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5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

x

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

private
public - Local
public - State
public - Federal

x

building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
4
2
1
0
7

Noncontributing
0
0
0
0
0

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
None
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

Current Functions

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

7. Description
Architectural Classification

Materials

LATE VICTORIAN

foundation:

OTHER: National Folk

walls:

STONE, WOOD, METAL

roof:

COMPOSITE, METAL

(Enter categories from instructions.)

(Enter categories from instructions.)

STONE, CONCRETE

other:

2

United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an
Name of Property

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No. 1024-0018

Douglas County, Kansas

County and State

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property. Describe contributing and
noncontributing resources, if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general
characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, method of construction, setting, size, and significant
features. Indicate whether the property has historic integrity.)

Summary
The Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an is located in the Willow Springs Township of Douglas County,
Kansas, a generally agricultural community. The property consists of four contributing buildings, two
contributing sites, and one contributing structure. This property is nominated under the Historic Agriculture
Related Resources of Kansas. The contributing resources within the property include the farmhouse (ca. 1869
original stone house, ca. 1900 addition, ca. 1950 addition), barn (ca. 1890), outbuilding (ca. 1920), garage (ca.
1920), WPA Pond (ca. 1935), south pond (ca. 1940), and stone well (ca. 1860). There are two resources
located near the property; however, they are not included because they are outside the period of significance
and the defined historic boundary: the hay barn (ca. 1965), and loafing shed (ca. 1965). Resources on the
historic farmstead and in the boundary, are in a range of conditions from good to fair. The Farmstead retains a
high degree of integrity in location, setting, design, and use of local stone materials.
______________________________________________________________________________
Elaboration
The Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an was originally 160 acres and has been divided into two 80acres tracts over history, but then also reunited and re-divided within the family. The Farmstead is located in
the southeast portion of the Willow Springs Township, northwest quadrant of Section 12, Range XIX East,
currently accessible by N. 150 Rd. on the north edge of the property. The surrounding properties are also
farmsteads. All of the resources in the inventory are located in the south 80-acres of the property (Fig. 1). The
original 160 acres is now bordered on the north by N 200 Road and to the south by North 150 Road. To the
east and west, there are no roads, and the property is bordered by fields on the east and a heavily treed area
to the west. Geographically, the property is split by a spring-fed creek located approximately 500 yards from
the south border and 375 yards from the north border. The creek flows from east to west and historically joined
with Ottawa Creek (see Figure 2). Within the creek, a pond, dam and erosion control were created by the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) as part of the Works Progress Administration (WPA). Topographically, the
property is relatively consistence in grade. Areas around the creek are the lowest elevations on the property,
the highest elevation is the southeast area.
In general, the north 80 acres has more trees and less fields, whereas the south 80 acres has more fields with
hedgerows planted along the east property line and along the west edge of the southeast field. There is a
smaller hedgerow, likely planted as a wind break, about 250’ north of the farmhouse and this adjoins with the
hedgerow that borders the southeast field. A detailed description of the land use in the 1930s describes “In the
1930’s 80 acres was pasture for a dairy herd of cattle plus two draft horses used to till the other 80 acres.
Crops were oats, wheat, milo, kafer [sic] corn, corn, soybeans and hay. All used to feed the cattle and horses.
A [sic] orchard with apple, pear, and peach trees was north of the house that was 1 acre in size. A vegetable
garden, 30’x100’, was North of the house.” (see Figure 4). Changes to the landscape occurred after the
introduction of tractor equipment (as opposed to horse-drawn) in the mid-1940s. This was followed in the
change from dairy heard to beef cattle and horses in the early 1950s where crops were changed to just pasture
and hay fields.
The historic resources are primarily located in the center of the property (in east-west direction) and are closest
to the south border, approximately 500’ from North 150 Road. The farmhouse is accessed from a long drive
from North 150 Road. The barn and other structures are all clustered near the farmhouse. The south pond is
3

United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No. 1024-0018

Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an
Name of Property

Douglas County, Kansas

County and State

located a little farther from the farmhouse, and the north pond is the farthest away from the farmhouse. A
description remembering the 1930’s Farmstead as compared to today describes the buildings as follows: “A
corn crib 20’x30’ in field west of house, no longer existing. A garage West of house, existing. A chicken
brooder house by walnut tree West of house, no longer existing. East of the house a smokehouse, existing.
East of the house and west of the barn a chicken house later torn down in the 1974 and a pole shed, open on
the south, existing. The barn, existing. The barn house cattle and horses plus feed for the animals. A shed
open o the south on the east side of the barn built in the 1960s that was destroyed by the wind in the 1970’s. A
pole barn, for hay, in the field east of the barn was built in the 1970’s, existing. In the areas south and east of
the barn a shed, 15’x30’ with pens on the southside, was built in the 1920’s later in the 1960’s replaced by a
pole shed open on the south, existing.” (see Figure 3).
Historic Integrity
Overall, the Farmstead district is in good condition. The fields are still actively used for agriculture, the lawns
are mowed and landscaping is tended to. The buildings, though some are in fair condition, are maintained and
the farmhouse is in excellent condition and useable as a residence. Additions to the district are in keeping with
agricultural needs and in-scale with the features on the property. The Farmstead retains a high degree of
integrity in design as there have been minimal modern-day additional and modifications. The farmhouse can
be used as a residence, the barn can be used for a barn, other outbuildings can be or are being used for their
intended agricultural purpose. The Farmstead retains a high degree of integrity of materials, especially with
the use of native stone on the farmhouse, well, and CCC work in the creek. The barn retains original wood
siding and has not been re-clad. Similarly, the workmanship of the farmhouse and buildings is retained and the
hand-made quality of construction is visible in joinery, craft and selection of local materials. The Farmstead
continues to be a working farm. Crops are still grown; cattle are held on the property. Though highway 59 is
less than a mile west of the property, the sounds and view of the vehicles are unnoticeable from the property.
The agricultural atmosphere is retained and the feeling of a historic Farmstead is felt in the context of the
property. The Farmstead has been in continuous ownership of the same family since 1860 to present date.
This is a significant characteristic as it connects the property to the agricultural growth and early development
of the farm.
Inventory of Resources
Property Name
1. Farmhouse
2. Barn
3. Outbuilding
4. Garage
5. WPA Pond
6. South Pond
7. Stone well

