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1. Name of Property
Historic name

Nincehelser House

Other names/site number Nincehelser House at Old Jefferson Town; KHRI #087-437
Name of related Multiple Property Listing

N/A

2. Location
street & number 703 Walnut St

not for publication

city or town

vicinity

state

Oskaloosa

Kansas

code

KS

county Jefferson

code

087

zip code 66066

3-4. Certification
I hereby certify that this property is listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.
Applicable State Register Criteria:

A

B

x C

D

See file.
Signature of certifying official/Title Patrick Zollner, Deputy SHPO

____________________________________
Date

Kansas State Historical Society
State agency
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Name of Property

City and County

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

(Check only one box)

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

X private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

x

building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Contributing
1
0
0
0
0
1

Noncontributing
0
0
0
0
0
0

buildings
district
site
structure
object
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the State Register
0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC / Single-family dwelling

RECREATION & CULTURE / Museum

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

(Enter categories from instructions)

Folk Victorian

foundation:

Concrete

walls:

Wood (clapboard)

roof:

Composite

other:

Brick (chimney)
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City and County

Narrative Description

Summary Paragraph
The Nincehelser House is a two-story Folk Victorian situated in Oskaloosa’s Old Jefferson Town (OJT),
Jefferson County, Kansas. The house was begun in 1881 and originally stood at 506 Cherokee Street in
Oskaloosa (Figures 1 through 3). It was moved to Old Jefferson Town in 1980. The cross-plan house currently
sits atop a poured concrete foundation with a crawl space; at its original location, the house had a stone
foundation. The house retains its historic siding, windows, and porches and is capped by a cross-gable roof.
The nominated property includes only the house.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration
Setting
Old Jefferson Town is a collection of relocated historic built resources situated within ten acres. Since 1970
ten buildings and one structure have been moved here, the first of which were the Reynolds Store, the
Wellman School, and the Edmonds Chapel. Four more structures arrived in 1975: Kilgore School, Plum Grove
1
School, Tibbott School, and the National Register-listed Bowstring Bridge. The Winchester Jail arrived in
2
1977, the Nincehelser House in 1980, and the State Register-listed Curry House in 1991. Non-historic
features at OJT include a 1973 bandstand and a 1983 blacksmith shop. The bandstand is a reduced-size
3
replica of the local bandstand that was destroyed in a 1960 tornado.
The Nincehelser House is located at the south end of Old Jefferson Town. The two-story house is aligned on
an east-west axis with the two entry doors on the north elevation. In its historic setting, the house was on a
north-south axis, facing east (Figure 4). To the west of the house is Walnut Street. The Wellman School is
located due east of the Nincehelser House and is visually separated from it by a copse of trees. A two-track
drive curves from the north to the southeast on the north of the house, while to the south is an open field. The
open field is a prairie grass field with varieties of native grasses and wildflowers.
Exterior
The two-story clapboard house rests atop a poured concrete foundation and is capped by a cross-gable roof
with composite shingles. The cross-shaped massing consists of a long rectangle box on an east-west axis
intersected in the middle by a shorter north-south rectangular box. A one-story shed-roof appendage is located
at the southeast corner of the building. Unless otherwise noted, all windows are historic wood 2/2 doublesashes. Most of the main level windows have a cornice-like top casing; upper level windows are trimmed with
simple casing. Decorative scrollwork is found in each gable end.
The symmetrical north elevation is mirrored on a centered, front-gabled two-story protrusion. The main level is
five bays. From the west: single window, single door with transom (the glass in the door has an etched ship),
double window unit (with pedimented top casings), door with transom, single window. The upper level is three
bays, each comprised of a centered, single window.
The house’s two porches are found on the north side. Each is tucked into the ell formed by the cross-shaped
plan and has a wood deck with steps. The west porch has turned columns with decorative brackets. Its flat
roof is capped by a wooden railing matching the porch railing. The east porch has turned posts and a hipped
roof. It does not have a railing.

