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Marijana Grisnik, pictured with Jennie Chinn near St. John the Baptist Catholic 

Church, grew up in Strawberry Hill, a Croatian American community in Kansas 

City. Discover how she preserves her heritage by storytelling through art with 

Taste of Wyandotte County, September 25-26, 2015. Join us for this two-day bus 

tour of fun, food, and heritage. 
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Taste of  
Wyandotte County
A Kansas adventure awaits! We invite you to join us for a bus tour 

 among friends to discover stories of the state’s smallest but 

most densely populated county. Taste of Wyandotte County, 

September 25-26, 2015, is hosted by the Kansas Historical Society 

and Kansas Historical Foundation. Following last year’s wildly successful 

bus tour, this trip promises to open doors to the sights, sounds, and tastes 

of the Kansas City area. This is a one-of-a-kind experience!

Peruse this issue to whet your appetite, trace the route on the map at 

left, and find registration information in the back of this issue and 

online at kshs.org/18914. Seating is limited! Early bird deadline is 

September 9.   

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County
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It was at this confluence that Meriwether Lewis and William Clark camped 

just five weeks into their two-year expedition. Clark noted that the Kansas 

River was about 230 yards wide at its end; the Missouri was 500 yards wide. 

The Corps of Discovery, commissioned by President Thomas Jefferson, was 

designed to evaluate the new land acquired in the Louisiana Purchase. Kansas 

was part of the 828,000 square miles from which 15 U.S. states were 

eventually created. The corps was to explore the waterways, establish trade 

and U.S. sovereignty with native peoples, and establish a claim to the Pacific 

Northwest. The 33-member crew navigated the waterways with a keelboat, 

large and flat-bottomed, and two pirogues, smaller flat-bottomed canoes, 

averaging about 10 miles per day.

Lewis and Clark 
at Kaw Point

The longest prairie-based river in the world ends along 

the border of Kansas. The Kansas River meets up with 

the Missouri River at Kaw Point, which sets the state’s 

northeast border by cutting out a bite. 

The wood land 

on each side of the 

Mouth of this river 

is extensive and  

of a good quallity 

William Clark

Where TWo rivers MeeT
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Clark wrote in his journal about the great number of Carolina parakeets,  

a colorful bird in the eastern part of the United States, but not known to be 

west of the Mississippi. Clark noted that the river turns east above a point  

of high land, a good location for a fort and in view of the Missouri River.  

“The wood land on each side of the Mouth of this river is extensive and of a 

good quallity…”

At camp they dried gunpowder, repaired the pirogues, dressed deer skins, 

and noted altitude bearings. They had received reports indicating that the 

Kansa Indians were out hunting on the plains and so they built a six-foot high 

fortification with logs and brush. 

On the evening of June 28, as they prepared for departure two men stole 

whisky from the barrel. The theft prompted a court martial; the men were 

found guilty and sentenced to lashings. At day break June 30, 1804, they 

continued northward along the Missouri River. The following day they would 

note “a Butifull extensive Prarie,” two islands in the river, and “the first village 

of the Kanseis [Kansa people].”

Walk in the footsteps of Lewis  

and Clark at Kaw Point, where  

they made land in 1804 near 

the confluence of the Missouri  

and Kansas rivers. Join us for  

Taste of Wyandotte County, 

September 25-26, 2015!  

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

Above, new bridge across the Kaw 
by Alexander Gardner, 1867; left, the 
junction of the Missouri River on the left 
and the Kansas River on the right, with 
downtown Kansas City, Missouri, in the 
background. 
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European and American thirst for land forced many indigenous 

peoples to be pushed out of their homelands. Members of the 

Lenape tribe were forcibly moved to what is now Kansas between 

1829 and 1831. When they first encountered Europeans they lived 

between the Delaware and lower Hudson River valleys in the 

eastern United States. There they had been called grandfather 

because this was the original birthplace of the Algonquians. The 

tribe is often referred to as the Delaware, a name assigned to them 

by early European settlers. 

The Lenapes traditionally lived in large villages with lodges. They followed a 

matrilineal tradition where children belonged to their mother’s clan. They were 

horticulturists who cultivated gardens and grew maize, kidney beans, and squash. 

The women managed the farms and tended to their extended families. Newlywed 

couples would live with the bride’s family, with the support of the mother and 

sisters. The men cleared the gardens, did woodworking, built houses, hunted, 

fished, and traded with other groups.

In Kansas the Lenapes established towns along the Kansas River. Since their 

land was at the crossroads of American commerce, they found work as traders, 

ferry operators, military scouts, and guides. Because this transportation hub was 

in such great demand, the Delaware were forced to move yet again. 

Most of the tribal members agreed to cede their lands in Kansas in 1866 and 

move to Indian Territory, now Oklahoma. Some of those who chose to stay 

became American citizens. More than 18,000 Lenape descendants live in 

Oklahoma, Wisconsin, New 

Jersey, Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, Kansas,  

and Canada.

Grandfathers of the Algonquians
Grinter Place
Windagamen Marshall moved with 

the Lenapes from Missouri to Kansas 

in 1831. Called Annie, she lived on 

the Delaware Reservation where 

women planted gardens and 

harvested vegetation like pokeweed 

greens and morel mushrooms. 

Annie married Moses Grinter, 

who received a government 

appointment to operate a ferry.  

