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Cimarvon Redoubt f{s located approximately one-half mile south of the
Cimarron river on the east hank of Clark creek south of the present day town
of Ashland, Kansas. Its historic location was along the road from Fort Dodge,
Kansas, to Camp Supply, Indian Territory.

It was built in the fall of 1870 by a detachment sent out from Camp
Supply. A description of the redoubt was written by the wife of an army
~leutenant when she and -her husband were staticned there in January, 1873,

"The redoubt is made of gunny sacks filled with sand, and is
built on the principle of a permanent fortification in miniature,
with bastions, flanks, curtains, and ditch, and has two pieces of
artiltery. The parapet is about ten feet high, upon the top of
wiich a sentry walks all the time. This is technically correct,
for Faye has just explained it all to me, so I could tell you
about our castle on the plains., We have only fwo rcoms for our
own use, and these are partitioned off with vertical logs in one
corner of the fortification, and cur only roof is of canvass."
(Roe 1508:86-7) '

The site has one major feature consisting of rounded walls two to three
feet above the present grade and Torming a square some 60 feet on a side.
This square 1s enclosed by a shallow depression approximately eight feet wide.
An area of approximately two acres surrounding the redoubt has been fenced and
a portion is used as a lot Tor hay storage. The remainder is overgrown with
tall grass. tLand to the east heyond the fenced vedoubt area is cultivated.
Clark creek Yoops to the east at this point and its east bank is not far from
the remains of the structure. Some erosion of the west wall has taken place
but the grass has elsewhere been successful in slowing erosion of the site.

The tall grass has cbscured additional smaller features which may be
present. A trash area should be associated with the redoubt, and there are
perhaps other features associated with the later civilian occupation.
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Cimarron Redoubt was constructed in the fall of 1870 in conjunction with
one similar in design to the north near the headwaters of 3ear creek in order
to provide protection and a convenient resting place for military mail coaches
and freight wagons travelling the road between Fort Dodge and Camp Supply.
Post returns from Camp Supply mention detachiments sent.to repair the redoubt

at various intervals through the year 18/2.

The Tast mention of the redoubt

as a military post is an account relating events in January, 1873,

Subsequently the redoubt was used by early settlers of Clark county.

It was a general store and post office in 1876, and an 1884 advertisement
offered ranch supplies for sale at this location. It was officially established
as a post office Trom May, 1881, until April, 1887. At some indeterminate

date after the latter year the redoubt was abandoned.

Cimarron Redoubt and its companion Bear Creek Redoubt came into existence
as a military response to meet a specific threat to military communications.
A similar situation occurred at various times aleng the frontier of 19th
century Kansas, each precipitated by the increasing tempo of small scale
attacks on the white population, both civilian and military, by the various
Plains Indian tribes. Forts or camps were created where necessary, often by
digging dugouts in suitable terrain; however, no other military installations
of sandbag construction are known for the state.

Cimarron Redoubt has importance as the visible expression of a series of
documented events occurring in the Tast century and as a unigue type of military
structure. [ts excellent state of preservation and its present use should
insure that its features will be preserved for an indefinite period of time.
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CIMARRON REDOUBT

The area encompassed by the site designation includes the visible above
iground remains of the redoubt. This is a square enclosure approximately 60
feet on a side composed of tow rounded walls two to three feet above the
present ground surface. The western boundary of the site is defined by the
channel of Clark Creek while the north, south and east boundaries are
measured to a point 250 feet beyond the centerline of the enclosure.
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