Form No. 10-300 o1
S

UNI!LDS\ TES DEPARTM «TOF THE INTERIOR -
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

' NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
~ INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

[FOR NPS USE ONLY

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETENATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

)
E-!l;NAME
" HISTORIC . E
CROCKER RANCH
AND/GR COMMON
[2]LOCATION
_ STREET & NUMBER One and one-half miles north of Matfield Green on K-177
% E 22 Sec‘ 31 T 2}' S R 8 E __NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN . ' CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
QY Matfield Green .§~vmmuv0F‘ No. 5 Joe Skubitz .
<O STATE . CODE S COUNTY o CODE
o Kansas - 20 ‘ Chase .- - 017
| T3iCLASSIFICATION D o
é%% CATEGORY OWNERSHIP - .  STATUS * ~ PRESENTUSE
: _DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _occurien - S ‘ X AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
O XBUILDING(S) X privaTe  UNOGCUPIED . © - - _COMMERCIAL  ..PARK
Q ~STRUCTURE __BOTH _ __WORK IN PROGRESS ~ . —EDUCATIONAL ; x PRIVATE RESIDENCE
; ~SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE = . ' _ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
- l OBJECT ——INPROCESS - YES: RESTRICTED .__GOVERNMENT _SC‘ESNTIHC
Q\ BEING CONSIDERED e YES: UNRESTRICTED . —INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION -
N X _no —MILITARY — OTHER:
O TAJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

H. Mason Crocker

STREET & NUMBER

— Box 419 | , e
CITY, TOWN ‘ _ . SR
‘ Brady . VICINTYOE - Texas
-[_QAI,OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION EEAEDE o

COURTHOUSE, - .

REGISTRY OF DEEOS; ETC. Reg1ster‘ Of Deeds .
STREET & NUMBER -

Chase County Courthouse

. CITY FOWN

RREHER Cottonwpod Fa}ls s
?RE smxj ‘AT{@N _'\N x STING SURVEYS

4*;@

TtTLE

H1st0r1c Sxtes Survey

DATE . .
| , 1975.- - . —FEDERAL _XSTATE _COUNTY _LOCAL- . . . .
T BEFOSITORY FOR ' | B
- SURVEY RECORDS _Kansas State Historical Society ,

ciTY, TOWN ' T ; STATE

Topeka ‘ Kansas



[/ BESCRIPTION

CORDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

: ___£).(CEH.ENT __DEYERIORATED - . __UNALTERED i )S__ONGENAL SITE
XGOOD __RUINS X _ALTERED _MOVED  DATE

. FAIR __UNEXPOSED .

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORI.GENAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Crocker Ranch is a collection of buildings that reflect the growth and develop-
ment of ranching in Kansas. Only one building, a stone provision house, remains from
the original farm which was started in the 1860's. Other major buildings on the ranch
include a house built around the 1880's, a barn built in 1906, the main house con-
structed in 1908-1909 and later remodeled, and a grain elevator dated 1915-16. The
ranch is located just north of the small community of Matfield Green. Crocker creek
which runs to the south of the main complex and the.Santa Fe railroad tracks which
run across a built-up ridge to the west yisually enclose the property.

The impressive L-shaped Doric portico on the main house is the dominating feature
of the ranch. The house, which faces east, is a large, rambling, two and one-half
story frame structure. Though the exterior of this house has been extensively remodeled,
3t still retains its basic configuration. Originally the house had an elevated one
story L-shaped veranda and a round tower with a spire at the southeastern corner. The
veranda has been replaced by the Doric portico with a pediment. The spire has been
removed, and the circular corner now has octagonal sides. A one story addition on
the north side of the east facade serves as an attached garage. Fixed shutters were
also added during the remodeling. . . . o e T

The house is basically a large two story block with a high hip roof. There is
a projecting two story wing to the south and a one story wing to the west. Originally
there was a wide dormer facing east, but this was removed when the pediment was con-
structed. The fenestration pattern, which was not altered during the remodeling,
utilizes large double-hung windows which occupy a high proportion of wall space. The
roof is surfaced with cedar shakes.