They lived on the reserve until they 

built a two-story brick house on 

Annie’s land that overlooked the 

river and the ferry. Their house is 

now Grinter Place State Historic Site 

where visitors can learn about the 

Grinters and the oldest family 

residence in the county.

Delaware Lenape 

Left, farm on the Delaware reservation, 
by Alexander Gardner, 1867; 
right, Annie Grinter and her son 
Cunningham, circa 1864.
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Like many of America’s first peoples the history of the 

Wyandotte Nation is complex. Before Europeans arrived more 

than a dozen tribes lived in the Upper Great Lakes region. They 

shared cultural and linguistic similarities yet were also distinctly 

different. Over time some tribes united to defeat others. Survivors 

from the Tionontati, Wenrohronon, and Attignawantan came 

together and called themselves Wandat. After years of interaction 

with the French (who called the people Tionontati-Huron) and the 

British, the name of the tribe became Wyandot. With the Treaty of 

1843 the Wyandots were removed west of the Mississippi to what 

we now call Kansas.

The Wyandots were able to find a strip of 

land from their allies, the Shawnees. With 

that agreement in place they ceded their lands 

in Ohio and Michigan and began a treacherous 

journey to Kansas in 1843. As they were 

camped along the Missouri River, many 

Wyandots became ill; between 60 and 100 died. 

The survivors carried the bodies of the dead 

across the river to a high ridge overlooking the 

Kansas and Missouri rivers, establishing a sacred 

burial ground. Still in need of land, the Wyandots 

obtained 39 sections from the Delawares.

The Wyandots’ land, which overlooked the 

rivers, proved to be in much demand. The Treaty 

of 1855 opened the land to Americans, terminated 

the Wyandots’ tribal status, and made them 

citizens. With no tribal affiliation, the ownership of 

the cemetery land was put into question, 

threatening the status of the burials. Following the 

Civil War the tribe was reinstated under the name 

Wyandotte.

Through an agreement in 1998 their cemetery in downtown Kansas City, 

Kansas, was designated sacred Indian burial ground, protecting its use.

Wyandottes
Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

Join us for Taste of Wyandotte 

County, September 25-26, 2015, 

and visit the Huron Indian 

Cemetery, the sacred burial 

ground where hundreds of the 

Wyandot were buried. Hear the 

story of the long battle to preserve 

the cemetery from development.

Plat of Wyandot City,  
Kansas Territory, 1857.
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Preserving Traditions Through Art: 

The meat-packing industry of Kansas City attracted new 
immigrants to Kansas. By the late 1880s a number of 

South Slavic people had settled near the packing houses to be 
close to work. The area was known as the Bottoms and the 
South Slavic neighborhood was called the Patch. The work in 
the meat-packing plants was difficult and the pay meager. 
Although immigrants faced cultural challenges in the new 
world, stability came from the family and the church. Soon 
the immigrants began to recreate the cultural life of the old 
country. Shops and taverns emerged and mutual aid societies 
were created. 

The differences among the nationalities of the immigrants were perhaps 

most evident in their religious life. The Catholics were organized around 

parishes, where their members resided. In the beginning Croatian immigrants 

attended churches in the area that were founded by earlier Irish and German 

Strawberry Hill
Snow Covers Strawberry Hill



Marijana Grisnik

Strawberry Hill is the beloved community of Marijana Grisnik (pronounced 

mar-ee-YAH-na.) All four of her grandparents immigrated to Kansas City 

from Croatia in the 1880s. Her parents met and married on Strawberry Hill. 

Marijana grew up in a close-knit family on Strawberry Hill. All of her needs 

were contained on the Hill: family, church, school, and stores. Many of the 

neighbors had a hand in raising her and as a child she spent countless hours 

listening to the stories of her community. It was from her father that  

Marijana first learned to draw and she continued to develop her interest  

in art by sketching the houses on the Hill.

After her marriage to Ed Grisnik and the birth of their three  

children, Marijana reconnected with her artwork. With no formal 

art training, Grisnik created an important historical narrative of 

her community and became known around the world for her  

work. Marijana has created more than 250 works of the Hill;  

she continues to paint every day.

Reflections • 7

immigrants. Soon they began planning for their own 

parish, one that served them spiritually but also 

culturally. St. John the Baptist Catholic Church was 

built on the hill directly west of the Bottoms, in the 

area known as Strawberry Hill. As new immigrants 

came to work in the packing houses, more established 

immigrants, who were now in a better position to do 

so, began moving to better housing on the Hill. This 

natural progression was accelerated by a disastrous 

flood in the Patch in 1903.

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church responded to 

the needs of the Croatian community. The 

immigrants wanted to send their children to 

parochial school and in 1907 the parish opened the 

first Croatian Catholic school in the United States. The school was staffed with 

sisters from Croatia, ensuring the children’s cultural education. Strawberry Hill 

was not immune to larger influences such as the influenza epidemic in 1918 

and 1919. The parish was devastated when many young adults died leaving 

orphaned children. The church raised the money to build an orphanage and 

day nursery. After World War I youth clubs became the rage and in 1925 the 

church founded St John’s Catholic Club to serve the recreational needs of its 

youth. The club eventually became a vehicle for passing the traditions of this 

strong ethnic community on to the next generation.

Above, Jaska and Yarmet Grocery; 
below, Marijana and Ed Grisnik.
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Dine on delicious dishes of 

Strawberry Hill, including kielbasa 

[sausage] and sarma [cabbage rolls]. 