1

The Kilgore School and the Plum Grove School were butted together to become the Jefferson County Genealogy
Library. The Tibbott School is now the museum that houses a barber shop, dentist office, doctor’s office, and bank fixtures.
The Bowstring Bridge was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1990
2
John Steuart Curry’s boyhood home was listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places in 1997.
3
The original bandstand stood on the grounds of the courthouse square. The courthouse also was destroyed by
the tornado.
3
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The east elevation slowly drops to a waterway that drains into the pond on the grounds. The main level
contains five bays. From the south, the first two bays are located in the one-story, shed-roof appendage in the
southeast ell. Bay 1 is a door with transom that accesses a modern wood deck with stairs. Bay 2 is a single
window. A three-window hipped-roof bay is located within the east-west wing of the house. Bays 4 (a door with
transom) and 5 (a single window) are set back within the east wall plane of the front-gabled protrusion on the
north side. The door also accesses the north side’s east porch. The upper level of the east elevation contains
two windows: one above the one-story appendage, one above the three-window bay. A door without a transom
is located directly above the main level’s Bay 4 and accesses the upper level of the east porch.
The massing of the south elevation mimics the north elevation: centered within the east-west rectangle is a
two-story front-gabled protrusion. To the west of this protrusion are two windows, one on each level, centered
within the wall plane. Centered within the front-gabled extension are also two windows (one on each level).
The one-story appendage abuts the lower level window on the east. The east wall of this addition is inset
about four feet from the southeast corner of the house. No windows are located within the south wall of this
addition; however, there is a small square exterior brick chimney here. Above the addition is another centered
window set within the wall plane of the main house.
The west elevation contains four bays. On the main level from the north, there is no opening onto the west
porch; however, a single window is located in the upper level above the porch roof. Bay 2 is centered within
the front-gabled west end of the main house. The main level contains a double window unit, while a single
window is positioned above this. Bay 3 is located within the wall plane of the two-story south protrusion. A door
without a transom accesses a small wood deck on the main level; a single window in the upper level is offset
from this door. A single window on the west elevation of the one-story addition on the southeast corner of the
house makes up Bay 4.
Interior
The interior of the Nincehelser House retains a high degree of architectural integrity. Throughout the house
the floors are wooden planks and ceilings are plaster. The ceiling fixtures, doorknobs, doors, trim, and
radiators are original. The majority of the interior walls and ceilings are covered with wallpaper consistent with
designs of paper of the era. Adding to the feeling of the house are the furnishings, a majority of which are from
the Nincehelser family and are arranged as it was when the family lived here. Other furnishings were donated
by long-time local residents.
The main level consists of five rooms: kitchen, living room, dining room, music parlor, and sitting room (Figure
5). The living room is first encountered when entering from the front door at the northeast corner of house. To
the south of the living room is the kitchen. At the time the house was donated to OJT, the kitchen had been
upgraded to have running water and all modern appliances. During the house’s restoration, the kitchen was
returned to an early 1900s appearance; no water line is attached to the house.4 A small washroom is located
just off the kitchen to the west within the one-story portion of the house. Also to the west of the kitchen is the
dining room. A built in cabinet is located in the south wall. The north wall of the dining room contains a small
closet and a narrow winder-staircase to the upper level. The piano room is also accessed through the dining
room’s north wall. Finally, to the west of the piano room is the parlor.
The upper story is accessed by way of centrally located enclosed stairway (Figure 6). There are four
bedrooms, one directly above each of the following: living room, dining room, piano room, and parlor. Each
contains its own closet.

4

Early 1900s fixtures and appliances in this room include: sink with hand pump, stove, and icebox.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for State Register listing)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

X

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Period of Significance
1881 to 1927

Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:

X

A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Parsons, George (attributed)

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance begins with the year of initial construction, 1881, and ends in 1927 when the house’s current
form is documented to be intact.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
Because this house was removed from its original location, it is not eligible for listing in the National Register. However, the
th
design and construction of this house are representative of late 19 century architecture in Oskaloosa, and the house
retains sufficient integrity to be listed in the Register of Historic Kansas Places.
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Narrative Statement of Significance
Summary Paragraph

