansas Historical Foundation Spring Meeting 
will honor the people who gave our state its name . In 
connection with the Kansas Archeology Training Program, 
this year’s activities feature a rare opportunity to learn 
about and observe a Kaw Indian site currently being 
investigated .

The former Fool Chief’s Village (14SH305) dates from 
around 1830 when the Kaws were moved from the 
Manhattan vicinity eastward to be closer to a new agency 
near Leavenworth . The site was located north of the 
Kansas River . Since an upcoming highway safety project 
around the intersection of U .S . 24 and Menoken Road will 
negatively impact the site, the archeology work will focus 
on recovering data . In addition to the archeology tour, 
activities also include a visit to the Charles Curtis House 

Museum . Curtis, of Kaw heritage, served as vice president 
from 1929 to 1933, the only American Indian to hold that 
office . 

The Friday schedule begins with a history of the Fool 
Chief’s site and why it was chosen to investigate, tour to 
watch archeologists at work, lunch, a visit to the  
archeology lab to view items being processed, and the 
Curtis house visit .

We invite you to join us for this special Kansas  
Historical Foundation 2012 Spring Meeting! For  
registration information visit kshs .org/11415, or request 
an application by email or phone at membership@kshs .org 
or 785-272-8681, ext . 209 . Space is limited to the first 50, 
please register early . Registration deadline is May 31, 2012 .

Margot R. Swovelan Endowment
June 15, 2012

Charles Curtis was the 31st vice president of the United States.

Top, students from Washburn University’s anthropology  
department study Fool Chief’s Village site; above, volunteers 
process items in the Historical Society’s archeology lab.
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From Our Collections 

Pedaling to Promote Kansas

Norma and Larry Christie of Wichita wanted to share the beauty and adventure of 
their state with fellow bicyclists . They also wanted communities around Kansas to 

know the joy they experienced in biking . In advance of a national biking event in 1976 
as part of the U .S . Bicentennial, the Christies established a bike ride across Kansas . 

Held in June, the ride would span from the Colorado 
border east to the Missouri state line and highlight the 
roads and byways of Kansas . The Biking Across Kansas 
(BAK) ride would cover 60 to 70 miles per day for a 
total of about 475 miles . That first year’s event drew  
76 participants .

The Christies had lived in Wichita since 1954 and they 
shared a passion for biking and for Kansas, which they 
enjoyed outside their careers . Larry was employed in the 
aircraft industry and Norma in the oil industry . In their 
leisure time, the Christies spent countless hours creating 
route guides to direct participants and to enhance bikers’ 
experiences on the trek . Their research included local 
points of historical interest . They carefully developed 
routes that offered low-volume traffic . 

BAK was designed not as a race, but a leisurely ride 
across the state . The Christies wanted riders to enjoy the  
full range of senses as they followed the route from the 

sounds of birds singing, the smell of wildflowers in bloom, 
and the beauty of the fields of corn, wheat, and soybeans . 
Promotional materials cautioned riders not to assume  
that the state was flat . Numerous hills and elevations  
made for an invigorating experience . The Christies made 
arrangements for meals and lodging . 

Over its 36 year history the ride has traveled through 
many communities in the state . In 1995 one of two routes 
began in Elkhart in southwest Kansas and ended in 
Pittsburg in the southeast . In 2000 one route began in St . 
Francis in the northwest and ended in White Cloud in the 
northeast . 

The event quickly grew to attract people from around 
the nation and beyond . The Christies worked with towns 
to build enthusiasm for biking . Communities came to 
appreciate the chance to host riders in their schools and 
government buildings and to provide snacks and meals . 
With a focus on safety BAK added CPR and first-aid 
training, and even health insurance for bicyclists .

The Kansas Association of Broadcasters (KAB) honored 
the Christies in 1994 with the Governor’s Tourism Award . 
The award cited the trek for its impact on furthering 
appreciation of Kansas tourism . “They have made a 
life-long habit of enjoying the sights, sounds, people and  
places of Kansas,” KAB Chairman Lea Firestone said in 
the presentation of the award . He also shared other 
comments from supporters . “The opportunity to 
become intimately acquainted with Kansas, the sense 
of achievement gained from bicycling 500 miles and  
the enjoyment of many new friends are benefits that  
aren’t easily quantified .”

Left and opposite page, these Biking Across Kansas items 
were among those donated to the Historical Society. 