Type
Building
Building
Building
Building
Site
Site
Structure

Date of Construction
c. 1869, c. 1900, c. 1950
c. 1890
c. 1920
c. 1920
c. 1935
c. 1965
c. 1860

Eligibility
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
Contributing

1. Farmhouse
Contributing Building
(ca. 1869 original stone house, ca. 1900 addition, ca. 1950 addition)
The farmhouse has three distinct parts, the 1869 side-gabled stone I-house, the 1900 gabled addition, and
the 1950 one-story shed roof, mudroom/entry and bathroom addition on the east elevation. The stone Ihouse faces south and is the full width of the front (south) elevation, whereas the back (north) elevation is
comprised of the 1900 additions; a two-story component creating a “T” shape with the 1869 structure, and a
one-and-a-half-story component with east-west gable orientation. The 1950 addition is only visible on the
east elevation and is a 1-story shed which includes a bathroom and mudroom entry.
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It is most likely, though no documentation could be found, that the foundation of the original stone
Farmhouse was originally a “dugout” or primitive living quarters and constructed with stone, featuring
windows on the south elevation, a stair, and a fireplace on the east side. These amenities are very similar to
documented dugout quarters where the occupant would literally dig a hole in the earth, line it with stone, and
place their wagon on top of the quarters until more suitable arrangements could be made. On top of this
foundation, a rectangular structure of Haskell limestone emerged. The “dugout” or basement is
approximately 10’ in depth and still accessible by a stair on the east side of the building. The foundation is
stone with parge-coated cellar walls and a concrete floor. The original stone fireplace is on the east side.
The original Haskell limestone dwelling was a rectangular, two-story structure, oriented west to east,
approximately 30’x20’ with a gable roof, pitched to the north and south, now clad in composite shingles.
Later additions include a two-story wood-framed, somewhat “L” shaped volume attached to the north façade
and turning toward the east, and a small, one-story wood-frame mudroom entry on the east façade.
The stone house is an I-shape with a side-gable roof, and the south façade (primary façade) is symmetrical
with a small wooden porch in the center framing the doorway with a one-over-one window on either side at
both levels. The porch is accessed by four painted wooden steps, the landing is painted wood tongue and
grooved. A singled stone step/threshold is at the wooden entry door. Flanking the sides of the porch are two
stone piers topped with two Doric wooden columns supporting the wood roof with composite shingles. Two
pipe rails are on each side of the wooden stairs. The gable end of the porch roof faces south and is faced
with shiplap wood siding. Directly above the porch is a wooden gable wall dormer with ornamental scalloped
shingles. A large window, similar in scale to the first-floor windows, is in the dormer. In symmetry, there are
two basement level fixed windows, two large first floor double-hung windows, and two-second floor double
hung windows. All windows were replaced around 2005, but they have original wood frames. The basement
windows are each topped by a large stone lintel. The first-floor windows have large stone lintels, and smaller
pitched to drain toward the center line of the building, sills. The second-floor windows have smaller stone
lintels and sills also pitched to drain toward the center line of the building. All the stone is fieldstone masonry
construction in ashlar bond that has been repointed at some point, the south façade with beaded joints.
The west façade has two distinctive parts, the side-gable end of the stone structure and the wood-framed,
two-story1900 addition extending from the center of the stone portion. The 1869 portion is symmetrical with
the distinctive stacked stone chimney in the center. Directly adjacent and flanking the chimney on the
second floor are two large double-hung windows (replacement). Topping each window is a large stone lintel.
There are smaller stone sills, but they are not pitched to drain as the ones on the south façade. The stone is
repointed, but with a grapevine joint differing from the south façade. The wood frame ca. 1900 addition on
the west façade has a stone foundation and is clad in painted wood shiplap siding. A wooden gable wall
dormer with ornamental scalloped shingles is located off-center toward the north. A large double-hung wood
window (replacement) is in the dormer. The dormer is very similar in design and detail to the dormer on the
south façade indicating that the west dormer was either inspired by the south dormer, or that the south
dormer was an addition or updated to match the west façade at the time of its construction. . There is a
small double hung window (replacement) located on the second floor. A single double-hung (replacement)
window is located at the first floor; it is slightly off-center from the dormer/window above and narrower.
The north façade is composed of two volumes; the one on the west is a two-story, gable end of the ca. 1900
addition, the volume on the east (also ca 1900) is one-and-a-half-story structure with east-west gable
orientation it protrudes north about six feet beyond the other volume. Both are wood frame and clad in
painted wood shiplap siding. The west 1900 portion has a stone foundation, and the east 1900 portion has a
concrete foundation. The east 1900 portion has one double-hung window (replacement) at the first floor offcenter to the west. There are two vented openings; one at the gabled end of the east 1900 portion and one
at the return of the west 1900 portion as it joins the other. Brick chimneys rise above the west 1900 portion
gable end, and the east 1900 portion gable end
The east façade has all three eras of construction visible. Starting at the south end is, the original stone
building features symmetrically placed double-hung windows (replacement) on the gable end at the second
