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“ o n  a  h i l l ”  i n  K a n s a s
p a w n e e s

When the Pawnees occupied areas in what is now north 

central Kansas, the American Revolution was just 

beginning.  Here on the plains approximately 20,000 

Pawnees were struggling with overpopulation. Their solution 

was to separate into distinct bands, with three of the four 

bands moving farther southwest. The Kitkahahkis, meaning 

“on a hill,” were one of those bands. 

Archeologists have identified three late 18th century village sites where the 

Kitkahahkis lived: one near the Republican River between present-day Red 

Cloud and Guide Rock, Nebraska, one near current-day Milford, Kansas, and 

one at current-day Pawnee Indian Museum State Historic Site in Republic 

County, Kansas, in the Republican River valley. Recent investigations are 

providing further understanding about the Pawnees’ lives on the plains.
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The Pawnee villages were located in current-day southern Nebraska and northern 
Kansas, while the hunting lands extended to the north, west, and south. 



Pawnee Indian Museum State Historic 

Site is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Wednesday through Saturday. Visitors 

can discover more about the Pawnee 

people, view the floor of the earth 

lodge, and see a rare sacred bundle. It 

is located eight miles north of U.S. 36 

on K-266. kshs.org/pawnee_indian
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Above, floor of the earth lodge now covered and preserved as part of Pawnee Indian Museum State Historic Site. The stars and sky 
guided the Pawnees’ cultural traditions. The domed ceiling of the earth lodge represents the universe; the entry faces the morning star, 
and the altar faces the evening star.

PAwNEE INDIAN MUSEUM 
STATE HISTORIC SITE

The Republic County village, also called the Kansas Monument Site, 

comprised about 2,000 people, living in some 40 mudlodges, as the Pawnees 

call them. These dome-shaped lodges were between 25 and 60 feet in diameter 

and could house 30 to 50 people. Consistent construction elements included an 

east-faced entrance, large interior support posts, and a center fire pit about three 

to four feet in diameter. As with most housing, the lodges required continual 

maintenance; they likely lasted for 10 to 15 years before being rebuilt. The move 

allowed the Pawnees to be nearer to their hunting grounds and to the French 

with whom they traded. 

In the spring the Pawnees planted corn, squash, pumpkins, and beans. 

During the summer and winter hunting seasons nearly everyone traveled 

hundreds of miles to the west or southwest to follow the bison herds. When 

they traveled they carried portable housing pulled on a travois (pole frame 

transport) by a dog or horse. At the camp sites they dried meat from the hunts 

and cleaned the skins in preparation for their journey back to the village. 

Arriving in time for harvest, they carefully placed foods in storage pits to be 
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KANSAS ARCHEOlOgy TRAININg PROgRAM
The Kansas Historical Society, in coordination with the Pawnee 

Nation and the University of Kansas, has investigated the former 

Pawnee Indian village many times since 1949. Newer technology 

is allowing archeologists to better understand the timeline and 

size of the village; construction materials used; and their lifeways, 

farming, and interactions with others. Several of the individual 

lodges have been mapped and excavated. Through these efforts 

approximately 1,800 artifacts have been recovered, such as 

native ceramics, metal tools, gun flints, and glass beads. This 

evidence helps place the village from 1770 to 1810 and offers a 

clearer understanding of the Kitkahahki people. kshs.org/14623

The Pawnees’ lives were influenced by 
cosmology. The movement of stars 
helped guide their calendar, class 
structure, social groups, and faith.

accessed during the year. They traded some of the skins and furs for 

items like guns, knives, and glass beads. 

The Pawnees gained a reputation for their courage, endurance, 

and skill with horses. A bitter rivalry ensued over lands and 

hunting grounds with tribes like the Kansas, or Kaws, and the 

Osages. After numerous violent conflicts the Pawnees eventually 

abandoned the Republican Valley villages and moved back to the 

north along the Loup River to be near the other bands of the tribe. 