Enjoy traditional music, hear 

Marijana’s story, see her vibrant 

work, and view the community 

today during Taste of Wyandotte 

County, September 25-26, 2015. 

You won’t want to miss this 

multisensory experience!

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

Traditional Foods of 
Strawberry Hill

Marijana’s paintings of Strawberry Hill remind us of the importance 

of food traditions in our daily lives. Her paintings reflect the 

presence of the smokehouses that dotted the alleys on the Hill, the 

ever-present chickens, and the elaborate process of making povitica. 

When immigrants come to the United States they bring with them many 

traditions, but the strongest evidence of ethnicity is often found in a 

community’s foodways. These traditional dishes have been popular for 

generations on Strawberry Hill.

Kielbasa (pronounced keel-BAH-suh) is sausage that comes in 

varieties, smoked or fresh, pork, beef, turkey, lamb, chicken, and veal. It 

is served hot or cold.   

Sarma is cabbage rolls filled with minced meat, rice, dried smoked 

beef. It is traditionally served on New Year’s Eve and for weddings. 

Povitica (pronounced po-vih-TEET-suh) is 

a nut roll made with sweet yeast bread. 

Rolled thin, the dough is filled with a  

paste of nuts and honey, and brushed 

with an egg wash before baking. 

It is traditionally served at Christmas.

Making Povitica
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Kansas City South Slavic Music: 
Accordions and Tamburitza 

Marijana met her husband Ed Grisnik through her  

brother Bob when she was still in high school. Ed 

played the accordion in her brother’s polka band. The  

traditional sounds of South Slavic music were important to  

their generation. Unlike other American cities where South  

Slavic immigrants settled, Kansas City musicians co-mingled  

Slovenian and Croatian music. Most of the residents of  

Strawberry Hill and the surrounding ethnic neighborhoods 

loved to dance the polka and waltzes that characterized the 

Slovenian traditions. This music most often featured the 

accordion. At the same time the tamburitza (tahm-buh-REET-suh), 

the Croation national folk instrument, was also used by local musicians, 

in particular St. John’s Tamburitzans. This uniquely Kansas City musical 

tradition has been passed on to the next generation. 

Musical Heritage

Ed Grisnik’s band plays traditional  
polka music.
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QuIndaRo
When the Wyandotte people were forcibly moved to Kansas in 1843, Abelard 

Guthrie, the registrar of a U.S. land office in Ohio, followed the tribe. Guthrie 

married Nancy Quindaro Brown, a Wyandotte, in Kansaas and was adopted 

into the tribe. He became vice president of the Quindaro Township Company 

and was its principal promoter. The town’s founders and first residents included 

other Wyandottes and abolitionists.

Quindaro’s proximity to the Missouri River made it an ideal location for 

helping slaves move to freedom. This was more by design than by chance. 

Women’s rights advocate Clarina Nichols was one of many residents who took 

advantage of the opportunity to shelter escaping slaves. Nichols was associate 

editor for the abolitionist newspaper, the Quindaro Chindowan. Nichols later 

recounted hiding a slave in her home in Quindaro in the Wyandotte Gazette.

My cistern—every brick of it rebuilt in the chimney of my late 

Wyandotte home—played its part in the drama of freedom. 

One beautiful evening late in October ‘61, as twilight was 

fading from the bluff, a hurried message came to me from our 

neighbor—Fielding Johnson—‘You must hide Caroline. Fourteen 

slave hunters are camped on the Park —her master among 

them.’ ... Into this cistern Caroline was lowered with comforters, 

pillow and chair. A washtub over the trap with the usual 

appliances of a washroom standing around, completing 

the hiding.

The population of Quindaro reached 600 at the height of prosperity. But the 

boomtown quickly went bust, thanks to a nationwide economic depression and 

the failure of a campaign to attract a railline to town. Many of the young men 

in the community left to join the Union army in the Civil War. A few families 

stayed in the area to continue farming, but the original town site was largely 

abandoned.

After the war several freed African American slaves moved to Quindaro and 

other Kansas River towns. Freedman’s University (later chartered as Western 

University) was established and its buildings were erected on a bluff west of  

old Quindaro.

Located on the south 
bank of the Missouri 

River in what is now 
Kansas City, Kansas, 
Quindaro was founded 
following the Kansas-
Nebraska Act in 1854 as a 
free-state port of entry into 
Kansas Territory. The land 
was part of an area the 
Wyandotte had purchased 
from the Delaware.

f o u n d e d  i n  f R e e d o m
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QuIndaRo QuIlt

In the 1980s a proposal to build a landfill in the area of old Quindaro caught 

the public’s attention leading to community outrage and legal challenges. 

Under the Kansas Antiquities Commission Act, administered by the Kansas 

Historical Society, an archeological investigation was conducted. Over a two-

year period, a cistern, three wells, and the foundations of 22 residential and 

commercial buildings were discovered. Public outcry over the landfill was 

intense. NedRa Bonds, who had grown up in the township of Quindaro, stood 

strong against the proposal that would destroy the remains of this important 

piece of free-state history. She was motivated to express 

her feelings at public meetings, but she also 

expressed her concerns by returning to her  

family’s tradition of quiltmaking.  Bonds said her,  

“images, patterns and color capture ideas that are  

hard to express in words.” Her Quindaro quilt  

became a strong symbol for the fight to prevent  

the landfill. So much so, that when Governor  

Joan Finney signed legislation to prevent  

landfills on navigable waterways in Kansas,  

she did so in front of NedRa’s Quindaro quilt.

 b y  n e d R a  b o n d s

“ Images, patterns and  

color capture ideas 

that are hard to 

express in words.”
                            NedRa Bonds
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stoRytellInG thRouGh QuIlts

Bonds’ interest in the manipulation of fabric grew as she took on the roles of 

educator and social activist. She began to use the traditional art form of quilt 

making in unconventional, visual ways. Her quilts incorporate a variety of 

textures and colors and can contain three-dimensional elements. When  

she works she often listens to jazz, an art form that is characterized by 

improvisation. Sometimes Bonds imagines where she wants to go with  

her next project; other times she improvises as she works with her  

fabric collection.

