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At the height of its activity, Shawnee Mission was an establishment of
2,000 acres with 16 buildings, including the three large brick structures
whlch still stand, and an enrollment of nearly 200 Indian boys and girls.
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The West Bu11d1ng was the flrst permanent structure at the mission.
Thomas Johnson, superintendent of the mission, moved his family to the new
building in 1839, and school began the same month. Another building,
twenty feet square, was erected in the rear and in 1840 the two were
joined by seventy-foot walls to make a dining hall seating 200 persons.
In later years fifty feet at the end of the West Building were removed.
An "historic" porch was reconstructed in 1968, but subsequent research
indicates no such porch existed west of the M1351551pp1 in the 1840's.
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The East Bu11d1ng, 100x30 feet and twofgtdrles h1gh was built in 1841. It
contained fourteen school and lodging rooms for teachers and children. The
chapel occupied part of the first floor, and the attic was the boys'
dormitory.
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The North Building was erected in 1845 to accommodate increased enrollment.
It was 100x20 feet, two stories high, with a piazza across the entire

length except at the ends.

The building was divided into connecting rooms which were used as the

~girls' school and dormitory. At one time Johnson and his family lived here
as well.

The schocl was abandoned in 1864 and for the next sixty years the buildings
served variously as Union Army barracks, a dance hall, dairy bottling plant,
apartments and a boarding house. In 1927 the state bought the three
remaining buildings and began restoration work and landscaping on the 12-
acre grounds. The West Building has become the caretaker's residence, and
many interior alterations have been made. The East and North Buildings are
museums. Some rooms have been authentically restored and refurnished.
Others are incongruous in style of refurnishing. These rooms were done in
the 1930's and '40's by private historical societies. The grounds have been
attractively landscaped, with no attempt at historic reconstruction. A
brick garage was built behind the North Building about 1935.
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