With their populations diminished, the Pawnees continued to 

face threats as Americans moved west. Lands constricted as settlers 

moved to the northern plains, forcing the Sioux and other tribes 

into traditional Pawnee lands. After a series of treaties with the 

U.S. government the Pawnees agreed to cede their lands;  

they were moved to a reservation in 1875, in present-day  

Pawnee County, Oklahoma.

Above, this Pawnee man’s traditional haircut is in the 
shape of a buffalo horn, circa 1860. 
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Frontier 

Above, this 1868 letter from the settlers 
of New Scandinavia (present-day 
Scandia) is asking Governor Nehemiah 
Green to send a company of 50 soldiers 
to protect the young settlement from 
the local Indian population. They were 
afraid that without help, the large group 
of settlers they were expecting the 
following spring might turn away.  
kansasmemory.org/item/208121

A New Home oN tHe

J. R. Sandell arrived in Republic County, Kansas, with 

nine other men on a crisp fall day in 1868. As 

members of the Scandinavian Agricultural Society of 

Chicago, they had traveled from the city to settle new 

land, which they would name in honor of their 

heritage—New Scandinavia. It was just one year later 

that Sandell would open the first store in town, with 

many more soon to follow. It was a fresh beginning for 

these immigrants, who would create a lasting 

community, rooted in their Scandinavian ancestry.  

Walking through the modern town of Scandia, the 

history of New Scandinavia lingers in the dala horse 

decorations, and is felt in the architecture of the 

Amana Lutheran Church, a remnant from the past that remains 

active in the community.  It is a compelling story of how 

immigrants found their home in the new world in Kansas, and 

how their traditions left a lasting mark on many communities in 

our state. 

Cloud and Republic counties in north central Kansas are home to a rich 

history of immigrant settlers from all over Europe. Like the settlers of New 

Scandinavia, or present day Scandia, many of the immigrants who called 

Republic County home were of Swedish or Norwegian descent. In 1865, four 

years after Kansas became a state and one year before New Scandinavia was 



founded, the United States census recorded 204 Swedes living in 

the state. Remarkably just 25 years later the census of 1890 

recorded 17,096 Swedes in Kansas alone. This explosion of interest 

was in fact due to very calculated campaigns, advertisements, and 

official actions made by the federal government and it came about 

at a time when some Europeans were looking to relocate. 

In 1864 the Kansas Bureau of Immigration was formed, which 

generated promotion for the state, hoping to attract new residents 

from Europe. The bureau combined with the Homestead Act of 

1862 attracted many settlers to Kansas, including the Swedish, 

Norwegian, Dutch, French, and Czech immigrants that settled in 

Republic and Cloud counties. The act allowed them to settle land 

in Kansas and other territories in the west. They could claim 160 

acres of public land by living there, building a permanent home, 

and growing crops for five years; or they could simply purchase the 

land from the government for $1.25 per acre after living on the 

land under the same circumstances for six months. This was an 

attractive deal to immigrant families who were often working for 

low wages in large cities like New York or Chicago. The promise of land 

ownership was a dream they simply could not have realized in their 

home country or in their newfound industrial cities here in America. 

While Scandia was founded primarily by the group of Swedes living 

in Chicago, there were also immigrants moving to Kansas and other 

Midwestern states directly from Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and other 

European nations. The great famine of 1868 in Europe was a driving 

factor for many of these immigrants. Much of Scandinavia had 

suffered through several years of poor harvest. After hearing of the 

affordability of Kansas from their friends and relatives, many opted 

to make the move to America, rather than wait out the famine in  

their homeland. 

Making the move to Kansas was not an easy decision for many of 

these immigrants. Whether relocating for a second time from a larger 

U.S. city or coming directly from Europe, they often struggled to 

adapt. The wide-open prairie, with ample farmland and opportunity for 

self-sustainability, did not resemble northern Europe and the adjustment 

often took time. Immigrants took solace in communities like Scandia, often 

made up of many people who shared a common heritage. Church services 

held in their native languages, along with the opportunity to own land and 

provide for their families, made their lives in Kansas worth the transition and 

created new towns abundant with new traditions that live on to this day. 