She began to understand her power as an artist when 

people to reacted to her work. Ultimately, Bonds uses 

fabric as a storyteller uses words with her quilts 

interpreting the world around her. “People need to tell 

their stories for healing as well as for information and to 

document history,” Bond said. “Quilting is a way to do 

that in a noncontroversial way. There’s something about 

the stories being on fabric that makes them more inviting  

to people.”

As an artist, Bonds has shown her work throughout the 

United States and internationally. Believing “everybody needs to be 

exposed to creative principles in order to feel good,” she teaches 

others to tell their stories through art. Her Quilts of Heroes project, 

pictured at right, involved fifth grade students in Wyandotte County. 

She taught them about the heroes of the past and the students created  

portraits, which Bonds incorporated into quilts. She also works with adults, 

some who have never picked up a needle and thread, encouraging them to  

use their creativity to express their stories. On Tuesday mornings Bonds can 

often be found at the Eisenhower Recreation Center enjoying the creativity  

of other quiltmakers in her community.

Today NedRa Bonds of Kansas City, Kansas, would be called a mixed fiber artist 

but when she began making quilts as a child she was simply following in the 

footsteps of her mother and grandmothers. Her grandmother said, “This is what 

we do, this is who we are.” Like most children growing up in the 1950s and1960s 

she was too busy with other activities to devote much time to quilts. When 

Bonds became a mother, she found herself drawn back to the traditional art.

“ People need to tell their 

stories for healing as well 

as for information and to 

document history.”

                                     NedRa Bonds



The local community 

proposed a lake and park 

that could solve some 

employment needs and 

help conserve water during 

droughts. Local banker 

Willard Breidenthal 

supported the project and 

was instrumental in its 

launch and completion.

Workers from Wyandotte County were given priority over those outside the 

county and in 1935 they hired 500 men to begin work. By hand, they dredged 

Marshall Creek; built the dam, roadways, and buildings; milled the lumber; 

carved the shingles; and quarried the stone nearby. 

Disaster occurred in 1937 when the nearly completed dam collapsed. Work 

was delayed as engineers analyzed the failure, workers went on strike, and a 

crane operator was killed. The WPA ended its involvement in 1942, about a year 

before the lake was completed. Finally the lake filled with water and was stocked 

in 1944. 

Many of the park features were built in a rustic style often called 

“parkitecture” designed to blend into the setting. Made of natural materials,  

38 of these original buildings, cabins, shelters, bridges, and culverts survive.  

The county added new facilities in the 1950s and 1960s to match the original 

structures. The Wyandotte County Unified Government continues to maintain 

the park, which is a popular place for meetings, fishing, boating, camping,  

and picnics.

The Great Depression caused desperation for people across the nation, 
including Wyandotte County, in the early 1930s. They needed jobs 

and the Works Progress Administration (WPA), part of the federal New 
Deal, was created to help ease some of the pain. The WPA put people to 
work building municipal, county, state, and national parks throughout 
the United States. 

Wyandotte County Lake

Reflections • 13

Works Progress 
Administration

Swimming pools, libraries, 

courthouses, bridges, and other 

public buildings are visible 

examples of the Works Progress 

Administration story in Kansas (later 

the Work Projects Administration). 

The WPA helped in ways not as 

visible, promoting education, 

preserving and sharing culture.  

In Kansas WPA cultural and 

educational programs included 

classes on literacy, vocational 

training, housekeeping, citizenship, 

and parenting. These classes helped 

Kansans learn new skills to better 

their lives and their employment 

prospects. At its peak the WPA 

employed more than 50,000 

Kansans. The Kansas Historical 

Society’s collections include many 

photographs, records, and surveys 

of Kansas projects from the Works 

Progress Administration.



Lake of the forestLake of the forest
Kansas City residents who wanted to get out of the summer heat in 1910 
found the perfect retreat at Lake of the Forest. This planned lake front 
community began as a recreational club. The 810-acre wooded area became 
so popular that by the 1920s residents lived there year round.

        he property’s story began much earlier when the Delaware gave up the land under the 

        Treaty of 1866. Twenty-two years later a dam was built on the property to create a 40-acre 

lake to harvest ice for Swift & Company. The Union Pacific shipped 100 car loads per day from 

the lake during the wintry season until around 1909.

J. D. Waters, a prominent Kansas City businessman, founded the Lake of the Forest Club in 

1910. Part of a national movement, families would typically live on site during summer 

months while the businessmen would join them on weekends. Many of the original houses 

were “tent homes” eventually replaced with wood frame structures. Tennis, golf, and water 

activities were available on the property. A boat house, with boats for rent, and refreshment 

stand, which sold ice cream and cold drinks, were located on the west shore. 