The Nincehelser House in Oskaloosa was begun in 1881. William Jefferson Nincehelser purchased the
property in January 1886. Over the years of Nincehelser ownership, the house was expanded several times. It
remained in the family until 1980 when it was relocated to Old Jefferson Town. Nincehelser was a successful
local businessman who specialized freighting. The Nincehelser House is nominated to the Register of Historic
Kansas Places under Criterion C for its local significance as a good example of late 19 th century Folk Victorian
architecture. Its period of significance, 1881 to 1927, includes the years the house was constructed through
the years it was altered.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Elaboration (Provide a brief history of the property and justify why this property is locally significant.)
Early Settlement in Jefferson County5
Kansas Territory was opened for settlement in May 1854. In August 1855 the Territorial Legislature
established 33 counties of which Jefferson County was one; Ozawkie was appointed the county seat. The
organization of the county into its townships did not come until March 1856, but several towns had already
been established. The site on the east side of Big Slough Creek where Oskaloosa was later established was
settled by Dr. James Noble in February 1855. Numerous settlers from Iowa, including Jesse Newell and
Joseph Fitsimons, arrived later that year. In 1856, Newell bought Noble’s farm, and Firtzimons bought land
adjacent to the Newell land. The pair then laid out a town of 40 acres which was similar to their former home of
Oskaloosa, Iowa, for which the new settlement was named.
The town got off to a slow start and was involved in violence around the Kansas-Missouri Border War. Two
skirmishes that took place near Oskaloosa occurred in September 1856: Battle of Slough Creek and Battle of
Hickory Point. Though the town of Ozawkie was appointed the first county seat, Oskaloosa won three county
seat elections, all held in 1858. By that the town was growing slowly and eventually had a dozen buildings,
including a hotel, post office, store, and saw mill. Numerous small houses were built and settlement by families
was taking off for Oskaloosa. By 1860 the county had a population of 4,459 people. In 1864 the legislature
again authorized a county seat election, which Oskaloosa again won. A courthouse was built in 1867. By 1880
6
when William Nincehelser arrived in town, the population had ballooned to 15,563 people.
William Nincehelser and Family
William Jefferson Nincehelser was born in Cable, Ohio on January 29, 1854, the same day Kansas became a
state. He was the second son of Henry and Elizabeth (Strohl) Nincehelser.7 When William moved to Jefferson
County in 1880, he worked for Charley Golden as a blacksmith in Oskaloosa. In 1882, when the Leavenworth,
Topeka, & Southwestern Railroad started running passenger service to Oskaloosa, Nincehelser turned to the
livery business. At first he was an assistant to Jim Sprague, a successful liveryman,8 but Nincehelser went into
business for himself in 1885 (Figure 7). When the Kansas City, Wyandotte & Northwestern Railroad came to
5

Information from William Cutler, History of the State of Kansas (Chicago: AT Andreas, 1883) [transcription online]; Internet; The Kansas Collection website http://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/jefferson/jefferson-cop11.html#OSKALOOSA_TOWNSHIP (accessed January 28, 2016).
6
The 2010 census shows a population of 19,126, the highest in the county’s history.
7
The Nincehelsers named their sons with Biblical names and names of U.S. presidents, thus the name William
Jefferson [document at Jefferson County Genealogy].
8
In his 1883 History of the State of Kansas, William Cutler offers this biographical sketch of James Sprague, ”In
1858 he came to Kansas, locating in Manhattan, and engaged in freighting for a few years, after which he took up his
abode Platte City, Mo. where he was favorably known in the livery business several years. He was also in the livery
business in Valley Falls and Leavenworth previous to coming to Oskaloosa.” Cutler,
http://www.kancoll.org/books/cutler/jefferson/jefferson-co-p13.html#BIOGRAPHICAL_SKETCHES_INSLEY-WORSWICK
(accessed 08/26/2015).
6
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the Oskaloosa area (missing the town by two miles) in 1887, Nincehelser serviced both railroads’ depots
(Figure 8). He had a team and buggy service, hack service including blacksmith service, and freight and
hauling service. A person could also hire a rig for $2.00 for within the county use or $3.00 for an adjacent
county. Young men could rent a team with a narrow seat buggy for $1.50 for courting.
William was successful businessman. A clipping from the Oskaloosa Times on March 30, 1894 states:
William Nincehelser has treated himself to a brand new hack (carriage) from Elkhart, Indiana Carriage
Works. It is one of those long-bodied fellows, almost as long as Will, capable of seating anywhere from
ten to fifteen, according to the size and disposition of its occupants. Will is making some substantial
improvements in his business and when he gets his new barn completed will have one of the most
complete stables in the state.
His livery stable, mentioned in the newspaper clipping, was located on the north side of the town square
(Figure 9).9 Sometime after 1920, Nincehelser became a coal dealer.10
When William and Minnie (Wendorff) Nincehelser moved into their house on Cherokee Street in 1886, they
11
had been married about one year. In 1887 their first child, May, was born. In all, the Nincehelsers had four
daughters: May, Maud (1889), Nell (1890), and Agnes (1897). All four girls attended Oskaloosa Public
Schools, graduated from Emporia State University, and became schoolteachers in Jefferson County.12 In
September 1939, William died at the age of 84. He and Minnie had been married for 54 years. Minnie lived
another nine years and passed at the age of 88 in 1948. May, Nell, and Agnes never married and continued to
live in the house until their deaths – May in 1969, Agnes in 1978, and Nell in 1980. The last daughter, Maud
(Nincehelser) Thompson, passed in 1984.
Nincehelser House
In 1881 George Parsons bought four lots in block nine at the southwest corner of Washington and Cherokee
streets, one block east of the Jefferson County courthouse. He began construction of a one-story, L-shaped
wood-frame house (Figure 10). Parsons and his wife, Elizabeth, owned the property until May 1884 when they
sold it to Dr. J.W. Balsley and his wife, Sarah.13 In 1886 William and Minnie purchased the house and began
residing here.14
Beginning in December 1892, the house was expanded, presumably to meet the needs of a growing family
(Figure 11).15 In 1893 three of the four Nincehelser daughters had been born. Changes to the one-story house
appear to be an addition on the north side and a one-story appendage on the southwest side of the house,
connected to the main house by a hyphen.