Top, the Amana Lutheran Church was 
constructed in 1873 in New Scandinavia 
(Scandia). Find more in Kansas Historical 
Resources Inventory, khri.kshs.org.  
Above, this pamphlet was printed in 
Swedish by the Kansas Pacific Railway  
to attract Swedish immigrants to  
Kansas and Colorado. It boasts the 
rich agricultural and land ownership 
opportunities in the two states.  
kansasmemory.org/item/209705
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Immigrants in Cloud and Republic counties would have 

brought the flavors of their homelands with them. Recipes like 

this one often varied from family to family and featured slight 

variants. Often ground cardamom seeds would be present in 

more traditional recipes or if the family was from Denmark they 

may have incorporated almonds into the dough. The recipe 

presented here is from the Belleville Telescope on Christmas Day 

1980. While it does not include cardamom, it does keep other 

key ingredients like molasses and ginger. This variation is 

consistent with other printed recipes for this kind of cookie 

from the 1970s and 1980s. The ingredients are commonly 

found at most grocery stores, making it an accessible  

way to enjoy this Swedish variation on the gingerbread cookie. 

Gingerbread cookies are a common wintertime treat and variations can be found  

all over the world. In Sweden they go by the name pepparkakor or “pepper cake.” 

While there is no pepper in modern recipes, the thin spiced cookies provide plenty of flavor. 

Scandinavia Delightful    Sweets from 

Left, photographed here are members of 
the Hammer family of Norway, Kansas. 
Peder Hammer immigrated to Kansas 
in 1869; his family followed in 1872. 
kansasmemory.org/item/305154
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Directions

Cream butter; gradually add sugars; beat until light and fluffy.  Beat in molasses 

and egg. Combine flour, salt, spices, orange peel, and baking soda. Gradually  

add to creamed mixture. Gather dough into a ball; wrap in plastic wrap. Chill  

2 to 3 hours.  Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Use one-fourth of dough at a time; 

keep remainder refrigerated until needed. Sprinkle pastry cloth and rolling pin 

with granulated sugar. Sprinkle top of dough with sugar also. Roll to  

one-eighth-inch thickness. Cut with floured cookie cutters. Place 1 inch apart 

on unbuttered cookie sheets. Bake 10 to 12 minutes. Remove from cookie  

sheets and cool completely on wire racks. Store in airtight containers at  

room temperature.

Find more recipes online at kshs.org/19878.

Swedish Spice Cookies

1 cup (2 sticks) butter

1/2 cup granulated sugar

1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar

1/2 cup light molasses

1 egg

3 cups all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon ground ginger

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon grated orange peel

1/2 teaspoon baking soda

Granulated sugar

Share your pictures of your Swedish Spice 

Cookies with us 

on Instagram: @kansas_history 

NOTE: Use granulated sugar for ease 

of rolling out dough instead of flour.  

The sugar makes the cookies crisp 

and gives them a sparkle after baking. 



Among Kansas’ infamous immigrants was Thomas P. “Boston” Corbett who came 
to Kansas in 1878. Unlike other immigrants who chose Kansas as their new 

home, Corbett picked the location as an escape rather than an opportunity. 

He was enlisted in the Union Army when news broke of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. 

Being deployed nearby in Virginia, Corbett volunteered to join a group to track down his assailant. Once 

John Wilkes Booth was found, the Union Army troops were ordered to capture him alive. Boston Corbett 

recalls the engagement with Booth saying that he refused to be taken alive, and so when given the 

opportunity, he shot and killed the man who assassinated Lincoln. Corbett figured he was doing the right 

thing, however, he soon was arrested for disobeying orders. Once released, he made his way to Kansas; a 

place he hoped would provide an escape from the publicity of his actions. He chose a spot near a hill just 

outside of Concordia, where he built his dugout. Corbett found employment as the assistant doorkeeper for 

the Kansas House of Representatives in 1887. He held this position until he once again found himself 

involved in scandal when he pulled his pistol one day at the Kansas State Capitol in response to an 

overheard comment. After this incident he was declared insane and committed to the state hospital.  