A new clubhouse was built in 1917 in the Shingle and Craftsman styles. It was made to be 

rugged, durable, practical, and blend into the environment. A nine-hole pasture golf course, 

developed in the 1920s, features sand greens. 

The lake continues to serves as a common area for residents and provides recreational 

opportunities. Lake of the Forest’s 10 non-residential properties were nominated to the 

National Register of Historic Places in 1996. An additional six contributing stone staircases and 

the golf course were later added to the nomination.

tt
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Formed in August 1917 with National Guard troops from 26 states and the 

District of Columbia, the communities of Rosedale and the Kansas City metro 

area contributed 375 to the division. The unit participated in six major 

campaigns in France and suffered more than 50 percent casualties.  

When the war ended Rosedale honored the returning veterans with a 

welcome home celebration. Then in 1921 the Kansas Legislature passed an 

authorization for municipalities to allocate funds for permanent memorials.

They turned to local architect John Leroy Marshall for the design. Marshall 

was an architectural student at the University of Kansas when he enlisted in 

the Great War. There he was inspired by French architecture, filling sketch 

pads with his drawings.  It is believed that he patterned his design after the 

Arc de Triomphe in Paris, which honors the veterans of the French 

Revolution. Marshall hoped his arch would serve as a gateway to a recreational 

park and athletic field.

General Henri Gouraud, former commander of the Fourth French Army, 

was a special guest at the ground-breaking ceremony in 1923. The nearly 35 

foot high arch was made with brick and limestone. The faces of the pillars 

were left blank to inscribe the names of veterans. Those pillars remain blank 

today. Dedicated in 1924, the arch commemorates the Rosedale citizens who 

“served under arms for the triumph of right over might in the Word War.” It 

was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1974. In 1993 a small 

marker was added to honor those who died in succeeding wars.

Rosedale Arch
Residents of Rosedale 

were grateful for the 
sacrifice made by their 
soldiers in World War I. 
they wanted a grand way  
to express that gratitude 
and selected a point on 
a hill with a beautiful  
view of downtown  
Kansas City, Missouri.  
The Rosedale World War I 
Memorial Arch on Mount 
Marty honors local 
veterans, many of whom 
served in the 42nd  
U.S. Infantry Division. 
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Formed in August 1917 with National Guard troops from 26 states and the 

District of Columbia, the communities of Rosedale and the Kansas City metro 

area contributed 375 to the division. The unit participated in six major 

campaigns in France and suffered more than 50 percent casualties.  

When the war ended Rosedale honored the returning veterans with a 

welcome home celebration. Then in 1921 the Kansas Legislature passed an 

authorization for municipalities to allocate funds for permanent memorials.

They turned to local architect John Leroy Marshall for the design. Marshall 

was an architectural student at the University of Kansas when he enlisted in 

the Great War. There he was inspired by French architecture, filling sketch 

pads with his drawings.  It is believed that he patterned his design after the 

Arc de Triomphe in Paris, which honors the veterans of the French 

Revolution. Marshall hoped his arch would serve as a gateway to a recreational 

park and athletic field.

General Henri Gouraud, former commander of the Fourth French Army, 

was a special guest at the ground-breaking ceremony in 1923. The nearly  

35-foot-high arch was made with brick and limestone. The faces of the pillars 

were left blank to inscribe the names of veterans. Those pillars remain blank 

today. Dedicated in 1924, the arch commemorates the Rosedale citizens who 

“served under arms for the triumph of right over might in the Word War.” It 

was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1974. In 1993 a small 

marker was added to honor those who died in succeeding wars.

Rosedale Arch
Residents of Rosedale 

were grateful for the 
sacrifice made by their 
soldiers in World War I. 
They wanted a grand way  
to express that gratitude 
and selected a point on 
a hill with a beautiful  
view of downtown  
Kansas City, Missouri.  
The Rosedale World War I 
Memorial Arch on Mount 
Marty honors local 
veterans, many of whom 
served in the 42nd  
U.S. Infantry Division. 
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The community of Argentine was an independent city when the 

railroads began recruiting laborers from the rural areas of Mexico in 

1909. After Congress limited immigration from Europe following  

World War I, railroads recruited even more vigorously in Mexico. The 

Hispanic population continued to grow in the Kansas City area and by 

the end of the 1920s more than 90 percent of the local railroad workers 

were from Mexico.

The new immigrants initially lived in boxcar campos or camps near 

the freight yards, and boxcars were added for church services. A mission 

V isitors who take a walk along Metropolitan Avenue 

in the Argentine neighborhood of Kansas City can 

discover the proud history of this unique community. 

One of the largest murals in the area, Anthology of 

Argentine depicts the earliest native inhabitants to recent 

civic developments. Created by a team of artists under the 

direction of Jesus Ortiz, the artists asked the community 

to participate in selecting the histories to include. Many 

of those stories focus on the area’s Hispanic history.

A WALK 

THROUGH 

HISTORY  

Anthology  
 of Argentine
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opened in a nearby commercial building to assist with social services, health 

care, kindergarten, and night school. 

An economic recession in 1922 resulted in thousands of workers being 

furloughed in the industrial district. Deportation efforts were organized to 

return about 100,000 unemployed people back to Mexico.

Clara Barton Elementary School opened in Argentine in 1924 specifically 

for Hispanic children. Hispanic students had no option for high school until 

four Mexican American students tested that policy at Argentine High School 

in 1925. The following year they were admitted, opening the door for other 

students. 