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floor. The windows have large stone lintels and smaller stone sills (not pitched to drain). A brick chimney
rises above this gable end, also on-center. The masonry on this portion is repointed with a grapevine joint.
The two-story ca. 1900 addition is visible at the upper level, where it protrudes above the ca. 1950 one-story
entry. There is one small double-hung window (replacement) located approximately on center. Above this
window is a small, wood dormer completed in 2021. The ca. 1950 addition consists of a one-story shed-roof
entry/mudroom and bathroom which connects the 1869 portion to the 1900 additions. The one-story shedroof entry has one wood door and one small double hung window (partially converted and replacement).
The 1950 addition is wood framed and clad in painted wood shiplap siding. It has a concrete foundation and
a small poured concrete pad connects the 1950 addition door to the one concrete step leading into the 1900
addition north portion entry. Inside the one-story entry, a well-worn stone threshold/step leads into the
original stone structure. The one-and-a-half-story 1900 addition is located on the north end of the east
elevation. There is a double-hung window located north of center, and a brick chimney rises above the
gable end. A wood door, accessible from the one concrete step from the concrete pad, is located on the
south facing return of the 1900 addition.
The interior arrangement of rooms remains nearly intact from dates of construction/additions added. The
original stone portion of the house is divided into two rooms on each floor, one currently used for the kitchen
on the first floor, and upstairs the space is split into bedrooms. The ca. 1900 addition is used as living space
on the first floor and bedroom space on the second floor. The ca. 1950 addition is a bathroom on the first
floor.
The interior materials and finishes consist largely of painted original plaster walls in most rooms and historic
wood baseboards and trim around openings, doors and door casing remain. The original stone building has
cork floor which are on top of the original hardwood floors. The kitchen has been renovated in 2020 and is
contemporary in design. The cabinets (made from walnut off the farm), marble countertops, sink, new
appliances ca. 2018. Downstairs bathroom was renovated in 2018 with new toilet, washer/dryer, pedestal
sink, shower, flooring. In 2020, the wood paneling upstairs was removed and restored to original look of
plaster in hallways, bathroom, one bedroom, and one storage room. The upstairs bathroom was renovated
in 2020-21 with new dormer, window, new toilet, sink, free standing bathtub, flooring. The ca. 1900 addition
has hardwood floors and a contemporary drop ceiling. The bedrooms have contemporary hardwood floors
which are on top of original hardwood floors About half of the original hardwood floors throughout the
farmhouse are covered by replacement flooring.
The interior retains a high degree of integrity with layout and retention of some historic wood baseboard,
trims, doors and door casings. Over half of the original wood floors are covered by contemporary flooring,
the walls and ceilings also have new finishes in over half of the farmhouse.
The farmhouse is the most notable feature on the Farmstead. It is the oldest surviving structure and is in
excellent condition. The farmhouse holds a high degree of integrity in design, materials, and workmanship.
Though there were later additions to the farmhouse from the original 1869 stone structure, the additions
have become part of the story and history of the property. The use of the local limestone for the construction
of the 1869 portion shows the beauty of the natural material and skillful early masonry work. The stacked
stone chimney on the west façade is a unique and whimsical feature. The use of stone also provides a nice
contrast to the later wood frame and wood clad additions in the 1900 and 1950. The wood frame additions
are well-scaled to the original stone building, and retain details such as the scalloped siding on the dormers.
2. Barn (ca. 1890)
Contributing Building
Located approximately 170’ northeast of the farmhouse, the barn is composed of a rectangular volume
running lengthwise east to west, approximately 30’x35’ rising two stories topped by a gable roof, with a onestory shed-roof extension on the west extending approximately 20 additional feet. The foundation is stone,
and the barn is composed of local timber, walnut framing with peg connections; the roof is a metal standing
seam installed in the late 1950s. Inside, the large two-story volume has a hayloft area in the upper half, with
a pulley system still intact. The one-story extension has a shed roof, inside the space is divided into milking
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stalls. There are doors/openings to the barn on the south façade, including two Dutch doors and one sliding
barn door. There is one access door to the hayloft on the south façade. On the north façade, there are two
sets of Dutch doors and one pair of barn doors. There is a wood framed, corrugated metal clad garage/shed
structure attached to the west portion of the barn. This structure is rectangular, approximately 12’x24’,
running lengthwise east to west. It has a slightly sloped corrugated metal shed roof pitched from south to
north. This is a 1970’s addition to the historic barn, and not a contributing addition to the barn.
Overall, the barn is in fair condition, but retains a high degree of integrity. The historic volume and shape of
the barn has been retained and is indicative of a “Gable-Roof” barn type with broad-side opening (as
opposed to gable-end openings). The east gable has a small haymow that is also a distinctive feature. The
retention of the original stone foundation, wood framing and connections, and exterior wood cladding all
retain a high degree for original material usage.
3. Outbuilding (Smokehouse) (ca. 1920)
Contributing Building