One year later he managed to escape, telling friends he was headed to Mexico. 

Below, a marker at Corbett’s homestead site, find more information at khri.kshs.org; 
below left, Boston Corbett as he would have appeared in 1865, the year Abraham 
Lincoln was assassinated. kansasmemory.org/item/239

K a n s a s ’  I n f a m o u s  I m m I g r a n t

Boston Corbett
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Powering the Plains: 
The Community of Minersville

Alexander Henderson worked as a stone mason 
 in Scotland before he and his family moved 

to Cloud County, Kansas, in 1871, where he soon 
purchased a mine. Henderson, like other miners 
in the area, farmed during the spring and summer 
months. After harvest, he opened the mine shaft, 
cleared out water that had collected during the off 
season, and began production. The Henderson 
mine was located just south of the Republic 
County border near a newly established 
community called Minersville.

Above, Alexander Henderson’s son, J. D. Henderson, operated  
the coal mine circa 1910; right, an 1885 map of Cloud County 
showing Minersville at the northern border.  
kansasmemory.org/item/223984
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Henderson was part of an influx of immigration in the area. With 

wood in short supply, settlers were thankful when coal deposits were 

discovered in 1869, providing another solution for heating and 

cooking. This brown coal, buried at various depths under the 

sandstone, did not burn as cleanly as black coal from other parts of 

the state, but it was affordable and accessible through strip and shaft 

mines. Those fortunate enough to own lands along the vein of coal 

quickly established mines and hired local farmers as workers in their 

off season. 

Minersville lured families from across the region to purchase coal, 

which they hauled away in wagons. While they were in town they 

shopped for groceries and provisions at the local stores. Minersville 

flourished with a post office, churches, hotels, saloons, and 

restaurants to serve local customers. The area also included a 

cemetery, dugouts, quarries, and kiln; a school district opened in 

1878. The 28 mines eventually employed up to 500 men.

The national labor union took notice of Minersville and 

encouraged miners to join for improved working conditions  

and safety. The Knights of Labor lodge built a hall in 1882, which served  

as a community center where speaking, musical, and dramatic productions  

were presented. 

The state established coal mine inspectors to enforce safety procedures. 

During an annual inspection of Henderson’s mines in 1892 one 60-foot shaft 

was determined “not in a condition for any man,” for it lacked ventilation, 

railing, and a second opening. The hoisting cable was an “old hemp rope, 

almost broken in many places.” Henderson promised to make the necessary 

improvements to his mines so he would pass the next inspection. Several years 

later Henderson died, and the mining operation was taken over by his sons.

As the railroads began service to towns in the area, farmers had more fuel 

options available to them. They preferred the cleaner black coal, which cost 

more but left less residue than the brown coal. They burned the higher grade in 

their homes and the lower grade for farm and 

industrial purposes. While these mines 

continued operation into the first half of the 

20th century, the town of Minersville began 

to decline. The last of the area mines closed in 

1945. Today only a few reminders remain of 

the town that once powered the region.

Above, Alexander and Janet (Doctor) 
Henderson, circa 1890s; in background 
an 1884 map of Republic County 
showing Minersville at the south border, 
kansasmemory.org/item/224009;  
below, an ad for Minersville coal  
from the Republic County Freeman, 
October 8, 1896.
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Much of what is known about this community is preserved through 

maps, historic photographs, and newspaper articles. Several  

individuals devoted their time to delve further into the history.  

Debi L. Holtzen-Aaron undertook an ambitious survey project  

to record the archeological remains. Through extensive 

research and assistance from the University of Kansas  

anthropology department she documented 105 sites and  

recovered hundreds of artifacts. She contributed her  

findings to the Kansas Historical Society’s site protection  

database. The artifacts are being preserved in the  

Historical Society’s archeology collection.  

kshs.org/14662    
Above, Debi Aaron in the Kansas Historical 
Society’s archeology lab; right, two artifacts 
recovered from her survey of Minersville.