The church was an important community center; many families attended 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, which opened in 1925. In addition to religious 

services, churches hosted family gatherings, weddings, funerals, and fiestas. 

Since Hispanics were often excluded from existing programs, they established 

businesses, organizations, and facilities. The Argentine Parish House offered 

club meetings, dances, and athletic contests like boxing and basketball. The 

Pan-American Club developed an active boxing program for youth. Hispanic 

veterans returning from World War II established American Legion Post 213. 

The 1951 flood destroyed much of the Argentine community. Survivors of 

the flood kept their history alive by holding annual reunions and passing 

along their stories. The community survived and residents today take pride in 

the expansive mural that recounts their history.

NATIONAL  
AND 

STATE REGISTERS

The Argentine neighborhood 

reflects a strong tradition of 

Mexican American history. One of 

the Kansas Historical Society’s 

Historic Preservation Fund grants 

supported the Hispanic American 

Historic Places Survey of Kansas 

City, Kansas, to help identify and 

preserve remaining resources. 

This 2011 survey can be read at  

kshs.org/14672.

Anthology of Argentine mural
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Fairfax, opened in 1925 as Sweeney Airport, was located along a bend in the 

Missouri River. Renamed in 1928, it was expanded to include an administrative 

building, four asphalt runways, a tower building, and several large hangars. The 

U.S. Navy began training pilots at the field in 1939. Fairfax Industrial District 

provided the space and security necessary for the defense contract.  

In December 1941 the plant opened and built a new twin-engine  

bomber, the B-25. Manufactured by North American Aviation Company  

and Fisher Body, a division of General Motors, the first model was completed 

December 23, 1941, and christened “Miss Greater Kansas City.” Soon the 

midsize twin-tail bomber became famous for its role in a dangerous mission led 

by Lieutenant Colonel James H. Doolittle. Members of the unit proved that the 

With growing tensions in Europe and the Pacific in the 1930s, the United States 

increased its military preparedness. New technology was required and the military 

wanted a place where it could build bombers at the center of the nation. Fairfax in Kansas 

City was selected for a government-owned, contractor-operated assembly plant. 

Supporting the CauSe: 

Fairfax Industrial District

The first B-25  

was completed 

December 23, 1941, 

and christened  

“Miss Greater  

Kansas City.”
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The influx of workers at the Fairfax plant caused a 

housing shortage in Kansas City. The community 

turned to the Federal Housing Administration for low 

interest financing. Fairfax Hills, created by private 

businesses, was a multi-family dwelling project near the 

industrial district. Local architects Hare and Hare provided 

the landscaping plan that preserved the hilly topography 

and created open areas with parks, roads, and walkways. 

The 350 one- and two-bedroom apartments were designed 

by Wichita architect George Metz, with local engineer by 

W. L. Cassell.

Fairfax Hills Historic District still provides convenient 

housing for workers. The 48 apartment buildings reflect 

four different designs, including Modern Movement and 

Colonial Revival styles, with common materials and 

styling. The district was nominated to the National 

Register of Historic Places in 2007.

B-25 could take off from an aircraft carrier in the Pacific. All 16 bombers were 

lost in the raid, but the daring effort raised American morale.

The B-25 gained respect and a nickname, “Mitchell,” for the aviation 

proponent General William Mitchell. Production moved slowly at first  

and the plant added an area to make modifications to existing models. A 

detachment of Women Airforce Service Pilots (WASPs) was organized at Fairfax 

in 1944 to assist with the delivery of the bombers and women were trained in 

sheet metal work, blueprint reading, and shop math. Between 1941 and 1945 

Fairfax employed 59,337 men and women, and manufactured 6,609 B-25s, 

67 percent of those produced. 

General Motors (GM) converted the Fairfax plant to a Buick-Oldsmobile-

Pontiac assembly line in 1947. GM purchased the land in 1985 and razed  

the existing structures to build a new plant, which began production with the 

1988 model year. Employing 3,900 workers, the plant now builds a new car 

every 58 seconds.

INCENTIVES FOR 
REHABILITATING  

HISTORIC PROPERTIES

The Kansas Historical Society 

offers incentives in the form of 

grants and tax credits to help 

owners of historic properties with 

the cost of rehabilitation. The 

Fairfax Hills Historic District 

earned tax credits to complete 

work that maintained the 

historical integrity of the 

property. More information on 

preservation incentives can be 

found at kshs.org/15605.

Multi-famiily dwellings at Fairfax Hills Historic District.

FairFax hillS hiStoriC DiStriCt
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This barbeque tradition began with Henry Perry who offered slow-cooked 

ribs across the river in Missouri in 1908. A restaurateur from near Memphis 

(another American barbeque hub), Perry learned his culinary skills on 

steamboats. Located near 18th and Vine, he built his reputation amidst the 

sounds of Kansas City jazz in the 1920s and ‘30s. 

           Perry hired Charlie Bryant who in 1940 took over the restaurant.  

            Bryant’s brother Arthur bought the business and changed the sauce 

recipe, adding molasses. The business continues today as Arthur 

Bryant’s Barbeque with a legendary reputation and locations in both 

Missouri and Kansas.

Arthur Pinkard had been a cook for Perry and in 1946 he joined with 

George Gates to open Gates Bar-B-Q. Today there are four restaurants in 

Missouri and two in Kansas, plus Gates sauce is sold throughout the country.