Sited halfway between the farmhouse and barn, this outbuilding is a one-story, rectangular shaped building
with a gable roof pitched to drain to the east and west. The main structure is approximately 13’x10’, running
lengthwise from north to south. The outbuilding is wood frame construction clad in tongue and grooved
vertical board sheathing. It has composite shingle roofing. The south elevation has wood doors. This
building was used as a smokehouse to cure meats until 1936. After that it was converted into a storage area
on the East side (dirt floor) and West side (wood floor) was a laundry room using a one-cylinder motor
washer. After rural electrification the structure was converted into a storage area for garden tools.
To the north, a small shed addition extends an additional 7’. The shed has corrugated metal sheathing and
roof, it is open to the west, and the roof is pitched to the east. This small shed addition appears to be from
the same era of construction as other 1960s and 1970s structures. It is not a contributing feature to the
outbuilding.
The outbuilding is in fair to good condition. It has integrity in its original massing, and the retention of the
tongue and grooved vertical board sheathing. It also provides context for the Farmstead, exhibiting an
example of the ancillary buildings necessary as part of farm life.
4. Garage (ca. 1920)
Contributing Building
Located less than 50’ west from the farmhouse, the garage is a one-story, rectangular building oriented
lengthwise from north to south. It is approximately 15’x18’ in dimension. The structure is wood frame clad in
corrugated metal sheathing on the north, west, and east façades and tongue and grooved vertical board
sheathing on the south façade. It has a gabled corrugated metal roof pitched to drain on east and west.
There is a horizontal rolling door on the south elevation. Located at the southwest corner of the structure, an
approximately 12’x8’ shed adjoins the garage. The shed portion is wood framed, clad in corrugated metal,
and open on the south elevation.
The garage is in fair to good condition. It has integrity in its original massing, and the retention of the tongue
and grooved vertical board sheathing. It also provides context for the Farmstead, exhibiting an example of
the ancillary buildings necessary as part of farm life.
5. WPA Pond (ca. 1935)
Contributing Site
Located almost 650’ northeast of the farmhouse, an earthen limestone dam is located at the south end of
the north pond. The pond is approximately ½ acre in size, but does change in volume based on
precipitation. The dam was originally constructed by the CCC as part of the WPA efforts. The purpose of the
pond was to help retain water during a drought. The dam is approximately 10’ tall and spans about 25’ from
east to west. The south side of the dam is about a foot above grade on the east and west sides, but drops in
the center between abutments. The north side of the dam drops about 10’ to grade. It is reinforced on the
north side with two stepped stone masonry abutments. This design, with the tiered crest heights, allowed for
water to flow between the two abutments. The west abutment is partially filled on the west side with earth.
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The pond has a spillway at the north end, with an elevation change of approximately 15’ over 150’ to the
north, then changes course turning to the west. At this turn, there are two erosion control stone retaining
walls constructed similar to the dam. The first is smaller, about 5’ is visible rising about 2’ above the grade.
The second is larger and “T” shaped with an approximately 4’ tall retaining wall against the embankment
and one abutment similar to the dam extending out about 10’. It is possible that portions of these erosion
control structures are covered by soil or debris, limiting some visibility.
The pond retains excellent integrity and minimal deterioration. The limestone dam is in fair condition, the
stone masonry has some damage and deterioration, there is soil erosion around the dam. The smaller
limestone retaining walls to the north of the pond are in fair to poor condition. They have some settlement
and erosion damage. The masonry components retain a high degree of integrity for the use of local stone
and the engineering achievements of the CCC.
6. South Pond (ca. 1930s)
Contributing Site
The south pond is located approximately 300’ southeast from the farmhouse. It is spring fed and ovalshaped with the long sides on the east and west. The pond is approximately ¼ acre in size, though the
water content can vary with drought. It is important because is part of the timeline of development for a
family farmstead. A 1937 aerial photo of the Farmstead shows the pond, so its construction was complete
prior to that date. The pond is in excellent condition and holds a high degree of integrity as part of the
agricultural use and setting for the Farmstead.
7. Stone Well (ca. 1860)
Contributing Structure
The stone well is located approximately 10’ from the east side of the farmhouse. The well depth is 80’, and it
was hand-dug, lined with local stone. Currently, a concrete pad surrounds the well with a heavy metal
covering. The pump now located a little farther south on the lawn was the original pump when the windmill
was the source of power (late 1800s). The pump on the well currently was used when rural electrification
occurred (1942).. The well is in excellent condition. It retains a high degree of integrity as it was an
important element to the beginning of the Farmstead.
Overall, the farmstead retains its historic integrity, and each property retains its character defining features
and elements that make them contributing to the farmstead/district. The location and setting of the
farmstead has not changed. The original and historic materials, designs, and workmanship are evident
throughout the property and each key feature. The farmstead still represents and feels like it has historically,
and is still associated with Kansas agricultural history.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing.)