6   kshs.org
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The Biking Across Kansas collection of slides and 
pamphlets can be viewed in the research room,  
9 a .m . – 4:30 p .m . Tuesday – Saturday . kshs .org/15998

VISIT | STaTe arChIVeS

If you like bicycles, you’ll enjoy the stories featured 
in our Cool Things, from the classic Montgomery 
Ward bicycle, at kshs .org/10175; to the American 
Bicycle Company tandem, at kshs .org/15642 .

Our photographs and posters featuring bicycles and 
riders span from the late 19th century to recent times . 
kansasmemory .org/category/601

browSe |  Cool ThINgS

SearCh | KaNSaS memory

Biking Across Kansas is an eight-day event held annually, 
which continues to this day, attracting hundreds of  
participants . Thorough planning and resources, safety 
precautions, nightly meetings, awards, discussion boards, 
and many other efforts have made BAK a successful and 
popular activity . 

The Christies retired as executive directors of Biking 
Across Kansas in 2001 . Norma died in 2008 . Larry decided 
to donate a collection of objects, slides, and pamphlets 
documenting the organization’s history to the Kansas 
Historical Society in 2011 .

Mr. and Mrs. George Hackney pose with their 
bicycles in Topeka, circa 1900. 
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Satanta

B  orn about 1830 on Kiowa lands, present-day Oklahoma, the  
 son of Chief Red Tipi, Satanta would become a respected  

leader among his people for his abilities as a negotiator . 

Real People. Real Stories.

r e a l  p e o p l e .  r e a l  S T o r I e S .

As a young man Satanta participated in campaigns against 
the Cheyennes and the Utes to protect Kiowa hunting 
grounds . He used both warfare and diplomacy to seek 
safety for the Kiowa and he learned to speak four American 
Indian languages and Spanish . 

In 1864 he and principal chief Dohäsan joined other 
Kiowa, Comanche, and Apache warriors against the U .S . 
Army . Satanta led charges against Colonel Kit Carson’s 
army expeditionary force in the First Battle of Adobe Walls .

Because of his excellent communications skills, he was 
selected to be a negotiator . He participated in negotiations 
for the Treaty of the Little Arkansas River in 1865 and 
helped to diffuse conflicts between the cavalry and Kiowa 
at Fort Zarah .

Satanta was selected to be one of the Kiowa’s  
representatives to the U .S . Indian Peace Commission in 
October 1867 . Through his speeches and negotiations 
Satanta earned the name “orator of the plains .” 

For two days at Medicine Lodge in south central Kansas, 
Satanta spoke to express the concerns of his people and his 
commitment to the treaty .

All the land south of the Arkansas belongs to the 
Kiowas and Comanches, and I don’t want to give away 
any of it. I love the land and the buffalo, and will not 
part with any. I want you to understand also that the 
Kiowas don’t want to fight, and I have not been 
fighting since we made the treaty. I hear a good deal of 
fine talk from these gentlemen, but they never do what 

they say. I don’t want any of their medicine homes built 
in the country; I want the papooses brought up just 
exactly as I am. When I make peace, it is a long and 
lasting one; there is no end to it. . . .

Hearken well to what I say. I have laid aside my 
lance, my bow and my shield, and yet I feel safe in your 
presence. I have told you the truth. I have no little lies 
hid about me, but I don’t know how it is with the 
commissioners; are they as clear as I am? A long time 
ago this land belonged to our fathers, but when I go up 
to the river I see a camp of soldiers, and they are cutting 
my wood down, or killing my buffalo. I don’t like that, 
and when I see it my heart feels like bursting with 
sorrow. I have spoken.

There three treaties were signed: one between the Kiowa 
and Comanche; one with the Plains Apache, Kiowa, and 
Comanche; and one with the Arapaho and Cheyenne .

A city in Haskell County is named for this orator of the 
plains . He died in Huntsville, Alabama, in 1878 . In 1963  
Satanta’s  remains were 
removed to Chief’s Knoll 
in the Fort Sill Cemetery 
and in 2000 his sacred 
sun dance shield and 
bow and arrows were 
returned to Oklahoma .

r e a l  p e o p l e .  r e a l  S T o r I e S .

Satanta – Circa 1830-1878

Your people shall be our people, and 
peace shall be our mutual heritage. 
                                     —Satanta

Peace commission headline,  
1867.

Satanta was named one of the top notable Kansans 
by the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Panel on Kansas History.