It is estimated that there are more than 100 barbeque restaurants  

  in the metro area. Currently at the top of many lists is Joe’s Kansas City  

  Bar-B-Q (formerly Oklahoma Joes), which started in a Wyandotte County  

  gas station. No matter your taste, you will find some of the best barbeque  

in the world in Kansas City.

Drive through Kansas City and your senses will be piqued 
by the aroma of slow smoked meat. The metro has 

gained a reputation for great barbeque. Other well-known 
barbeque regions specialize in specific types of meat, while 
Kansas City is known for meat variety, smoked with different 
types of woods. For many devotees the intense flavor of 
burnt ends hits the spot. These flavorful charred ends of pork 
or beef have been removed from the brisket and often sell 
out quickly. Kansas City barbeque is also defined by its use of 
tomato-based sauces, both spicy and sweet. 

Kansas City
Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

Rosedale Bar·B·Q

Anthony and Alda Rieke and her 

brother Anthony Sieleman opened 

a hot dog and beer stand called 

the Bucket Shop in the Rosedale 

community. They quickly 

discovered that their customers 

preferred barbeque and in 1935 

they opened a second stand 100 

feet from the first and began 

serving barbeque—brisket, ham, 

pork, turkey, ribs, and chicken. 

The family continues to operate 

Rosedale Bar·B·Q at the original 

location; the city’s oldest barbeque 

restaurant continuously owned 

and operated by the same family.

Join us for a taste of this 

delicious barbeque at Taste of 

Wyandotte County, September 

25-26, 2015. 
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W
yandotte County inherited the rich cultural food legacy 
of Mexico in the early 20th century. Mexican 

Americans introduced their food traditions when they came 
to the area; foods that reflect an exciting blending of history 
and heritage.

Corn, beans, and chiles were staple ingredients in many parts of Mexico in 

colonial times. Spaniards introduced new ingredients like wheat and rice that 

were integrated into the diet. Cooks in regions of the New World were 

introduced to French, Italian, and the Middle Eastern foods with ingredients 

like potatoes, beets, chards, spinach, and carrots that they added to dishes 

with squash, chayote, pumpkin, and tomato. 

When people from different regions of Mexico moved to Wyandotte 

County, they brought these unique tastes. Recipes were modified, shared, and 

adapted to take advantage of local ingredients. Over generations this cultural 

food legacy has now become a part of Kansas City’s culinary traditions. Today 

their history is told through the delicious dishes, spices, and sauces that 

combine the Old World and the New World.   

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

El Pollo Rey
Located in the Armourdale neighborhood, this restaurant 

is so popular that customers form long lines for a taste of 

delicious chicken. Smoke pours out of their wood-burning 

grill, tempting people from miles away. This delectable 

chicken is served with a stack of tortillas and three sides: 

salsa, beans, and rice. El Pollo Rey is located on Kansas 

Avenue.

Osuna Bakery
Pan dulce, or sweet bread, is an inexpensive treat 

consumed almost daily in Mexico. The introduction of 

wheat from the Old World inspired baked goods in the 

New World. This resulted in different types of pan dulces 

such as besos (kisses), conchas (shells), and cuernos 

(horns). Sweet breads can be found at many Mexican 

bakeries in Kansas today. Pasteleria Osuna is located on 

Central Avenue.

Original Juan
Festive colors and tantalizing aromas fill the Original Juan 

factory and outlet in Rosedale. Visitors can purchase 

specialty sauces, salsas, snacks, and dips. They can taste 

one of the company’s 150 products that are produced 

under 13 different brands and more than 100 companies 

throughout the world. Original Juan is located on 

Southwest Boulevard.

Mexican
Foodways

You won’t want to miss this  
chance to savor these foods  
with Taste of Wyandotte County!
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The tour will require minimal to moderate walking with alternatives for 

those who have difficulties with stairs. Program fees will cover your local 

transportation (by bus), all food, admission fees, tour guides, and 

performances. Lodging is not included. If you make reservations at the 

Comfort Suites, 3000 N. 103rd Terrace, Kansas City KS 66109; 913-299-4466; 

request the Kansas Historical Society rate of $95. Rooms are limited and 

special pricing is available only through September 11, 2015. Comfort Suites is 

conveniently located one exit away from the Legends Outlets shopping and 

entertainment area.

Register now and save your seat on the bus!

Friday, September 25

   • Meet at Comfort Suites, 3000 N. 103rd Terrace, Kansas City, 10 a.m.

   •  Discover the beauty of Wyandotte County Lake, a construction project of 

the Works Progress Administration

   •  Experience the Old World charm of Strawberry Hill with a special exhibit 

just for us by well-known Croatian American artist Marijana and a walking 

tour of the neighborhood that inspired her work

   • Enjoy lunch with Croatian cuisine and music

   • Walk in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark at Kaw Point

   •  View sites associated with the B-25 Mitchell bomber, which was 

manufactured during World War II in Kansas City, Kansas

   • Visit the original site of the abolitionist town Quindaro 

   •  Tour Grinter Place State Historic Site and meet accomplished quilt artist 

NedRa Bonds who will share her story quilts while we dine on a traditional 

Mexican meal of chicken, rice, and beans from El Pollo Rey

Saturday, September 26

   • Meet at Comfort Suites, 8:30 a.m.