x

Areas of Significance
AGRICULTURE

A

Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Period of Significance

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Significant Dates

D

Ca. 1860 - 1960

Ca. 1860

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
A

Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B

removed from its original location.

C

a birthplace or grave.

D

a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F

a commemorative property.

G

less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Architect/Builder
Unknown

Period of Significance (justification)
The Period of Significance begins in circa 1860 with the original 160-acres parcel being pre-empted to Thomas
McQuillian. Other significant dates include the construction of the various contributing buildings and structures to
the Farmstead. The last addition to the farmhouse was completed in 1950. Around that time, the farm transitioned
from dairy herd to beef cattle and horses. Crops were reduced to pasture and hay fields.
Criteria Considerations (justification)
N/A
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Narrative Statement of Significance
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period
of significance, and any applicable criteria considerations.)
Summary
The Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places as part of the Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas multiple property nomination under
Criterion A for its local significance in the area of agricultural history. The original 160-acres property was
pre-empted to Thomas McQuillian in 1860. The entire 160-acres tract has remained within this original family
(though sometimes separated to different members) since its 1860 founding. The Farmstead offers a unique
study of the development of a working farmstead over several generations. Though buildings and structures
are from different periods of time, the overlay of time is part of the story of the Farmstead. Overall historic
resources on the Farmstead retain integrity and range in condition from good to fair.
________________________________________________________________________
Elaboration
The Willow Springs Township
Prior to the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854, the area of Willow Springs Township was a territory “…reserved
for emigrant Indians who had relocated from the East and for indigenous tribes such as the Kansa and
Osage.” 1 The Kansas-Nebraska Act mandated “popular sovereignty,” meaning that the settlers of a territory
would be able to decide if they would be a pro-slavery or anti-slavery state. The Massachusetts Emigrant Aid
Company wanted to establish Kansas as an anti-slavery state. In its effort to do so, they sent parties of
emigrants to Lawrence, Kansas in Douglas County in August of 1854. Though Lawrence is located over ten
miles north of the McQuillian farmstead, the political and economic effects of the city also impacted the
Willow Springs Township.
The history and background of Willow Springs Township is concisely described in the “Report for the Natural,
Cultural and Historic Resources Reconnaissance Survey of Willow Springs Township, Douglas County,
Kansas”:
Douglas County and Willow Springs Township were primarily agricultural in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. Farmers in the late 1800s were clearly focused on subsistence
production but also raised items to sell. Nearly every farmstead in the Kansas Agricultural
censuses from this time shows at least one-half acre of potatoes, likely for home use.
Livestock nearly always included milch cows, horses, poultry and cattle. Fruit trees were
common. Farms raised mostly corn, wheat, rye and flax, but also harvested cultivated or
prairie grasses for hay. In the 1905 census, almost every farmstead sold butter, poultry
and/or eggs and either slaughtered animals or animals meant for slaughter. All of these
products were typical in the township and would have required farmstead outbuildings,
such as barns for animals or granaries and chicken houses. Examples of these
outbuildings are present throughout Willow Springs Township. In the first two decades of
the 1900s, the agricultural censuses reflect a trend away from subsistence farming toward
saleable production. Although nearly every farm had livestock and produced some butter,
the amounts per farm are generally lower than in earlier decades. Instead, farms in 1925
grew lots of corn and oats and raised much more poultry. Much more milk was also sold in
the township than in previous censuses. These trends likely led to the deterioration of
earlier storage buildings and the construction of milk houses, more silos and larger
chicken houses.According to Dennis Domer, the population of WST peaked at around
1500 residents in 1885. During that time, WST farmsteads usually had many buildings and
were self-sufficient, cultivating produce and raising livestock for subsistence, as well as for
Deon Wolfenbarger & Dale Nimz, “National Register of Historic Places, Historic Resources of Lawrence, Douglas
County, KS” (National Register, 1997).
1
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sale. With the mechanization of farming and movement of the population to urban areas,
farms became smaller and the township’s population declined dramatically. By 1930, the
WST population had dropped by one-third and continued until around 1990. The
township’s population reached 1409 in 2000 and 1500 in 2014.7 This may be due to the
division of farmsteads into smaller parcels during the late 20th century, making rural
properties ideal for commuters to the nearby cities of Lawrence, Ottawa and Baldwin. 2
An unpublished thesis by Dennis Domer, provides additional information regarding the 160 Farmstead as a
feature in Willow Springs:
On the prairie the 160 acre farm was a half-mile long, and it was considered the ideal
size farm for the prairie economy. Although only about 25% of the landowners in Willow
Springs Township ever attained this ideal size farm or larger, 54% of landowners
attained farms 80 acres or more. The 80-acre-or-more farmscape ideally creates at least
a quarter-mile distance between farms but the distance between farmhouse on this
Willow Springs farmscape was a half-mile or more. The average number of farmhouse
per square mile in Willow Springs was less than four during the fruition of the prairie
landscape. Thus, there were many lonely farmhouses in a 19th century landscape of
relatively large farms, and the wide dispersion of these houses enhance the sense of
distance on the prairie. 3
Thomas McQuillian
Thomas McQuillian, traveling from Wisconsin, settled in Willow Springs in 1856, 4 soon after the
Massachusetts Emigrant Aid Company came to Douglas County. Thomas was born in County Derry, Ireland,
on April 22, 1817. 5 He came to America sometime during 1840-1847, presumably with some of his family as
his sisters also lived on the farmstead at various times. McQuillian was pre-empted his homestead in 1860
though originally “The 160-acre tract had been granted to Elias Gibson as bounty land for serving in the
Georgia Militia in the Florida War between the Indians and the states. When Elias Gibson failed to meet the
pre-emption requirements, the land was pre-empted by Thomas McQuillan.” 6 See Figure 6 for a copy of the
original deed for the property stamped by James Buchanan, President of the United States, in 1860. After
Thomas took ownership of the property, it is likely he began the construction of the basement dugout and
began occupying the property. His sister Margaret, at some point, lived with him on the property until her
death in 1882. 7 Within the same year as Margaret’s death, Anastasia “Anna” McQuillian McCarthy, a sister of
Thomas, and her two children, Catherine (b. 1864) and Thomas (b. unknown year), moved from Wisconsin to
the farmstead. 8 At some point after arrival, Thomas McCarthy began to work for the Santa Fe Railway
machine shops in Topeka, Kansas. He returned to the farmstead in 1893, possibly to take over farming if
Thomas McQuillian was ill at this time. 9
Thomas McQuillian died in 1894; the Farmstead was in probate for several years after Thomas McQuillian’s
death but was retained by his sister Anastasia. 10 Anastasia moved back to Wisconsin after Thomas
McQuillian’s death, but Catherine and Thomas McCarthy continued to live on the farmstead. In 1901,
2
Susan Jezak Ford, “Report for the Natural, Cultural and Historic Resources Reconnaissance Survey of Willow Springs