9

A two-story stone livery stable is indicated on lots four and five of block three (the block north of the courthouse
square) in the 1900 Sanborn map; the previous Sanborn, from 1893, shows these lots empty. The livery stable burned
down recently.
10
1930 U.S. Federal Census. Available online from Ancestry.com (accessed 08/26/2015). He is listed as a
liveryman in the 1920 Census.
11
William and Minnie married October 21, 1885. Minnie Wendorff was born and raised in the Winchester (Kansas)
area. Oskaloosa Independent (October 24, 1885). This clipping also says they will “occupy their residence opposite Dr.
Balsley’s place.”
12
May served as county superintendent of schools for a few years. She is also listed as the Census enumerator
for the 1930 Census in Oskaloosa.
13
Oskaloosa Independent (June 7, 1884); Quit Claim deed, May 31, 1884. Sarah Balsley’s nickname was Sadie.
She was a member of the first all-woman city council of the United States in April 1888. This council was dubbed the
“Petticoat Council” by the New York Times.
14
Deed dated January 6, 1886.
15
Oskaloosa Independent (December 1892). “Wm. Nincehelser is building a large addition to his residence which
will add to the looks and convenience of his home very much.”
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By 1927 the house’s current form appears to be mostly intact.16 In 1912 the two-story frame house is shown
on the Sanborn Fire Insurance map with one-story porches on the east (currently the north) elevation (Figure
4). The appendage to the southwest of the house was replaced with a larger one-story frame addition with
porch. This southwestern addition was slightly expanded between 1912 and 1927. Additionally, in 1927 a bay
window appears on the south (now east) elevation and a one-story porch is shown on the west elevation
(Figure 12).
The Nincehelser House is a variant of the gable-front-and-wing Folk Victorian. As architectural historian
Virginia McAlester writes:
The style is defined by the presence of Victorian decorative detailing on simple folk house forms, which
are generally much less elaborated than the Victorian styles that they attempt to mimic. … Most Folk
Victorian houses have some Queen Anne spindle work detailing but are differentiated from true Queen
Anne examples by the presence of symmetrical facades and by their lack of the textured and varied
wall surfaces characteristic of the Queen Anne.17
The Nincehelser House began as simple one-story gable-front-and-wing, expanding into a symmetrical twostory cross plan with minimal decorative features. Like other Folk Victorians, the decorative elements are
found in the porch details and the scrollwork in the gable ends.
Similar homes in Oskaloosa are Judge Dennis Reiling’s home on 600 block of Union Street and other
Victorian home at the 100 block of Madison Street. Both these homes compare to the style and décor of the
Nincehelser home and were built during the same time period.
Old Jefferson Town
Old Jefferson Town is a collection of vintage buildings from different locations throughout the county. They are
preserved as a historical town of early day Jefferson county settlements. Plans for this village of yesteryear
began in 1967 when the Jefferson County Historical Society accepted the gift of 4.5 acres from Bill and Betty
Leech. In 1988, the family donated another five acres for a native grass and wild flower prairie. Old Jefferson
Town was named from the old-time reference made regarding this county as Ol’ Jefferson. The village now
has ten buildings and a sculpture.
The Nincehelser House was moved to OJT in 1980 after the death of Nell. Nell donated the house and its
belongings to Jefferson County Historical Society because she felt the house would be a good contribution to
the newly established Old Jefferson Town. Nell was the last Nincehelser to live in the house. Sister Maud
Thompson donated approximately $25,000 to help with the moving expenses; she also donated several
additional furnishings. The house opened to the public in May 1981, and Maud was able to visit the house in
its new location before her death in 1984.
To create the house museum, period furnishings supplied by the Nincehelser family were used. More modern
furnishings were replaced with donated and purchased pieces representing the years from the early 1900s
18
through World War I.