   •  “Knuckle down” at Moon Marble and observe the glass blowing 

techniques used to create marbles

   •  Enter the gated community of Lake of the Forest, and tour the Craftsman 

style clubhouse

   •  Take a walk through the early burial grounds of the people who honor the 

county with their name

   •  Eat barbeque with fixin’s at Rosedale Bar-B-Q, in business more than  

80 years

   • Shop for sauces, salsas, snacks, and dips at Original Juan 

   • Enjoy the view from the Rosedale World War I Memorial Arch

   •  Admire the colorful Anthology of Argentine, a 220-yard-long mural depicting 

the history of the Argentine area

   • Return to Comfort Suites, 3 p.m.

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County

You are invited to join the  
Kansas Historical Society  

on a Kansas road trip
September 25-26, 2015.

These are just a few of the rave 

reviews we received for last year’s 

road trip to Crawford County. 

This year we will explore the 

character and uniqueness of 

Wyandotte County, including 

Kansas City, Kansas. We hope 

your interest has been piqued 

through the fascinating stories 

included in this issue of 

Reflections. 

Great experience. 
Great food and people.

Points of interest were well 
chosen. Information was 
enlightening, and meals 

were great.

This was one of the best 
trips I’ve taken.
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We are pleased that you have decided to travel with us. There are three 

easy ways to register for Taste of Wyandotte County. Registration closes 

September 23, seats are limited. 

     1.  You may register online at kshs.org/18914. This is an informational page 

with links to help you sign up and pay for the road trip online. If you are 

not already a member it will also provide a link to become a member to 

reduce your fee.

     2.  Copy or detach the registration form below. You may also print the  

form from kshs.org/18914, or request a registration form be mailed  

to you by calling 785- 272-8681, ext. 263. Complete the form and  

mail to Membership Services, Kansas Historical Foundation,  

6425 SW 6th Avenue, Topeka KS 66615-1099.

     3.  If you would like direct assistance in registering give us a call and we  

will register you by phone. We can also help you become a member. Call 

Lisa Hecker at 785-272-8681, ext. 263. 

Name ________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________ Zip _____________________

Phone __________________________Email ________________________________

Please print guests(s)’ first and last names to appear on nametags.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Members:

Early bird price through September 9, 2015 

$145 x  # ____________ participants = $ ___________________________

From September 10 – 23, 2015  

$160 x  # ____________ participants = $ ___________________________

Nonmembers:

$200 x  # ____________ participants = $ ___________________________

Make checks payable to the Kansas Historical Foundation

Or select:  Visa       Mastercard     Discover

Credit card number _______________________Expiration date _____________

Signature _____________________________________________________________

Taste of Wyandotte County Registration Information

We reserve the right to change or 

cancel scheduled events based on 

participation or dangerous 

conditions. 

We request prior notification to 

accommodate an individual’s 

special need. Please indicate any 

special accommodations required.

Refund policy: The paid amount 

minus $10 handling fee will be 

refunded for cancellations 

requested before 5 p.m. September 

9, 2015.  No refunds will be 

granted after September 9, 2015.

Wyandotte County

Wyandotte County
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Member Highlight

Above, Morrow enjoys a cinnamon 
roll from Frontenac Bakery while 
shopping at Pallucca’s Meat and Deli in 
Frontenac; Morrow in the shovel of Big 
Brutus, on display in West Mineral.

Family tradition says that the Shirley men were along the river cutting timber 

with a young family member (Morrow’s second-great uncle). The boy was in the 

woods playing with his dog along the river when the men heard Quantrill’s 

raiders coming up the river bank. Just about that time the boy blew his tin 

whistle and one of the raiders said to the other, “Come on, let’s get out of here, 

that’s Jim Lane and his men.”

Since Morrow joined the Kansas Historical Foundation, she has taken 

advantage of the many member benefits and discounts. “The membership 

allows me to visit all the sites and the Museum for free,” Morrow said. “I love to 

go see the special exhibits. I use the archives to research my family and other 

stories about Kansas that I find interesting. I love hearing other stories of how 

things came to be in this state 

from the magazines I receive as 

a member.” 

Last year Morrow used her 

membership to participate in 

the bus tour, Taste of Southeast 

Kansas. “Although I have lived 

in Kansas almost my entire life, 

the road trip allowed me to be 

introduced to other people and 

cultures that also settled and 

have history in Kansas,” she 

said. “It allowed me to hang out 

for two days with others who 

enjoy Kansas history and best of 

all—the food is fantastic!”

Join Morrow and other 

members in this year’s road 

trip, Taste of Wyandotte 

County. You’ll have a great 

time and meet some 

incredible people!

Shirley Morrow’s interest in history stems from her  

need to understand the Kansas character. She finds 

particularly fascinating the story of struggles that led to 

statehood. Her deep roots place her family in the midst of 

Bleeding Kansas when her third-great-grandfather on her 

mother’s side homesteaded west of Lecompton in 1854.  

The family moved from Missouri to participate in the  

free-state movement.
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If you love Kansas and enjoy connecting with others  

who share your passion, you will want to become a  

Kansas Historical Foundation member. 

There’s no better way to celebrate Kansas history than 

joining us for Taste of Wyandotte County! Members 

receive a 34 percent discount on registration!

Visit store.kshs.org and 
become a member.  
For assistance contact  
785-272-8681; 
membership@kshs.org.
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The community of Argentine was home to a busy east-west rail yard connecting 
trains across the nation. This worker directs Santa Fe locomotive #100 at the 
Argentine yard in 1968. kansasmemory.org/item/213214