Township, Douglas County, Kansas,” September 14, 2017,
file:///C:/Users/aevdr/Desktop/Revisions/Willow%20Springs%20Recon%20survey%20final%20report_.pdf.
3
Dennis Domer, “Commons on the Prairie” (M.A. Thesis, George Washington University, 1990).
4
Hernly and Associates, “Willow Springs Township Intensive Survey Report,” n.d.
5
Carol Buhler Francis et al., “Douglas County, Kansas, Family Histories, 1991-1992,” 1994. p. 357.
6
Ibid
7
Ibid p. 358
8
Ibid pp. 224-225
9
The Baldwin Ledger, January 13, 1893, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
10
The Baldwin Ledger, July 13, 1894, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
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Anastasia deeded the 80-acre south portion, including the farmstead structures, to Thomas and his wife,
Julia Costigan. In April of 1900, Catherine McCarthy married Emile Henon. 11 After they were married,
Catherine moved from the farmstead to the home of Emile’s parents, John Victor Henon and Mary Jane
Averill Henon, a farm in south Douglas County near Wellsville. 12 Anastasia McCarthy deeded the north 80acres of the Farmstead to Emile and Catherine in 1902. 13 Catherine and Emile had two daughters, Matilda
Jean (b. Dec. 8, 1901) and Lillian Ann (b. May 19, 1904). 14
McQuillian Farmstead after 1900
In June of 1909, Julia McCarthy died, leaving Thomas with their seven-year-old daughter. 15 Julia is buried at
Mt. Calvary Cemetery, Prairie City, Kansas. She shares a headstone with Thomas and Margret McQuillian
(her uncle and aunt in-laws). 16 Thomas McCarthy moved from the McQuillian farmstead to Milwaukee,
Wisconsin around 1909 and rented the property to Mr. J. P. Bluebaker (this name is also spelled “Brubaker”
in some news reports). 17
In March of 1910, Catherine McCarthy Henon died. She had been ill for four years, leaving Emile with their
two daughters. They were living in LeLoup at this time. 18 Emile remarried in March 1911 to Euphema Barnes
(also a widow). 19 Emile Henon bought the south 80-acres and Farmstead from Thomas McCarthy in 1912
and moved with his family to the property in 1913. 20 This action recombined the original 160-acre tract. Upon
moving to the McQuillian farmstead, Emile removed a tenant house located at Joe Griffith’s property to the
north side of the farmstead. 21 This may have been the first addition to the original stone building or a different
addition that was later removed. The newspaper notes that Emile “…is making some extensive
improvements on this new farm west of town. He is making a stucco house and will install a hot water system
as well as complete sanitary plumbing.” 22 The “stucco house” referred to was either later demolished or an
inaccurate description as it does not currently exist.
Emilie Henon daughters both attended the nearby school “Number 10”. 23 Emilie Henon served as clerk of the
school in 1915. 24 Matilda and Lillian were popular and often noted for calling on and entertaining at the
Farmstead friends and neighbors in the local papers. 25 Lilian moved from the Farmstead to Topeka, and in
the late 1930s to Elmira, New York, after marrying Joseph Cornelius. 26 As a young adult, Matilda moved to
Edgerton, Kansas, to live with an aunt and work at the telephone company. She met and married in January
1923, Millard Brian Jackson a maintenance foreman for the Santa Fe Railway. 27 They moved to Clare,
Kansas, and had their daughter Mildred Delores on July 1, 1926. 28 When Emile died in February 1928,
“McCarty-Henon,” The Baldwin Ledger, April 20, 1900, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
Francis et al., “Douglas County, Kansas, Family Histories, 1991-1992.” P. 225.
13
Ibid p. 226
14
Ibid p. 226
15
“Mrs. Julia McCarthy,” The Baldwin Ledger, July 2, 1909, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
16
“Thomas McQuillian (1817-1894) - Find A Grave...,” accessed August 26, 2020,
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/34366424/thomas-mcquillian.
17
“Pioneer Here on a Visit,” Baldwin Republican, September 2, 1910, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
18
“A Death at Le Loup,” The Evening Herald, March 4, 1910, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
19
“Emil Henon Married at Olathe,” Wellsville Globe, March 24, 1911, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
20
The Baldwin Ledger, March 14, 1913, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers. and Lawrence Daily Journal-World, April
12, 1912, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
21
Lawrence Daily Journal-World, April 17, 1913, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
22
The Baldwin Ledger, March 21, 1913, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
23
Lawrence Daily Journal-World, April 12, 1915, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
24
Lawrence Daily Journal-World, April 20, 1915, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
25
Lawrence Daily Journal-World, December 15, 1913, Kansas Historical Society Newspapers.
26
Francis et al., “Douglas County, Kansas, Family Histories, 1991-1992.” P. 228.
27
Ibid. P. 258.
28
Ibid
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Matilda Jackson and her family moved back to the Farmstead to farm and live with Euphema. They had two
more children there, Dorthea Irene (b. April 12, 1929) and John Victor (b. March 4, 1932). 29
As part of the information assembled for this nomination, John Jackson prepared a written retrospective
history of his memory of growing up on the Farmstead. This is included in Figures 3-5.
During the 1930s, the north pond and dam were constructed on the property by the CCC as part of the WPA.
Information from the KHRI describes the following in regards to WPA construction:
“New Deal-era Resources of Kansas MPDF: Kansas Emergency Relief Committee (KERC)
Homestead Rehabilitation [MPDF Section E – Associated Historic Contexts page 15]: ‘…The
KERC also used federal funds for drought relief efforts beginning in 1934. In May of 1934,
FERA [Federal Emergency Relief Administration] announced it would provide direct relief grants
and fund a work program for drought-stricken areas, including parts of Kansas. By the end of
July, 101 of the 105 Kansas counties had requested funds – primarily for the construction of
farm dams and ponds, which would store water for future use. Several FERA grants made in
August of 1934 employed destitute farmers who worked on projects to improve the drought
conditions. By December of 1934, the program had constructed 243 emergency pumping
plants, 598 wells, and 346 farm ponds, with another 342 under construction. State, local and
private sources funded had completed an additional 93 farm ponds by that time, with 543 more
under construction. Subsequently the WPS contributed 15 lakes and 256 ponds to the water
conservation efforts…’ Section F – Property Types Page 31: Registration Requirements –
General Requirements: ‘To be eligible for the National Register under this context, a resource
must have been constructed using labor and/or funds from one or more federal agencies or the
Kansas Emergency Relief Committee (KERC) during the New Deal Era. The period of
significance begins in 1932 with the establishment of the Kansas Federal Relief Committee and
concludes in 1943 when funding to the last of the New Deal agencies, the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) ceased…’” 30
When Euphema Henon died, January 7, 1946, Matilda and Millard inherited the south 80-acres tract, while
her sister Lillian inherited the north 80-acres tract, which she later sold to Matilda and Millard. 31 Both Matilda
and Millard died in 1988, December 12th and July 26th, respectively. Their children and grandchildren still
own the Farmstead. 32
To be considered for listing as a Farmstead, the “National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property
Documentation Form for Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas” requires “…at least four
associated historic agriculture-related structures, including a barn and at least three other structures.” 33 The
McQuillian Farmstead has four associated historic agriculture-related structures including; the farmhouse,
barn, outbuilding and garage. The Farmstead also has one farm-related implements in the hand dug well.
The majority of the resources on the Farmstead are historic, over fifty years of age. These properties retain
their historic integrity and character defining features. The McQuillan Famstead is a good example of a
historic farmstead as defined by the MPDF.