My Story                            by Debi Aaron

It was very important to me to find the Minersville cemetery where  

I knew there were 18 or 19 people buried. As I was searching in this 

area I found an object that looked and felt very different than the other 

sandstones I came across. Part of it was actually molded into the 

shape of a cross. And there was this tapered piece with a ring. I just 

couldn’t figure out what it was! I carefully cleaned it off and started 

researching it. It took me quite a while but I kept at it. Then I finally 

came across a similar item. Someone from California had posted an 

image online—and that was it! It was a perfect match to mine! I 

found out it was a calla lily, a design that was often used for a child’s 

grave marker. To me this was a very important moment. It proved that 

this was indeed the Minersville cemetery. And it is where a child had 

been buried. This was the most rewarding part of this survey to me, to 

identify the site and mark it. By recognizing the people who are buried 

there, I feel we are giving them a little more dignity. We are 

remembering those who lived there so they will not be forgotten like 

                                   their town has been.

Above, Debi Aaron participates in a Kansas 
Archeology Training Program field school;  
right, the calla lily artifact Aaron found.

UNCOvERINg THE PAST

yoUr StorIES. oUr HIStory.

S H A R E  Y O U R

STORY
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C h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  t r a i n s :

Howard Reed Dowell was three years old when his parents 
fell through an ice-covered river in Potsdam, New York, 

catching fatal cases of pneumonia. He and his two other 
siblings became part of the growing population of homeless 
youth that roamed New York City and its surrounding 
communities. As the city streets continued to grow with 
immigrants working to make ends meet, the population of 
homeless youth soared to approximately 30,000. 

The city was at a loss to solve this problem until the Children’s Aid 

Society and the New York Foundling Hospital conjured up a unique plan 

that historians would later call America’s first foster care system. The plan 

was a simple one: take the orphans living homeless in New York, and 

relocate them to the West, where there was a need for farmhands, and 

Above, the June 25, 1909, issue of the Belleville Telescope reports 
on the day Howard Dowell arrived with other orphans in Republic 
County. Newspapers like this from the Historical Society’s collections 
are available to all Kansans on newspapers.com. Visit kshs.org/11528 
to learn more. Left, siblings Howard Dowell, Clara Morgan, and James 
Elliott pose for a photograph. They arrived in Republic County via the 
orphan train in 1909.

How Orphans Found  
New Families in Kansas
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NATIONAl REgISTER 
Of HISTORIC PlACES
The Union Pacific railroad depot, 
constructed in 1917, was an  
important addition to the town as it 
allowed for much easier and faster 
travel for the citizens of Concordia, 
and the surrounding communities. 
The Concordia Blade-Empire 
reported on the opening, “the  
building is of the Old Spanish Mission 
style, with a concrete foundation and 
stucco exterior. The floors are of 
terrazzo, which is chipped marble 
and concrete, and the roof is of 
asbestos shingles, making the  
structure fireproof throughout.” It 
served this purpose in town until 
1942 when the route was reduced to 
only five regional regular passenger 
trains. The Union Pacific depot today  
houses the National Orphan Train 
Complex, dedicated to telling the 
stories of those who traveled on the 
orphan trains. Learn more about the 
National Orphan Train Complex at 
orphantraindepot.org. It was listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places in 2004. kshs.org/14635

space for growing families. The first orphan train left New York City in 1854, 

and many more would follow in its path as the program continued to move 

children to new homes until 1930. Over the years this program would relocate 

about 200,000 orphans to new families throughout the West, including the 

estimated 5,000 who would make Kansas their permanent home. 

The Belleville Telescope on June 25, 1909, reported that a train stopped in 

town that day, and was greeted by a large crowd from all over Republic 

County. Families eager to adopt had prepared for the visit well in advance, 

filling out paperwork to be approved in the event that they found a child. The 

organizations running these operations hoped to ensure that children ended 

up in good homes. Dowell recalled the scene in the courthouse as adults 

pulled children aside to examine them and ask them questions before 

deciding if any of the children would be a good fit in their home. He 

remembered that the train returned a week later to make sure the families 

were adjusting, but the promise to check in the following year didn’t come to 

be. Dowell says only once an employee from the organization came to check 

in on the Belleville train that arrived with his siblings, and the 13 other 

children that remained near Belleville. He and his two siblings were adopted 

by three different families, but were lucky as they all remained in the same 

town and were able to stay close growing up. This wasn’t always the case, as 

sometimes siblings would be separated by several states. Some later 

reconnected with their families; however, others were never able to locate 

their family, and those connections were lost.  

