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The Carnegie Library, a two-story brick building with a basement,
faces east on Newton's Main street and architecturally presents an
Eclectic appearance. Its dimensions originally were 51 feet wide
and 62 feet deep; a small one-story brick addition at the northwest
corner has added about 30 feet to the length.

The water table of rough cut limestone blocks is separated from
the red brick walls by a belt course of smooth cut stone. Cut stone
sills and lintels are used at all window openings. The cornice is
also of cut stone.

Two Ionic stone columns support the two-story porch above the
east entrance. A large flat lintel is situated over the doorway.

The exterior of the building has not been greatly altered except
for the addition to the rear; the addition is not obvious from the
front. Recently the Harvey County Historical Society undertook a
renovation project in which the walls were sandblasted, tuckpointed
and waterproofed, all wood and metal trim was painted, the front
entrance single door was replaced with the original double doors, and
new roofing was installed. A wrought iron fence was placed around the
property for protection.
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The main floor contained two reading rooms (one for children and
the other for the general public), the librarian's station and the
stack area. The second floor had only one room which was planned
for use as a lecture room or art gallery. The basement floor had a
large club room, committee rooms, rest rooms and a furnace room.

The interior is likewise very much as it was originally. New
carpeting has been placed on the main floor, and the walls and book
shelves were repainted. The building is now used to house the archives
of the county historical society and also provides space for meetings.
The building and the historical collections it houses are open daily
to the public.
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