Ibid P. 260.
“045-6866 McQuillan, Thomas S., Farmstead 1320 N 150 RD Baldwin City Vicinity” (Kansas Historic Resources
Inventory, n.d.).
31
Ibid
32
Ibid
33
Christy Davis and Brenda Spencer, “Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas” (National Register of Historic
Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, March 1992).
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recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #____________
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________
recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________

Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository:

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____________________________________________________________________
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

11

Provide latitude/longitude coordinates OR UTM coordinates.
(Place additional coordinates on a continuation page.)
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates
Datum if other than WGS84:__________
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places)
1 38.763969°
Latitude:

-95.257033°
Longitude:

3

2

-95.255828°

4

38.763969°

Latitude:

Longitude:

38.760481°
Latitude:
38.760481°

Latitude:

-95.255450°
Longitude:
-95.256856°

Longitude:

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)
The nominated area includes approximately 11 acres located in Willow Springs Township, Douglas County, Kansas, with
the following legal description: The South Half (1/2 of the Northwest Quarter (1/4) of Section Twelve (12), Township
Fifteen (15) South, Range Nineteen (19) East of the Sixth (6th) Principal Meridian, in Douglas County, Kansas.
Approximate measurements include: north boundary from point 1-2 is 105 meters; east boundary from point 2-3 is 388
meters; south boundary from point 3-4 is 122.5 meters; and the west boundary from point 4-1 is 388 meters.
Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)
Boundary includes the 11-acres containing the historic resources of the McQuillian Farmstead. The south boundary is
North 150 Road, the east property line defines the boundary on the east side, the north boundary is just above the north
pond and WPA resources, the west boundary is defined by the hedgerow which edges the large field to the west of the
Farmstead. This boundary was selected because it includes all of the historic resources.

11. Form Prepared By
name/title

Amy Van de Riet, Architect AIA

organization

date 8/23/2020

street & number 512 Ohio Street

telephone 785 550 8430

city or town Lawrence

state KS

e-mail

zip code 66044

amy.vanderiet@ku.edu

Property Owner: (complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)
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Eric Jackson

street & number 10006 W 61 St

telephone

city or town Merriam

state KS

zip code 66203

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:
Photograph Log
Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an
Name of Property:
Willow Springs Township
City or Vicinity:
Douglas County
State:
Kansas
County:
Keith Van de Riet
Photographer:
6/29/2020
Date Photographed:
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include a description of view indicating the direction of
camera:
Photo
Number

View

Description

#1

South

Farmhouse south elevation, looking north

#2

Southwest

#3

West

#4

Northwest

#5

North

#6

Northeast

#7

East

#8

Southeast

#9

Interior

Farmhouse interior, kitchen, original stone portion, 1st floor, east side

#10

Interior

Farmhouse interior, living room, original stone portion, 1st floor, west side

#11

Interior

Farmhouse interior, living room, ca. 1900 addition, 1st floor, west side

#12

Interior

Farmhouse interior, bedroom, 2nd floor

#13

Interior

Farmhouse interior, 2nd floor roof framing

#14

South

Barn south elevation, looking north

#15

Southwest

#16

West

#17

Northwest

Farmhouse southwest corner, looking northeast
Farmhouse west elevation, looking east
Farmhouse northwest corner, looking southeast
Farmhouse north elevation, looking south
Farmhouse northeast corner, looking southwest
Farmhouse east elevation, looking west
Farmhouse southeast corner, looking northwest

Barn southwest corner, looking northeast
Barn west elevation, looking east
Barn northwest corning, looking southeast
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#18