Situations like the one in Belleville played out around Kansas and other 

states until around 1930 when the trains stopped coming. During the 

depression many Midwestern towns could no longer support orphans coming 

into their communities. Additionally, social services had increased in New 

York, through infrastructure, such as welfare and increased resources for 

immigrants, which helped keep struggling families together. These societal 

changes led to the demise of the orphan trains. A few of the stories, however, 

have survived the test of time and help us better understand the history of 

those who rode the trains to our state. 

Right, the Union Pacific railroad depot as it 
looks today, in Concordia. 
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Above left, post headquarters Camp Concordia, 1940s; above right, the restored guard tower is open to the public today;  
below, Camp Concordia had 300 buildings on 157 acres. kansasmemory.org/item/221968

Prisoners of War in Kansas 

CAMP CONCORDIA
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Elaine Walser was a recent graduate of the Sisters of St. Joseph nursing school when 

she accepted a position as supervisor of surgery at the Camp Concordia hospital in 

August 1943. “I had two weeks of orientation,” Walser said, “which included being the 

target of much teasing by the American boys, scaring me of the Germans. But the 

American and German ward staff worked together and had become friends.”

Camp Concordia, which offered housing, mess facilities, recreation, and 

hospitalization, was among the largest of eight main prisoner-of-war (POW) facilities in 

Kansas. When the U.S. entered World War II, the country became a key player in the 

housing of prisoners to support the Allied effort. The U.S. established 150 main camps 

and 340 branch camps that eventually handled about 360,000 prisoners. They were 

located in mostly rural areas in nearly every state, away from critical war industries. The 

Cloud County camp, which opened in June 1943 and contained 300 buildings on 158 

acres, was among those not associated with a military base. 

The first 400 prisoners arrived in Concordia on July 15, 1943; most had served under 

Field Marshal Erwin Rommel and were captured in Africa. Many local residents came to 

the Concordia depot to catch a glimpse of the Germans before they were transported by 

truck to the camp. Camp commanders quickly separated enlisted men from officers to 

break chains of command. Those deemed to be “hard-core Nazis” were separated from 

general populations. They assigned enlisted men 50 to a 

barracks; officers were kept in separate barracks with four 

men to an apartment. There were only a few incidents of 

violence at the camp; mostly between prisoners.

The U.S. army philosophy was to reeducate prisoners 

with the hope of reducing Nazi sympathies. All reading 

material was controlled; college coursework was available 

through the University of Kansas. The prisoners 

published their own German language newspaper, and 

had access to art supplies, a gymnasium, athletic field, 

and their own gardens. They could watch movies and 

music programs, participate in a band, and attend 

church. In accordance with the Geneva Conventions, 

KANSAS POw CAMPS
Largest camps:

Camp Concordia Camp Phillips – Salina

Fort Riley

Smaller camps:

Fort Leavenworth El Dorado

Hutchinson Cawker City

Hays Topeka

Ottawa Lawrence

Above, Elaine Walser worked as 
supervisor of surgery at the  
Camp Concordia hospital.  
kansasmemory.org/item312521
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officers were not required to work. They were allowed to leave camp without a 

guard and enjoy a walk in the country. Enlisted men could be required to work 

only if they were paid. They were accompanied by a guard when sent to work at 

area farms when labor was needed. 

“The Germans were given all the food they wanted,” Walser said, “much to 

the dismay of the American boys when they started coming back from being 

prisoners in Germany, even though they knew the German soldiers were not 

getting enough food either.”