Online Collections  

Anna and Franklin Joy of Hays 
burned coal in their sod house 
during the late 19th century, using 
these tools to tend the stove .  The 
set includes a scuttle for storing coal 
lumps next to the stove, a shovel to 
transfer coal into the stove, and a 
poker to arrange the burning 
embers .  kshs .org/17370

Cool Things: Stove from 
Sod House

William Izott Mitchell was a member of the Kansas Society of New York and 
created this humorous map to draw parallels between his native state and 
his adopted city in the 1920s . kansasmemory .org

Kansas Memory: Sketch Map of Kansas

Kansas Memory: Ninth Cavalry Baseball Team

Members of Fort Riley’s Ninth Cavalry 
baseball team pose in their team  
uniforms, which feature a large “9” on 
the left side of the jersey, and the  
abbreviation “CAV” nestled in the  
lower part of the number, 1935 .  
kansasmemory .org 

Check Out Our “Recently Added” Items
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Even today we still rely on head coverings to protect us 
from wind, rain, and sun . Cowboys continue to rely on 
hats made by Stetson . Special times in our lives are 
symbolized by hats such as graduation mortarboards . 
Members of organizations show their alliances with hats 
like the Shrine fez .  

Yesterday’s hats were necessary for a complete 
wardrobe . Men sported bowlers, boaters, and fedoras, 
which varied through the years only slightly from crown 
to brim . Women’s headwear changed greatly with  
bonnets, bucket, cloches, turbans, and pill boxes each 
designed to match fashions, colors, and lifestyles . Hats as 
accessories began to diminish in importance in the 
mid-20th century .  

The Kansas Museum of History celebrates headwear 
from the beautiful to the bizarre in the next special 
exhibit, Head Bling! 

Hats Off
Take a close look at historic photographs from Kansas’ past . People often wore some type  

of head covering . Whether functional, as part of a uniform, ceremonial, or fashionable,  
hats were part of everyday attire in the late 19th to early 20th centuries . Every so often current 
fashion briefly reminds us of the absence of this once integral accessory .

Student nurses from Stormont-Vail Hospital in Topeka, 1960s.

Above, this sombrero was given to Governor John Carlin. Left to right, Sarah Pettigrew McWilliams of Washington made this hat around 
1900; top hat worn by C.F. Menninger; and this feather hat was purchased in Topeka in the 1950s.
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browSe | KaNSaS memory

dISCoVer | Cool ThINgS

Explore a wide range of hats from functional to 
frivolous, from famous to occupational, from fancy 
to bizarre in next special exhibit, Head Bling!, 
April 24 – July 29, 2012 . kshs .org/17308

Our digital archives includes  
photographs of people wearing  
hats . Browse headwear for 
cowboys, children, business  
people, formal wear,  
and special occasions .  
kansasmemory .org/category/1033

Learn about hats in our collections with unique stories . 
like ones worn by President Harry Truman (left),  
Stetsons, Civil War, uniforms, and Halloween costumes . 
kshs .org/10157

Above, beanie worn in Topeka in the 1950s; a 
Panama hat that belonged to Harry S. Truman.

Tassie Johnson in a studio setting, Ingalls, 1890s.
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One of the most frequently viewed images last month on Kansas Memory was this  
1910 photograph of G. P. Thielen and four others seated in a Reo automobile in 
Dorrance, by photographer L. W. Halbe. kansasmemory.org/item/1488

Learn more about car culture 
in Kansas on Kansapedia at  
kshs.org/15133
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C a l e N d a r  o F  e V e N T S

April 24 – July 29 
Head Bling! special exhibit, Kansas Museum of History, Topeka

April 27-29 
Quilt Show • Grinter Place State Historic Site, Kansas City

May 2 – September 30 
Edward S. Curtis Photographs: a Sacred Legacy exhibit • Pawnee 
Indian Museum, Republic

May 2 – November 17 
Ledger Art of the Cheyennes and Kiowas exhibit • Kaw Mission State 
Historic Site, Council Grove

May 5 
Fiber Festival and “Citizens of Our Cemetery” • Shawnee Indian 
Mission State Historic Site, Fairway

May 12 
Historic Sites Board of Review • Kansas Historical Society, Topeka

May 12 
Garden Party • Grinter Place State Historic Site, Kansas City

May 19 
Daily Life of a Civil War Soldier program • Mine Creek Battlefield 
State Historic Site, Pleasanton

June 2-17 
Kansas Archeology Training Program • Shawnee County, Kansas 
Historical Society, Topeka

June 7 – August 2 
Summer Reading Program • Thursdays • Grinter Place State  
Historic Site, Kansas City

June 15 
Kansas Historical Foundation Spring Meeting • Kansas Historical 
Society, Topeka

reflections@kshs.org 
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Kansas Memory
In honor of Flag Day, June 14, we share a photograph of children dressed 
in colonial costumes gathered around a 1776 American flag. Find more 
patriotic images on kansasmemory.org
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