North

#19

Northeast

#20

East

#21

Southeast

#22

Interior

Barn interior

#23

Interior

Barn interior

#24

Interior

Barn interior

#25

Interior

Barn interior

$26

South

Outbuilding ca. 1920 south elevation, looking north

#27

Southwest

#28

West

Outbuilding ca. 1920 west elevation, looking east

#29

North

Outbuilding ca. 1920 north elevation, looking south

#30

East

Outbuilding ca. 1920 east elevation, looking west

#31

Southeast

#32

South

#33

Southwest

#34

West

Garage ca. 1920 west elevation, looking east

#35

West

Garage ca. 1920 west elevation, looking northeast

#36

Northwest

#37

North

#38

Northeast

#39

East

#40

Southeast

Garage ca. 1920 southeast corner, looking northwest

#41

Southwest

WPA Pond ca. 1935 dam at south end, northeast side, looking southwest

#42

North

#43

West

#44

West

#45

South

South Pond ca. 1930s northwest end, looking southeast

#46

Down

Stone Well ca. 1860 looking down into well

Figures

Barn north elevation, looking south
Barn northeast corning, looking southwest
Barn east elevation, looking west
Barn southeast corner, looking northwest

Outbuilding ca. 1920 southwest corner, looking northeast

Outbuilding ca. 1920 southeast corner, looking northwest
Garage ca. 1920 south elevation, looking north
Garage ca. 1920 southwest corner, looking northeast

Garage ca. 1920 northwest corner, looking southeast
Garage ca. 1920 north elevation, looking south
Garage ca. 1920 northeast corner, looking southwest
Garage ca. 1920 east elevation, looking west

WPA Pond ca. 1935 pond at south end, looking south
WPA Pond ca. 1935 limestone retaining wall near spillway, south side of pond,
looking west
WPA Pond ca. 1935 limestone retaining wall near spillway, south side of pond,
looking west
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Include GIS maps, figures, scanned images below.

Figure 1. Thomas S. McQuillan Farmstead with boundary line. 1320 N 150 Road.
Image Source: Google Earth with created boundary line
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Figure 2. General Land Office Map ca. 1854
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Figure 3. John Jackson written retrospective history of his memory of growing up on the Farmstead (page 1 of 3, written
December 2020).
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Figure 4. John Jackson written retrospective history of his memory of growing up on the Farmstead (page 2 of 3, written
December 2020).
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Figure 5. John Jackson written retrospective history of his memory of growing up on the Farmstead (page 3 of 3, written
December 2020).
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Figure 6. Original Deed reads “160 acres was originally deeded to Elias Gibson, Private, Captain Stephens Company,
Georgia Militia, Georgia War. It was then turned back over to the General Land Office and awarded to Thomas McQuillin.”
(Image curtesy of Jackson Family)
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Figure 7. Aerial Photo ca. 1937 (Douglas County Historic Air Photos, Public Works & KU Libraries
Viewed in Google Earth)
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Photo 1 Farmhouse south elevation, looking north

Photo 2 Farmhouse southwest corner, looking northeast
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Photo 3 Farmhouse west elevation, looking east

Photo 4 Farmhouse northwest corner, looking southeast
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Photo 5 Farmhouse north elevation, looking south

Photo 6 Farmhouse northeast corner, looking southwest
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Photo 7 Farmhouse east elevation, looking west

Photo 8 Farmhouse east elevation, looking west
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Photo 9 Farmhouse interior, kitchen, original stone portion, 1st floor, east side

Photo 10 Farmhouse interior, living room, original stone portion, 1st floor, west side
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Photo 11 Farmhouse interior, living room, ca. 1900 addition, 1st floor, west side

Photo 12 Farmhouse interior, bedroom, 2nd floor
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Photo 13 Farmhouse interior, 2nd floor roof framing

Photo 14 Barn south elevation, looking north
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Photo 15 Barn southwest corner, looking northeast

Photo 16 Barn west elevation, looking east

32

United States Department of the Interior
NPS Form 10-900

National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
OMB No. 1024-0018

Kansas Homestead of Thomas McQuill(i)an
Name of Property

Douglas County, Kansas

County and State

Photo 17 Barn northwest corning, looking southeast

Photo 18 Barn north elevation, looking south
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Photo 19 Barn northeast corning, looking southwest

Photo 20 Barn east elevation, looking west
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Photo 21 Barn southeast corner, looking northwest

Photo 22 Barn interior
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Photo 23 Barn interior

Photo 24 Barn interior
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Photo 25 Barn interior

Photo 26 Outbuilding ca. 1920 south elevation, looking north
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Photo 27 Outbuilding ca. 1920 southwest corner, looking northeast

Photo 28 Outbuilding ca. 1920 west elevation, looking east
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Photo 29 Outbuilding ca. 1920 north elevation, looking south

Photo 30 Outbuilding ca. 1920 east elevation, looking west
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Photo 31 Outbuilding ca. 1920 southeast corner, looking northwest

Photo 32 Garage ca. 1920 south elevation, looking north
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Photo 33 Garage ca. 1920 southwest corner, looking northeast

Photo 34 Garage ca. 1920 west elevation, looking east
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Photo 35 Garage ca. 1920 west elevation, looking northeast

Photo 36 Garage ca. 1920 northwest corner, looking southeast
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Photo 37 Garage ca. 1920 north elevation, looking south

Photo 38 Garage ca. 1920 northeast corner, looking southwest
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Photo 39 Garage ca. 1920 east elevation, looking west

Photo 40 Garage ca. 1920 southeast corner, looking northwest
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Photo 41 WPA Pond ca. 1935 dam at south end, northeast side, looking southwest

Photo 42 WPA Pond ca. 1935 pond at south end, looking south
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Photo 43 WPA Pond ca. 1935 limestone retaining wall near spillway, south side of pond, looking west

Photo 44 WPA Pond ca. 1935 limestone retaining wall near spillway, south side of pond, looking west
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Photo 45 South Pond ca. 1930s northwest end, looking southeast

Photo 46 Stone Well ca. 1860 looking down into well
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