16

The 1900 Sanborn shows no change from the 1893 Sanborn.
Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), 398.
18
The curtains and shades throughout the house were replaced, but the lamps, vases, pictures and other
miscellaneous memorabilia came with the house. In the dining room, everything (table, chairs, highchair, ironing board,
crocks, utensils) except the teacart belonged to the Nincehelsers. All of the bedroom furniture (except for one bed) was
Mr. and Mrs. Nincehelsers when they set up house in 1885. The daughters used the beds until their deaths; blue and white
quilt that was made by Mrs. Nincehelser for each daughter rests on the beds. The Nincehelser daughters did many of the
watercolor paintings displayed in the house. (Their art teacher was Alice Worswick of Oskaloosa, who also taught John
Steuart Curry.)
8
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

Less than one

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1

39.212209

-95.310290

Latitude:

Longitude:

Latitude:

Longitude:

2

3
Latitude:

Longitude:

4
Latitude:

Longitude:

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
The boundary of this nomination includes only the Nincehelser House.
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
This boundary was selected because the house has been relocated; its integrity of setting and location have been lost.
11. Form Prepared By
name/title

Margaret Dick, President; KSHS edits

organization Jefferson County Historical Society

date January 2016

street & number 2253 Oak Rd.

telephone (785) 766-6342

city or town Perry

state KS

e-mail

zip code 66073
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Photographs
Photograph Log
Name of Property:

Nincehelser House at Old Jefferson Town

City or Vicinity:

Oskaloosa

County:

Jefferson

State:

Kansas

Photographer:

Julie Blichmann (unless otherwise noted)

Date
Photographed:

June 2015

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera:
001 of 021: North (front) elevation.
002 of 021: East and north elevations, looking SW.
003 of 021: South and east elevations, looking NW.
004 of 021: South (back) elevation.
005 of 021: West and south elevations, looking NE.
006 of 021: North and west elevations, looking SE.
007 of 021: Gable decoration.
008 of 021: Etched glass in front door.
009 of 021: Living room, looking east.
010 of 021: Kitchen, looking east.
011 of 021: Kitchen, looking NW (dining room through left door; living room through right door) [KSHS, March 2013].
012 of 021: Washroom, looking west.
013 of 021: Dining room, looking SE (kitchen through door on left).
014 of 021: Door in north wall of dining room, leading to upper level, looking west [KSHS, March 2013].
015 of 021: Piano room, looking south.
016 of 021: Piano room, looking NE.
017 of 021: Parlor, looking west.
018 of 021: White (north) bedroom, looking NE.
019 of 021: Blue (east) bedroom, looking east.
020 of 021: Pink (south) bedroom, looking SE.
021 of 021: Green (west) bedroom, looking NW.
Figures
Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below.
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Figure 1. May 2015 Google aerial of Oskaloosa, showing current location of house. North is up; no scale.

39.212209, -95.31029
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Figure 2. May 2015 Google aerial of Oskaloosa, showing approximate historic location (506 Cherokee) and
current location (OJT) of the house. North is up; no scale.

Current location, OJT
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Figure 3. May 2015 Google aerial, showing Nincehelser House. North is up; no scale.
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Figure 4. 1912 Sanborn map, showing Nincehelser House at 5th & Cherokee.
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Figure 5. Sketch plan of main level. Not to scale.

Figure 6. Sketch plan of upper level. Not to scale.
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Figure 7. Advertisement for Nincehelser’s business from the 1916 Standard Atlas of Jefferson County,
Kansas, page 78.
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Figure 8. Snippet of Oskaloosa Township from the 1916 Standard Atlas of Jefferson County, Kansas, page
44, showing the location of the Oskaloosa Station about a mile northeast of the town.
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Figure 9. [Photo at Jefferson County Genealogy 1897 ]
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Figure 10. Snippet of the 1885 Sanborn. A one-story, wood-frame house is depicted in the location of the
Nincehelser House (circled on the map).
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Figure 11. Snippet of the 1893 Sanborn.
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Figure 12. Snippet of the 1927 Sanborn.
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Figure 13. Undated photo of the Nincehelser House.

22