 When the Germans celebrated Hitler’s birthday, they lost their privileges for 

several weeks; forced to cook their own food and perform their own kitchen 

duties. German medics and surgeons who assisted in the hospital were given a 

priority status. When German prisoners required surgery, a German surgeon 

operated with an American surgeon assisting.  “I had two Germans assigned 

to surgery,” Walser said, “and although at the beginning we didn’t understand 

the other, we made a good team. In our two years we learned each other’s 

language.” 

The camp population peaked in November 1943 with 880 American soldiers, 

179 civilian employees, and 4,027 German prisoners.  That Christmas the 

German government helped provide Christmas presents for their POWs. Each 

compound had a Christmas tree and turkey dinner, plus a freight car of food 

from Germany.

When the war ended the German prisoners were shipped out to be 

exchanged for American prisoners. In 1946 many of the buildings were 

transferred to the Federal Public Housing Authority, slated for removal they 

were offered to governmental agencies and organizations. Only a few of the 

buildings remain today as reminders of Camp Concordia.

I had two Germans assigned  
to surgery . . .  and although  
at the beginning we didn’t 
understand the other, we  
made a good team. In our  
two years we learned each 
other’s language.

                               —Elaine Walser

Above, enlisted soldiers at Camp 
Concordia.

REgISTER Of HISTORIC KANSAS PlACES
Building T-9 (T for temporary) is the only remaining 

warehouse at the former Camp Concordia. The 

nearly 8,000-square-foot, one story building was the 

largest of five warehouses at the camp. It was used 

for storage and as an engineering shop. After the war 

it served a variety of uses including a skating rink, 

hog farm, canoe factory, and horse racetrack. The 

building now houses the POW Camp Concordia 

Museum, powcampconcordia.org. It was listed in  

the Register of Historic Kansas Places in 2009.  

kshs.org/14635 
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Board Member Highlight

Above, Nancy E. Holt, Kansas Historical 
Foundation executive committee member.

The land and its history in Republic County inspire Nancy Holt and  

make her feel at home. “The Pawnee Indian Museum is a very special 

place in Kansas and in my heart,” Holt said.

“It is always very moving to be on the grounds at 

night looking up to the stars that the Pawnees saw 

and used in their daily lives. It makes me realize 

that their presence is very much still around.” 

A native of Colorado, she did not move to Kansas until after studying 

history at the University of Colorado at Boulder and Denver. She and her 

husband, Robert, decided to move to Belleville where he established a family 

medical practice, and they raised their children. There she began to explore 

the Republic County area and discover its rich history.

“Being a Kansan by choice has always been a source of pride for me,” Holt 

said. “I’ve greatly enjoyed learning about my state. I am fascinated by the 

stories of real people who have made this state what it is; and the history that 

occurred here is one of importance to the whole United States.”

In Kansas Holt attended Wichita State University, served as a medical office 

manager, and became involved with numerous community organizations.  

She was president of the Republic County Historical Society, a member of  

its museum building committee, supervisor for the Belleville election board, 

and she served on the Belleville Main Street program.

Holt was first elected to the Kansas Historical Foundation Board of Directors 

in 1986. She served on the executive committee from 1995 to 2003, and as 

chair from 1999 to 2002.  She has been active on the personnel committee, 

the Edgar Langsdorf Award committee, Nyle Miller Local Organization Award 

committee, membership and nominating committees, and she volunteered 

annually as judge for Kansas History Day.
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You can help the Kansas Historical Society continue to  
share the stories that make up our history by donating or 
becoming a member of the Kansas Historical Society.

Want to Support Kansas History?

Already a member and wish you  
could do more?
You worked hard to build an enjoyable 

retirement. What will happen when  

you no longer need those savings? Some 

donate retirement accounts to charity and 

leave other assets that carry a smaller tax 

burden to their loved ones. Contact the 

Kansas Historical Foundation and learn 

more about how you can leave a lasting 

legacy, visit online at kshs.org/15849.  

It can be as simple as changing your  

beneficiaries.

Consult your tax and legal advisors

We are here to talk with you.  
785-272-8681, ext. 210