The provision shed has been constructed of native coursed rubble. It has a pitched
roof surfaced with cedar shakes and a single door on the east facade.” ° .

~ The house built in the 1880's is a one and cone-half story frame building with a- .
one story T-shaped addition. ' The exteriorﬁhasubegn}tovered~with;whﬁte painted clapboard,
and the house has a simple gabTe[rbbfchveredfwith'wOQd;sbing}es;' The roofline is
broken by two wa}]'dormers~withigab1e,roofs;dnfthe_eaSt;facade&u;j:“;\ . ‘

~ The grain elevator, -barn and silos are Tocated just west of the main house. . The -
first story of_therbaknThasgbeen3¢6nstru¢ted”0f,cdﬂfsedjrubbieJE-Theré_are"heavylstone_;
lintels over the. openings: - An-inscription reading, “Crocker Bros 1906" has been . .-
carved in the lintel of the‘central‘bpeﬁﬁng;:”Thé1exterior'wa11 of the second story. ~
_has been constructed of board and batten and painted white. The roof, which is pitched,
is covered with cedar shikes and is accented by a centrally placed cupola, ... 0 - o

ed and: surfaced with Cedar’sh

©T o ine Yoot pped shdges and 15 Lrownet. By,
. hipped roof. There are sliding wood -doors on. the east and west fa
a one story frame wing with & shed roof on the west facade.” "~
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The Crocker Ranch Just north of Matf1e1d Green is a fine examp]e of én'eaf1y'
20th century ranch comp]ex st1}1 in daily use. o :

The Crocker family came to Chase county after the C1v31 War. Erastus B, Crocker
settled on the south fork of the Cottonwood river in 1866 and soon had established a
successful farming and ranching operation.- He-was active in politics, holding various
local offices and serv1ng one term in the. state Tegis1ature.- After the death of.h1s
first wife, Harriet, in 1870, Crocker married.Mrs. Anha E. Mason in 1871. 'They had
two ch11dren Edward Grey Crocker and Arthur Thompson Crocker. E.B. Crocker died in
1876. His w1dow married William F. Dunlap in 1880; Dunlap van the Crocker farm and
engaged in extensive ranching operations unt11 he and Mrs. Dunlap moved to Strong City

in 1896.

Edward and Arthur Crocker were assoc1ated in. ranching operat1ons under the firm

name of Crockeyr Brothers apparent1y from 1891, By 1918 they had a. 10 000, acre cattle

~ranch which was one of the most extensive in the area. The brothers marr1ed s1sters,
‘daughters of Henry Brandley, another prom1nent Chase county p1oneer

. The Edward Crockers 11ved on the Crocker home p]ace in the small frame house wh1ch.
was 1ikely built in " the 1880's. 1In 1908 they began planning a néw house. According
to family records the arch1tect was Charles Gross of Emporia. The Chase County Leader,
Cottonwood Falls, at various times in:the. fall of 1908 identified Tocal. carpenters and .
craftsmen who were working on the Crocker house, 1nc1ud1ng ‘John Martin, Will Jones,
~Jim Quinn, Wi1l Beach and Charles Remy. By Februaryy 1909, the house was completed. - 1.
The February 16 Leader: reported that the Crockers had gone 1o Kansas C1ty to buy furn1~-‘f -

 ture for their new home

" The o1d res1dence, wh1ch had been 1ocated Just SOuth of the hew. house, was moved L
_to 'the north and west .of it, and-was-used: By ranch: employees: = The -only. bu11d1ng =
- maining from E.B. Crocker's t1me s a stone prov1s1on shed dat1ng to the 1860%s. A

e

stone_qnd frame\barn was: bq11t -n;1906, and a . frame granaby'waS'erected.1n 1915;'r

o “The.property. ow Hp - : &
“examp1e of an: early 20th century workang ranch
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